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Veteran’s Day: A day to remember

A day of remembrance comes 
around every year, as people all 
over the world thank the veterans 
who have served our country. 
Each year Trumbull High School 
fi les seniors into the school’s audi-
torium to sit in on an assembly and 
thank the veterans who have made 
our country the way it is today.  

Trumbull High School has 
been running this assembly for 11 
years, and each year veterans from 
all branches of the military come 
to speak to our seniors. 

When surveying what people 
would like to see changed in the 
assembly, Trumbull High teacher 
Charles Anderson had little to say.

“I thought they did a great 
job,” said Anderson. “They had a 
question and answer portion and 
a couple of speeches.”

There are alosLast year, Class 
of 2013 senior Joey Kryszczyn-
ski spoke at the assembly; he is 

now training to be in the National 
Guard. 

Anderson was in the National 
Guard for 26 years. He is named 
Colonel Charles Anderson, but 
students at THS call him by the 
name of coach or Mr. Anderson, 
since he is a gym teacher and the 
coach of the wrestling team. Mr. 
Anderson is from a long line of 
veterans starting with his grand-
parents in World War II and the 
Korean War. More recently, his 
father and step-father served in 
Vietnam. His younger brother 
was also serving in Iraq while he 
was serving in Afghanistan. On 
top of telling the students what it 
means to be a veteran last year, Mr. 
Anderson joked about his times 
in basic training, which fi lled the 
entire room with laughter.

 “When I see those who were 
before me, standing by me in 
uniform, there’s that extra bit of 
respect,” said Anderson.

Mr. Anderson received a stand-
ing ovation from the entire audi-
ence after his speech.

Veterans arrived at Trumbull 
High to be recognized and thanked 
for all they have done for us. A 
prayer was said for the ones who 
lost their lives and for the veterans 
who have served us.

 “It was nice. There was a good 

mix of students there too,” said 
Anderson, when asked what he 
liked about the assembly. “All the 
veterans were in attendance from 
World War II, Vietnam, Afghani-
stan and Iraq.” 

This Veterans Day, Trumbull 
High School will have an assem-
bly that will include both deco-
rated war heroes and the senior 
class of 2014. For the fi rst time in 
their academic careers the senior 

With November comes � anks-
giving, a time to be thankful, but 
materialistic objects like your 
iPhone and latest additions to your 
wardrobe are not the only things 
to be thankful for. Veterans all over 
the U.S. are not being thanked for 
risking their lives for Americans. 
It is understandable that many do 
not know how to thank a veteran. 
It may be an uncomfortable or dif-
� cult experience for some, but this 
does not mean that we can ignore 
it. Here are � ve simple ways you 
can thank veterans!

It is extremely easy to write and 
send an eCard to a veteran using 
Military.com, a website designed 
speci� cally for thanking a veteran 
or service member. 

Former veteran Wallace Solves 

states, “A simple thank you or a 
smile makes me feel like people 
are grateful for me. I know that I 
did good for my country and I just 
want them to appreciate it.” 

All it takes is � ve minutes out 
of your day to type a card and hit 
send.

I bet you were not aware that 
Papa John’s is in partnership with 
the United Service Organization 
in support of America’s military 
and their families. Papa John’s will 
donate $1 for every online order 
on 11-11-11, between 11am and 
11pm. 

Senior Sasha Krantz, who joins 
in the pizza party every year, says, 
“Who doesn’t like pizza? It’s such 
an easy way to give thanks to vet-
erans and it makes you feel good. 
I’m eating for a good reason.”

A� er Halloween there are al-
ways those unwanted candies that 

just sit in the pumpkin candy bowl. 
Instead of bribing teachers with 
them, mail candy to veterans so 
they can enjoy a part of the fun!

How about some fall cleaning? 
Clean out last year’s wardrobe and 
donate lightly used household 
goods to Vietnam Veterans of 
America.   Some of them do not 
have enough money for simple 
objects that you have, but they 
would certainly appreciate them.

Attend a parade near you! Nau-
gatuck hosts a Veterans Day Pa-
rade featuring over 250 marchers 
and bands. It begins at 2:00 P.M. 
and is free!

Senior Gillian Gar� nkel is con-
tinuing her family’s annual par-
ticipation in the parade this year .

“� anking veterans is fun and 
easy,” says Gar� nkel. “I don’t have 
to personally thank them, but just 

being surrounded by the commu-
nity on this day makes me feel like 
I have done a little something on 
Veterans Day.” 

� ese simple tasks can make a 
veteran’s day and show that they 

Gabrielle Joachim ‘14
EE Staff Writer

November: a time to be thankful

class will get to witness what 
Veterans Day means to Trumbull 
High School. However, this year 
there will be a twist to the usual 
Veteran’s Day celebrations. THS 
will now involve all grades in 
this beautiful commemoration. A 
special video will be broadcast to 
all grades throughout the school 

day. This will involve the entire 
school and not just the seniors as 
it use to be. Once again, Trumbull 
High School will be displaying its 
gratitude to those who sacrifi ced 
so much for the well being of our 
country.

 

Trumbull First Selectman Tim Herbst talks to THS seniors on Veterans 
Day.  Photo Courtesy of trumbullpatch.com.  

“When I see those 
who were before me, 
standing by me in 
uniform, there’s that 
extra bit of respect.”

 - Coach Anderson

are appreciated. � is Veterans Day, 
make sure that you are not only 
thankful for your iPhone 5; take 
a couple minutes out of your busy 
schedule and thank a veteran!

Inside this Issue

News Features SportsOpinions

3

Lifestyle

11

Entertainment

85 92



The Eagle’s Eye               November 11, 2013 Issue 1

Our nation’s capital: a city to visit on Veterans Day
Ian Matz ‘14
EE Staff Writer

Coming up around the corner 
is one of our nation’s most 
cherished days on the calendar.  
November 11th is celebrated as 
Veterans Day, a date dedicated 
to those who have sacrificed so 
much for their country.  Even 
with the United States govern-
ment coming out of a recent shut 
down, the city of Washington 
D.C. will carry out its annual 
Veterans Day events.

The holiday was established 
in the early twentieth century to 
celebrate the end of World War 
I, formerly known as “the War to 
end all wars.”  Each year since, 
parades, public speaking, and 
ceremonies take place all over 
America on this special day in 
honor of those who have fought 
to protect our way of life.  Most 
citizens attend local events, but 
few bother to check the happen-
ings in our nation’s capital on 
Veterans Day.  

