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 For years, Trumbull 
High School has been recog-
nized for its award winning 
musicals like Fiddler on the 
Roof and The Wiz, but this 
past month, a new type of play 
was added to the THS Theater 
pantheon. On November 30th, 
Trumbull High School put on its 
first ever straight play, called Al-
most, Maine, directed by Junior 
Larissa Mark and Senior Gabby 
Gottschall. Almost, Maine is 
a quirky, cute, and unbearably 
funny romantic comedy. 
 This interesting play 
shows a wide range of char-
acters and situations. From a 
married couple at the breaking 
point, unrequited lovers, two 
good pals, and one who marked 
himself a “villain,” there’s 
no situation this play has not 
touched upon. 
 The audience steps into 
the tiny, “not quite together” 
town of Almost and peeks into 
the lives of the residents. View-
ers witness the joys of love and 
life and the sorrows at the end 
of forgotten friendships. But 
unlike previous productions at 

THS, Almost, Maine is also a 
straight play. 
 Some of you may be 
asking, “What’s a straight play?” 
Well, it’s exactly what it sounds 
like. A play. Unlike a musical, 
there are no song and dance 
numbers, and the only music is 
played during the interim be-
tween scenes. This is a departure 
from previous THS Productions, 
which up to this point had all 
been musicals. 
 What do we find in the 
wacky world of Almost, Maine? 
The show is a series of vignettes, 
short ten minute scenes, that all 
take place in a town in Maine 
called, Almost. In this town, the 
audience encounters a variety of 
characters from the happy and in 
love, to the depressed and regret-
ful. 
 For example, the scene 
“Her Heart “involves two people 
named East (Will Sun) and Glory 
(Julia Illea) trying to fix her 
literally broken heart. Then there 
is “This Hurts,” about Steve 
(Michael Grischuk), a guy who 
cannot feel pain, and Marvalyn 
(Katherine Griffin), the girl who 
tries to understand him. And then 
there is “They Fell,” about two 
co-workers named Randy (Nick 

Grew) and Chad (Jordan Buck-
man) who might turn out to be 
more than just friends. 
 For all the quirky, light 
hearted stories, this show con-
tains just as many powerful emo-
tional scenes. One such is “Story 
of Hope,” about a girl named 
Hope (Emily Ramsey) coming 
back to a guy (Michael Lepore) 
who she left before having the 
chance to answer an important 
question. The preceding scene, 
called “Where It Went,” is prob-
ably the most emotionally potent 
of all the vignettes, in which a 
married couple (Matt Johnson 
and Alex Allyn) come to terms 
with several unfortunate facts 
about their relationship. 
Almost, Maine has hopefully 
started a new tradition of an an-
nual Trumbull High School fall 
straight play 
 Featuring a very talent-
ed cast of students who portray 
these situations and characters 
wondrously, it was a fantastic 
production with a great cast, and 
it is great to see the presence of 
theater expand at THS outside of 
the spring musical. 
 
Additional reporting by Tina 
DeLuca ’15, EE Staff Writer. 

New theater tradition begins with Almost, Maine

Top right and middle: A vignette from the play that included actors Rob Long an Tina DeLucia.  Bottom Left: 
Nick Grew and Jordan Buckman in “They Fell.”  Bottom right: Alex Allyn and Matt Johnson in “Where it 
Went.”  Photos courtesy of Sydney Sheehan.  

Noah Levy ‘13 
EE Managing Editor
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On Monday, October 29, 
Hurricane Sandy struck the 
town of Trumbull and many 
other neighboring communi-
ties like Long Island. Unfortu-
nately, homes were damaged 
along the coast of the Atlantic 
and New York City train and 
subway stations flooded. 
Although the power was lost 
for many, people might say 
the storm could be viewed in a 
more positive perspective. 

People, during the last 
week of October and part of 
November, came together in 
neighborhoods and helped 
one another. People gave their 
time and resources to fellow 
neighbors and friends. 

Those fortunate enough to 
have generators invited others 
over to share a warm house 
and supplies. Those without 
learned how to cope creatively 
by grilling meals, playing 
board games by candle light, 
and finding other things to do 
that normally they would not. 

Eating out was another pos-
sible solution, although many 
restaurants were also closed. 
Franco Gianni’s, an Italian 
restaurant off Trumbull’s Main 
Street, was booming with 
costumers the whole week, 
being one of the few open 
restaurants in Trumbull. 

Tyler Gil an employee at 
Franco Gianni’s said, “It was 
so busy, so busy that we ran 
out of dough and we had to 
stop taking orders for our 
pizza.” 

People realized how easy 
their life is when there is 
technology to help them and 
began to appreciate this fact, 
but also found there were 
other things to do. Instead of 
watching television or skim-
ming Facebook, many people 
spent their time reading, talk-
ing, or going outside to play a 
sport with friends. 

With all the trees and power 
lines that came down, many 
people had to somehow deal 
with the problems without the 
use of power supplies. Many 
people had to work manually 
and much harder in order to 
get the job done. Those who 
didn’t have the time to deal 
with these issues themselves 
had to call tree companies and 
landscaping companies. 

Whatever the problem, 
people learned to rely on 
themselves and their family 
and friends. While Hurricane 
Sandy benefited few people, 
the storm may have just 
helped our community come 
together a little more. 

Editor’s note: see page 4 for 
the article on how Trumbull 
High has given back to the 
community.

In the United States, one of the 
most common controversies is 
whether or not same-sex couples 
should be able to marry.  Not 
only is the social media booming 
with this issue, but in the recent 
2012 election it was an extreme-
ly prevalent topic during debates.  
This issue has created an ugly 
and heated battle between the 
church and state.  Some churches 
outdated, almost ancient ideas 
are difficult for Americans to 
abide by during times when 
more and more people coming 
out.

Is love really the blind one?
The Bible, as well as other 

religious texts, makes it clear 
that marriage is a sacred thing 
that is strictly between a man and 
woman, and anybody who goes 
against this will meet an unpleas-
ant fate in the next life.  

Now, with so many gay rights 
movements and groups like gay-
straight alliance, more same-sex 
couples feel more comfortable 
being open about their relation-
ships and taking them to the next 
level.  Religious organizations 
will continue to stay true to their 
beliefs, but very soon they could 
be standing alone.

When it comes to the Federal 
Government, many politicians 
have tended to keep quiet over 
their true beliefs in fear of los-

ing their followers.  However, 
President Obama changed this 
when he announced to the world 
that he supports those who are in 
same-sex relationships and want 
to get married.  

 Since then Connecticut, 
Iowa, Maine, Maryland, Mas-
sachusetts, New Hampshire, New 
York, Vermont and Washington 
have all legalized gay marriage.  
These nine states have made a 
simple act of love so much easier 
for thousands of couples across 
the country. Few can forget the 
two elderly females who became 
the first same-sex couple to be 
married in New York in July 
2011.  It is the hope of many that 
this will be possible in every state 
so partners will not have to travel 

to a different state, or Canada, to 
make their love official. 

Although it is a very sensitive 
topic, THS Senior Alexa Pfohl 
states her opinion on gay mar-
riage saying, “I think it should 
be legal everywhere, not just 
some states.  If you really love 
someone, I don’t see why it’s a 
problem.  And nobody even goes 
to church anymore. The church 
can believe what they want, but 
they kind of need to get with the 
times”.  Many people, young and 
old agree with Alexa’s opinion. 
So is love the blind one, or are the 
church and government the ones 
closing their eyes to reality with 
their obsolete and unfair views?

   It is almost a guarantee that as 
you walk to gym class, at least 
one person can always be heard 
saying, “I wish I didn’t have to 
go to gym.” Well, as the saying 
goes, be careful what you wish 
for. What if you were physically 
unable to participate in physical 
education for an extended period 
of time? 
   Trumbull High School should 
consider implementing a non-
contact gym class into the physi-
cal education curriculum. Stu-
dents recovering from a variety 
of injuries, such as concussions, 
or who have other medical con-
ditions, cannot play basketball, 
football, soccer, or other aggres-
sive, contact sports. Conversely, 
they may be able to do aerobic 
exercises, which a non-contact 
gym class would offer. 
   Mrs. Kluspes, a PE teacher, 
said, “It would be great to have 
an alternative for students who 
are injured.” Activities could 
include yoga, pilates, walking 

and jogging around the track, 
and utilizing the weight room to 
ride exercise bikes, ellipticals, 
and other machines.  
   According to guidance coun-
selor Mr. Kovachi, this type of 
program would be very benefi-
cial to students who are currently 
out of gym class, “It would prob-
ably be helpful for students who 
are suffering of a concussion or 
other medical condition.”
   All students must obtain 1.75 
PE credits in order to meet the 
THS graduation requirement. 
So, even if a student is medi-
cally excused from gym class for 
a considerable amount of time, 
they are still forced to deal with 
the dilemma of how to make up 
all of the necessary credits. For 
some students, this challenge can 
be extremely daunting and may 
even seem impossible. Realisti-
cally, this make-up process could 
stretch into a student’s senior 
year or it might result in taking 
two simultaneous gym classes in 
one year.
   Mrs. Lobdell, a guidance coun-

selor in A House,  said, “I would 
like to see some sort of program 
- I’m not sure what it would look 
like - for kids to earn gym credit 
so they don’t have to make it up 
later on.”
   Therefore, if this non-contact 
program were enacted, this issue 
would be eliminated since it 
would serve as an alternative way 
to earn the PE credits.
   Additionally, it would reduce 
the overwhelming stress injured 
students are currently feeling. 
This alternative program should 
be available to students who are 
trying to transition back into 
regular gym class after being 
excused as a result of various 
injuries. Depending on a stu-
dent’s medical problem and other 
extenuating circumstances, this 
class could also be operated as 
a permanent physical education 
substitute.
   Currently, Anthony Masi, a 
sophomore, is physically unable 
to partake in the regular PE class. 
He is worried about his safety 
and the possible risks involved 

when he is ready to return to 
gym, “We should not be thrown 
into a class that is too dangerous. 
We should have a choice, and that 
choice is not provided for us. I 
believe the school should be re-
sponsible for this …I don’t think 
my abilities are adequate if I were 
put in a regular gym setting.”
   It is time to accommodate the 
injured students for physical edu-
cation instead of putting them into 
study hall. This non-contact option 
will not only keep them healthy, but 
it will also allow them to remain on 
track for earning credits. 
   According to Mr. Zinser, depart-
ment chair of physical education 
and health, “We are trying to put 
back in a fitness class. We asked 
for a fitness room, but it didn’t go 
through to have a facility.…I hope 
we could at least try it next year.” 
Although the school will need to 
build an entirely separate gym 
station and hire another teacher, 
these costs are well worth it. Every 
student deserves the right to partici-
pate in PE regardless of injuries or 
medical conditions.

