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Four more years for President Obama
Logan Ratick‘13
EE Co-Editor-in-Chief

 Former Massachusetts 
governor Mitt Romney (Republi-
can), and President Barack Obama 
(Democrat), fought a close battle 
on the campaign trail. The No-
vember election has commenced. 
and President Obama will con-
tinue to lead for four more years.  
 When students were 
polled in the Senior Lounge on 
September 13th, the results came 
back that 50% of those students 
would vote for Obama, while 47% 
said they would vote for Romney. 
The other 3% said they would not 
vote for either candidate. 
 It is important to take 
note of the events in this particu-
lar election because by the time 
the next presidential election 
roles around, the vast majority of 
Trumbull High students will be 
old enough to vote!

 Both candidates had 
expressed numerous issues they 
would like to improve upon, and 
these issues could have a large ef-
fect on the way students will live 
in the future.
 With a large minority 
population in our country, illegal 
immigration has been a prevalent 
issue over the past decade. Presi-
dent Obama ordered a directive 
in June that immigrants brought 
illegally to the United States as 
children will be exempt from 
deportation and granted work 
permits if they apply.  
 Mr. Romney was in favor 
of a U.S.-Mexico border fence and 
he opposed education benefits to 
illegal immigrants. He also is 
in opposition to offering legal 
status to illegal immigrants who 
attend college, but would do so 
for those who serve in the armed 
forces.  
 On abortion and birth 

control, President Obama supports 
abortion rights. Health care law 
requires contraceptives to be avail-
able for free for women enrolled 
in workplace health plans. 
 Governor Romney op-
posed abortion rights, after previ-
ously supporting them. Romney 
says state law should guide abor-
tion rights, and that Roe v. Wade 
“should be reversed by a future 
Supreme Court ruling.” He had 
also said that he would end federal 
aid to Planned Parenthood.
 In terms of foreign pol-
icy, President Obama opposes a 
near-term military strike on Iran, 
but holds that option open if it 
proves the only way to stop Iran 
from getting nuclear weapons.  
 Governor Romney had 
spoken in favor of covert action 
by the U.S. and regional allies 
in Syria but “the right course is 
not military” intervention by the 
U.S. He associated himself more 

closely with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, and pledged 
more military assistance to Israel, 
one of our nation’s biggest allies. 
 In terms of gay rights, 
Obama supports legal recognition 
of same-sex marriage, which is a 
matter decided by states. He op-
posed that recognition in his 2008 
presidential campaign and in his 
2004 Senate campaign, while sup-
porting the extension of legal rights 
and benefits to same-sex couples in 
civil unions. 
 He was able to achieve 
the repeal of the military ban on 
openly gay members. He did not 
achieve repeal of the Defense of 
Marriage Act, which denies federal 
acknowledgement of same-sex 
marriages and affirms the right of 
states to refuse to recognize such 
marriages. 
 Mitt Romney opposed 
legal recognition of same-sex mar-
riage and says it should be banned 

with a constitutional amendment, 
not left to states.  “Marriage is not 
an activity that goes on within the 
walls of a state,” said Romney. He 
also opposed civil unions.
 Even though students are 
not eligible to vote in this election, 
they should be able to determine 
who would serve the country in a 
way most fitting to themselves. 
 “I think President Obama 
is the better of the two candidates,” 
said Senior Adam Buckman. “I 
believe that he has put America on 
the long road to recovery and with 
more time he can set our country 
straight.”
 Senior Jake Jordan had 
a different feeling on the election. 
“Romney was hands down the bet-
ter candidate.  Obama has not come 
through with what he has said and 
he has worsened our economy. I 
believe that Romney at least had a 
shot at getting us back to a manage-
able place.” 

 What do you picture 
when you hear the name Sandy? 
A karate master squirrel with a 
Texan accent? Or perhaps the 
sandy haired actor from the movie 
Grease? Residents of Trumbull 
saw a new face of Sandy on Mon-
day. And it wasn’t pretty.
 It has been dubbed the 
“Frankenstorm,” “Super storm,” 
and “Hurricane of the century.”  
In fact, for many meteorologists, 
it has already surpassed records 
as the largest Atlantic hurricane 
as well as the second costliest 
hurricane, only surpassed by Hur-
ricane Katrina in 2005.
 A combination of factors 
made this storm so powerful. The 
first was its large size. From the 
eye of the storm, Sandy stretched 
to 175 miles in diameter, allowing 

Hurricane Sandy : Storm of the century
it to carry heavy winds and rain. 
Also, the fact that it was slow 
moving cause more damage to 
densely populated areas. 
 The second factor was 
its timing. During the time it ap-
proached the east coast, it butted 
heads with an arctic storm coming 
from Canada. Cool winds from 
this storm met with tropical winds 
from Sandy, creating the super 
storm.  In addition, high tides 
caused by the full moon created a 
formula for disaster.
 For citizens of Trumbull, 
so much was disrupted by the 
storm. School was canceled for a 
week, SAT tests were rescheduled, 
Halloween was postponed, mark-
ing periods were moved back. But 
most importantly was the loss of 
power.
 Junior Kiana Akunzun-
duh who lives on top of a hill 
said, “For days we lived without 

electricity as well as water.”
 Trees were overturned 
and were ravaged by the storm as 
they were toppled, torn, and split 
in half. Neighbors sought shelters 
from neighbors, friends, and fam-
ily bunked together. For several 
days, damaged power lines forced 
people to live without working 
refrigerators and sometimes water.
 Jackie Rose, a junior said 
“Over 300 students from Fairfield 
University were displaced because 
of the storm. We offered shelter 
to two of them who stayed at our 
house.”
 With one major storm 
over, students and faculty turn 
their attention to the snow that  
arrived November 7 and dumped   
up to 12 inches in the region and 
six inches in Trumbull.

Jack Zhang ‘14
EE News Editor

Special Veterans Day Issue
A tree held up by power lines on route 
111 in Monroe, Connecticut. Contrib-
uted photo.
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 A driver’s license and 
the car keys – every teenager’s 
dream, and most parents’ worst 
nightmare. As more and more 
THS students receive their 
license, one question lingers 
through the minds of Trumbull 
residents: “Should I be wor-
ried?” 
 Statistics from 2009 
showed that three thousand 
teens from the ages 15 through 
19 were killed and more than  
350,000 received emergency 
room treatment because of car 
accidents. Parents often claim to 
reprimand their children to “not 
drink and drive” and “every text 
can wait” but as statistics of teen 
accidents sky rocket, many are 
questioning if that method of 
enforcement is truly enough in 
putting the end to teens’ reckless 
driving. 
 As teen drinking and 
driving statistics increase, so-
ciety is forced to recognize 
teens’ responsibility for a large 
portion of accidents. The worst 
part of this issue is the inno-
cent civilians being victims 
of teens’ driving habits. This 
past summer in Darien, CT, 
nine teenagers were riding in a 
suburban with open beer cans 
as it drove through a stop sign 
and went head on with a mini 
cooper.  
 When asked if they 
had ever driven under the in-
fluence, an anonymous senior 
replied, “I’ve driven after I had 
been drinking at a party because 
at the time you think you’re 
fine.” 
 Teens, unwilling to 
call their parents, instead get 
behind the wheel and put others  
in danger. Out of fifteen THS 
seniors  surveyed, 5 responded 
“yes” to  “Have you ever driven 
under the influence?” These 
results shocked senior, Jenna 
Vietze, who responded, “Any 
number above zero is one too 
many.”
 Unfortunately, the rise 
of drinking is not all we have 
to be concerned about. “K”… 
a one word reply that drivers 
deem more important than their 
lives. That is what teens are say-
ing when they make the choice 
to text and drive. 
 Eight out of the fifteen 
students surveyed replied, “yes” 
when asked if they had ever sent 
a text message while driving. 
 “I get mad whenever 
I’m in the car with a friend who 
is texting and driving because 
they’re putting my life in danger 
along with their own. That’s 
why I usually offer to text for 
them,” said senior Melissa 
Giblin.    
 Teens are said to be the 
most vulnerable drivers, yet the 
most confident.  The best thing 
to do is spread awareness. The 
choice to become “just another 
statistic” is in your hands.

Students need to dress for success
Does student attire affect campus culture?

Alexandra Baird
EE Staff Writer ‘13

 When walking through 
the halls of Trumbull High School, 
I sometimes see girls and begin to 
question their wardrobe choices. 
The amount of skin being shown 
by some of these girls is clearly in 
violation of the school’s beloved 
dress code, yet what is being done 
about it? Nothing. While I am not 
always one to preach on behalf of 
Trumbull High School’s policies, 
I strongly support our school’s 
rules on how to dress.
 Trumbull High School’s 
dress code is focused on girls and 
their tendency to mistake beach 
fashion for school apparel. The 
code restricts girls from wearing 
booty shorts, midriff and shoulder 
bearing shirts, as well as other 
items that may be deemed inap-
propriate. Consequences for girls 
who break these rules include be-
ing sent home to change or calling 
a parent to drop off appropriate 
clothing. 
 In addition to changing, 
violators will also get a warning 
and have the incident marked on 
their record. But that does not stop 
the girls who are intent on look-
ing as if they are about to spend 
the day pool side, rather than in a 
school building. 
 In fact, many students 
oppose the dress code. Some be-
lieve that it is too strict, and that 
they should be allowed to wear 
shorts that could double as under-
wear. Well, maybe they think they 
look classy and sophisticated, 
but I know I could bear to see a 
few less body parts on my walks 
through the hallways.
 Mrs. Nicholson, a busi-
ness and technology teacher at 

Trumbull High School, is a fellow 
supporter of the dress code. Like 
many other teachers, she finds 
it important to enforce the code, 
but it is sometimes difficult to 
do so. “For many teachers, it is 
embarrassing to have to call out a 
student for inappropriate clothing, 
especially regarding girls and their 
shirt choices.” This plays a big 
part in the fact that many times the 
dress code is not enforced.
 