The beginning of the D.C. day 
on November 11th, 2013, kicks 
off in the outskirts of the city.  A 
wreath laying ceremony is held 
at the World War II memorial 
early in the morning.  Former 
soldiers and their families gather 
here on 17th street to witness a 
ceremony in honor of those men 
who served their country in the 
1940s.

The site features a central 
fountain surrounded by stone 
tablets with the names of those 
who sacrificed their lives in the 
Second World War.  At night the 
memorial is illuminated by lights 
in and around the fountain that 
depict the valor of soldiers who 
fought for their country.  

Senior Tom Baccaro of 
Trumbull High School shares his 
thoughts about Veterans Day and 
the WWII memorial.  

“Last summer I was in 
Washington D.C. and visited the 
World War II memorial,” Bac-
caro reflected. “It was honestly 
one of my favorites, and, even 
though it was not Veterans Day, 
I felt a strong connection to my 
country’s former and current 
soldiers.  I’m sure the November 
11th ceremony there is some-
thing to experience at least once 
in your life.”  

Two hours later, at 11:00 
A.M., the day continues with a 
ceremony at Arlington National 
Cemetary.On the other side of 
the Potomac River lies one of 
our country’s most special burial 
grounds.  Some of America’s 
most influential leaders and 
veterans have been put to rest 
here in Virginia.  The cemetery 
spans over 600 acres and a few 
hundred thousand veterans are 
buried here, making it one of our 
country’s most significant burial 
grounds.  

Ben Smilen, a University 

of Rochester student who has 
recently returned for his second 
year, feels there is something to 
be said about the national cem-
etery in Virginia.  

“To be buried in Arlington is 
the ultimate honor.  Those who 
sacrifice the most of themselves 
are the ones who find their way 
to these grounds,” said Smilen. 
“I have never been to Arlington 
National Cemetery, but it’s on 
my list of places to visit, espe-
cially on a day such as Veterans 
Day.  I’m sure the wreath lying 
at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier is very emotional.”  

Following the ceremony at 
Arlington is yet another wreath 
laying and public speaking for 
those who served in Vietnam.  At 
1:00 P.M., the public pays tribute 
to those who fought not only 
in this conflict but also in other 
wars throughout the 20th century.   

The Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial lies on Constitution Ave 
and Henry Bacon Dr. NW.  It 
features two connected stone 
walls that span a little less than 
250 feet near the National Mall.  
On the wall are the names of the 
Americans who fought, died, and 
went missing during the conflict 
in the 1960s and ‘70s.  It attracts 
around 3 million visitors each 
year, and on Veterans Day people 
flock from all over the country to 
see the site.  

Andrew Levine, a resident of 
Great Neck, Long Island, has 
two uncles who served in the 

Vietnam War.  When asked about 
the Vietnam memorial, he shared 
his thoughts.    

“I am lucky to still have my 
uncles today, but other families 
aren’t as fortunate.  Vietnam was 
a horrifying war,” said Levine. 
“The best thing the United States 
can do is honor those who fought 
in that war.  Hopefully one day I 
can take a trip down to D.C. and 
see the Vietnam memorial for 
myself.”

All day on November 11th, 

ceremonies will be held across 
the country, but Washington D.C. 
in particular makes Veterans Day 
a day to remember.  The cer-
emonies at Arlington, the WWII 
Memorial, and the Vietnam 
Memorial are only a few of many 
events that take place in our 
nation’s capital on this day of 
rememberance.

   

    

 On January 24, 2013, 
Defense secretary Leon Pa-
netta announced that the 1994 
Pentagon rule, banning women 
from fighting on the front lines, 
will be lifted. On holidays such 
as Veterans Day, women are 
oftentimes overlooked. When 
thinking of America’s military, an 
image of a big, buff man head-
to-toe in camouflage would first 
come to mind. This is because in 
1994, the Pentagon decided to 
put in place many restrictions on 
women in combat. 

This exclusion policy caused 
women to be “Barred from the 
infantry, armored divisions, and 
special operations,” according to 
the Denver Post. 

 The Pentagon has been 
considering lifting the ban after 
seeing women’s extensive roles 
in many post 9/11 battles. The 
general public agrees with the 
elimination of this exclusion 
policy. Americans feel that the 
military’s rules should match the 
society’s ideas of gender equality. 

Women of the armed forces 
made sure their voices were 
heard and led the Pentagon to 

abolish this twenty year old policy. 
According to the Boston Globe, 

“Four military women, each hav-
ing served in Afghanistan or Iraq, 
have sued the Pentagon over its 
combat exclusion rules… They 
only want what they deserve.” 

These four women argued that 
even though they were restricted 
from combat per se, they still 
took part in warfare. One of the 
women, Zoe Bedell of the United 

States Marine Corps, was in the 
top ten percent of three hundred 
fellow Marines in her course. Due 
to the exclusion policy, she could 
not get full use of her ability and 
had to become a Logistics Officer, 
since it was a job that was actually 
available to women. 

On January 9, Leon Panetta 
received a memo from General 
Martin E. Dempsey, the chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 

forcefully stating their unanimous 
opinion.   

“The time has come to rescind 
the direct combat exclusion rule 
for women and to eliminate all 
unnecessary gender-based bar-
riers to service,” the memo read, 
according to ABC News.   

With the fear of facing legal 
issues, Panetta complied with 
the armed service chiefs’ strong 
opinion. It was agreed among 

President Obama assists in last year’s Veterans Day wreath laying ceremony 
next to the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington National Cemetary.  
Photo courtesy of www.barackphotos.com.
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members of the Pentagon that this 
change is long overdue and it is 
no longer worth fighting against, 
considering the many pending 
lawsuits.

These new rules allow-
ing women to be part of direct 
combat with men will be fully 
implimented by 2016, according 
to an ABC News report.

The Eagle’s Eye

Allison Schmidt ‘14
EE Staff Writer

Women on the front lines: Pentagon lifts exclusion policy

2 News
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A different life:
  Interview with a veteran

Jackie Sheehan’14 
EE Staff Writer 
World War II Veteran Edward 
Sheehan, resident of Bridgeport, 
shares his wartime memories 
with The Eagle’s Eye.

Eagle’s Eye: What branch did 
you serve for in the arm force?  
Sheehan: The United States 
Navy.

Eagle’s Eye: Why did you 
choose to serve for this specifi c 
branch?
Sheehan: My father was in it in 
World War I and I was lucky to 
get the same one as he got…I 
was lucky to get it. You don’t 
always get the branch you prefer 
to be in. I got it by luck. My 
friend Eddie McPadden got into 
the navy with me as well. We 
went up to New York State to 
train, almost up to Buffalo, NY.