Alison Kuznitz ‘15
EE Senior Opinions Editor

Non-contact gym class: An alternative for injured students
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Standardized nothingness

If you’re an upperclassman, 
you’ve probably lost sleep at 
one point or another due to the 
stress of college applications. 
One of the most strenuous ele-
ments of this process is achiev-
ing the best possible score on 
standardized tests; more specifi-
cally the Scholastic Assessment 
Test. This test, better known as 
the SAT, assesses one’s ability in 
areas of writing, critical reading, 
and mathematics. While some 
believe this is an accurate repre-
sentation of a student’s knowl-
edge, others are skeptical about 
the legitimacy of this portrayal.

According to ABC, colleges 
have put extreme importance 
on test scores in the previous 
years; so much as it being the 
“make it or break it decision 
factor” for acceptance to a 
school. However, recently, an 
increasing amount of schools 
have been changing their views 
on the emphasis these scores 
play in admissions. There are 
already several schools that have 
changed their SAT policy from 
mandatory to optional. Yet, there 
are still a high rate of colleges 
and universities that require 
scores, as well as admissions 
officers with high expectations 
of exceptional scores.

In some instances, SAT scores 
are indeed a relatively equiva-
lent representation of a student’s 
intelligence when compared 
with their grade point average. 
In other cases, a student’s SAT 
scores are often significantly 
lower or higher than presumed 
given GPA, class rigor, and rank. 
So what’s the catch? Some of 
the inconsistency has to do with 
an individual student’s ability 
to take standardized tests. For 
example, students could be lucky 
guessers or slow to answering 
questions, therefore skewing 
their results.

Inevitably, there are some fac-
tors that might affect the out-
come of certain student’s scores. 
But are there more concrete 
elements influencing individual’s 
success? As it turns out, the 
SAT is considered to be “highly 
coachable,” meaning kids who 
can afford a good tutor are at a 
huge advantage. The factor of 
family income has proven score 
increases with every $20,000 
additional income per household. 
Although money should not 
determine a student’s fate on a 
college acceptance, it very well 
could be a prominent impact on 
the outcome of standardized test 
scores.

Realistically, a four-hour test 
cannot demonstrate the true abil-
ity and intelligence of a student. 
The Washington Post stated, 
“Significant research shows that 
SAT scores don’t really tell us 

anything mean-
ingful about a 
student’s future, 
either academi-
cally or in the 
work world.” 
This contro-
versy over the 
accuracy of test 
scores poses the 
question of what 
lies in the future 
for standardized 
testing.

Noah Levy ‘13
EE Managing Editor
Cristen Yakush ‘13
Maddie McGillicuddy ‘13
EE Staff Writers

Hold on! Why are you put-
ting up Christmas signs and 
coupons in your store the day 
after Halloween? This is one 
of those things about retail 
that bothers me. I understand 
business and how stores make 
money, but why must retailers 
and consumers skip from one 
holiday to the next? 

I’ve noticed that fall gets 
skipped and gypped in many 
ways. I mean, it is not like 
people are hanging their LED 
icicle lights the same time they 
are sending their children off 
back to school, but before I can 
even mouth the words “Happy 
Thanksgiving,” it is over…or, 
at least it seems that way. 

The seasons are rushed when 
stores try to bring the holiday 
season too quickly, and then 
everything is marked down 
75% the day after the holiday is 
over. This is ridiculous.

While putting up my Christ-

mas lights, the holidays got 
me thinking. Consider the film 
Christmas with the Kranks. The 
two main characters decide to 
skip Christmas and go on an is-
land getaway cruise. That’s right. 
December 25th with no Christ-
mas lights, trees, presents, and 
red and green merry jollying. 

This was mostly the husband’s 
plan and his wife is in utter 
shock at first, but then realizes 
it could be a good idea to take a 
break, but a break from Christ-
mas? Why do they do this? It is 
very funny and I think it is go-

Marisa Marturano ‘13
EE Staff Writer

ing to be a great Christmas clas-
sic someday, but should people 
be like Tim Allen and Jamie Lee 
Curtis in the movie and skip 
Christmas?

I love the holidays. I enjoy the 
holiday season; I enjoy putting 
my Christmas lights and tree 
up. I love Christmas shopping! 
Each year, I cannot wait for the 
holidays. But before we ring in 
the New Year, should we don 
our pink sweaters and bow and 
arrows for Valentines Day?

Think Christmas can’t come too early? Think again! Ornaments flood 
Macy’s well in advance. Photo courtesy of  thumbs.dreamtime.com

What compels you? What makes 
you happy, sad or frustrated at the 
world?
Send a letter or an opinions article 
to the editor.
Support or rebut ideas from arti-
cles in here or add in new ideas of 
your own.
We’ll publish it online and perhaps 
even in the next paper issue!

In recent years, Advanced 
Placement courses and exams 
have become increasingly 
common amongst high school 
students across the country. For 
rising juniors and seniors who 
are currently applying or think-
ing of applying to college, AP 
courses are having a large impact 
on whether they will get into the 
college of their choice or not. So 
are AP classes fair?

While some students and 
teachers praise these courses for 
the weight they add to a student's 
GPA as well as how they aid in 
college preparation, others argue 
that they are unfair since they 

Reconsidering AP Classes
Lisa Ward ‘13 
Marisa Moutinho ‘13
Maddie McGillicuddy ‘13
Jeremy Lewis ‘13
EE Staff Writers

give certain students an undeni-
able advantage over others who 
are not placed in AP courses.

According to College Board, 
“Trumbull Public Schools has 

increased the number of students 
participating in AP from 185 to 
233 while still enabling more 
than 70% of AP students to earn 
at least one score of 3 or higher.”

Says senior Carly Goroff, AP 
courses have smaller class sizes 
and more time to ask the teacher 
questions. There are setbacks, 
though, as she adds, “The only 
bad thing is the work load with 
homework every night, on week-

ends, and over breaks.”
THS Writing Specialist Mrs. 

Netting agrees that for some 
students AP classes are benefi-
cial, but for others, the classes 
are over their heads. However, 
she does believe that “every-
one deserves a fair shot at AP 
programs,” as she has personally 
seen students who didn’t have 
good writing skills their early 
years become excellent students 
after working there way up in 
higher level courses.

Says THS senior Grace 
Forster, “Since I want to go into 
pre-med in college, taking AP 
classes that I could have to take 
eventually should definitely help 
me in the long run. I can also get 
some credits out of the way and 
save a ton of money.”

On the other hand, for students 
who are not enrolled in AP 
courses, the disadvantage they 
are faced with is incredible. A 
student in an AP class automati-
cally receives .07 weight added 
to their GPA. While this seems 
like an insignificant amount, 
this .07 multiplied by however 

many AP courses are being taken 
can push students’ GPA’s so far 
as to a 5.0 - far higher than the 
maximum GPA a student in ACP 
classes can receive.

Senior Cassie Urban states, 
“It’s really frustrating that people 
in AP classes have such an 
advantage...it creates a segrega-
tion between students being in 
different level classes.” 

We seeked a guidance coun-
selor for their opinion, and talked 
to Mrs. Hilser, the guidance 
chairwoman. She said, “Students 
should choose classes that they 
can excel in. They should not go 
too hard or too easy on them-
selves.” She later added, “I don’t 
think students should be required 
to take the AP Exam, seeing they 
might not want additional stress, 
but taking it to gain college 
credit can’t hurt them.” 

This is a major concern to all 
prospective college students be-
cause now that more students are 
getting into AP courses, college’s 
higher expectations make the 
admissions process even more 
competitive and stressful.

AP classes involve a lot of books. Pictured above is a stack of typi-
cal test prep materials. Photo courtesy of supertalk.superfuture.com

Photo courtesy of amandabauer.

Skipping the holidays



4 News
The Eagle’s Eye                 December 21, 2012 Issue 2

Vishakha Negi ‘13
EE Co-Editor-in-Chief

Joining the ranks of New 
York, Connecticut is now ready 
to implement its blueprint for the 
Affordable Care Act. Accord-
ing to The Connecticut Post, 
Gov. Daniel P. Malloy and the 
General Assembly have estab-
lished the Connecticut Health 
Care Exchange and received 
$107 million for implementation 
of the law, putting Connecticut 
a month ahead of the national 
government’s assigned deadline.

“It’s my understanding we in-
formed (the federal government) 
a month ago that we will be in 
full compliance. We are way 
ahead of the pack,” says State 
Rep. Betsy Ritter, D-Waterford.

“We have news to share about 
our progress and we also want to 
answer questions from residents 
who want to learn more about 
how we will achieve the goals 
of the Exchange – to provide a 
fair and trusted destination to 
support residents in accessing af-
fordable, high quality health care 
coverage.” Says Kevin Couni-
han, CEO of the Connecticut 
Health Insurance Exchange.

Originally, states faced a 
deadline of November 16 to 
submit to the federal government 
their blueprints for a “healthcare 
insurance exchange.” Under the 
Affordable Care Act, such insur-
ance exchanges or private insur-
ance options will be available to 
citizens who, if unable to pay for 
either of the options, will still be 
offered Medicaid.

This would help 12 million 
Americans come 2014; and 

ensure coverage for 11% of CT 
residents (380,000 people) with-
out health insurance.