And can we blame the students 
for not following it if no one is 
enforcing it?  In my opinion, no. 
 We can only blame the 
lack of avid dress code followers 
on the teachers who fail to enforce 
it for so long. At some point, these 
girls need to step up and realize 
that their degrading way of dress-
ing is trashy and disturbing to 

those who have to see it. Students 
who want to be successful in their 
careers need to realize now that 
dressing inappropriately will have 
an affect on their future.
 Senior Chayse Hellthaler, 
was found to be in violation of the 
dress code last June. Her shorts 
were found to be too short by an 
administrator, and she was sent 
home to change into pants. Her 
personal record now has been 

marred by that experience, and she 
reflects on the incident. 
 “If I could go back, I 
probably would have followed 
the dress code more carefully, but 
my shorts were hardly the worst 
offense in the halls,” Chayse 
says.  
 After speaking with mul-
tiple girls, a common feeling is that 

while people who get in trouble 
often deserve it, many skip away in 
their tiny crop tops that expose half 
of their upper body without even a 
warning. While I can sympathize 
with these believers, is it that hard 
to just put on an outfit that doesn’t 
come with the risk of flashing 
people?  
 In my fourth year here at 
THS, I have yet to have any of my 
outfits commented on by staff for 
being “illegal,” and I cannot say 
that I have tried very hard to ac-
complish that. While the subzero 
temperatures of some of my class-
rooms are partially to blame, I also 
have some self respect and do not 
find it necessary to expose myself 
in a learning institution. I save my 
bikini tops for the beach, not bake 
shop.

Some females at Trumbull High School dress like Emma Stone (above) 
did in the movie, Easy A. Photo courtesy of Independent Film Channel. 

Students need to decide if what they 
wear is fashionable and trendy or too 
revealing and  against the THS dress 
code. Photo courtesy of Lyst.com.



Alex Allyn ‘13
EE Staff Writer
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Veterans Day: More than a day off 

 On Veterans Day, 
students have many things to 
be thankful for.  Whether it be 
a safe return of a relative or our 
freedom in general, happiness 
and gratefulness are something 
all people should feel.  However, 
these emotions are not what was 
experienced by those who had 
their husbands, sons, brothers, 
and friends torn from them in 
their time of battle because of 
the draft.  
	 Drafting	is	a	selfish	and	
terrible act that should never 
happen again. Drafting has been 
a part of America’s war-time 
routine ever since the Civil War 
when the country fell apart. 
Young men, even boys, were 
forced	to	fight.		The	battles	were	
bloody and gruesome, and most 
soldiers did not even know what 
they	were	fighting	for.		
 In World War I, the 
only reason president Woodrow 
Wilson decided to use a draft 
was to upstage past President 
Theodore	Roosevelt.	Years	later,	
when the U.S. entered World 
War II, 45 million men from 18 
to 45 years old were drafted. 

 There	is	a	debate	
amongst students and faculty. 
Should there be school on Veter-
ans Day? 
 Many students agree 
that they’d much rather “honor 
those who served” at home. 
However, in actuality, most stu-
dents would not honor anyone. 
Rather,	they’ll	use	it	as	a	day	to	
catch up on sleep or last night’s 
Here Comes Honey Boo Boo 
episode. 
 Knowing this, the Board 
of	Education	in	Trumbull	re-
quires students to come to school  
on Veterans Day. But once they 

arrive,	some	students	find	it	is	
like any other school day. 
 Most teachers don’t 
create lesson plans honoring vet-
erans, those who deserve it more 
than	anyone.	The	question	to	ask	
is what can we, the students, do 
to create a change?
 We are all in school 
on a holiday. Yes, other schools 
have	it	off.	Trumbull	High	does	
not. So, should we all, including 
the	teachers,	pout?	The	answer	is	
obvious. Did the millions of Vet-
erans who fought for our country 
pout when they were called to 
duty? No, rather they took the 
opportunity with pride. 
 In a way, Veterans Day 
gives us an opportunity as well. 

There	is	so	much	history	behind	
Veterans Day, and individual 
veterans have interesting and 
thought provoking stories to 
share. 
	 There	is	so	much	that	
teachers of any subject can work 
with and many students these 
days are uneducated about things 
they really should know more 
about. 
 For example, not 
knowing when Veterans Day is? 
Not acceptable. Students are in 
desperate need of some history 
lessons from their teachers. 
 Something else that 
is unacceptable is this holiday 
being put to waste. It should not 
be too much to ask that teachers 

Soldiers pay respects during the Vet-
erans Day parade in New York City. 
Photo courtesy of the New York 
Times.

Sara Steere ‘13
EE Staff Writer

Take	time	to	thank	veterans	

	 The	typical	high	
schooler complains about the 
fact that he or she has to spend 
Veterans Day in school. Sadly, 
students are looking for a day 
off,	but	for	selfish	reasons	rather	
than to honor those who put their 
lives on the line for the nation. 
 Once in school, the 
average teacher spends a few 
minutes touching upon the holi-
day before continuing with the 
usual curriculum. After school, 
students return home and resume 
their day…just another day. 
         Without a veteran in one’s 
close family or friends, it is often 
forgotten how much these indi-
viduals	sacrifice	for	each	and	ev-
ery member of the country. Born 
into a free world, it is common 
to take the current state of our 
country for granted and forget 
how it came about and how our 
rights are maintained. 
 If our veterans were 
not	willing	to	fight	for	us,	
people would not enjoy the same 
freedoms they are blessed with 
today. Imagine your life without 
the freedom to say whatever you 
want, the freedom to go wher-
ever you want, and the freedom 
to believe whatever you want. 
Teens	often	have	trouble	parting	

with iPhones for a few brief 
moments. How would you like 
to part with your freedom for 
a	lifetime?	That	doesn’t	sound	
much like America does it? Well, 
you have veterans to thank for 
that.
									Today,	less	and	less	adoles-
cents take the time to sit down 
with someone previously in the 
service and just listen. Veterans 
possess a plethora of amazing ac-
counts of events that they experi-
enced	first	hand,	and	with	a	less	
interested audience these stories 
of the past are being lost between 
generations.  Veterans from the 
WWII era are passing away at a 
rate of nearly 1,000 per day, and 
their	first-hand	experiences	are	
being taken with them. 
 Soon, we will not have 
direct contact with these veterans 
and will have to seek information 
from	less	reliable	sources.		Those	
who have previously served the 
country are proud of their sacri-
fices	and	they	often	enjoy	speak-
ing about what they’ve done for 
the country. Skip your daily hour 
of	TV,	put	down	your	iPhone,	
and	sacrifice	a	few	minutes	to	
listen in return for the enormous 
sacrifice	these	people	made.		
         In a recent interview, a 
Trumbull	High	School	senior	
stated, “I wish we still had the 
day off. It’s stupid that we are 
the only school in the area in 

school.” When the same indi-
vidual was asked how he or she 
would spend the day given it 
off, they answered, “Nothing 
special.” 
         Another student honestly 
stated, “I do not know how I’m 
supposed to celebrate Veteran’s 
Day. When I think about it, even 
if I wanted to show appreciation 
I would not know how.” It is 
often	difficult	for	teens	to	ex-
press thanks to veterans, without 
knowing one personally.
 Students should, there-
fore, be exposed to activities and 
ideas that help them demonstrate 
their appreciation to the people 
who have served and currently 
serve in the armed forces, 
especially around Veteran’s 
Day.  
 Whether it is their 
teachers who suggest writing 
letters and making cards, parents 
who encourage their children to 
take a ride to a historical site or 
cemetery, or school leaders who 
educate students on the actions 
of veterans,  teens should be 
exposed the true meaning of Vet-
erans Day. Maybe then, veterans 
will receive the recognition and 
praise that they deserve. 
         A brief moment of silence 
once	a	year	is	not	sufficient.	Do	
not wait until November 11th to 
honor these heroes.

In 1999, Henry Allingham, who was 112 years old, 110-year-old Harry Patch and 108-year-old Bill Stone (left 
to right) were some of the oldest living veterans who had served in World War I. There are few individuals from 
this war that are still living. Photo courtesy of BBC News.

Melissa Giblin ‘13
EE Staff Writer

 And in the Cold War 
and Vietnam, millions more 
were forced into combat and 
into wars that could never re-
ally be won.  
When a person thinks about 
young men getting drafted, they 
never seem to realize that those 
boys	could	be	a	classmate.	The	
same boys who have gone to 
school together since the age 
of four could end up without 
futures, or worse, without lives. 
	 	One	veteran,	Rob-
ert	McKinnon,	a	Trumbull	
resident, recalls when two of 
his best friends were drafted.  
“It was awful. I had known 
my	friends	Kevin	and	Tommy	
my whole life.  When they 
left for Vietnam I was sure 
I’d see them again one day.  I 
was wrong. It’s never been the 
same.”		This	is	not	the	life	that	
teenagers should have to pic-
ture for themselves.  Although 
drafting is not active in 2012, it 
is up to citizens to keep it that 
way, and make sure it never has 
to be put back into place. 

A man visits the Vietnam Memorial 
in Washington DC. He reads the 
many names of Veterans embossed 
onto the stone. Photo courtesy of 
Marine Corps Tankers Association. 