Eagle’s Eye: Did you have any 
worries about going into the 
war?
Sheehan: No…at least none that 
I can remember! If anything, I 
would say I was pretty excited 
about going into the war. We had 

a nice ship and everyone at home 
was enthusiastic about the war 
as well. 

Eagle’s Eye: What was your as-
signed job in the Navy?
Sheehan: I was a Pharmacist 
Mate on it. That was my main 
job. I had to know how to take 
care of the people who got hurt, 
when they got hurt. I was still 
trained to shoot at people if they 
shot at us. But they never shot at 
us on the ship. I was lucky. I was 
stationed at the front of the ship 
and no one ever fi red there. 

Eagle’s Eye: What was the most 
challenging moment in your 
entire war experience?
Sheehan: When my ship got 
torpedoed. We lost over 700 
guys. We were the third ship, The 
Exercise Tiger, out of eight to get 
hit by the Germans. I remember 
my captain ordering people to go 
to the back of the ship and get rid 
of all of the ammunition. Since 
the torpedoes hit the back of the 
ship, it would have destroyed us, 
especially if we had ammunition. 
I was lucky because I was on the 
top of the ship. There were many 
guys that were on the bottom of 

our ship that did not make it. 

Eagle’s Eye: What was the hard-
est part of the war for you?
Sheehan: At the time, my big-
gest struggle wasn’t bigger than 
anyone else’s. We were there 
for one reason. We had to fi ght 
and we had to hope for nothing 
but the best. Like anybody else. 
Everyone felt the same way.

Eagle’s Eye: What was the most 
rewarding part of the war?
Sheehan: When we got back to 
the [United] States. They sent us 
back on the Queen Mary. It was 
the fastest ship so the German’s 
could never sink it. We fi rst went 
back to get another boat. Being 
pharmacist mates, we got to ride 
back on the Queen Mary to send 
the injured  men home.
 
Eagle’s Eye: What was it like 
coming home from the war when 
it ended?
Sheehan: Oh, it was just great, 
that’s all I could say. Everyone 
was so happy. I came home on 
the train and when I got off, 
everyone was cheering. The war 
was over then. Photo courtesy of Sydney Sheehan

Imagine going into battle and 
witnessing a horrifi c event that 
will stay fresh in your mind for 
years to come. This is what it is 
like for those who have posttrau-
matic stress disorder (also known 
as PTSD) which, according to 
Wikipedia, “can follow any seri-
ous psychological trauma, such 
as exposure to combat, accidents, 
torture, disasters, criminal as-
sault, etc.” PTSD started to be-
come an issue in soldiers coming 
home from the Vietnam War in 
1973. It was previously known as 
“shell shock”, a mental disorder 
that affected millions of soldiers 
from World War I.

    Although many people 
focus on the veterans who suffer 
from this disorder, less emphasis 
is placed on those who grow up 
with parents affected by PTSD. 
Trumbull High’s own Mr. La-
Barca is one of these people.

“I would watch him have 
panic attacks where it looked like 
he was almost having a heart at-
tack,” Mr. LaBarca recalls when 
asked about growing up with his 
father, who suffers from PTSD. 
“It was very scary and I didn’t 
really know what was causing 
it.”

 Mr. LaBarca grew up without 
knowing what PTSD was, but 
he says that being a psychology 
teacher and learning the symp-
toms has helped him to under-
stand why his father acted the 
way he did. 

His father still has very vivid 
memories of events he witnessed 
in the war. While in Vietnam, he 
had a friend who had committed 
suicide and he was given the dif-
fi cult job of identifying the body. 

“My dad was called in to iden-
tify the body and he tells me to 
this day he still sees his face and 
it haunts him all the time,” said 
Mr. LaBarca. “It always comes 
back and is very vivid. He’s 66 
now, so we’re talking almost 46 
years ago and it’s never left his 
mind.” 

Mr. LaBarca’s father also 
struggles with the fear of not 
being loved or appreciated. 
Many people know him as John 
LaBarca, a local radio announcer. 
He’s great at his job and every-
one loves him, but if he gets even 
one bad comment from someone, 
it can take its toll on his self 
esteem.

As a psychology teacher, La-
Barca has gotten a better look at 
the warning signs and symptoms 
of PTSD.

Casey Walsh ’14 
EE Staff Writer 

Top left: Mr. LaBarca’s father in Vietnam on a war plane. Photo courtesy of a 
fellow soldier.
Top right: Soldiers fi ghting in the Vietnam war. Photo courtesy of blogs.
sacbee.com.
Bottom: A scan of a normal brain vs. a brain with PTSD. Photo courtesty of 
www. pandys.org.

Growing up in a warzone: Father with PTSD

My father would tell me stories 
of when he had just come back 
from Vietnam, hearing cars back-
fi ring that would make him panic 
and jump to the ground instinctu-
ally, thinking that it was gunfi re. It 
took him a long time to cope with 
situations like that.

PTSD can cause bouts of rage 
in individuals, and feelings of 
deep depression while trying to 
cope with everyday life. While my 
father for many years was able to 
put on a happy face and entertain 
his radio listeners he dealt with all 
of those things, and to this day he 
still does. 

One of the ways he’s been 
able to cope is through telling his 
story, which he has done to fellow 
veterans at the VA hospital in West 
Haven, and also to students. Many 
years since I have been teaching, 
my father has come to speak with 
my classes to share his stories 
of Vietnam and his experience 
with PTSD and it has been such a 
fulfi lling experience for me to see 
him work through his illness and 
share his stories.

I have always been proud and 
admired my father for his service 
to his country, but even more so for 
the strength that he exudes every 
day!

A Note From
Mr. LaBarca
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Brothers Bond through Service
Maddie Dehm’14 
EE Staff Writer 

When you hear the word fam-
ily, do you picture two parents 
home with their kids and work-
ing? Or do you picture a family 
split, some living at  home and 
some living overseas? Accord-
ing to about.com, “About 7.8 
percent of all military members 
are single parents -- 10.7 percent 
for the Army, 7.6 percent for 
the Navy, 5.8 percent for the 
Air Force, and 4.7 percent for 
the Marine Corps. Additionally, 
there are about 84,000 military-
married-to-military couples. 
About 36,000 of those couples 
have children.” 

     One particular senior at 
Trumbull High, Matt Smith, 
lives without his brother Chris 
while he’s away in the marines. 
Chris enlisted in the Marine 
Corps at age 20. 