States with Republican gover-
nors wanted to create plans only 
if Mr. Obama’s victory had been 
sealed. As the victory margin 
of forty electoral votes seems 
to convey, according to many 
analysts, the legislation was here 
to stay.

For lagging states, the deadline 
has been extended to December 
14, as plans have to be ready to 
enroll constituents starting Octo-
ber 2013, and go into implemen-
tation January 14.

Now, all that the heavily Re-
publican state governments hold 
onto is a Supreme Court ruling 
that states do not have to expand 

Medicaid plans. 
Otherwise, the deadline of 

December 14 sets up an ultima-
tum: states must make their own 
exchanges, collaborate with the 
national government on one, or 
allow the national government to 
set up one.

Most notable is Texas gov-
ernor Rick Perry’s refusal to 
comply. “This is a federally-
mandated exchange with rules 
dictated by Washington,” He 
says in a letter to Health and Hu-
man Services Secretary Kathleen 
Sebeliu a day before the former 
November 16 deadline. “It would 
not be fiscally responsible to 
put hard-working Texans on the 
financial hook for an unknown 
amount of money to operate a 

system under rules that have not 
even been written.”

Twenty-five percent of all un-
insured Americans, or 6.2 million 
people, reside in Texas, making it 
the state with the highest propor-
tion of citizens without health 
insurance.

Issues, as many Republicans 
have raised in the past, include 
the encroachment of the federal 
government, possibility of high 
premiums and how spending and 
taxes will be affected. 

According to the New York 
Times, Exit polls show that half 
of America wants either parts of 
or the whole legislation repealed. 
As a result, some analysts sug-
gest that the federal government 
raise awareness about how the 

Obamacare in Connecticut
Affordable Care Act works and 
what it can do for citizens. “There 
is still a tremendous amount of 
disinformation out there,” said 
Jeff Goldsmith, a health industry 
analyst based in Virginia. “If 
you actually are going to imple-
ment this law, people need to 
know what’s in it — not just the 
puppies-and-ice-cream parts, 
but ‘Here are the broader social 
changes intended and how they 
can help you.’”

As three years of debate have 
pointed out, there are many con-
cerns that Mr. Obama and Con-
gress will have to address. “These 
arguments we have are a mark of 
our liberty,” he said during his ac-
ceptance speech. “We can never 
forget that as we speak people in 
distant nations are risking their 
lives right now just for a chance 
to argue about the issues that mat-
ter, the chance to cast their ballots 
like we did today.”

According to the Washington 
Post, Republican states like 
Oklahoma, there is a glimmer of 
bipartisanship. “We are con-
fident we’ve kept our options 
open at this point and are going 
to make a decision based on 
what’s best...” says Alex Weintz, 
Communications Director for the 
Oklahoma government. “During 
this process, the governor has 
continued to talk with health care 
experts in Oklahoma so that if we 
were to decide to do a state-based 
exchange … we would have the 
capability, we hope, of doing so.”

For more information on Connecti-
cut’s health insurance exchange, 
visit ct.gov/hix.

State Representative Betsy Ritter talking at an earlier event about the importance of the 
development of cancer drugs and health equality. Photo courtesy of housedems.ct.gov

‘Tis the season of giving

Jenna Racz ‘13
EE Staff Writer

During this holiday season 
Trumbull High School is making 
sure it does its part to give back  
to its community through the 
Food Drive and the Toy Drive.

One month ago students were 
able to donate nonperishable 
food  items to the Trumbull Food 
Pantry. According to Mr. Pijar, 
who was in charge of the food 
drive, the donated items were 
mainly for the use of families 
during the holidays. However, 
after Hurricane Sandy the items 

will also be going to people 
who were affected by the 
storm. Fortunately, THS raised 
four to five times more food 
than last year. Mr. Pijar com-
mented that it was enough cans 
to fill his entire office.

The increase in donations 
were thanks to the participa-
tion of the P.E. staff, Spanish 
Honors Society, and the French 
Club. P.E. Staff offered the 
removal of a “zero” grade if 
students brought in four canned 
items.

“Some, not all, but some 
teachers throughout the school 

offered similar extra credit op-
portunities,” says Mr. Pijar.

One of the biggest ways 
students brought in canned items 
was thanks to an idea brought 
on by Ms. Kluspes. On Senior 
Night, students received one dol-
lar off the regular ticket price if 
they brought in two non-perish-
able items.

Mr. Pijar was especially 
pleased with the outcome of 
the food drive. “I work as an 
assistant pastor in Bridgeport. I 
know what it’s like for families 
in need, and this food will go to 
a good place.” He looks forward 

to the upcoming Clothing Drive.
Another way Trumbull High 

School is helping out their com-
munity is through the Salvation 
Army. The Holiday Toy Drive is 
here, led by Mr. Brocollo of C 
House and the Student Council. 
The Salvation Army is giving 
THS about 70 “tickets” artfully 
designed with a little drummer 
boy. Under this drummer boy is 
the name of a child, their age, 
and what they want for Christ-
mas.

THS Senior Mark Ballaro says, 
“It’s a really good cause and 
I’m really excited to be a part 

of it. My homeroom is coming 
together to give two kids the toys 
they want for Christmas.”

Mr. Brocollo is excited about 
the drive. He recently took over 
the program and wants to en-
courage students to get involved.  
He is hoping that this year will 
be as successful as previous 
drives. “Trumbull is great about 
reaching out to the community,” 
he comments. “They’re always 
willing to lend a hand to less 
fortunate people and help out.” 
Above: Students share their holiday 
spirit by donating and then loading 
food and toy drive donations.
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Model U.N. ahead of the competition
Rachel Tropp‘16
EE Staff Writer

Less than halfway through the 
year, Trumbull High School’s 
Model UN club is already way 
ahead of the competition. 

Preparing for their fourth 
conference of the year, MUN has 
also hosted activities like UN 
day. The 67th United Nations 
Day Celebration was held on 
Wednesday, October 24th, 2012.

The THS Chamber Singers 
sang about peace and politi-
cal representative Tony Hwang 
inspired students to be part of 
everyday action. The club has 
also run periodic candy sales in 
the cafeteria to fundraise for trip, 
so be on the lookout. 

Coming up soon is the Yale 
Conference, and students will be 
working very hard to prepare. If 
the club’s record is any indica-
tion, though, they will certainly 
be fantastic.

The conferences entail students 
form different committees talking 
about global problems the UN 
faces; each committee tries to 

resolve a specific problem, and 
delegates act as representatives 
for various involved parties. 
They write resolution papers and 
discuss the benefits and conse-
quences of different actions. 

Throughout the conference 
students attend speeches and 
have downtime to enjoy the at-
mosphere, and in the end, several 
delegates are awarded for a job 
well done.

The first conference of the 
year for THS MUN took place 
at Horace Mann High School 
in New York. Then, during the 
weekend of November 10-11, 
2012, the Model UN team com-
peted at the University of Con-
necticut Model UN Competition. 

There were more than 300 stu-
dents from around the northeast 
and Canada at the competition. 
Trumbull’s own graduate Emily 
Block ’10 was the chair of one of 
the committees. 

Trumbull High School came 
away with four awards after the 
weekend competition.

 Jeff Netting: Best Delegate 
for his work as Russia in the 

International Criminal Court.
Gulrukh Haroon: Best Del-

egate for her work as Nigeria in 
the Counter Terrorism Commit-
tee.

Nick Lozinak: Best Delegate 
for his work as Nigeria in UNC-
TAD.

Chitra Nidadavolu: Most Im-
proved Delegate for her work as 
Russia in UNICEF.

Most recently, THS’s MUN 
stole the show at Fairfield 
University (FUMUN) on Friday, 
November 16, 2012. Competing 
against schools, both public and 
private, from as far as New York 
and New Jersey.

Trumbull High students won 
six of the ten possible awards for 
best and honorable delegate.  
    Jeff Netting: Best Delegate for 
Germany in Humanitarian Ac-
tion of WWII and Present Day: A 
Discussion on Genocide.

Brandon Capece: Best Del-
egate as Spain in the Libyan 
Uprising Committee.

Kevin Bielicki: Honorable 
Mention as Libya in the Libyan 
Uprising Committee.

Nicole Wittstein: Best Del-
egate as World Bank Chairman 
Jim Yong Kim in the Fukushima 
Nuclear Disaster.

Ryan McEniry: Honorable 
Mention as the IEA Executive 
Director.

Lily Bauer: Best Delegate as 
Albania in the Special Session 
Crisis Committee: Human Traf-
ficking in the Balkans.

It was a great opportunity for 
new delegates to try their skills, 
because it was a day confer-
ence, whereas the rest are mainly 
overnight. 

However, there is more to 
come. Later this year, after the 
Yale Conference, THS will be 
hosting TMUNI, its annual invi-
tational conference right here in 
Trumbull. 

The conferences and experi-
ences as a result of them are both 
fun and useful, often teaching 
skills that could eventually help 
in class and throughout life. 

According to Zaineb Haroon, a 
tenth grade member, “Model UN 
has helped me develop as a pub-
lic speaker, along with becoming 

more aware of the issues in the 
world. After going to some con-
ferences like UCMUN, FUMUN 
and DartMUN, I couldn’t be 
more grateful for the opportunity 
to raise debate with new faces 
and spending the experience with 
my friends.” 

A ninth grader and new 
member this year, Taylor Berlin, 
said, “Model UN gives students 
a unique opportunity to explore 
global politics further then 
with the normal curriculum and 
Trumbull High’s MUN is one of 
the best.” 

This is certainly true, looking 
at its record. Also, it is important 
not to underestimate the benefits 
of knowing what is going on 
around you. It makes you an in-
formed person who thinks about 
solutions to world problems; if 
more people were so globally 
minded, these problems might 
not even begin. 

Clearly, the Model United Na-
tions has a lot of value to it for 
politically-minded people.  All in 
all, it’s the exciting beginning to 
an exciting year for MUN.