Draft decisions

to take a break from piecewise 
functions or Catcher and the Rye 
essays to educate about what 
happened on November 11th 
1919, or those still affected by 
that date today. 
 It wasn’t too much 
to ask soldiers to leave their 
friends and family, not sure if 
they would return to see them 
again. We should take some time 
out of our schedules to pay our 
respects, in one way or another.
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Veterans Day is a day for Amer-
icans to honor and thank our vet-
erans. It is a day for Americans to 
celebrate the bravery and sacrifice 
of all United States veterans, both 
male and female. Many Ameri-
cans do not know the reason we 
salute our veterans each year on 
Nov. 11. It is important that all 
Americans know the importance 
and history of this day so we can 
honor our servicemen and women 
properly.

Veterans Day, formerly known 
as Armistice Day, was originally 
a United States holiday to honor 
the end of World War I which offi-
cially concluded on Nov. 11, 1918, 
at the 11th hour of the 11th day of 
the 11th month. President Wood-
row Wilson recognized the first 
official Veterans Day exactly a 
year later on November 11, 1919. 

He proclaimed to the Ameri-
can people, “To us in America, 
the reflections of Armistice Day 
will be filled with solemn pride 
in the heroism of those who died 
in the country’s service and with 
gratitude for the victory, both 
because of the thing from which 
it has freed us and because of the 
opportunity it has given America 
to show her sympathy with peace 
and justice in the councils of the 
nations.” 

For the past ninety-three No-

vember eleventh’s, Americans 
have remembered the people who 
fought for our country. 

In legislation passed in 1938, 
Nov. 11 was dedicated to the cause 
of world peace and celebrated and 
known as “Armistice Day.” This 
new legal holiday honored World 
War I veterans.

In 1954, after World War II and 
the Korean War, the 83rd U.S. 
Congress -- at the urging of veter-
ans’ organizations -- amended the 
Act of 1938 and, with the approval 
of this legislation, Armistice Day 
was changed to “Veterans Day.” 

Therefore, Nov. 11 became a day 
to honor American veterans of 
all wars.

In 1968, the Uniform Holiday 
Act was enacted. Under this law, 
Veterans Day was moved to the 
last Monday of October. Veterans 
Day under this new law was ob-
served with much confusion.

On Sept. 20, 1975, President 
Gerald R. Ford signed a new law 
which returned the observance of 
Veterans Day to its original date 
of Nov. 11. Since 1978, Veterans 
Day has been observed on Nov. 11.

On Aug. 4, 2001, United States 

Senate Resolution No. 143 was 
passed, designating the week of 
Nov. 11 through Nov. 17 as Na-
tional Veterans Awareness Week. 
It calls for educational efforts 
directed at elementary- and sec-
ondary-school students concerning 
the contributions and sacrifices of 
our veterans.

Deceased veterans are remem-
bered on Memorial Day and Vet-
erans Day, but Nov. 11 is primarily 
set aside to thank and honor living 
veterans who served honorably in 
the military during war time or 
peace time.

The evolution of Veterans Day
Veterans Day is an occasion to 

honor those who served America 
in all wars. Every year, the presi-
dent of the United States urges all 
Americans to honor this commit-
ment of our veterans.

At Trumbull High School, Veter-
ans Day used to be a day off from 
school, but the administration has 
made efforts to educate students 
in school on this national holiday. 
The past couple of years have 
broached the controversial subject 
of whether we should go back to 
not having school on the holiday, 
but the Social Studies department 
has decided to go down another 
route. 

Mrs. Rubano and a group of 
teachers in the department have de-
cided to have assemblies and bring 
in veterans to class on Veterans 
Day. This way instead of having a 
day off to do whatever, students are 
learning about what our nation’s 
bravest men and women encoun-
tered during their service.

It is our duty to take this day and 
honor those who live among us 
who made that choice to serve. We 
are responsible for carrying on the 
history, the stories and the heroism.

(Center) This Veterans Day, take the 
time to appreciate those who sacri-
ficed so much for our security. Photo 
courtesy of Clear View Baptist Church. 

Veterans Day and Memorial Day: 
How they differ does matter

Noah Levy ‘13
EE Managing Editor 

     Trumbull High School 
students celebrate a holiday hon-
oring the brave men and women 
who served in the armed forces  
throughout the many wars our 
country has fought. It is called 
Veterans Day, which takes place 
on November 11th. 
 Now, some of you might 
be wondering if we celebrated that 
day already this year. Well, that 
does raise a valid point. Many 
people believe that Memorial Day, 
observed on the last Monday in 
May, is basically recognizing the 
same thing as Veterans Day. So, 
are Americans really celebrating 
the same holiday twice in a year? 
Or is there more to it than that?
     It’s easy to see why 
people think these days are re-
dundant. At their core, they are 
about honoring and recognizing 
our armed forces. But the history 
of the holidays shows more than 

that. Veterans Day began as Armi-
stice Day on November 11, 1919, 
celebrating the end of World War 
I. In 1938, the day became a legal 
holiday, a “Day to be dedicated to 
the cause of world peace and to be 
thereafter celebrated and known as 
‘Armistice Day.’” Later, changes 
to the day allowed it to recognize 
all veterans of war, not just from 
WWI, and formally changed the 
name to Veterans Day.
     Memorial Day began as 
“Decoration Day,” coming about 
after the Civil War ended. The 
day included paying respect to the 
soldiers that had fallen during the 
war. 
 The first known occur-
rence of this was in Charleston, 
South Carolina. David W. Blight 
described the day “This was the 
first Memorial Day. African Amer-
icans invented Memorial Day in 
Charleston, South Carolina. What 
you have there is black Americans 
recently freed from slavery an-
nouncing to the world with their 
flowers, their feet, and their songs 

what the War had been about. 
What they basically were creating 
was the Independence Day of a 
Second American Revolution.” 
 The name of the holiday 
gradually changed starting with 
the first adoption of Memorial Day 
in 1882. Incidentally, for many, 
the holiday marks the beginning 
of Summer. 
     Another difference be-
tween the two is that while both 
are nationally observed holidays, 
only Memorial Day seems to be 
the one that gets us a day off from 
school. Why? Who knows. But 
still, it turns out you actually can 
differentiate between the two. 
 Veterans Day is based 
on remembering and honouring 
the still living men and women 
who put their lives on the line for 
our country. Memorial Day is for 
the ones who didn’t return, the 
brave soldiers that gave their lives 
to keep us free. While they may 
sound alike, don’t be deceived: 
These holidays both serve impor-
tant purposes.

America has two holidays to honor the brave men and women in our armed 
forces. Veterans Day is November 11th. Photo courtesy of topiphonewalls.com
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Truth about hate assembly tackles bullying 

Hate. A word that many 
people can connect to. Perhaps 
when you were little you were 
been told it was a “very strong 
word.” Perhaps you were told 
that in a perfect world, it should 
not happen. Yet it occurs every 
day and many teens are victims 
of hate crimes.  

To learn about this phenom-
enon on Wednesday October 25th, 
the juniors went to the Truth about 
Hate assembly hosted by the Anti 
Defamation League. 

Going in, many people 
treated it as a day off of school 
while others joked about using the 
“Open Mic” period as an oppor-
tunity to make others laugh. After 
all, what was there about hate 
that they did not already know? 
However, afterwards there was 
a profound change in everyone 
who attended.

To start off, peer leaders 
introduced how discrimination 
and acts of hate occur locally. 
They told stories of kids in our 
own neighborhoods being the 
victims of hate. Using a skit, 
they demonstrated how a simple 
stereotype such as “Girls can’t 
play sports” meant others can be 
judged before they get to prove 
themselves. Later this stereotype 
changed from a harmless notion 
to isolation and exclusion.

A documentary showed 
how there are hate crimes in the 
United States every year. Young 
people that became neo-nazis, a 
death-like rivalry about ethnic-
ity, and gay haters were all part 

of the conflict. Although each of 
these groups maintained that there 
was “nothing wrong” with their 
point of view, and they were just 
“expressing their opinion,” once 
they met real-life victims, they 
soon changed their minds. A vic-

tim from the Holocaust, deaths of 
fellow classmates, and an openly 
gay teenager that was lynched, 
reminded students that humans 
can be cruel – but also that even 
the most close minded individuals 
can change.

In fact, one of the guest 
speakers, Darryl, had his own 
special reason to be there. When 
he was in school, his mother 
dressed him up in nice clothes to 
prevent him from participating 
in the urban city “hate gangs.” 
However, this plan backfired and 
caused others to bully him. Dar-
ryl described the moment when 
he tried to play basketball, and he 
was denied based on his appear-

ance. The bullying escalated into 
violence, and soon it wasn’t even 
certain he would live.

The boys from the basket-
ball court came over, tied him up, 
and swung him on a chain. Darryl 
was too down put to resist. He 

landed headfirst on the pavement 
and broke his neck. He was in a 
coma for two days. “That’s why 
I drove two hours to come down 
here today,” he says.

After the testimonial from 
Darryl, student leaders identified 
each of the levels of hate. From 
bias, which dehumanizes others, 
to discrimination, to violence, and 
genocide. When asking whether 
bias and discrimination were in 
Trumbull High, almost every 
person raised their hands high. “If 
we already have these base levels, 
what is to stop it from escalating 
to something more?”

Perhaps one of the greatest 
contributors of hate was silence. 

Not doing anything when you see 
it occur. A peer leader described 
how his younger cousin was alien-
ated and never fit in. When he was 
at school, he was berated by his 
classmates for his music tastes. 
He committed suicide days later. 

“I now wish I stood up and said 
something. Don’t be silent when 
it occurs,” he said.

Inspired by other’s stories, 
many students lined up to share 
at the “Open Mic” period.  Class-
mates, friends, and people you 
wouldn’t expect all talked about 
how they were victims of hate.

These stories were different 
but equally as passionate. Students 
told stories about cyber bullying, 
physical abuse, and losing a best 
friend. When touched by a story, 
whole audiences would show 
their support by getting up and 
clapping. 