“At first when my brother 
said he was going to enlist into 
the Marines Corps my family 
and I were worried. The thing 
that comes to mind when you 
hear military is war and death,” 
recalls Smith. “Once I found out 

the benefits and every opportu-
nity the Marines had to offer, the 
burden was gone.”

     

In addition, going into the 
marines helps students out finan-
cially. My uncle, Michael Dehm, 
enlisted into the army so the 
marines could pay for his college 
tuition. The benefits of enlisting 
could go on forever. A few ben-
efits are family healthcare and 
insurance, housing and facilities, 
education, travel, vacation, and 
recreation, according to marines.
com. The benefits may be very 
useful, but having your family 
overseas is still painful. 

“When my brother leaves to go 
back to his base it’s always sad,”  
says Smith. “We have a great 
time when he’s home and we get 
so attached that when he leaves 
again, its like he leaves forever.”

Matt and Chris are very close, 

and get along very well. When 
Chris does come home (which is 
not often), they bond by playing 
lacorsse and guitar. Smith says 
they have the strongest bond, and 
that is why they do everything 
together. 

But when its time for Chris to 
depart, it’s always a sad time in 
the Smith household. Accord-
ing to Smith, one of the difficult 
parts is not knowing what to 
expect.

 “I send him a bunch of texts 
and call him a lot and when he 
doesn’t answer I panic,” says 
Smith. “He talks about going 
overseas to Afghanistan or even 
Syria. You never know when 
he could get deployed and not 
hearing from him has me worried 
24/7.” 

News about Syria and other 
threatening situations always has 
the Smith family worried.

Having family overseas is dif-
ficult and scary, but Smith makes 
it work and is even considering 
enlisting in the Marines himself 
before colleger. Matt and Chris’ 
family is incredibly strong to live 
this way, and big thanks to Chris 
who is even stronger to leave and 
fight for our country!

Matt Smith (right) and Chris Smith (left) reunite when Chris 
comes home from service. 

Photo courtesy of Matt Smith.

     High school is a time for stu-
dents to figure out how they want 
to spend their post-graduation 
lives, and while this is tricky 
for some people, senior Jackson 
Laboa already has his heart set 
on what he wants to do. Jackson 
is planning on joining the United 
States Military, and he aspires to 
be a Navy Seal.
It is common for teens to con-
sider the military as an option 
for themselves after high school, 
but for Jackson it is much more 
than that. He is so dedicated 
to this decision, and he notices 
that people seem to respect his 
passion.
“I think most people are kind 
of impressed when you’re so 
committed to the idea of it,” says 
Jackson. “This is something that 
I’ve wanted to do since I was 5.”
     Jackson’s interest in the 
armed forces is certainly not 
unexpected based on his rich 
family history in the military, 
which stretches all the way back 
to the American Revolution. 
Since then, an ancestor of his has 
fought in every single major war. 

Jackson also has a sister who is 
currently in the Reserve Officers 
Training Corps (ROTC) for the 
Navy.
     The training required to 
become a Navy Seal is very dif-
ficult, and Jackson is fully aware 
of what he will have to do. He 
explained that he will have to 
be in “top physical condition” 
if he wants to earn this position.         
According to Military.com, the 
Navy requires its trainees to do 
42 push-ups in two minutes, 50 
sit-ups in two minutes, and a 
one-and-a-half mile run in 11 
minutes.
     It may not seem like the 
decision to join the armed 
forces would be an easy one to 
make; the process is extremely 
challenging, and active duty is 

obviously very risky. Even with 
all this in mind, though, Jackson 
knows that this is the path for 
him. He attributes his dedication 
to values that have been passed 
on to him through generations.
“What my grandfather taught me 
was service before self. Don’t 
think of yourself first, think of 
others,” said Jackson. “I grew up 
with this idea, and I just knew 
that I needed to give back to my 
country.”
     The concept of service before 
self is not an uncommon philoso-
phy, but it is one that Jackson 
has certainly taken to heart. For 
him, the physical, mental, and 
emotional struggle of the military 
will all be worth it if it means 
that he can serve and defend his 
country.

Kevin Pacelli ‘14
EE Co-Editor in Chief

Poster to promote enlisting into the forces.
Photo Courtesy of Zazzle.com.

Trumbull High Teen Displays Honorable Ambitions

“When my brother 
leaves to go back to his 
base its always sad. We 
have a great time when 
he’s home and we get so 
attached that when he 
leaves again, its like he 
leaves forever.” 

“I grew up with this 
idea, and I just knew 
that I needed to give 
back to my country.”
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War Is A Life-Changing Experience

Steve Hnatuk ‘14
EE Staff Writer

Life Set To Serve and Honor

THS EAGLE’S EYE: 
Did your military experience 
influence your thinking about 
war or about military in 
general?

DOYLE  : No. My family is 
strongly involved in war. My 
grandpa was in World War II, 
and my dad was in Vietnam. 
I did not necessarily want to 
be in the military right from 

Erika Nagy ‘14
EE Staff Writer

Photo courtesy of Erika Nagy

Numerous teachers at 
Trumbull High have served in 
the Armed Forces.  Mr. Doyle, 
an English teacher at THS, 
served in the Army and still 
keeps himself involved in the 
celebration and awareness of 
Veterans Day.

THS EAGLE’S EYE: How 
old were you when you joined?

DOYLE: I was 17 when I 
joined and I left the day after 
my 18th birthday.

THS EAGLE’S EYE: 
Where were you stationed?

DOYLE: For basic training, 
I was stationed in Fort Leonard 
Wood, Missouri. Then I went 
to Texas for advanced training. 
I was then stationed in Saudi 
Arabia during Desert Storm. 

THS EAGLE’S EYE: How 
has the war affected you?

DOYLE: Serving during 
the war has helped me 
appreciate the value of life and 
understand how to cope with 
the past. In the long term, it 
taught me how to value one’s 
country, and it helped pay for 
my college education. I would 
have never been able to afford 
it on my own, so it was a big 
help.

THS EAGLE’S EYE: How 
were the rules in the army?

DOYLE: It was strict, but 
completely fair. There was 
not a lot of personal freedom, 
but there were necessary 
guidelines for us. The rules 
lightened up as you move up 
rankings...although you were 
held up to high standards, 
you were treated as equally as 
everyone else. It did not matter 
what you looked like. We all 
looked professional and it was 
fair.

THS EAGLE’S EYE: What 
did you do in the free time that 
you had?

DOYLE: In my free time, 
I would DJ. I learned how to 
DJ from my roommate in St. 
Angelo. Since then, music has 
become my passion and any 
spare time I had I devoted it to 
DJ’ing. 