Mock Trial club team on top of the world

 The Trumbull High 
school Mock Trial Club Team 
left for New York City on 
October 25, 2012 to compete in 
the Empire Mock Trial Competi-
tion, a world recognized event, 
where almost all 50 states were 
represented. 
 While Trumbull was the 
only team from New England, 
other countries in attendance 
were Ireland, Canada, England 
and South Korea. At the compe-
tition, Trumbull was considered 
the underdog, never previously 

competing in this well-known 
program. During the weekend 
Trumbull High School Mock 
Trial Team shocked the globe 
when they tied for 6th in the 
world.
 Many dedicated mock 
trial members attended the 
competition including the club 
officers, Co-President and four 
year veteran Paul Leninger, Co-

President Nikki Wittstein, Co-
Vice Presidents Brandon Capece 
and Molly Stewert, Treasurer 
Kathy Nickson, and Secretary 
Jenna Tetu. 
 Club members that 
attended were four year veteran 
Jenna Racz, two year veterans 
Annie Stachura, Dante Esposito, 
Anirudh Koduru, and Kristen 
Stanise, and rookies Ross Pellen-
berg and Gianfranco Galantini. 
In addition, the two dedicated 
team coaches, Mr. August and 
Mrs. Boland, also attended.
 Last year one of the 
Trumbull Mock Trial teams came 
in 3rd in Connecticut. Due to this 
win, Trumbull High School was 

able to attend the Empire Com-
petition in New York. In prepara-
tion for the competition, the team 
was given a difficult case in the 
beginning of the past summer, 
with over 160 pages to learn.
 Last year’s case was a 
simple bullying charge against 
a made up “Jordon Miller;” 
however, in this year’s Empire 
Competition, the case was a bit 

more difficult.
 Joey Davis, a two-
year-old, died from respiratory 
arrest. This was possibly due to 
a chemical in a toy created by 
the defendant, Happyland Toy 
Company, or his death might also 
happened because he had asthma 
and his mother did not take care 
of the health problem. Who was 
at fault? This was the case the 
Trumbull High School Mock 
Trial Club Team went to court to 
debate during the Empire Mock 
Trial Competition.
 When asked about how 
she felt being able to attend a 
worldwide competition, Kathy 
Nickson commented “It was 
great knowing that all of our hard 
work and dedication allowed us 
to compete and excel at an inter-
national level.”
 Throughout the week-
end, the team faced four other 
teams. Mr. August, the team’s 
coach, summarized how the team 
did in competition in those two 
days.
 “We beat Minnesota 
State Champion, Florida State 
Champion, tied the national run-
ner-up (Georgia State Champion) 
and beat the Ireland National 
Champion. We finished in a tie 
for 6th place out of 36 teams,” he 
said.
 When asked about the 
team’s accomplishments, Mr. 
August commented that he “…
couldn’t be prouder of my kids 
and the program. We showed not 
only that we can compete on a 
global level, but we are one of 
the best teams in the country, and 
even the world.”

 There are three Mock 
Trial Teams in the school, the 
club being one to compete in 
the upcoming States Competi-
tion. The other two are part of a 
class called Honors Justice and 
Law which students can take 

once they are juniors or seniors. 
The club team is hopeful that 
their experience in a worldwide 
competition will give them a leg 
up in their state competition and 
will bring them to nationals for 
the first time in Trumbull High 

School history. 
Until then how-
ever, they’ll have 
to live with top 
6th in the world.
 Co-
President Nikki 
Wittstein said 
about the experi-
ence: “Empire 
was the most 
unbelievable 
experience 
I could ever 
hope for. The 
abilities of our 
entire team have 
been pushed far 
beyond even our 
own expecta-
tions. If there is 
anything I have 
learned, it’s that 
we have no-
where to go but 
up!”

Jenna Racz‘13
EE Staff Writer

Left: The Mock 
Trial team at the 
Empire Mock Trial 
Competition. 
Above: Molly 
Stewart presents 
the case.
Middle: Annie Sta-
chura on the stand. 
Bottom: Kristen 
Stanise and Jenna 
Tutu enjoy some 
free time



Underage drinking forum successful 

	 Has	the	influence	of	
alcohol	affected	your	life	in	one	
way	or	another?	Have	you	ever	
been	in	a	car	with	an	intoxicated	
driver?	Have	you	been	the	drunk	
driver	yourself?	
	 	On	Wednesday,	
November	28th,	Trumbull	
High	School	hosted	its	annual	
Underage	Drinking	Forum	for	
the	freshman	class,	which	ad-
dressed	the	questions	above.	The	
purpose	of	this	event	is	to	make	
students	and	parents	aware	of	
the	dangers	of	alcohol	consump-
tion	by	teenagers.	As	always,	the	
forum	was	very	informative	and	
emotional.	
	 The	school	administra-
tion	brought	in	a	plethora	of	
guest	speakers	on	this	evening.	
Among	those	who	shared	their	
stories	was	a	twenty-two	year	
old	woman	who	had	been	an	
alcoholic	since	she	was	fourteen.	
Sober	now,	the	previous	alco-
holic	spoke	of	the	detrimental	ef-
fects	of	the	substance,	regretting	
ever	becoming	involved	with	

it.	Another	speaker	displayed	a	
different	point	of	view:	a	parent	
who	had	been	devastated	by	the	
effects	of	teenage	drinking.	The	
woman’s	son	died	in	the	passen-
ger	seat	of	a	car	being	operated	
by	a	drunk	driver.	The	driver	
swerved	off	of	the	road,	totaling	
the	car	and	leading	to	the	fatal	
injury	of	the	woman’s	young	
son.	After	sharing	her	story,	she	
spoke	of	the	daily	struggles	she	
faces,	coping	with	the	loss	of	
her	son.	She	advised	all	parents	
to	remain	aware	of	the	situa-
tions	that	they	let	their	children	
enter.	Each	speaker	brought	forth	
shocking	realities	which	touched	
the	audience.
	 Other	speakers	included	
some	of	Trumbull’s	police	of-
ficers,	whose	presentations	were	
focused	on	warning	parents	to	
not	allow	parties	to	be	held	in	
their	homes.	The	officials	spoke	
about	the	consequences	parents	
would	suffer	if	they	were	found	
to	be	hosting	an	underage	drink-
ing	party.	They	showed	them	
how	serious	the	laws	are	and	
that	they	could	potentially	lose	
everything	they	have	worked	so	
hard	for	in	an	instant	if	they	are	
caught.	This	information	is	usu-
ally	unknown	to	most.	
	 Parent,	Jill	DeNomme,	
who	attended	the	forum	said,	“I	

had	no	idea	how	much	trouble	
parents	could	possibly	get	in	for	
having	a	party.	It	was	definitely	
a	shock.”	In	addition	to	this,	
they	informed	the	attendees	of	
the	Trumbull	tip	line,	a	phone	
number	to	call	if	your	life	is	in	
danger	or	you	know	of	a	gather-
ing	where	drugs	and	alcohol	are	
prevalent.	
	 One	officer	stated,	“If	
you	are	not	invited	to	a	party,	
call	us	and	we’ll	go	there	for	
you.”
	 The	main	message	
that	the	program	and	all	of	its	
speakers	hoped	to	convey	to	the	
parents	was	that	it	is	essential	
for	them	to	have	an	in	depth	talk	
about	alcohol	with	their	children.	
Its	purpose	was	to	show	the	par-
ents	that	drinking	is	a	problem,	
even	in	the	town	of	Trumbull,	
and	the	only	way	to	help	their	
child	fight	off	peer	pressure	is	
to	converse	with	them	about	the	
effects,	the	risks,	and	the	conse-
quences.	
	 Administrator	Mr.	
McLaughlin,	who	is	very	knowl-
edgeable	about	the	presentation	
said,	“My	hope	is	that	what	the	
presentation	does	is	create	a	con-
versation	between	parents	and	
their	kids	where	they	tell	them	
what	to	do	if	they	find	them-
selves	in	one	of	these	situations.”	

	 It	seems	as	though	the	
presentation	was	effective	in	get-
ting	this	message	across.	In	fact,	
Storm	N	Norman,	Webe	1108	
broadcaster,	attended	it	with	his	
child	who	is	currently	a	freshman	
at	THS.	The	morning	after	the	
presentation,	he	spoke	about	it	on	
his	radio	station	and	mentioned	
the	importance	of	the	conversa-
tion	between	parents	and	their	
children.
	 One	individual	in	atten-
dance	was	Trumbull	High	Senior	
James	DeNomme,	who	was	
working	at	the	event.	“Without	
a	doubt	the	presentation	was	eye	
opening,”	said	DeNomme.	“Even	
as	a	senior	in	high	school,	it	will	
definitely	affect	my	future	deci-
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	 A	beautiful	sight,	we	
are	happy	tonight,	walking	into	
the	Agriscience	holiday	shop.	
Every	year	brings	the	holidays,	
and	it	also	brings	the	annual	
Agriscience	holiday	shop	that	
starts	December	first	and	lasts	
almost	two	weeks.	With	holiday	
wreaths	and	poinsettias	galore,	
the	holiday	shop	at	the	Agri-
science	center	is	the	place	to	be	
to	get	all	your	holiday	needs.
	 The	holiday	shop	is	
not	just	a	way	to	make	a	profit;	
it	does	more	than	that.	It	allows	
students	to	experience	first-
hand	the	ways	of	running	a	
business	and	all	the	profits	go	
to	the	seniors	for	scholarships.	
Students	learn	about	the	world	
of	marketing,	customer	service,	
and	business.
	 “You	don’t	learn	this	
kind	of	education	from	sitting	at	
a	desk	learning	at	day.	You	learn	
from	doing	it	first	hand	and	
that’s	what	we	do	here	at	Ag,”	
says	Amy	Griswold,	a	senior.
	 “I	love	the	idea	that	
working	at	the	holiday	shop	
and	plants	sales	helps	us	in	the	
long	run	because	everything	
earned	helps	the	seniors	get	
scholarships,	which	I	think	is	a	