Numerous people, who 
were victims of hate, recognized 

the feeling of being on the edge. 
One student, who was close to 
committing suicide himself told 
the audience, “Whatever you do, 
don’t pick up that razor. It will be 
the worst decision of your life. You 
will get through it.”

There was also a positive 
side to all of this. Many described 
how friends and family were able 
to help them get through it. 

Dan Marazita talked about 
how one night, he was ready to do 
it. He had had enough. But then his 
younger brother came into his room 
and gave him a hug. 

“He had autism, my mother 
told me that [autistic kids] weren’t 
capable of showing empathy. She 
was wrong. It was enough to make 
me stop and think about my life and 
reminded me that there was still 
more to live for,” said Marazita.

Perhaps you didn’t know 
everyone, perhaps some were only 
people you’ve seen in the halls, 
but people came out with a sense 
of compassion and a willingness 
to change the school environment. 

As Darryl said, “You will see 
your school change in the next few 
weeks. People may be more aware. 
You may reach out to someone 
you might not know. In the next 
few weeks, like everything else, it 
might fade. But if you can make a 
difference in just one person’s life, 
it will be worth it.”

Hate: an Inconvenient Truth. 
As Sam Carley once said “The 
Truth about Hate is we hate the 
truth.” It doesn’t have to be that 
way, but the change starts with us. 
As the famous Ghandi quote goes 
“Be the change you wish to see in 
the world.”

Jack Zhang ‘14
EE News Editor

Top photo: Sam Carley addresses the junior class during the assembly.  Above: Student leaders discuss the pyramid of hate. All photos courtesy of Mollie Coleman.
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Driving through the war:

John W. shares his story as a truck driver in Vietnam

1) What motivated you to go 
to Vietnam?
 “As soon as I turned 
18, I got drafted to go. It didn’t 
matter whether I wanted to go 
or not. At that time, the rich 
kids stayed home and the poor 
kids went to war. If you had 
money, you were enrolled in 
college or had plans to go. 
If your parents didn’t have 
enough money for college, they 
made you go to war.” 

2) What position did you hold 
for the American Army in 
Vietnam?
 “I was a truck driver. 
I was stationed in Fubi, I was 
part of 805th transportation 
company. We drove around 
whole South of Vietnam, to Da 
Nang, Quang Ninh, Kẻ Sẩn, 
Huế, and to all the different 
Fire Bases; Fire Base 1, Fire 
Base 2, Fire Base 3 and so 
on. We also drove through the 
DMZ, which is the Demilita-
rized Zone. That was an un-
populated zone between North 
and South Vietnam. 
 We transported am-
munition, supplies, and food 

to both our troops and the South 
Vietnamese.”

3) What sort of unusual experi-
ences did you have as a truck 
driver? 
 “Some of us had to 
drive through the flooded streets 
of Vietnam, and one time during 
Monsoon Season when I got 
down there was water inside the 
truck that went all the way up to 
my knee, and about five snakes 
that were three to four feet long 
swimming around my legs. I kept 
driving until I got to dry land, 
and as soon as I did, I jumped 
out of the truck. “

4.) Being a truck driver you 
have different experiences 
than, for example, a soldier 
on the front line. What type of 
different dangers did you have 
to face?
 “We were still in a lot 
of danger. They told us “here, 
get on this road, and just follow 
it straight.” Well, sometimes the 
dirt roads ended and you were in 
the jungle at night with the grass 
as tall as your truck, with no idea 
where to go. You had to find your 
way back or die.
 Also, we still got am-
bushed. 80% of the time when 
you were driving, you were 

driving alone, but that other 20% 
you drove as a group. We were a 
group of about 20 trucks, and we 
always had to drive to and from 
Fubi to Da Nang. You had to go 
through Hai Van Pass, which 
was a mountainous road in an 
‘S’ shape. It was a convoy. Every 
time we weren’t there as a group 
we lost two to three truck driv-
ers on the way there and on the 
way back. So when it was time 
to come back to where we were 
stationed, we left as a group of 
20 and came back as a group of 
14.” 

5) Did you loose somebody in 
Vietnam?
 “Yes. I had a good 
buddy of mine, and he was a 
truck driver too. We always used 
to drive together, but one time 
we were in one of the Fire Bases, 
(I forget which one).” 
 “We were supposed to 
go back to Fubi and he told me, 
‘Go ahead, I’ll catch up to you.’ 
So I did, and I got back to Fubi 
and it was weird because he 
wasn’t getting there. I waited for 
about an hour and then I got a 
weird feeling. So I drove back to 
the Fire Base to look for him and 
I found his truck on its side on 
the side of the road, shot up from 
every which way.  I saw him in 

the truck, dead.”

6) How did you feel when you 
got back from Vietnam? Did 
the people welcome you back?
 “I felt alive, which 
was something that not many 
of us could say. No, they did 
not welcome me back. When 
people saw us come back they 
didn’t seem happy, they gave 
us dirty looks. They didn’t ap-
preciate everything we had just 
went through. And back then it 
wasn’t like it is now. We didn’t 
have any programs for Veterans 
Day like you do now. Now they 
pay for college, for the house, 
for everything. Back then, you 
were just lucky to be alive and be 
back home.  You didn’t have the 
privilege to expect anything from 
the government like veterans do 
today.” 

7) How do you feel about 
Veteran’s Day? Do you feel 
honored as the Veteran that you 
were?
 “No I don’t. I don’t 
have Veterans Day off. On 
Veterans Day I work just like 
everybody else. All these kids 
get off from school and don’t 
do anything that has to do with 
veterans while I go to work 
every year.” 

Jossy Layedra ‘13
EE Staff Writer

School on Veterans Day
Students share their ideas about how to celebrate

Vanessa Kenealy ‘13
EE Staff Writer

 Veterans Day is cel-
ebrated on November 11th, and 
many schools in the area have 
the day off as a holiday. Students 
at Trumbull High School come to 
school to remember soldiers who 
risked their lives in wars,  but 
there is a disagreement amongst 
students. Many believe that they 
should have the day off like most 
other schools. 
 Amy Griswold, a senior 
says, “Why shouldn’t we have 
the day off like many other 
schools? We practically don’t 
learn or hear anything from the 
veterans. If the point is to allow 
us to hear from veterans then it 
is not happening. I would learn 
more from my grandpa who was 
in the Vietnam War at home then 
from staying in school.” 
 To explain why most 
students might feel this way Mrs. 
Rubano, a THS history teacher 
says, “Well I believe the reason 
we didn’t take part in Veterans 
Day the last couple years was 
due to construction and it was 
unsafe for the veterans to come 
and so that why students think 

that we didn’t talk about Veterans 
Day.” 
 Another student, Taylor 
Pratcher says, “I am not learning 
about the Veterans in my classes, 
so I don’t see the point.” 
 As in the words of a 
veteran himself, Mr. Doyle, who 
teaches English says, “In my 
opinion, if we are going to have 
school on Veterans Day then I 
believe that every student should 
benefit from Veterans Day and if 
not then we should at least have 
the day off. For example, this 
year there is only an assembly 
for the seniors and not for the 
other grades. It should be uni-
versal and as a vet myself I think 
it’s disrespectful that most people 
treat it as casual and like every 

other day.”
 While some of the 
student population think that 
having school on Veterans Day is 
not needed, there are others who 
disagree from a recent poll taken.
 “I believe that it’s nice 
that we have school on Veterans 
Day because if I had the day off 
then I would just sit at home 
sleeping in and sit on the couch 
watching TV all day. And having 
school allows me to think about 
all the veterans that risked their 
lives to protect, save, and allow 
me to have a better life,” says 
Maggie Velloso, a Trumbull High 
senior.
 Trumbull High history 
teacher, Mrs. Rubano agrees that 
we should have school, saying 

“If students were allowed to stay 
home then they would not think 
about the veterans that helped 
keep us safe and protect our free-
dom; instead they would sleep 
late or go shopping with friends, 
never taking the time to think 
about the veterans.”
 The answer is clear 
that this year Trumbull will have 
school, but will this change in 
the near future? 
 As this debate contin-
ues, the Trumbull high students 
will have to get dressed and put 
on their school clothes and happy 
faces for their first period classes 
starting at 7:27 A.M. It will be a 
fun and educational experience if 
students let it, but it can also be 
a less appreciated experience if 

teachers do not provide informa-
tion and education on the topic.
 For the seniors, there 
will be an assembly for Vet-
erans Day and Mrs. Rubano’s 
says, “The assembly will be an 
inspiring experience as you hear 
war stories from veterans, and 
last year I had to bring tissues 
because it made me emotional. 
Throughout the day last year, 
students were discussing the 
assembly, which was great!” So 
let’s hope this year’s assembly 
will bring inspiration feeling to 
the student body and educate 
students on the importance of 
Veterans Day.

 Amy Griswold says, “We should 
have school but the fact that we 
learn the same thing every year, 
makes me believe that we should 

have the day off.”

Kamal Shaham says, “ I believe that 
we should have Veterans Day off  

like every other school.”

 Ximena Cordal says “I believe 
strongly that we should have no 

school on Veterans Day because the 
same thing is learned every year.” 

Jalaam Robison says, “I believe that 
we should have it off because we 

have Columbus Day off. Why should  
we not have Veterans Day off?”

After dutifully serving his country, 
John W. is now ready to retire at 65 
years old. Photos courtesy of Jossy 
Layedra.