THS EAGLE’S EYE: How 
far away were you from the 
front lines?

DOYLE: I was a few miles 
away, maybe three or four 
miles. At night, you could see 
the bombs going off and I saw 
all of the different colors in the 
sky.

THS EAGLE’S EYE: What 
was your most frightening 
experience?

DOYLE: Nothing really 
scared me. There was one 

night where we thought that 
Saddam Hussein was going 
to gas them during the night. 
Everyone was scurrying 
around to get their gas masks 
and stayed up all night, while 
I just went to sleep. It did not 
bother me.

THS EAGLE’S EYE: If 
you could go back, would you 
change anything about your 
experience?

 DOYLE : No. I signed 
up for airborne, to jump out 
of planes, but if I did that, I 
would not have gotten as much 
money for an education.

THS EAGLE’S EYE: Do 
you recall any unusual events?

DOYLE: There was one 
night in Saudi Arabia, I was 
sent to patrol the berms 
with my friends. (Berms are 
pushed-up dirt mounds used 
as barriers). We were not 
sure which berms we were 
supposed to patrol, so we 
assumed it was the one closest 
to the border. We walked to 
the Iraq border, and almost 
got shot by our own army, 
since they did not know it 
was us. On the way back 
from patrolling the berms, my 
friend fell into a sand dune, 
and got tangled in barb wire. 
He looked like a turtle on 
his back, trying to untangle 
himself from the wire.

the start, like my brother. My 
brother knew right from the 
start that he wanted to be a 
part of the military. I always 
had an admiration for the 
military.

     The Eagles Eye thanks 
Mr. Doyle in for participating 
in this interview.

     There are numerous 
Trumbull High seniors 
planning on joining the 
Armed Forces after gradua-
tion. Eric Jones, a senior at 
Trumbull High, is joining 
the Navy’s Reserve Officer 
Training Corps (ROTC) 
program. Students must be 
accepted into the program 
and then attend four years 
at a college of their choice. 
They then train to become 
an officer in the branch they 
are accepted into, and then 
serve at least four years.
     “It’s a fantastic oppor-
tunity to get an education 
and further my career in a 
field that I am interested 
in,” said Jones, when asked 
why he wants to join the 
armed forces. Jones plans 
on joining the Marines and 
feels that there is respect 
and honor associated with 
being in the Armed Forces 
that certainly cannot be 
achieved anywhere else. 

A tremendous amount of hard 
work and courage are required 
to serve our country and only 
the bravest and strongest can 
do so.
     Jones described how his 
grandfather served in the Army. 

“I look up to my grandfather 
and I’m proud to say that he is 
a veteran,” says Jones. “He is 
someone who I aspire to be like 
and he is part of the reason I 
plan on joining the Marines.”
  Jones thinks we need to fur-

ther honor our veterans in the 
Trumbull. 
    “I want to create a memorial 
for veterans that have gradu-
ated from Trumbull. It would 
be something we could defi-
nitely do here at Trumbull High 
to pay homage to the veterans 
in our own community,” says 
Jones. “Students and veterans 
alike can be proud of the me-
morial and the honor associated 
with their school.”
      Currently there is not a me-

morial of this sort at Trumbull 
High, but many other schools 
in the area do have similar 
memorials. 
     “We could fundraise or get 
local businesses to sponsor the 
memorial. I’m sure the commu-
nity could pull together funds 
for such a good cause” Jones 
said.
     Jones will begin his mili-
tary career next fall attending 
college and beginning training 
for the Navy’s Reserve Of-
ficer Training Corps (ROTC) 
program.Photo courtesy of Steve Hnatuk

“Being a Marine was 
something I’ve always wanted 
to do and there is an honor 
associated with serving that is 
definitely unmatched.”
  -Eric Jones
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Gabrielle Tropp ‘16
EE Staff Writer

As all students and faculty 
know, Trumbull High School 
has been visited by NEASC. 
Certainly, we have felt the effects 
in terms of nervous teachers, 
shadowed friends, and glimpses 
of accreditors in the hallways.  
So everyone has heard the name 
NEASC around school, but what 
does  does it mean, what does it 
do, and why are they here? The 
trivia in homeroom and advisory 
may have helped, but to be hon-
est, probably not. Here’s all you 
need to know about the recently 
completed process.

NEASC stands for the “New 
England Association of Schools 
and Colleges” and they are here 
to accredit THS. Now what does 
that mean? For the school to be ac-
credited, THS must meet specific 
requirements. These requirements 
stem from the school’s Core Val-
ues, and there are seven standards 
of assessment. From community 
resources to curriculum, there is a 
lot expected from our high school. 

The Core Values and Belief 
Statement says, “The Trumbull 
High School Community, which 
engages in an environment con-
ducive to learning, believes that 
all students will read and write 
effectively, therefore commu-
nicating in an articulate and co-
herent manner. All students will 
participate in activities that ad-
dress problem-solving through 
critical thinking. Students will use 
technology as a tool in decision 
making. We believe that by foster-
ing self-confidence, self-directed 

and student-centered activities, 
we will encourage independent 
thinking and learning. We believe 
ethical conduct to be paramount in 
sustaining our welcoming school 
climate.”

Now that is a lot to take in and 
understand, but the 5 key goals are 
as follows: read and write effec-
tively, problem-solving through 
critical thinking,using technology 
as a tool in decision making, inde-
pendent thinking and learning, and 
ethical conduct.

The impact of this accreditation 
on our lives is a lot greater than a 
few hectic weeks. Having an ac-
credited high school can determine 
how much a diploma from THS 
is worth; when you are applying 

for colleges, having a high school 
diploma from an accredited high 
school is very important. Your top 
school might not accept you unless 
Trumbull High is accredited. 

Now you might be getting 
nervous: “What If Trumbull High 
doesn’t get accredited? Does that 
mean all my high school credit is 
meaningless now?”. 

Don’t worry too much. I can 
see how you might be thinking 
how could Trumbull High pass 
when the construction is still be-
ing finished, but in comparison to 
some other high schools in New 
England, Trumbull High School is 
in great shape. Think about what 
our school has accomplished; our 
Mock Trial team placed tenth in 

the world at their recent competi-
tion, and senior Emily Ruchalski 
won best witness in the world. 
Yes, in the world. And don’t forget 
the DECA competition last year, 
where six students went to Califor-
nia to compete on a national level. 
And as for our faculty , Mr. August 
was named Teacher of the Year 
in Trumbull and was one of the  
finalists in Connecticut. All of this 
and so much more adds up to an 
amazing school community. There 
is a lot riding on this accreditation, 
but we have astounding evidence 
to support our worth.