great	idea,”	says	Maggie	Velloso,	
another	senior.	
	 The	Agriscience	build-
ing	uses	the	funds	from	the	
holiday	shop	to	give	back	to	the	
students	in	scholarship	money	
so	that	they	could	follow	their	
dreams,	goals,	and	ambitions.
	 The	profits	helps	the	se-
niors	in	the	Agriscience	and	Bio-
tech	program	while	the	flowers	
grown	by	the	students	make	the	
community	that	much	prettier.	In	
addition,	the	holiday	shop	is	one	
of	the	most	memorable	experi-
ences	the	students	themselves.	
It	is	a	vital	part	of	Agriscience	
that	is	hands-on	and	moved	
beyond	sitting	in	a	class	for	an	
hour	reading	a	book.	It	conveys	a	
different	learning	technique	than	
the	one	found	at	most	traditional	
classroom	settings.
	 “The	holiday	shop	
produces	a	lot	of	things	them-
selves	and	students	are	part	of	
and	involved	in	the	development	
through	all	stages.	This	shows	
the	determination	and	ownership	
Agriscience	students	have.	The	
community	has	really	bought	
into	the	activities	that	these	
students	do,	especially	the	holi-
day	shop,”	says	Dr.	Tremaglio,	
Trumbull	High	School	Principal.
	 Like	Dr.	Tremaglio,	
many	admire	the	hard	work	and	
dedication	that	both	faculty	and	
students	put	into	the	holiday	
shop.	A	group	of	students	can	

always	be	found	any	day	after	
school	and	on	weekends	helping	
customers	find	their	favorite	col-
ored	wreath,	helping	them	carry	
out	their	purchases	to	the	car,	and	
having	a	great	time	in	general.
	 “The	holiday	shop	is	
my	favorite	part	of	Agriscience.	
We	decorate	and	sell	many	plants	
and	wreaths	and	we	also	give	
back	to	the	community	by	grow-
ing	the	flowers	that	they	would	
like,	which	makes	the	com-
munity	that	much	livelier,”	says	
Ximena	Cordal.
	 The	greenhouse	is	
stocked	with	an	almost	endless	
supply	of	poinsettias	that	are	rea-
sonably	priced	and	better	quality	
than	your	local	seller.	Bring	your	
holiday	spirit	and	jingle	your	
way	down	to	the	Agriscience	
center	for	all	the	holiday	plants	
and	decorations	that	you	need!	
Stop	by	and	pick	one	up	as	a	
present.

An Agriscience student displays 
two of the wreaths available at 
the shop. Both are accented with 
bows, pinecones, and holly tree 
berries to make them festive. In 
the greenhouse, there is a des-
ignated area for the traditional 
Christmas plant, the Poinsettia. 
This is one of their best sellers. 

Annual Agriscience holiday shop shines 
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sions.	I	am	glad	that	they	offer	
this	to	freshmen	and	I	hope	they	
take	as	much	out	of	it	as	I	did.”	
	 Regardless	of	the	
relationship	a	child	has	with	their	
parent	or	guardian,	it	is	important	
that	they	can	look	to	them	when	
they	find	themselves	in	a	danger-
ous	situation	concerning	alco-
hol.	This	simple	conversation,	
suggested	by	the	THS	Underage	
Drinking	Forum,	may	save	their	
lives.		

The presentation included many 
pictures, such as the one above, 
that showed the fatal dangers 
of Drunk Driving. Drinking and 
Driving is something that is com-
mon in with underage drinkers. 
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iPad Mini and the Nexus 10: 
The two tablets you want for the holidays

 With Apple’s latest tab-
let, the iPad Mini, having recently 
been released, and with the holi-
days fast approaching, many are 
wondering just what tablet to 
buy. Should they buy the iPad, 
the Mini, or maybe a tablet from 
Google or Samsung? Well, while 
the iPad Mini is by no means 
revolutionary, it does manage to 
distinguish itself from the iPad in 
a few ways, and Google’s Nexus 
10 is also an impressive system.
	 The	first	 thing	 that	one	
will notice when handling the 
iPad Mini is how light it is – 
much lighter than the normal-
sized iPad. It is also smaller and 
much easier to transport than the 
regular	 iPad,	 and	 can	 easily	 fit	
into a backpack or purse, making 
it much more convenient to use 
outside of the house. The Mini 
also compares favorably in to 
the iPad and most other tablets in 
terms of battery life, as its battery 
life clocks at over 10 hours, when 
other tablets only get around 8 
hours at the most. This does come 
at a price however, as the smaller 
screen makes typing a bit more 

difficult,	 and	 the	 lack	 of	Retina	
display may lead some to look for 
other options. Other differences 
between the iPad and the Mini are 
negligible, as Internet, video, and 
gaming all function at roughly the 
same speed on both. Data options 
range from $250 for 8GB, $350 for 
16GB, $450 for 32GB, and $550 
for 64GB, with an extra $100 if 
you want cellular data.
 Not an Apple person? 
Well, lucky for you, Apple isn’t 
the only company releasing new 
tablets. One of these other op-
tions is the Nexus 10, Google and 
Android’s most recently released 
tablet. Many people think that 
the iPad is the best tablet there 
is, but for those who disagree, 
look no further than Google’s 
recently-released Nexus 10, which 
is also very impressive, with a 
high-resolution screen (300 pixels 
per square inch), and an exclu-
sive feature called Photo Sphere, 
which allows for 3D 360-degrees 
pictures to be taken. However, 
these features are offset by the 
charging time of the Nexus, which 
is	 one	 of	 its	 flaws;	 the	Nexus’s	
charging time is simply too slow 
for anything except charging it 
overnight, and simply can’t keep 
the battery going if it is being used 

Andy Zhou ‘15
EE Staff Writer 

The iPad Mini. You know 
you want one. Photo 

courtesy of apple.com

while charged. Google is planning 
to release a new and presumably 
more	efficient	charger,	though,	so	
for those who don’t mind throwing 

in some extra cash, this charger 
could solve your problems.
 The iPad Mini and the 
Nexus 10 are two tablets that 

don’t fail to impress. For all the 
tablet-users out there: you’d best 
be prepared for an empty feeling 
in your (parent’s) wallets.

Top five apps to download 
Maddie McGillicuddy ‘13
EE Staff Writer

 With students receiving 
phone upgrades each and every 
day, the decision about which 
phone to purchase can be stressful. 
While there are so many choices 
now-a-days, students typically 
pick what is most popular. For ex-
ample, 20 out of 24 students have 
an iPhone. With this being said, 
one must question why so many 
students have chosen the iPhone? 
This question can be answered 
with one word: apps. 
 The iPhone is known for 
its variety of applications ranging 
from Instagram to hangman to 
translators and Shazam. 
 “But which apps are most 
worth downloading?” asks re-
cent iPhone 5 consumer Amanda 
Burtnett. Depending on whether 
you are more interested in so-
cial networking or gaming, your 
choices	will	fluctuate.	However,	
according to the App Store which 
is the center for all apps being pur-
chased,	the	top	five	include	both	
socializing and entertainment. 
	 In	first	place,	as	expect-
ed, is the Facebook application 
for the iPhone. With millions of 
users on Facebook as well as mil-
lions of iPhone consumers, it is 
an easily drawn conclusion that 
Facebook would take the cake 

for most downloaded app as of 
December 2012.
 In second, comes Insta-
gram, which like Facebook, had a 
rapid growth spurt as the iPhone 
became more trendy, sky-rocket-
ing this application into one of the 
most desirable apps on the iPhone. 
The infamous Instagram is a photo 
based social network that allows 
one to edit and then post pictures, 
as well as search and “like” your 
friends pictures too.
 The third most well-liked 
app was Youtube, a well-known 
site commonly used to look up 
songs, covers of songs, and any 
how-to video necessary. Just 
this month, approximately 4,306 
people have downloaded Youtube 
already!
 Next in the procession is 
the new and increasingly popular 
application Snapchat, which is a 
photo database allowing its users 
to send and receive a Snapchat 
to any user for ten seconds or 
less before disappearing forever. 
While this app may be relatively 
new to the technological world, its 
status has grown incredibly quick.  
With Snapchat fame rising, it has 
now become normal to witness at 
least one person taking a Snapchat 
“selfie”	throughout	the	day,	which	

is hilarious to witness but quite 
embarrassing if you are one taking 
the photograph of yourself making 
a ridiculous face.
 Lastly, rounding off the 
count of the five most popular 
iPhone applications is Words with 
Friends, a modern-day Scrabble 
played through the iPhone. After 
downloading the app, users can 
request friends who are already on 
words with friends, or even select 
for a random user. Afterwards, a 
technological version of the well-
known word game Scrabble forms.  
This allows consumers to spend 
countless hours trying to come up 
with a word that will score then 
the most points and win them the 

game.
            Although there are numer-
ous well known applications not 
mentioned above such as Twit-
ter	 or	Temple	Run,	 according	 to	
the application store, if you have 
newly purchased an iPhone, it is 
highly recommended that these 
top	five	apps	are	checked	out	and	
downloaded. So enjoy your tweet-
ing, gaming and “selfie-taking” 
apps, but always remember if it is 
posted on the Internet, it never truly 
goes away! 