John received a purple heart medal 
in honor of his courage, bravery, and 

service to our country.
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Instagram is an instant addiction
 Is Instagram a new 
form of advertisement? If you 
are not familiar with this popular 
new app you might be living 
under a rock. 
 Excuse the harshness 
but it’s true, Instagram has taken 
the app market by storm and 
some users even prefer it to the 
multi-million dollar company 
Facebook. 
 In just two short years, 
Instagram is now a billion dollar 
company. Over 80% of students 
at Trumbull High School have 
an iPhone and the majority of 
the owners also have an Insta-
gram account. While many users 
post pictures of picturesque 

landscapes, “selfies” or “Throw-
back Thursday” pics, you can’t 
help but notice as you scroll 
through your feed the numerous 
posts containing pictures of food, 
drinks, and cooking experi-
ments.  
 Just the other day, an 
“artsy” picture of a Pumpkin 
Spice Latte from Starbucks re-
ceived over 85 likes! This brings 
up the question of advertisement. 
If random people from high 
school can generate so many 
views from snapping pictures 
of well-recognized food brands, 
should these companies advertise 
through Instagram? 
 Mrs. O’Connell, a 
member of the business depart-
ment at Trumbull High School 
shares her opinion on the topic. 
“Staying current with technology 
will keep companies and prod-

Carly Goroff ‘13
EE Staff Writer

ucts relevant to their technology 
savvy markets.  Using Instagram 
or any of the latest technology 
available will keep the product 
“alive” and at the forefront of the 
consumers’ minds.  So yes, Insta-
gram is an amazing new venue to 
assist in advertising a product.”
 Going digital and 
utilizing the new technology 
of the 21st century is a step 
that’s crucial to the growth and 
development of any business 
trying to succeed in the ever-
evolving market. Instagram can 
be harnessed by companies who 
especially produce food and 
drinks because if a student from 
Trumbull High can target 85 
viewers imagine what a world-
wide company such as Starbucks 
could achieve. 
 The possibilities are 
endless. 

 Now more than ever, 
teachers are reporting weekly 
plans over the web, assigning 
at-home online tests, and com-
municating through the internet. 
This may sound like a modern-
istic way to learn, however, is 
there a downside to the rise of 
technology use in THS?
 One popular site 
used lately, Edmodo, is a less 
involved version of facebook. 
Teachers are able to put their 
class plans on a calendar for an 
entire month in advance, allow-
ing those “type A” students to 
plan ahead. 
 They are also able to 
post assignments and announce-
ments to the whole class as 
a group, or just send private 
messages to individual students. 
Edmodo allows students to see 
their grades easily and quickly, 
which is very convenient. Cur-
rent senior, John Watts said, 
“Edmodo and it’s similarities to 
Facebook attract students and 
almost make it fun to use.”
 Another recent website 
is Juno, where teachers can 
assign their classes to take an 
at home test or quiz.  It is very 
specific and eliminates most 
chances of a student cheating by 
giving teachers the ability to set 
a time limit (darn technology!). 
 Interestingly, the way 
students access these new site 
is also more advanced. Now,  
almost all classrooms at THS 

are supplied with smartboards 
in place of a regular chalk/white 
board. Additionally, each of the 
websites mentioned above is 
available as an app on the oh-so-
famous iPhone. (Even more of 
an excuse for students’ noses to 
be glued to their smartphones). 
Soon, our students will seem 
more like a 
business cor-
poration than 
a class if we 
continue in this 
direction!
     The fact 
that THS is up 
to par with the 
modern ways 
of learning 
reflects well 
on the school 
to outsiders. 
Obviously, it is 
much faster ac-
cessing infor-
mation through 
the web than 
through reading 
books.  
 Most text books can be 
accessed through online versions, 
making for less to haul around. 
Being able to communicate with 
the teacher so easily is a benefit 
to the student and to the teacher, 
so there is no confusion between 
them. With the ability to test 
at home, much of the time that 
would be taken up in class could 
be spent learning instead. So, 
overall this conversion to high 
tech THS should allow students 
to get a more thorough educa-

tion, more easily.
 The most important 
thing that must accompany new 
technology is the proper set of 
skills to use that technology. Un-
fortunately, the THS teachers and 
staff are not smartboard/com-
puter nerds. Many classes have 
experienced problems with their 

smartboard during class resulting 
to using the good ol’ white board. 
 Also, one would like 
to think that teachers could rely 
on something as smart as their 
computer, however they would 
be mistaken. Computers can 
freeze, shut down, or just plain 
old freak out. If a student was 
taking their Juno quiz at the time 
of a computer melt down, their 
grade automatically is a zero for 
that grade. 
 In fact, John Watts had 
a similar experience. “I took a 

Juno quiz at home on my iPhone 
and my mom called. My test 
was submitted after answering 
only two questions.” While this 
could be fixed by the teacher if 
they allow them to try again, but 
this involves trust between the 
student and teacher. 
     What if the internet at one stu-

dent’s house 
is out for 
a day, and 
they can’t 
access their 
homework 
on Edmodo? 
It becomes 
an inconve-
nience which 
has to be 
dealt with 
the next day. 
Vital class 
time is wast-
ed trying to 
figure out 
how to get 
the pen to 
write or the 
random red 

line to erase on the smartboards. 
Time is spent explaining how to 
use these new applications and 
what to do if they don’t work, 
and dealing with them when they 
fail. Again, this could be solved, 
but it is time consuming.
 So, is it worth the time 
and effort it takes to get the 
whole technology thing down pat 
to avoid these types of issues? 
 THS teacher, Mr. 
Basbagill agree that this technol-
ogy is an overall advantage. “I 
have faith that things will come 

Stephanie Guerin ‘13
EE Staff Writer 

Technology in the classroom 
defines student learning

together, but until then it will be 
a hassle,” said Mr. Basbagill. 
 Whether or not its use 
will progress in THS depends on 
how well it goes this first year of 
use, and if these teachers ever get 
the hang of these darn smart-
boards!
 Many people also think 
this tech-savvy generation has 
been significantly effected from 
this boom of new products, and 
not in a good way. 
 THS teacher, Mr. Blanc, 
said: our generation has “lost 
the ability to think.”  He meant 
that this generation of teens has 
become lazy and uncreative. 
Everyone can instantly get the 
answers to any question, in the 
palm of their hand. 
 THS senior Cristen 
Yakush agrees, one of her most 
recent tweets was: “People are 
so dependent on technology it’s 
sad.”
 Will future genera-
tions continually become more 
reliant on these things? As the 
products get smarter and smaller, 
the world will become more and 
more reliant on technology. 
 “Teaching and learn-
ing facts will be less important,” 
said Mr. Basbagill. He thinks 
that because facts are constantly 
becoming easier to access, teach-
ing them becomes pointless. As 
many adults his age may agree, 
he said, “I feel lucky to have 
been part of a generation that 
didn’t rely on technology. Only 
time will tell how the future will 
truly be affected by this revolu-
tion.

Top photo courtesy of boxoftricks.net . Above photo courtesy of
techcrunch.com
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From combat to Connecticut 
A veteran’s return to “normal” life

Taylor Milne ‘13
EE Staff Writer

Alan Bakula on duty in Afghanistan. Photo courtesy of the New York Times.

 Trumbull High School 
junior, Paige Paoletti, witnessed 
the difficulties of a veteran’s 
return to home from war dur-
ing her brother-in-law’s recent 
homecoming.  
 Paige’s oldest sister’s 
husband, Alan Bakula, was de-
ployed to Afghanistan and spent 
thirteen months there on active 
duty. Alan thoroughly enjoyed 
the time he spent at war and now 
is planning to become a Navy 
Seal, but the transitions from war 
to home were not easy.
 Returning home to his 
wife and family was a reoccur-
ring dream of Alan’s while at 
war, but the reintegration into a 
normal lifestyle turned out to be 
much different than what he had 
envisioned while in Afghanistan.  
 This much-awaited 
return was not a simple adjust-

 

ment. Alan describes the life he 
came back to as “far from what 
any individual would consider 
normal.” In the anticipation of 
Alan’s return, Paige and her fam-
ily were eager to hear about what 
life was like in Afghanistan, but 
Alan did not open up to anyone. 
 “He does not like to 
share any stories.” Paige and her 
family had to accept that asking 
for a story is like asking him to 
relive the horrors, and informa-
tion is disclosed sparingly, if at 
all. Therefore, any information 
shared is greatly appreciated.
 During the months spent 
on active duty Alan suffered a 
gunshot to the ankle and a mine 
blowing up in his face so the 
return home from war sounds as 
if it would be a huge relief, but it 
is not the end to the nightmare, 
literally and theoretically. 
 Alan returned from 
combat in April 2010 and was 
back on duty by the summer. 
“There was no leisure time to 

even adjust and ever get sleep.  
The nightmares kept me up at 
almost all hours.”
  Relaxation during 
the short time off duty was a 
challenge in itself due to the 
ever-present horrors of war, “I 
hardly had time to chill with my 
family.”
 Transitioning from 
living in a war zone to living in 
Trumbull with his wife was a 
dramatic change, but Alan shared 
surprising information about 
leaving the violence in Afghani-
stan. “It was so great to see my 
family and wife after so long 
but I loved being there. I am so 
proud to be protecting everyone 
I know back home while I am 
away.”
 For more information, 
read the New York Times article 
and interactive page that fol-
lowed young soldiers at http://
www.nytimes.com/interactive/
world/battalion.html#/1-87/32.