  Don’t worry about being ac-
credited but, it is important to 
recognize how important the pro-
cess is.

NEASC: Everything You Need To Know

The official banner certifying Trumbull High School by the New England Association pf 
Schools and Colleges. Photo Courtesy of Jake Horowitz

Is there enough respect for our heroes?
Katie Herndon ‘14
EE Staff Writer

There is much controversy 
over whether or not we should 
have school on Veterans Day. 
Students constantly complain, 
“other schools get the day off, 
why don’t we?” However, the 
schools counter that if we did 
not  have school, students would 
not be remembering these veter-
ans on this day. Yet, we do not 
end up acknowledging them in 
the classroom setting anyway. 

Our neighboring town, 
Stratford, does a bit more than 
Trumbull. According to the 
Stratford Patch, this year the 
town of Stratford will not be 
attending school and there will 
be an event to remember and 
acknowledge veterans. The 
town will be hosting an Ap-
preciation and Resource Event 
where all are welcome with a 
free continental breakfast and 
lunch included. Upon being told 
this information, Trumbull High 
senior Alexa Ruff stated, “I wish 

we did more stuff like that. 
It would be nice if we could 
recognize the veterans more in 
our town.”

Although Trumbull does 
have an assembly, only about 
30% of Trumbull residents 
attend, 15% of which are vet-
erans themselves. Stratford’s 
idea for a banquet and break-
fast is much more inviting and 
is getting more of a response 
than Trumbull’s events.

Looking further south, we 
see that Miami, Florida, does 
even more. On Veterans Day 
they have a parade right on 
the beach.Prior to that, they 
hold a ceremony for all the 
veterans to salute them further. 
Petty Officer Carlos Suaraz of 
Miami states, “It’s all about 
those who have gone before 
us that have laid down the 
foundation for our freedoms 
and those that are serving right 
now overseas and those who 
are coming in the future.” 

The attendance for this 
event is through the roof. 

More than half the city shows up 
to display their upmost support.

Miami does a great job in 
showing honor and support for 
these veterans, and also makes it 
a fun way for everyone to get to-
gether. Not only are the veterans 
being recognized by almost the 
entire city but there is also fun 
music and good food, and every-
one is able to have a good time 
at the parade and ceremony.

 THS senior Sara Robaczynski 
states, “If we had a more fun and 
entertaining way of recognizing 
our veterans on Veterans Day I 
think more people would show 
up and show their support. We 
don’t really do much and I think 
a parade and ceremony would 
be a good way to get the town to 
show their support together, and 
allow everyone to have fun too.”

Trumbull does do a satisfac-
tory job in recognizing our 
veterans on Veterans Day, but 
compared to other towns around 
us and in the U.S, we could be 
doing so much more. Should we have school on Veteran’s Day? Or not? 

Photo courtesy of northernstar.info

The 
Eagle’s 

Eye would 
like 

to thank 
the 

Trumbull 
PTSA for 
helping to 
make this 

issue 

possible.
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As we transition from October 
to November, we forget about Hal-
loween, tricks, and treats, and start 
to look forward to the elements 
of turkey, family, and especially 
Veterans. Veterans Day is one of 
America’s proudest holidays, as 
we remember those who fought 
for our country and risked their 
lives for our freedom. When this 
day comes around, the mind of 
a true football fan immediately 
jumps to the story of the beloved 
Pat Tillman. 

Patrick Daniel Tillman was born 
in San Jose, California on No-
vember 6th, 1976. An exceptional 
athlete, Tillman grew to be the star 
of Leland High School’s football 
team, leading them to a California 
state championship, and receiv-
ing a full football scholarship to 
Arizona State University. Known 
for his fearlessness on the field, 
Tillman started all four years for 
the Sun Devils, leading them to a 
Rose Bowl Game and becoming 

the Pac-10’s defensive player of 
the year in 1997.

On April 19th, 1998, Tillman 
experienced what every boy in the 
United States dreamed of; the Ari-
zona Cardinals selected him with 
the 226th pick in the 1998 NFL 
draft. In the NFL, Tillman moved 
from the comfort of linebacker, 
in which he played in college, 
to safety. As a rookie he started 
10 games out of the 16 played 
throughout an NFL season, which 
is unheard of for a 7th round draft 
pick. Throughout his 4 year NFL 
career with the Cardinals, Tillman 
recorded a total of 238 tackles, 
2.5 sacks, 3 interceptions, and a 
forced fumble. 

Eight long and confusing 
months after the September 11th 
attacks which shook America, Till-
man made a decision that caused 
everyone in the NFL to stop dead 
in their tracks; Pat Tillman turned 
down a 3-year $3.6 million con-
tract from the Cardinals to enlist 
in the US Army, showing an as-
tonishing loyalty to his country. 
Tillman and his brother Kevin, a 

promising pitcher for the Cleve-
land Indians, began their training 
at Fort Lewis, months before being 
deployed to Iraq.

On April 24th, 2002, a little 
after the 5 year anniversary of his 
NFL Draft Day, Pat Tillman, was 
tragically killed by friendly fire in 
Afghanistan. It rained in Phoenix 
that day, fittingly, as the city wept 
for the loss of a true leader on and 
off the field. Tillman was posthu-
mously awarded the Purple Heart 
Award for the sacrifices he made 
to instill freedom in his country. 
The Arizona State Sun Devils 
and Arizona Cardinals also made 
it their priorities to retire Pat Till-
man’s #42 and #40, respectively. 

His military uniform resides in 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 
Canton, Ohio where it will stand 
the test of time. I remember seeing 
it as a young boy and understand-
ing the courage that he brought to 
the gridiron, and the courage that 
he brought to the battlefield. 

Although the stories of every 
Veteran differ, their loyalty and 
sacrifices to this country deserve 
our highest admiration. 

Thomas Switzgable ‘15
EE Staff Writer

Remembering Pat Tillman, a hero on and off the field

Pat Tillman kneels down by the endzone at University of Phoenix Stadium
Photo courtesy of washingtonpost.com

Trumbull Eagles off to best start since 2010
Christopher Rzasa ‘14
EE Senior Sports Editor

The Trumbull Eagles football 
team is off to their best start since 
2010. Through the eight games  
of the season they are 6-2, losing 
only the first game of the season 
to Shelton by a whopping score of 
20-57 and the most recent game 
to Staples in overtime by a score 
of 49-42. So far they have de-
feated Fairfield Warde, Stamford, 
Norwalk,Westhill, Greenwich, 
and Wilton.