The well recognized logos for Face-
book, YouTube and Istagram. Photos 
courtesy of  usphs.gov, Twitter.com, and
appadvice.com. 
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Guide to gift giving
Marissa Piccolo ‘13 
EE Senior Lifestyle Editor 

 If one takes the Sheldon 
Cooper approach to gift giving, 
they might ponder the holiday 
paradox: “The entire institution of 
gift giving make no sense. Let’s 
say that I go out, and I spend 50 
dollars on you, it’s a laborious 
activity, because I have to imag-
ine what you need, where as you 
know what you need. Now I could 
simplify things, just give you 
the 50 dollars directly, and you 
could give me 50 dollars on my 
birthday, and so on, until one of 
us dies, leaving the other one old 
and 50 dollars richer. And I ask, 
is it worth it?” 
 While this logic from 
The Big Bang Theory may be 
sound, there is still no denying 
that gift-giving is an unavoid-
able, socially traditional part of 
the holiday seasons. This may 
become a cause of concern, for 
the unemployed, procrastinat-
ing, average high school student. 
However with a few pieces of 

advice, gift-giving can become 
much less stressful, allowing for 
the seasonal values of charity and 
gratitude to truly be appreciated. 
 For those struggling on
time and a budget, Secret Santa 
may be the best option. The tra-
ditional game requires a group 
of about five or more, and each 
person is assigned someone else’s 
name without their knowledge 
and becomes their “Santa.” Mak-
ing sure to set a reasonable price 
limit, this allows for more focus 
on the one gift you are buying. 
Also, it makes for a fun, Secret 
Santa gift opening party which 
would not complete with the 
quintessential holiday necessi-
ties: each guest bringing their 
own unique Christmas cookies 
to share, festive sweaters, hot 
chocolate, and holiday TV special 
marathons. 
 However the eternal 
questions always remains: will 
they like the gift? Refrain from 
giving a typical gift or one they 
might receive from any family 
member.  popular stores such as 
Urban Outfitters and   Fred Flare, 

including their websites, have 
quirky, one-of-a-kind gifts that 
are sure to be loved. 
 You find a German 
Head Massager, Breath Spray 
that swears it gives you positive 
energy, or 3D Sticky Notes, all for 
$6 each, and the websites allow 
you to sort by price and, as the 
holidays approach, offer reduced 
shipping prices.  
 Of course, for the crafty, 
there is a variety of do it yourself 
gifts: knitted winter accessories, 
friendship bracelets, jewelry, or 
custom Christmas cookies. In-
structions and tutorials can easily 
be found on Google or YouTube 
and are guaranteed to be unique. 
And while it may seem overdone, 
never underestimate the power of 
the gift card. 
 In the end, however, the 
gift should not be such a source 
of stress. The holiday season is 
about spending time with friends 
and family, so do not let your 
consumer folly get in the way. All gifts above from Urban Outfitters’ website. Top left, Camera Lens 

mug $28, top right Bacon Floss $6, bottom left Big Bang Theory Party 
game $38, and bottom left Zombie Foot Dog Chew toy  $10. 

Kylie Rotanelli ‘13
EE Staff Writer

Get your festive froyo fix
 Are you looking for 
a festive treat to bring in the 
holiday season? When you think 
about a sweet winter indulgence, 
frozen yogurt may not be the 
first thing that comes to mind; 
however, if you take a trip to Go 
Greenly, the frozen yogurt shop 
that opened in Trumbull Center 
this past year, then your mind 
might be changed.
  In attempt to shake 
its summery reputation, new 
seasonal flavors such as Candy 
Cane, Spiced Eggnog, and Hot 
cocoa are now being offered at 
Go Greenly. You may be won-
dering how any toppings can 
possibly be paired with these 
pungent flavors, but Go Greenly 
has already thought this through, 
extending the seasonal theme to 
its topping bar as well.  
 A range of holiday 
toppings currently being of-
fered includes peppermint bark, 
red and green Ju-Jus, graham 
cracker crumbs, and peppermint 
fudge pretzels.
  At this time of year, 
people are often craving some-
thing to satisfy their sweet tooth 
while embracing the holiday 
spirit. Trumbull residents are en-
couraged to break free from the 
Starbucks Holiday Latte Craze, 
as Go Greenly offers a healthier 

alternative to the Peppermint 
Mocha.
  “It’s good because I feel 
better about eating it since it is 
yogurt instead of ice cream or a 
frappuccino,” said senior Jenna 
Vietze.
  So, if the festive flavors 
mentioned get your mouth water-
ing, maybe its time you try the 
new Trumbull hotspot today and 
ring in the holiday season the 
right way.

Enjoy a variety of holiday frozen yogurt treats at Go Greenly.  
Photos courtesy of Yelp.com, userealbutter.com, and Greenwich-
time.com
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Noah Levy ‘13
EE Managing Editor

Chorus partakes in a Thanksgiving music tradition

 Every year on the Sunday 
after Thanksgiving, Distinguished 
Concerts International New York 
(DCINY) puts on a performance 
of George Fredric Handel’s 1741 
Oratorio, “Messiah,” a grand, 
epic composition about the life of 
Christ. 
 The tradition continued 
this year, with a show entitled 
“Messiah… Refreshed!”, con-
ducted by Dr. Jonathan Griffith. 
The performance took place Sun-
day November 25th at Avery 

Fisher Hall in New York City. 
The Trumbull High School Choir, 
who have previously performed in 
esteemed venues as Carnegie Hall 
and Notre Dame Cathedral, added 
the Hall to their resume that week-
end as part of the Chorus section 
of Handel’s masterwork.
 The THS Chorus was 
among six other choral groups 
that made up the Chorus section 
of the show. These groups hailed 
from places such as Washington, 
Montana, North Carolina, and 
even as far away as Hawaii. 
 The performance also 
included a full orchestra, and 
four soloists, one for each voice 

part. For many THS students, the 
opportunity to sing at a venue 
like this was intimidating but 
ultimately rewarding. 
 Senior Ryan McEniry 
said about the performance: “It 
was a great experience to be sur-
rounded by talented singers from 
around the nation.” 

Book reviews: What students are reading

 Getting Things Done: 
The Art of Stress-Free Productiv-
ity takes the reader through the 
logic of David Allen’s methods to 
de-clutter your life. David Allen, 
a productivity consultant from 
Shreveport, Louisiana, published 
the book in 2001 under the Pen-
guin Books imprint. In this book, 
the reader follows Allen’s produc-
tivity program full of useful tips 
and advice to lead a stress-free 
and organized life.
 Prior to reading David 
Allen’s book, I had been search-
ing for ways to help manage my 
time and work better, especially 
before heading off to college. Af-
ter reading Getting Things Done, 
I learned countless strategies that 
would guide me through the rest 
of my life. This book is filled 
with beneficial tips and advice, 
along with the reasoning behind 
productivity and management.
 The primary message of 
the book is the idea that in order 
to think clearly and be produc-
tive, you must clear your mind of 
all commitments and things you 
need to get done. If you record 
them externally, then you will be 
focused on performing the tasks, 
rather than remembering what 
you have to do. “It’s possible for 
a person to have an overwhelm-
ing number of things to do and 
still function productively with a 
clear head and a positive sense of 
relaxed control” (pg. 3).
 Getting Things Done: 
The Art of Stress-Free Productiv-
ity contains valuable information 
for every aspect of a teen’s life. 
Time management and productiv-
ity affects day-to-day life whether, 

Jenn Galiani ‘13
EE Staff Writer

cleaning a house or running a 
company. David Allen said, “…
much of the stress that people 
feel doesn’t come from having 
too much to do. It comes from not 
finishing what they started.” Take 
advantage of the resources around, 
and learn how to lead a stress-free 
life.

Getting Things Done: 
Procrastinate vs. Prioritize

 “Go home. Hug your 
kids…And don’t let a day go 
without telling them you love 
them.” These words come from 
a heartbroken mother after the 
tragic death of her son, Matthew 
Shepard. The Laramie Project, a 
play written by Moises Kaufman, 
is based off the true story in 
Laramie, Wyoming, where five 
journalists take the trip to find out 
what happened.
 Matthew Shepard, an 
openly gay male, was at a bar one 
night and asked two men for a ride 
home. These two men happened 
to be against homosexuality and 
decided to kidnap and torture 
Shepard. They took him out to 
a field, tied him to a fence, and 
brutally beat him up. They left 
him stranded, and did not call for 
help. Luckily, someone found him 
the next day, however after a short 
period of time in the hospital, Mat-
thew died from his injuries.
 This play documents 
numerous interviews ranging from 
the victim’s family, the accused of 
the crime, friends of both sides, 
and people living in the town of 
Laramie. As the play goes on, so 
does the trial for both of the defen-
dants, as well as the lives of those 

who were hurt by this horrific act 
of violence.
 In addition, the play 
shows how the residents of Lara-
mie stood behind Matthew and his 
family, as over 100 people marched 
behind a banner in his name during 
the homecoming parade. It re-
vealed how one community could 
come together to support a cause, 
even after such a tragic event.
 A priest from the local 
church showed his support during 
an interview. He said, “People 
don’t realize the hurt they cause 
to others. It’s not just the physical 
violence, it includes the name call-
ing. Those are just as hurtful and 
cause just as much pain inside.”
 Without a doubt, I rec-
ommend this play. The Laramie 
Project receives a 4.5 out of 5. It is 
suitable for both males and females 
in high school or older. The story 
gives people hope, by showing the 
audience that even after this ter-
rible crime, there are still people 
who care. It is easy to get wrapped 
up in a story like this, and so 
people need to remember that this 
actually happened. It needs to be 
recognized and Matthew Shepard 
needs to be remembered.

Mark Ballaro ‘13
EE Staff Writer

The Larame Project: 
A Step Forward

 Timothy O’Brien grew 
up in a small Minnesota town, 
the epitome of living a sheltered 
life. He diverged from this iso-
lated lifestyle when he attended 
Macalester College, where he 
centered his attention on study-

ing political science. However, in 
the midst of gaining his education, 
Timothy O’Brien became caught 
up in the Vietnam War. O’Brien 
would attend peace vigils and war 
protests. Despite his attempts to de-
tach himself from the war, he soon 
enough found himself standing on 
the battlefield.
 O’Brien’s future plans for 
Harvard University were put on 
hold when the 22-year-old received 
the ever-so-dreaded draft letter in 
the mail. Initially heading towards 
Canada to avoid the draft, Timo-
thy’s attempt to dodge war seemed 
like the best choice. Ideal but 
morally wrong, O’Brien decided 
against fleeing and began training 
in August of 1968, followed by his 
deployment to Vietnam in February 
of 1969.
 While there, O’Brien 
wrote stories, narrating and reflect-
ing on his experiences of being at 
war. Chronologically following 
his journey, his stories include 
characters based on his real-life 
war friends and loved ones.
 “Men killed, and died, 
because they were embarrassed not 
to. It was what had brought them 
to the war in the first place, noth-
ing positive, no dreams of glory or 
honor, just to avoid the blush of 
dishonor. They died so as not to 
die of embarrassment.” This quote 
from the book is one of the most 
notable and indicates the harsh 
actuality of being a soldier.
 The Things They Carried 
denotes both heart wrenching and 
witty experiences, along with the 
feelings associated in the time of 
war. Throughout each short story, 
the inescapable burden of fear is 
present. These stories contain both 
fiction and non-fiction and touch 
on different men’s accounts of per-
sonal feelings and grief. In attempt 
to come to terms with the past, this 
book is an incredible portrayal of 
the Vietnam War experience.