Stephanie Guerin ‘13 
EE Staff Writer

 Most people view 
Veterans Day as a holiday  
occurring once a year, and 
everyone knows they are 
supposed to appreciate the 
people who have fought for their 
country. 
 On Veteran’s Day, 
people pay attention to a special  
television program or reflect 
on  the Pledge of Allegiance, 
but does this day truly touch the 
majority of people in any way? 
If one has not had any personal 
connections with a veteran, it is 
hard to fully absorb the immense 
significance of Veterans Day. 
 However, after a look 
through the eyes of a veteran 
himself, this holiday may mean 
a whole lot more than just a 
name.
 Bruce Dutton joined 

recognition for all veterans. That 
way, all veterans, like Bruce, 
can be respected and thanked for 
their  sacrifices. 
 Some people would 
suggest that citizens, especially 
young adults and teens, do not 
really appreciate this special day 
as much as they should. 
 “I don’t feel enough 
people really know what it’s all 
about,” Bruce said. 
 He agrees that the 
meaning of Veterans Day has 
somewhat been lost and must be 
reintroduced to our country. He 
claims it’s not only a day that 
veterans and their families rec-
ognize, but a day that everyone 
should recognize. 
 Not just Bruce, but all 
veterans deserve for people to 
take at least a few minutes of 
this day to reflect on  their 
own personal meaning of Veter-
ans Day and to appreciate all that 
these amazing people have done.

Veteran Bruce Dutton sits comfort-
ably at home as he reflects on his 

past experiences in the army.

the army in 1981 where he 
went for U.S. Armor Training 
in Ft. Knox, Kentucky. He was 
then stationed at Fort Stewart, 
Georgia where he became a Tank 
Commander. From there, he was 
deployed to Egypt to train with 
the Egyptian Army.
 After six months, he 
was stationed in North Korea to 
maintain a watch on the North 
Korean Army. Once his tour 
of duty was complete, he was 
released from service. During his 
two years, he moved up in the 
ranks from Private to Sergeant.
 As a veteran, this day is 
an important holiday for Bruce, 
but he realizes it is not held in as 
high of regard to everyone. 
 He said, “When I was a 
kid, we used to get Veterans Day 
off from school. Now I feel it is 
almost a forgotten holiday.” 
 He feels as though 
it makes sense to have school 
on Veterans Day, but it would 

be very meaningful if schools 
were to use the day to teach the 
student body what the holiday 
is really about. He suggested 
that students could benefit from 
hearing veterans come and 
speak about their experiences. 
All veterans deserve to be 
recognized on this day much 
more than they have the past few 
years.
  When asked if 
he feels as though he gets enough 
recognition on Veterans Day, 
Bruce said, “I feel most people 
only associate veterans as the 
Old Guard: World War II, the 
Korean War, Vietnam War, and 
Iraq and Afghanistan War.”
 “By me not being in a 
conflict, I don’t get recognized 
as being a veteran.”  This should 
not be the case.
 Veterans Day should be 
a day to consider anyone who 
has fought for the country, and 
there should be some sort of 

 The student body of 
THS could take on this ideal 
to reinvent the holiday of 
Veterans Day, and give these 
men and woman the thanks they 
deserve. 

The New York Times asked members of the military who previously served 
or are currently serving in Afghanistan to help document daily life during 
war using photographs, video, and writing. To view a selection of the writ-
ing that was submitted go to: http://documents.nytimes.com/soldiers-and-

military-families-writing-on-afghanistan-war#document/p28



9 Entertainment
The Eagle’s Eye                 November 8, 2012  Issue 1

 “That’s why our show 
is so successful, because, I don’t 
know, you guys tell me what you 
think because, a lot of it we just 
sort of make up.” 
 Who would you attribute 
a quote like this to? Would it be 
from The Daily Show, a comedy 
television program whose writ-
ers have stated time and time 
again that they are not legitimate 
journalists and their creation is 
just a silly fake news show? Or 
would you expect it to be from 
Fox News’s Gretchen Carlson, the 
Twenty Four Hour News Network 
whose slogan is “Fair And Bal-
anced.” Those words did, in fact, 
come from Carlson’s mouth, much 
to the supposed dismay of this 
writer, and many others… right?
 Truth is, we are living 
in a nation where our actual news 
organizations have become about 
as reputable (or possibly less) as 
shows like Comedy Central’s The 
Daily Show and The Colbert Re-
port. What’s even stranger? Those 
shows seem to be transcending 
the sum of their parts and turning 
into a real, better, more reputable 
source of news for Americans. 
How is this possible? 
 The answer lies within 
the major focus of shows like 
these: Satire. Jon Stewart has 
stated many times that his show is 
purely a source of satire and enter-
tainment, and that the writers are 
not journalists or carry journalistic 
responsibility. 
 If this is true, then why 
are people finding more actual re-
porting in this fake news program 
than say, MSNBC? It all comes 
back to satire. It turns out when 
you’re making fun of something 
to prove a point, you really are 

making something apparent to 
viewers. Stewart and his writing 
team not only analyze and satirize 
current political stories, but also 
the media institutions that are 
supposed to be covering them the 

respectable way, and this is where 
the show truly shines. 
 The jokes point out the 
flaws in the way the channels 
report the news, and some of the 
things they point out make you 
wonder how they were broadcast-
ed in the first place. For example, 
one of the slogans during the 
Republican National Convention 
was “We Built It” in response to 
a gaffe President Obama made 
during a speech. So, a large part 
of the RNC was built on a quote 
that was taken out of context and 
had the meaning twisted into a 
negative connotation. 
 To illustrate this, Stewart 
and Correspondent John Oliver 
got into a conversation about Oli-
ver’s adventures at the convention, 

where he said he met some women 
by telling them things that weren’t 
exactly true. In Oliver’s defense 
though, he said he was “Changing 
the meaning of the words to make 
them fact, much like the Republi-

cans.”  The shows form of satire 
showcases the cracks in political 
systems and the people that report 
on them.
 However, the point can 
still be made that the writers of the 
show are not journalists, and they 
repeatedly make that clear. But 
it’s been shown many times that 
Stewart does hold some political 
clout and does know what he’s 
talking about. If you need any 
proof, look at his October 2004 
appearance on the CNN debate 
program Crossfire, a show where 
pundits from both the Right and 
Left argue about current events. 
Stewart was supposed to be on 
mainly to promote America: The 
Book, but the shows hosts asked 
him why his interview questions 

were so basic. Stewart retaliated 
brutally, first stating that he is not 
a Journalist and had no respon-
sibility to conduct hard-hitting 
interviews, and then ripped into 
Crossfire itself, calling it “Parti-

san hackery” that reduced news 
coverage of important issues to a 
series of talking points from both 
Political extremes. It was probably 
no coincidence that Crossfire was 
cancelled three months later, with 
even CNN’s CEO saying he sym-
pathized with Stewart’s criticism 
of the program. Stewart has also 
publicly criticized CNBC, among 
other news organizations.   
 From this alone, you 
might believe The Daily Show is 
just as biased as any other news 
program. And while the show 
does seem to lean toward Liber-
alism, it’s not afraid to take shots 
at the party. If you want obvious 
satirical bias though, you need 
to turn to one Stephen T. Colbert 
for that. The Colbert Report spun 
off from The Daily Show in 2005 

and is hosted by Stephen Colbert. 
Not the real Stephen Colbert mind 
you, but the character he created 
during his time as a Correspondent 
on Stewart’s program. Colbert’s 
character is unashamedly, blatantly 
Conservative. And that’s the whole 
point. 
 Colbert in real life is a 
Democrat, but the performance 
he puts on is one of a “Well-inten-
tioned, poorly informed high-status 
idiot”, a parody of Right Wing pun-
dits like Bill O’Reilly. His normal 
actions include always agreeing 
with Fox News and Republicans, 
criticizing the “Lamestream Lib-
eral Media”, and elevating his 
opinion up to the word of God. 
 It’s through all this that 
his real views shine through, as 
his criticism of Conservatives are 
cleverly disguised as criticism 
for Liberals. This can sometimes 
make Colbert’s satire even more 
biting than Stewart’s. Once again, 
through satire and humor are how 
we can really see what the world is 
like, and nobody does it better than 
the people at these shows. 
 It doesn’t take a CNN 
Reporter to realize that our country 
is not in great shape. It also doesn’t 
necessarily take a Fox News Cor-
respondent to point fingers at 
someone or something for it. But 
maybe the reason programs like 
The Daily Show and The Colbert 
Report have transcended their 
original intentions is because the 
best way to deal with the political 
problems that face us every day is 
to just laugh at them. While it might 
be worrisome to think that our fake 
news is gaining more legitimacy 
than our real ones, we can all take 
comfort in the fact that whatever 
problems may face our nation, 
there will always be someone to 
make fun of it. And who knows? 
He’s probably right. 

How fake news is becoming something more
Noah Levy ‘13
EE Managing Editor

The Long Island Medium: Fact or fiction
Lisa Ward ‘13
EE Staff Writer

The Daily Show News Team. Photo courtesy of Cleveland.com

 The Long Island Me-
dium: Fact or Fiction? Imagine 
what it would be like to have a 
woman with giant blonde hair 
and long red nails approach you 
to inform you that your dead 
grandmother is there to talk to 
you? 
 Theresa Caputo from 
TLC’s Long Island Medium 
matches this description. The 
mom of two from Long Island 
believes she has a gift that al-
lows her to connect with people 
who have “crossed over,” as she 
calls it.
 The Long Island Me-
dium has gotten feedback from 

skeptics who doubt her to praise 
and relief of people who have 
been able to communicate with 
their loved ones. 
 Junior Alexa Bragg says 
“It seems like mediums might be 
in it to make money. It doesn’t 
really make sense to me how a 
person can talk to dead people. 
Since I’ve never actually been 
to a medium, it’s hard to say 
whether I believe or not.”
 In a poll of 20 Trum-
bull High students, 12 people 
said they definitely believe in 
mediums, six disproved of them, 
while two were unsure or felt 
they needed to experience an 
interaction with a medium before 
knowing for sure. 
 Many people who ap-

pear on the show have a hard 
time understanding and trust-
ing Theresa. In one episode, 
Theresa approached a skeptic at 
the grocery store to channel her 
dead mother who had “stepped 

forward.” As Caputo spilled out 
information that only the skeptic 
would know about, viewers could 
see they were starting to believe. 
 Although there are some 
skeptics, there are still many peo-
ple who admire Theresa’s gift. 
In fact, she has an agenda full of 
appointments with no availability 
for over a year. 
 Senior Hannah Smith 
says “I think it’s so cool that 
there are normal people in the 
world who can communicate 
with people who have passed. I 
like watching the show because 
people get so much relief and 
closure after Theresa passes a 
message from their loved ones. 
It would be awesome to be able 
to see a medium one day because 

you never know what to expect.”
 Aside from Theresa 
approaching people in public to 
relay a message to them about 
their loved one, she likes to show 
she is a typical person. The show 
takes viewers around with her 
husband and two college kids. 
 In one episode, the fam-
ily helps her daughter prepare 
for her license test while her son 
moves home after graduating col-
lege.
 Theresa says in the 
opening credits of The Long 
Island Medium, “I like to think 
of myself as your typical Long 
Island mom, but I have a very 
special gift- I talk to the dead.”
 The show airs every Sun-
day night on TLC at 9 PM. 