Through the first seven games 
of the season, starting quarter-
back Nick Roberts, who has been 
one of the main components of 
the Eagles success, had a 58% 
completion rate (132-225) and 
had thrown for 2,091 yards and 
25 touchdowns (490 of those 
yards coming in the game against 
Wilton). That’s about 298.7 yards 
amd three touchdowns per game.  
Roberts also has 15 rushing yards 
on nine carries. Roberts’s main 
target has been #7 TJ Hayduk, 
who had 38 receptions for 672 
yards. in those first seven games. 

When asked why this year has 

been better than previous seasons, 
he attributed the success to “The 
experience that we have on both 
sides of the ball. Zach Thompson, 
Phil Reardon, and myself have 
started since we were sophomores 
and Tj Hayduk and Nick De Rosa 
and Andrew Marino started last 
year. The experience is a big part. 
We’ve also been unhappy with 
where we were the past two years 
so we were eager for change”

One of the most important 
aspects of this team has been the 
defense. They have allowed an 
average of 25 points per game, but 
since Shelton they have allowed 
18 points a game and only allow-
ing 6 points twice. Another big 
component of their team has been 
the running back M.J. Cesare, 
who has rushed for 496 yards on 
95 carries, averaging a very nice 
5.22 yards per carry.
(Top) Eric Anderson (5) and Zach  
Thompson (55) celebrate the win 
over Wilton
(Bottom) The Trumbull Eagles run out 
onto the field for the home opener. Led 
by Quarterback Nick Roberts (17)
Photos courtesy of the Trumbull High 
School Football Facebook page.
Note: Statistics only include games 
up to Oct. 25.
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NFL Gives Back
By Kellie Courville
EE Staff Writer

     Whether it is signing auto-
graphs, going to meet players, 
or even the Super Bowl, the 
National Football League (NFL) 
understands the importance in 
giving back to the people who 
serve this country, not only 
during week of Veterans Day, 
but throughout the entire year 
through their Salute to Service 
campaign. The NFL not only 
provides the troops with distinct 
NFL experiences, but they also 
contribute funds to their main 
military non-profi t sponsors- Pat 
Tillman Foundation, USO, and 
Wounded Warrior. Even if it is a 
small thank you, the NFL recog-
nizes the military personnel and 
shows their appreciation for the 
soldiers fi ght for America.  
     The NFL’s Salute to Service 
campaign, has all 32 teams pay 
tribute to the branches of the 
U.S. Armed Forces. The week of 
Veterans Day is when each home 
team hosts a Salute to Service 
game, where teams honor lo-
cal military personnel. During 
these salute to service games, 
for every point scored, the NFL 
donates $100 among their three 
non-profi t sponsors. Teams also 
honor troops during the game 
and, in addition, wear a sticker 
of a branch of the military on 
their helmet. The teams and 
their coaching staff also wear 
camo ribbons, camo gloves, and 
camo hats. These camo pieces 
of apparel can be purchased by 
fans and a hundred percent of 
the proceeds are split among the 
USO, Wounded Warrior, and the 
Pat Tillman Foundation.
     Not only does the NFL thank 

the troops, they pay tribute 
to them throughout the entire 
season and offseason.  During a 
majority of the games, the com-
mentators thank the troops for all 
they do for our country. Seattle 
Seahawks head coach Pete Car-
roll tweeted: “Honor and thank 
our military atMillionFanSalute.
com! Seahawks are currently in 
2nd, let’s get to #1 #NFLSalute-
via @USAA.” 
     If it is not the commenta-
tors or coaches showing their 
appreciation it could be the 
commissioner, Roger Goodell, 
who invites military branches to 
announces their favorite teams 
selection during the draft. The 
teams also show their apprecia-
tion by allowing special train-
ing camp days open to troops 
and their families. During this 
time they sign autographs and 
allow the families on the fi eld. 
The Seattle Seahawks showed 
their dedication via Twitter: “ @
LWillson_82 signed until there 
was nothing left to sign. #NFL-
Salute.”
     Not only are the NFL’s ef-
forts to recognize people of 
the military recognized among 
adults, they are also recognized 
by Trumbull High students. In a 
survey of 50 people, 31 said they 
knew about the NFL’s efforts to 
give back to the troops. 
      “I think it’s good for Ameri-
cans and anybody who watches 
the NFL to see the troops are 
fi ghting to keep our country 
safe. The NFL is a huge corpora-
tion and is using it’s popularity 
towards a good cause” senior, 
Nicole Chiappetta comments 
about the project.  
     No matter if it is something 
small or something huge, pay-
ing tribute to American soldiers 

is important to show them our 
appreciation for keeping us safe.  
The NFL’s Salute to Service 
program portrays that even major 
companies still care about all the 
soldiers do to ensure American 
safety.

Shop Support Community

From around the 
league

Photo courtesy of baltimorera-
vens.com. Coach John Harbaugh 
meets troops and signs auto-
graphs at Ravens training camp.

Photo courtesy of lubbockonline.
com. Buffalo Bills players meet 
soldiers on the fi eld after the 
game. 

Photo courtesy of the dcmili-
tary.com. Washington Redskins 
quarterback Robert Griffi n 
the third, meets fans during 
practice

Photo courtesy of usarmy.net. 
The Denver Broncos welcome 
military personnel on the fi eld 
and the troops are welcomed by 

Photo courtesy of timerecord-
new.com. Dallas Cowboys play-
ers salute the soldiers on fi eld 
during the game

Photo courtesy of 4capsu.com. The 
NFL makes camo themed apparel 
that fans can wear. The proceeds of  
these camo apparel go to the NFL 
military non profi ts.

Photo courtesy of cargocollective.
com. During the Salute to Service 
games, the goal posts are decorated 
with the NFL camo ribbon along the 
bottom of the goal post.

Photo courtesy of nfl .com. The San Diego Chargers players greet military 
personnel during a home game

Photo courtesy of cargocollective.
com. The players wear  the NFL 
camo ribbon on their helmet along 
with a military branch sticker

Photo courtesy of nfl .com. The 
Green Bay Packers fans thank 
military personnel by spelling 
out“THANK YOU MILITARY” dur-
ing the pregrame. 

Photo courtesy of buffalobills.com. 
Bills fans recognize Veterans during 
the pregame by spelling out “VET-
ERANS”

Recognize

Photo courtesy of abclocal.com. JJ 
Watt of the Houston Texans recog-
nizes military service by wearing 
his Salute to Service gloves, during 
the Salute to Service game.