Cristen Yakush ‘13
EE Staff Writer

The Things 
They Carried 

A Personal View on War

 Being a first-hand experi-
ence, this book is said to be, “One 
of the finest volumes of fiction 
about the Vietnam War”. This book 
is a must read to gain insight on the 
expeditions and realities of being a 
soldier.
 The Washington Review 
said, “To say it was successful 
would be an understatement.” As a 
reader, I’ve never felt as intrigued 
and compelled to continue read-
ing as I did while reading Tim 
O’Brien’s account. Although war 
is not typically a topic of interest 
for me, this book demonstrated 
something more than just the typi-
cal war recount. The Things They 
Carried is a book worth reading.

Avery Fisher Hall in New York City.  
Photo courtesy of nycgo.com.
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 Ask people of varying 
ages what comes to mind when 
they hear those three infamous 
digits: 007. Older fans may im-
mediately think of Sean Connery’s 
suave demeanor, while the young-
er generation will likely refer to 
the more tough and cutting-edge 
style of Daniel Craig. No matter 
how old the person is, though, you 
can be sure that he/she will know 
who you’re talking about.
    The character of James Bond, a 
secret agent for Britain’s MI6, was 
originally created by Ian Fleming 
in 1953 for a series of novels. 
Fleming’s writing has not been the 
cause of Bond’s notoriety, though; 
it was the leap from paper to the 
big screen in 1962 that made Bond 
a household name. Since then, he 
has been featured in 23 films (and 
counting).
    But of course, a film series run-
ning for 50 years cannot continue 
to be successful by staying the 
same over time. With new actors 
casted periodically and modern 
technology always being utilized, 
it is safe to say that no two Bond 
eras are quite the same. Compare 
the first film (Dr. No) to the most 

recent blockbuster hit (Skyfall), 
and you may not even recognize 
them as part of the same series.
    Sean Connery was the first 
to portray 007. Known for his 
smooth dialogue, we continue to 
quote him today when discussing 
favorite Bond moments. Next time 
you hear someone talking about 

martinis “shaken, not stirred,” 
you can thank Connery. The Scot-
tish actor starred in some of the 
most famous films of the series, 
including From Russia with Love 
(1963), Goldfinger (1964), and 
Thunderball (1965).
    When Connery finished his 
nine-year reign as Britain’s su-
preme secret agent (only inter-
rupted in 1969, when George 
Lazenby played the role in On Her 
Majesty’s Secret Service), Roger 

Moore took over with big shoes 
to fill. Coming into the series, 
Moore knew that he wanted to 
play a slightly more comical Bond 
than Connery or Lazenby had. His 
interpretation of the character was 
clearly successful; his twelve-year 
period as 007, during which he 
starred in seven movies, is the lon-

gest run to date for a Bond actor. 
Some of his titles included Live 
and Let Die (1973), Moonraker 
(1979), and The Spy Who Loved 
Me (1977).
    Following Moore on the timeline 
comes Timothy Dalton, who only 
starred in two films (The Living 
Daylights in 1987, License to Kill 
in 1989). He didn’t stick around 
long enough to leave a lasting 
impression on the series, but he is 
remembered by many for portray-

ing a Bond that is the most true to 
Fleming’s original creation.
    Mystery shrouded Pierce Bros-
nan’s entrance into the Bond series 
in 1995. His first film, GoldenEye, 
was the first after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union. Fans wondered 
whether or not the series would 
still be relevant to the world, since 
so many of the previous films 
had featured the USSR as an en-
emy. Brosnan did not disappoint, 
though; instead, he held the role 
for seven years and contributed 
four acclaimed installments.
    Now we reach the present 
era, where Daniel Craig sits as 
the highest paid Bond in history. 
With his monster success in both 
Casino Royale and Quantum of 
Solace, Craig set the stage for a 
huge 2012 release. Sure enough, 
Skyfall, having earned over $220 
million, has assured us that 007 is 
here to stay.
    What lies in Bond’s future? 
Craig currently has a contract for 
the twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth 
films in the series, but what lies 
beyond that remains a mystery. 
Any thoughts on which modern 
actors could play a good 007 in the 
future? Visit www.thseagleseye.
com and leave your thoughts in 
the comment section.

Fifty Years of Bond: Past, Present, and Future
Kevin Pacelli ‘14
EE Entertainment Editor

 A new year, a new 
story. With its success last year, 
American Horror Story became 
an anthology series in which 
every season has a com-
pletely new story and new 
characters. This year’s 
story is appropriately 
called Asylum, taking 
place at the fictional Bri-
arcliff Mental Institution 
in the year 1964. Another 
smaller storyline takes 
place in the present day.
  The show has 
actors returning from 
the previous season in 
completely different roles, 
including Jessica Lange, 
Evan Peters, Lily Rabe, 
Zachary Quinto and Sarah 
Paulson. In the main story, 
Briarcliff is employed 
with Sister Jude (Lange), Mon-
signor Timothy Howard (Joseph 
Fiennes), Sister Mary Eunice 
(Rabe), Dr. Arthur Arden (James 
Cromwell), and visiting Dr. 
Oliver Thresdon (Quinto). 

 Patients at Briarcliff 
include accused serial killer 
Bloody Face, Kit Walker (Pe-
ters), Lana Winters (Paulson), 
and Grace (Lizzie Brocheré), 
who is accused of killing her 
father and stepmother. 
 American Horror Story: 

Asylum delves into psycho-
logical terror, as opposed to the 
horror of last year. So far, this 
season has proved to be equal 
to its predecessor, and goes 
into completely new terror with 

American Horror Story: 
Back for more thrills

Lisa Carbone ‘14
EE Staff Writer

Photo Credit to http://www.breitbart.com

http://logointheworld.com

  Typically, Black Friday 
entails a day spent hitting up the 
outlets and blowing up some 
green at the mall. However, for 
those Chris Webby fans, this was 
certainly not the case for 2012.  
 On Friday November 
23rd, 2012, a crowd of about 200 
fans ventured to New Haven’s 
legendary Toad’s Place to catch 
a glimpse of Webby’s latest work 
for his current tour, “Bars on 
Me.” 
 Before he made his 
appearance on stage, the crowd 
had anxiously been waiting while 
simultaneously enjoying the 
works of some local rap artists in 
the area, starting at 8 p.m. Finally 
around 11p.m., just when the 
crowd was about the break into a 
riot demanding to see Webby, the 
CT native swooped on stage to a 
thunderous roar of satisfaction 
from the crowd. As a returning 
artist to the Toad’s Place venue, 
Webby couldn’t help but claim, 
“There’s no place like home, “ 
as the rowdy, young crowd wel-
comed the star to the stage. 

 
 Webby failed to disap-
point as the crowd swayed to 
his rhymes, beats and incredible 
improvisation. One might even 
say he is a musical sensation. 
 Chris Webby’s current 
tour will continue to journey 
across the country with his next 
event located in Phoenix, AZ on 
December 6th, and will be return-
ing to CT on December 29th in 
Danbury at the Tuxedo Junction.  
 To learn more about 
upcoming releases and enter the 
Webby fan base center, people 
can check out his website at 
http://listentowebby.com or fol-
low #bar

Chris Webby 
Impresses home crowd

Beena Jacob ‘14
EE Staff Writer

familiar faces we, as viewers, 
grew to love in season one. The 
inclusion of actors from last year 
gives the show a sense of famil-
iarity that we would not have 
gotten if all new actors had been 
chosen. 
 Although the show 

brings back favorite char-
acters like Tate Langdon, 
Nora Montgomery, Chad 
Warwick, Billie Dean, and 
Constance Langdon, it 
gives viewers the chance to 
go into this season with a 
clean slate; all of the actors 
are playing the opposite of 
their previous roles, now 
giving viewers new people 
to root for.  
 With the show already 
planning on a third season, 
be prepared for more scares 
and a new level of creepi-
ness. American Horror Sto-
ry: Asylum airs Wednesdays 
at 10 o’clock on FX.

Above: Photo courtesy of imdb.com.

Right: Photo of Chris Webby courtesy 
of  eventful.com. 
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An eye-opening course
William Hatoum ‘13
EE Staff Writer
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Stump the ghost hunter

Most students have not had 
the opportunity to take a course 
that does not require one specific 
answer. Students know the basic 
structure of required courses, 
which asks them to think about 
finding the one right answer. 
However, there is one course 
that does not require a student to 
seek a right answer. Instead, it 
requires that the individual think, 
ponder, and develop questions.

The course, which, unfortu-
nately, many students do not take 
because of outstanding core re-
quirements is Philosophy taught 
by Mrs. Intemann. Last year, on 
the first day of class there were 
not enough desks to sit in. By 
the third day, half of the class 
dropped the course because of 
the required written “essays” 
every Friday. 

However, the essays were 
nothing like an English essay but 
more like a journal where you 
had to write on various topics 
that occur in life such as death, 
love, family, and emotions. 
Many students believe that this 

course should be mandatory for 
seniors or juniors. This course 
has so much to teach about life 
and various events in life.

Senior John Broderick says, 
“Philosophy provides many new 
outlooks on life which challenges 
the mind like no other course. I 
think if students do not take it 
in their high school years they 
should definitely take it in col-
lege.”

Mrs. Intemann, philosophy 
teacher at THS says, “We pigeon 
hold kids in our education 
system, forcing them to decide 
between a right answer and a 
wrong answer. In philosophy it is 
not the answer that is important, 
it is the question.”