Theresa Caputo, the Long Island 
Medium. Courtesy Of lightworker-
buisness.com 
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 As you can see by the 
leaves littering the ground, fall 
has arrived. Along with the leaves 
changing and falling to the ground, 
many coffee shops like Dunkin’ 
Donuts and Starbucks break out 
their anticipated fall flavors! 
These flavors often include apple 
and pumpkin, but these coffee 
shops use them in creative ways. 
Check out these popular cafés and 
try their autumn flavors!
 Dunkin’ Donuts cafés 
offer a plethora of different fall 
flavors. For coffee; they sell 
pumpkin flavored coffee (iced and 
hot) and also a cinnamon flavor. 
 A Trumbull High student 
states “The pumpkin iced coffee 
was so delicious that I purchased 
K-cups to enjoy it at home!” 
While enjoying your coffee you 
can chow down on one of the 
many baked good Dunkin’ offers. 
The name Dunkin’ Donuts implies 
that there will be many delicious 
donuts to eat, and the title reigns 
true. 
 D&D seasonal items in-
clude three different donuts, two 
muffins, two types of munchkins, 
and, they also carry, an apple 
pie bar. If you are not impressed 
enough, they also carry pumpkin 
cream cheese to enjoy on your 
fresh bagel. Stop by Dunkin’ 
Donuts and try one of their great 
fall menu items, and remember 

“America Runs on Dunkin”.
 Starbucks Coffee is 
known for its sophisticated tastes. 
During autumn some of these 
tastes include salted caramel 
coffee, pumpkin spice coffee, 
and Tazo chai tea. You could 
purchase as a latte, a frappuccino, 
or just, iced or hot. Along with a 
beverage, a bakery item could be 
enjoyed. Starbucks has recently 
started selling cake pops; so with 
your coffee or tea, you could eat 
a seasonal salted caramel cake 
pop. If you are not into the idea 
of a cake pop a pumpkin scone 
might suit your fancy; or a slice 
of pumpkin bread, or a delicious 
pumpkin cream cheese muffin. 
Visit Starbucks and taste the fla-
vors for yourself.
 Now it’s your turn. Go 
to  S ta r-
bucks and 
Dunkin’ 
D o n u t s 
and  s ee 
for your-
self what 
the buzz 
is  about 
with the 
seasonal 
i t e m s 
on sale . 
S h a r e 
y o u r 
o p i n -
ion  and 
tell your 
friends.

  The Guacamole Grille is 
a small locally owned and oper-
ated Mexican restaurant on Main 
Street in Trumbull.  It opened on 
July 17 this year, and is a big hit. 
Mona Casella, the owner of the 
restaurant said that the first few 
weeks were hectic and there were 
a lot of customers coming to try the 
new place in town.  
 The restaurant is inviting 
and fun.  The walls are colorful and 
decorated nicely; there is room to 
accommodate a small crowd, and 
a porch in front of the restaurant 
that allows for outdoor dining in 
nice weather. Music added to the 
festive atmosphere. 
  Also, the restaurant is 
family friendly. There are menu 
items for everyone, at an afford-
able price, and a kids’ menu as 
well.  Multi-colored tortilla chips 
are free with every meal, and there 
are 12 different salsas available to 
try.   
 Along with interesting 
meals, there are plenty of drinks 
available.  Bottled Mexican soda 
is available in 5 flavors, Starbucks 
bottled Frappuccinos are sold as 
well.  There are more traditional 
fountain sodas and water in addi-
tion.  The menu has healthy options 

such as soft tacos, black beans, 
and salads.  The variety in choices 
wasn’t the only surprise about the 
food.  The tortilla chips are dyed 
with vegetable dyes, so they are 
all natural.  All the salsas are made 
fresh daily on location, and every 
meal is made to order. The service 
was fast and all the food was deli-
cious.  Napkins are necessary, but 
the food is worth it.       
 The staff was very friend-
ly and helpful.  Ms. Casella was 
informative when I asked about the 
establishment.  She made sure all 
the patrons were at ease and well 
fed. Overall, Guacamole Grille 
is a family friendly, conveniently 
located restaurant with delicious 
food.  The restaurant is at 5663 
Main Street in Trumbull, and you 
can call (203) 880-5539 for take-
out.  

The Guacamole 
Grille

Dunkin’ Donuts vs. Starbucks

 Are you tired of your 
bedroom being plain or out dat-
ed? Do you want to modernize 
your room, but don’t have large 
amounts of money to spend? Here 
are a few easy, inexpensive tips to 
give your room a fresh, new look.
 Repaint your walls – You 
don’t have to be an expert painter 
to give your room a bright pop of 
color. Paint is not very expensive, 
and it will make your room look 
brand-new. Push all furniture to 
the center of your room, or at 
least away from the walls. You 
should cover any items in danger 
of getting paint on them. Then 
grab your brush and begin! Tip: 
To make a bold statement in your 
room, paint one wall a different 
color than your other walls. This 
accent wall will be perfect to put 
your bed up against. 
 Add accessories – Ac-
cessories will bring a customized 
look to your room and can cost 
you next to nothing. You should 
search the dollar stores and clear-
ance sections in all of your favor-

ite department stores. Whether you 
find comfy throw pillows or some-
thing as simple as a picture frame, 
find what speaks to you. Or if you 
find yourself without the time to 
do this, you can use existing items 
in your house. Hang up a poster of 
your favorite movie star or athlete, 
or put some photos of your friends 
on a bulletin board. This will make 
your room personalized and will 

update it tremendously.
 Clean up your clutter – 
This may seem like a simple thing 
to do, but it will really make an im-
pact. By hanging up your clothes 
and organizing the papers on your 
desk you will give the illusion of 
a completely new room. One easy 
way to do this is to buy or make 
storage boxes. Department stores 
such as Target have decorative 

Budget bedroom update

Robin Wyckoff ‘15 
EE Staff Writer

Gabby Tropp ‘16 
EE Staff Writer

Martha Hegley ‘16
 EE Staff Writer 

boxes of all sizes at low prices, 
but if you want to save even more 
money, you can make one yourself. 
Take an old shoe box and some 
wrapping paper and cover the box. 
You can store all sorts of items you 
don’t have a place for in here. 
With these easy steps you can cre-
ate a custom-made, reorganized, 
bedroom at a low cost.

Photo courtesy of homedesigns.net

Photo courtesy of Martha Hegley

Photo courtesy of colvinconsum-
erbehavior.blogspot.com. Bottom 
photo courtesy of cimcontent.net 

Photo courtesy of  photo-
dictionary.com



11 Lifestyle
The Eagle’s Eye                 November 8, 2012 Issue 1

 Back in February 
hundreds of designers released 
their Fall 2012 Collections in 
New York City at Mercedes-
Benz Fashion Week. As the 
leaves begin to change, snow 
begins to fall, and tans begin 
to fade, students make the bit-
tersweet transition from sum-
mer to school. And flaunt these 
new fashion trends.  
 With colder weather  
in our midst, students can don 
the simple but unique trends 
that were all over the runway 
and are now hitting the streets. 

 Designers made sure 
to be practical this season by 
adding unexpected twists to 
traditional fall pieces. Just 
because the weather is getting 
colder, does not mean style has 
to suffer. 
 Stay toasty warm and 
fashionable this season by 

bundling up in a big oversized 
sweater that has an eye-catch-
ing print or is a unique color. 
 Another trend that got 
a re-vamp was one of autumn’s 
most beloved colors, burgundy. 
Designers took advantage of 
this universally flattering color 
any way they could. From 
lightweight cotton to luxuri-
ous velvet, no matter what the 
fabric was burgundy stole the 
show every time. 
 Say goodbye to plain 
silhouette’s and hello to the 
Peplum trend for this fall. 
Peplum is a ruffle that is added 
around the waist of a dress, 
skirt or even shirt. Surprisingly 

Fashion week translates into everyday school wear  
Kerry Marques ‘14
EE Staff Writer

 On September 21st, 
2012, the long awaited event 
finally came. It was the release 
of the iPhone 5, Apple’s latest 
version of the iPhone, which 
had kept loyal Apple support-
ers, and new customers alike, 
on their toes for months. The 
first iPhone to be released after 
the late Steve Jobs, Apple was 
faced with the task of creat-
ing an even more innovative 
device, to continue pioneering 
and leading their field. With in-
creased competition from An-
droid, the challenge was met 
head on. The new iPhone was 
fittingly advertised as, “The 
Biggest thing to happen to the 
iPhone, since the iPhone” and 
did not disappoint. 
    The day of release, lines 
worldwide were out the door 
from the night before. Sopho-
more Amy Virasak was just 
one of the many people ea-
ger to get their hands on the 
new product. Preordering her 
phone to coincide with her 
new upgrade, she remarks, 
“When I first saw that the 
iPhone came out, I was so 
excited. I thought it was amaz-
ing and a whole new upgrade 
from the 4s. My favorite part 

about it is that it gives me LTE 
service making it super fast. It 
even has a larger screen and 
extra lightness, which are two 
big pluses.” 
 In addition to the 
features mentioned by Vira-
sak, there are other improve-
ments. The advancements in 
the iPhone 5 are reflected in 
its improved convenience. 
Not only does it have a larger 
screen that is easier to use, with 
another row to utilize more 
apps, the WiFi connection is 
also stronger. Apple raves over 
its new, ultrafast wireless that 
can be even faster than the av-
erage WiFi connection at home, 
which Virasak mentioned. The 
new and improved A6 chip 
facilitates this, along with 
granting it a longer battery life 
for more capability. 
 In addition to the 
iPhone 5, owners of older 
version iPhones were able to 
download an iOs6 6 software 
update. Similar to the iPhone 
5, this software allows more 
accessibility such as the new 
integration of Facebook and 
Twitter. With these new strides 
in the field of cellular devices, 
it is clear that Apple has set 
many new standards its com-
petition and allowed the iPhone 
5 live up to its iconic predeces-
sors. 

Apple’s Reign
Continues

Marissa Piccolo ‘13
EE Lifestyle Editor

Left: Photo courtesy of she-
finds.com.

Above: Photo courtesy of Vogue.
com.

Americans have been ingenuous with leftovers even before the in-
vention of the fridge. Last night’s chicken becomes today’s chicken 
salad or sandwich. So it comes as no surprise that we have also found 
ways to use Thanksgiving leftovers for many other meals. Some of 
these ideas sound strange, but actually taste delicious. Here are two 

lesser-known “Thanksgiving left-overs” recipes:

Thanksgiving Leftovers
Vishakha Negi ‘13
EE Staff Writer

flattering on all body types, this 
new “it” silhouette is a touch 
that will compliment any outfit 
this fall. 
 Lastly, this season 
leather is making an unusual 
comeback. No longer for bik-
ers and rockers, designers such 
as Calvin Klein and Michael 
Kors are showcasing this clas-
sic fabric’s sophisticated side. 
When wearing leather this fall 
always remember less is more. 
Instead of a leather jacket try a 
dress that has leather detailing 
or a fun bag in a neutral leather 
color. Make the streets your 
runway this fall by wearing the 
latest fall trends. 

Cranberry Sauce Scones 
(Courtesy of food.com)

Ingredients
2 cups flour 

2 teaspoons baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon salt 

4 tablespoons butter, unsalted, cold, cut into 8 dice 
1 egg 

1 cup half-and-half, plus more for glazing 
1/2 cup cranberry sauce 
1 teaspoon orange zest 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 

1/3 cup sugar 

Preheat oven to 425. In a large bowl whisk flour baking powder, cinnamon and salt. Add orange 
zest. Using hands, rub butter into flour mixture.  In a small bowl, combine ½ cup half-and-half 
and egg. Beat well.  Add cranberry sauce and stir.  Pour wet ingredient into dry ingredients and 
combine. Use hands to mix dough.  Be careful not to overwork the dough. Cut into eight wedges.  
Gently pat half-half on top of each scone. Bake 10-15 minutes until pale golden brown.

Turkey Rice Salad 
(Courtesy of ivillage.com)

Ingredients
2 cups steamed wild rice blend, 1/4 cup rice vinegar, 1 cup diced cooked turkey

chicken 3 teaspoons sugar (optional)
1/4 cup chopped scallions
2 teaspoons minced garlic

1/2 small red onion
diced 1/4 cup chopped fresh parsley

1/2 cup chopped dried apricots or cranberries
1/4 cup canola oil

1/4 cup chopped red bell pepper (optional)
1 teaspoon dried mustard

1/4 cup finely chopped celery, including the leaves
Salt & pepper to taste

1/4 cup frozen orange juice concentrate thawed

Combine cool rice, turkey, onions, apricots, bell pepper, and celery in large bowl.
In a small bowl, mix remaining ingredients. Pour into large bowl and mix together. Refrigerate 
until ready to serve. 
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Fantasy Football: Better than the real thing
Mark Ballaro ‘13
EE Staff Writer 

Sports12

  Are you ready for some 
football? No wait, are you ready 
for some fantasy football? A grow-
ing trend among men of all ages 
and even some women is joining 
a fantasy football league. Gather 
12 friends, sign up, and you’ve got 
a competition to win it all.
  Fantasy football has been 
around for over 40 years, but has 
just gained popularity recently 
due to advances in technology. 
Years before, everything would 
be done on paper and would be 
recorded manually. Now there 
are computer systems, which will 
calculate scores and allow roster 
changes over the Internet. This 
has attracted many new users and 
has added interest to watching the 
sport of football.
  So what is actually more 
fun? The enjoyment of relaxing on 
Sunday afternoons watching your 
favorite team play or that anxious 
feeling when you are hoping to see 
if your players are doing well. 
 Ryan Pearson, a senior, is 
the commissioner of a league and 
also owns multiple teams. Though 
he is a football player and loves 
the game of football, he says that 
he is really in it for the competi-
tion. “As a competitor, there is no 
such thing as losing to me. I will 

win my league.”
  The best part about fan-
tasy football is that it is suitable for 
all ages. George Ameer, age 48, 
says he has been participating in 
fantasy football for three years with 
co-workers 
f r o m  h i s 
office.  He 
l o v e s  t h e 
competitive-
ness with the 
other league 
m e m b e r s 
and  loves 
the conver-
sations they 
have after 
each week’s 
games.  
    “This is 
my favorite 
thing to do 
online, bet-
ter than Facebook and surely bet-
ter than doing work.”
  As a few weeks have 
already passed, the excitement 
from the live draft is over, and it 
is now time to see if individual 
picks have turned out as expected. 
If not, it brings a new factor to 
the game of fantasy football. The 
ability to trade players has added 
more nerves and allowed owners 
to take huge risks. 
	 Another	major	conflict	is	
having players on a team that are 

disliked. For example, if you are 
a die-hard Giants fan, but a really 
good Cowboys player is on your 
team playing against the Giants, 
who do you root for? Are you re-
ally that big of a fan, or does the 

money trump any feelings for that 
team?
  Regardless of your age 
or your gender, if you watch foot-
ball then giving fantasy football a 
chance is highly recommended. As 
the popularity is increasing, now is 
the time to hop on the bandwagon 
and make a league. If this year 
is not your year, you will always 
have next year, and for as many 
years as you continue to be a fan 
of the sport.

(Left) This is a typical draft board 
seen in most offices throughout 
the United States. Prior to fantasy 
football becoming a hit online, 
participants would manually keep 
track of statistics and use actual 
boards instead of online accounts. 
Photo courtesy of The Sports Fan 
Journal. 

(Above): Matthew Berry of ESPN has made a living off of predicting fantasy 
results every Sunday. Has the fantasy sports world gone too far in that now we 
have these professional fantasy experts? Photo courtesy of Matthew Berry’s 
Twitter. 

Now or never for Eagles football team
Taylor Milne ‘13
EE Staff Writer

and so does the rest of the team. 
It	only	gets	us	fired	up.”	
 The team is not letting 
this loss get in the way of their 
plans to be successful. It is unani-
mous among the players that they 
are eager to prove people wrong 
in labeling them as and underdog, 
and they plan to do it one game at 
a time from here.
     Even though the kick off 
to the season resulted in defeat the 
players do not believe their loss 
has set the tone for the rest of the 
reason. 
 Ryan Pearson said,  “I be-
lieve that we wont hang out heads 
like last season and keep working 
hard…the	 positive	 attitude	 defi-
nitely has not been killed.” 
 Further, Ryan hopes 
student fans will come out to sup-
port the team for the rest of the 
season.   
 John Watts, senior fan, 
said, “I’m looking forward to 
exciting Friday nights at the 
turf. Attending the football game 
is always on my schedule for 
Fridays.”	 If	 the	 first	 few	games	
are any indication, the team can 
expect a crowd cheering for them 
at upcoming home games. 
 After compiling a 3-4 re-
cord	after	their	first	seven	games,	
the Eagles look to get back to .500.

 The 2012 Eagles football 
team is starting the new season 
after a disappointing 2011 season.  
While this might make them an 
underdog, “It feels good.” says 
senior varsity starter, Dan Paolino.
 Prior to last year, THS  
had one of its best seasons in  its 
history, but Coach Maffei explains 
last year’s poor performance was 
a result of the vast amount of 
injuries that struck the team and 
the fact that his head was not in 
the game due to personal losses. 
Within a few weeks during the 
season Coach Maffei had lost his 
father and close friend, Coach 
McDougall.
  “If we stay healthy we 
have a chance. I’m feeling good 
vibes.” Coach Maffei expects to 
see	success	on	the	field	this	year	
though and describes the team and 
“confident	and	looking	forward	to	
play,”	only	hours	before	their	first	
game at Branford High School.
  The turnout of the game 
was not as expected with Branford 
taking the win with 31 points over  
Trumbull, who scored 13 points.  
The reputation of the underdog 
stays with the team. 
 Ryan Pearson, senior, 
says: “I love being an underdog 

(Left) Coach Maf-
fei calls plays from 
the sideline during 
a game at McDou-
gall Stadium. Photo 
courtesy of the Con-
necticut Post. 

(Bottom left): THS 
running-back Ryan 
Pearson, senior, car-
ries the ball during 
a game against the 
Westhi l l  Vik ings . 
Photo courtesy of the 
Connecticut Post.

Upcoming Schedule

11/09: vs. Bridgeport Central 
11/16: vs. New Canaan
11/21: vs. St. Joseph
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