Some days students walk out 
of philosophy class not being 
able to wrap their brain around 
everything the instructor was 
saying because it was something 
they had never thought about. 
Some days the discussion in 
class changed students opinion 
on a subject entirely. 

Still, philosophy class might 
not be for everyone as some stu-
dents may not be at the maturity 
level to understand the impor-
tance of philosophical ideas such 

as having or not having a right 
answer. Having the right answer 
is not always beneficial, and phi-
losophy class does not give you 
answers, it simply sparks ques-
tions which lead you to ponder 
your own philosophy.

A student will never know 
what he or she will get out of this 
course. It all depends on what 
kind of a person he or she is at 
the start and how he or she sees 
things in the world. While this 
course has many educational 
aspects that reach back to centu-
ries ago, it also has sentimental 
value to teach. Philosophy gets 
the individual in touch with some 
sides of him or herself that the 
individual never knew existed.

While some students might not 
be ready to take on philosophy 
class in high school or be ready 
to face the trials and questions 
in this class. “I believe that it 
should be required at some point 
in their lives,” says Ms. Inte-
mann.

Mrs. Intemann,  who teaches 
Philosophy at Trumbull high School 

beleives all student should be ex-
posed to it at some point in their life. 

Photos courtesy of Kristine Paz.

 On November 28, Mrs. 
Holohan and Mrs. Jalowiec 
took their literacy classes to a 
“Stump the Ghost Hunter Tour.” 
 The tour guide was 
Donna Kent. Ms. Kent,  for the 
past 15 years, has been inves-
tigating innumerable haunted 
locations. The first place the 
classes went to was a church in 
Monroe called Our Lady of the 
Rosary Chapel. This chapel is 
where the most exorcisms in the 
U.S. have occurred 
 And it is one of the 

strictest churches. For example, 
the women are required to have 
their heads covered, dresses 
below the knees, necks covered, 
and sleeves at quarter-length. For 
the men, they cannot wear tight 
clothing such as pants or jackets. 
 Afterwards,  the classes 
went to Union Cemetery in 
Easton. This cemetery is one of 
the most haunted cemeteries, 
not only in Connecticut, but in 
the United States. The cemetery 
is most known for the “White 
Lady.” Many people have taken 
photos in this cemetery and she 
had been found in them. 
 Afterwards, the classes 

went to Millstone Inn to eat to a 
pasta lunch. The Millstone is a 
haunted restaurant where a little 
girl sometimes appears. 
 “I felt like the little girl 
was near us which was crazy, but 
if I had to go on this tour again I 
would,” said sophomore Marisa 
Cimmino. 
 Over lunch, Ms. Kent 
showed a slide show of  pictures 
which she found over the years. 
And then the classes asked her 
questions. The entire program 
ended with asking Donna Kent 
questions to try and stump her!

THS music students get some “Aires”
 Are you a fan of One 
Direction? If you attended the 
Dartmouth Aires performance, 
you may find yourself abandon-
ing the British boy band for the 
rainbow clad men’s choir.   
 Trooping all the way 
from New Hampshire, the Aires 
came to THS.  The troop includ-
ed THS alumni, Max Gottschall.  
Gottschall is a sophomore at 
Dartmouth College, where the 
Aires group originates.  
 The well-known choir 
arrived at THS for a performance 
periods 7 and 8.  As an opener, 
THS’s chamber choir performed 
“Shambala,” “Have Yourself a 

Merry Little Christmas,” and 
“Deck the Halls.” 
 The Aires group opened 
with “Everybody Talks” by Neon 
Trees, with an accompaniment of 
snapping and “Ignition (remix). 
The Aires continued their perfor-
mance with a host of jazzy shows 
tunes and classic Christmas 
carols, including “Let It Snow” 
and a “Charlie Brown Christmas 
carol,” but not before singing 
a tribute to THS alumnus Max 
Gottschall’s sister, Gabby.  
 Max Gottschall stated 
that he was out voted 15 to 1 on 
composing a song for his sister, 
as one of the Aires seemed to 
have taken a liking to her. 
 The show carried on 

with an overflowing addition 
of energetic dancing. The Aires 
even got the crowd to join in 
on the fun! When it was time to 
leave, all of the students joined 
in, begging for an encore. The 
Aires obliged, answered ques-
tions, and turning down marriage 
proposals (to some students’ 
disappointment).
 In a question and 
answer session following the per-
formance, Aires member stated 
that the group’s bright colors 
were a way to get the crowd 
excited and into the music. 
 It seemed to work very 
well. As the Aires left, Trumbull 
high students ended their day on 
a high note.

Chris Constantini ‘15
EE Staff Writer

Photo courtesy of nbc.com.  Additional reporting by Luke Moore ‘14.
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Swim team makes a splash 
Alex Allyn ‘13
EE Staff Writer 

the relays were not the end all of 
the season.
  Divers, including senior 
Elyssa Britt and sophomore Tara 
Oliver, were essential to the Lady 
Eagles successful meets, winning 
points on the one-meter board. 
Even though teammates were 
separated at practices, they were 
still able to come together and 
succeed.
  Captain Lisa Ward said, 
“There was so much energy be-
cause the score was tied for most 
of the meets. Our swimmers 
definitely rose to the occasion and 
there were a lot of amazing races.” 
 As captain, Lisa could 
not have been more proud to see 
her team rise up from adversity 
and overcome it. No home pool? 
No problem.
 The Lady Eagles con-
tinued to thrive at the FCIAC 
Championships, where Alexa 
Bragg was FCIAC champion in 
the 100 Backstroke, and Lisa Ward 
became All-FCIAC in the 100 
Butterfly and 200 Individual Med-
ley. Other notable performances 
included sophomore Mollie Cole-
man, finishing seventh place in 
the 500 freestyle, and eleventh 
in the 200 freestyle. Such strong 
performances make it very clear 
very little can upset these ladies.
 In the LL state cham-
pionships, freshmen Sarah Dw-
yer, Amanda Daigle, Stephanie 
Chow hope to make an impact. 
Sophomores Mollie Coleman and 
Divya Ganugapati with juniors 

Trumbull rec. basketball: The real deal
Mark Ballaro ‘13
EE Staff Writer

 The Trumbull  High 
School Lady Eagles swimmers 
could not have been more eager 
to get back into the pool for the 
2012-2013 season. They made 
it their mission to do even better 
than their already stellar top five 
in Connecticut placement. 
 However, construction 
at Hillcrest on the pool forced the 
team members to become orphans, 
without a pool to call their home. 
Now, swimmers are transported 
to the University of Bridgeport, 
while the divers, separated from 
their teammates, practice at Ma-
suk High School.
  This does not faze the 
Lady Eagles. They produced the 
best record in Trumbull High his-
tory, despite all of these hardships. 
These Overtime Team of the Week 
nominees did not let the lack of 
stability from losing a home pool 
allow them to lack focus on the 
season. The team ended up top-
ping both of their FCIAC rivals, 
Staples and Norwalk. 
 In both meets, the score 
was tied before the final race, the 
400 yard freestyle relay. It was 
up to the team of freshman Sarah 
Dwyer, junior Tara Merkle and 
junior Alexa Bragg, as well as 
senior captain Lisa Ward to pull 
through and secure the wins for 
Trumbull. This ended up being the 
case in both instances. However, 

Tara Merkle and Alexa Bragg and 
senior Lisa Ward will continue to 
fight off competition. They will 
also continue to stay strong as they 
wait for the re-opening of their old 
home, the Hillcrest pool.
  Update: As reported on 
http://www.fciac.net/, the swim 
team placed seventh in the Class 
LL championships, held at Wes-
leyan University on Nov. 14. 
Alexa Bragg, Lisa Ward, Mol-
lie Coleman and Tara Merkle 
placed fourth in the 200 medley 
relay (1:52.08). In addition, Bragg 
placed fourth in the 100 back-
stroke (59.38) and Ward placed 
fourth in the 100 butterfly (58.69) 
and fifth in the 200 IM (2:12.38).

 After the December 6th 
draft day, many Trumbull High 
students are anxious to get their 
basketball season started as well.  
With most of the THS male ath-
letes participating and numerous 
female team managers, Rec bas-
ketball appeals to a large crowd.
 Fifteen teams are in the 
rec. basketball league this year 
with players’ ages ranging from 
sophomores to seniors. The teams 
mostly consist of friends on the 
same team, but the excitement 

comes from competitiveness when 
two teams of friends collide in a 
prime time match up. 
 Senior player and coach, 
James DeNomme, says he cannot 
wait for the upcoming season. 
“The match up I’m mostly amped 
for is on January 24th. We play a 
group of our friends, which would 
give us bragging rights for the rest 
of the season. I hope to draw a big 
crowd.”
 After about ten games 
played, teams are ranked based on 
their records and playoffs begin. 
This is when the fun and games 

end and the real teams come to 
play. 
 Senior Carl Johnson 
expresses his views on this year’s 
playoffs. “After being knocked 
out of the playoffs in the second 
round last year, I was very disap-
pointed. This year my team is 
looking strong and is considered 
the favorite. All over twitter we 
are spreading the word of #team2 
winning it all.”
     The prize for winning the 
championship is just a t-shirt, but 
it means so much more to the play-
ers. Ryan Pearson, an All-FCIAC 

running back for Trumbull High 
elaborated on the topic. “Winning 
this means so much to me, and 
possibly is way more prestigious 
than any award I have received in 
football. I would rather win this 
than win states, and that is saying 
a lot.”
      The season starts on Thursday 
December 13th, and games are 
from 6-9 p.m. on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays so come show your 
support for the most exciting bas-
ketball league in Trumbull.

Top:  Trumbull girls swim team. Middle: Sam O’Brien, Rachel Skyer, Lisa Ward, 
Elyssa Britt, Madeline Krann, Natasha Swartzcopf, Alicia Forsyth, Allison 
Martin, and Grace Forster at practice together.  Bottom: Swim team makes a 
splash after first and last home meet of the season. Far left: Sarah Dwyer, Alexa 
Bragg, Grace Forster, and Lisa Ward mentally prepare for the Championships.
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