Photo courtesy of uso.org. The 
Baltimore Ravens fans are able 
to see the members of the military 
currently over seas through a live 
feed, that projects on the stadium’s 
scoreboard. 

Photo courtesy of timesrecordnew.
com. The Seattle Seahawks play-
ers greet armed forces’ fans on the 
fi eld prior to kick off.

Photo courtesy of bleacherreport.com. All team members 
must wear a sticker of the armed forces and the NFL’s camo 
ribbon during the Salute to Service game. Along with the 
stickers added to the back of the players’ helmets, they are 
given gloves that have “Salute to Service” printed on them.

Photo courtesy of army.mil. Troops 
help join the NFC and AFC during 
the Probwol.

Photo courtesy of nfl shop.com. 
Fans can purchase camo inspired 
jerseys, like Philip Rivers’.
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     Veterans Day is an annual 
holiday in which our country 
takes time to thank all the men 
and women who have served 
our country. Taking the time to 
recognize their struggles and sac-
ri� ces is imperative but should 
not end when the day � nishes. 
� e reality each of these families 
and veteran’s face is a year round 
challenge. It is important that we 
remember this on the other 364 
days of the year. � anks to many 
charities and generous people, 
citizens have many opportunities 
to help these veterans. 
     One of the most famous and 
well-known organizations is 
the Wounded Warrior Project. 
� eir mission is to raise aware-
ness to the needs of injured 
service members and to enlist the 
public’s aid in providing unique, 
direct programs and services 
that cater to the speci� c needs of 
these service members. 
     “To foster the most success-
ful, well-adjusted generation of 
service members in our nation’s 
history” (Wounded Warrior Proj-
ect) is the mission statement and 
goal of this organization. 
     In order to achieve this mis-
sion, the organization creates 
personalized programs to help 
their members. � e course 
focuses on the physical and 
mental rehabilitation of the 
service member’s speci� c needs.  

� e program allows for Combat 
Stress and Recovery (CSRP), 
family support, peer mentoring, 
therapist meetings and Physical 
Heath and Wellness Programs 
(PHWP).  
     It is estimated that by August 
2013 in relation to Operation 
Iraqi Freedom and Operation 
Enduring Freedom, roughly 
51,303 service members were in-
jured, 320,000 su� ered Traumatic 
Brain Injury (TBI) and 400,000 
su� er from Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD). � ese service 
members are in need of help 
each and every day and therefore 
many are enlisted in the pro-
gram. 
     Giving back to help these 
veterans can be done as simply 
as giving a donation to help fund 
these programs or by volunteer-
ing time to help events and the 
stages of the healing process. 
Getting involved is the easiest 
way to help veterans and say 
thank you for the sacri� ces they 
have made for us. 
     “� e greatest casualty is being 
forgotten”(Wounded Warrior 
Project). � is is the slogan for the 
program and rings true today. 
     � e value in giving back is a 
small comparison to the costs 
these veterans have endured.  
As Veterans Day passes year to 
year use it as a time to re� ect on 
the greatness of these men and 
women and as a reminder to do 
more on a daily basis. 

Beyond Veterans Day 

Join the Cause- ROTC 
      Senior year is full of stress, 
anxiety, and hopes about the 
future. Obviously, there is also 
the dreaded “senioritis” which 
seems to infect every member of 
the senior population. It’s not all 
fun and games as these students 
must apply to colleges and � gure 
out careers to pursue in the 
future. For some, the military has 
a strong impact on their plans. 
Choosing the army as a career 
path would change these stu-
dents’ lives forever. 
 ROTC, which stands for 
Reserve O�  cers’ Training Corps, 
is a college-based program for 
students to train them to be of-
� cers in any branch of the armed 
forces. More than 1100 colleges 
and universities o� er an ROTC 
program, so there are wide range 
opportunities. � ese ROTC 
cadets are also able to major in 
almost any subject so they can 
continue with the career of their 
choice a� er their service. ROTC 
is an intense program that will 
provide unique skills and traits 
and transform these young of-

� cers into strong leaders.
  Eric Jones, a senior at 
Trumbull High School, said, “I 
have always wanted to join the 
military and ROTC allows me to 
� nally do that while also seeking 
a higher education.” 
 � ere are many obli-
gations involved for students 
in the ROTC program.  Over 
the summer, college students 
participate in rigorous drills and 
training programs. Moreover, 
they receive basic military and 
o�  cer training at an ROTC unit 
near their college. Under ROTC, 
students can receive merit-based 
scholarships that will pay for 
partial to full tuition. Two to four 
year scholarships are available to 
choose from, thus there are many 
options available to bene� t each 
student. In return for the � nan-
cial aid, students are required to 
partake in active military service 
a� er graduation. 
  Mr. Doyle, a teacher at Trum-
bull High School who joined the 
military at age 18, said, “ROTC 
is a good idea for people who do 
not know yet exactly what they 
want to do with their life. � e 
� nancial bene� t is also a huge 

part because they will be able 
to attend college with � nancial 
aid, and they can end up with a 
higher salary a� er serving.” 
Reasons for joining an ROTC 
program di� er from student to 
student. According to an article 
on � e Washington Post, “� e 
number of college students in 
the Army ROTC has grown 50% 
since the 2005-06 school year.” 
Possible reasons for this growth 
can be free higher education, 
strong patriotism, army lineage, 
or the background experience 
on a resume. Serving as an of-
� cer shows leadership qualities 
and unique experience that will 
impress future employers. Fur-
thermore, joining this program 
does not take away a student’s 
usual college experience; military 
courses can be taken alongside 
normal classes. � eir responsi-
bilities in both school and mili-
tary courses show students the 
dedication and hard-work that it 
takes to be a true leader. 

Rebecca Buck ‘14
EE Staff Writer  

Angela Surrusco ‘14
EE Staff Writer

Pictured above  is a Wounded Warrior poster with thier proud slogan, “The greatest casualty is being forgotten”. 

Pictured below is two United States Army Veterans that were injured in duty and are currently enrolled in the 
Wounded Warrior Programs working towards recovery. 

Photos coursety of the Wounded Warrior Project 

Top picture is the emblem of the 
United States Army of which Mi-
chael Krafchick was a member in 
the 1943. Bottom: U.S Army Logo 
Photo courtesy of  Army Strong.
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The T-shirts are 
able to convey 
this message 
more effectively 
than a flyer or 
other types of 
projects because 
the shirts are 
eye-catching 
and a visible 
r e m i n d e r . 
Therefore, when 
a person sees 
the clothesline 
hanging in the 
commons or 
in front of the 
l ibrary,  i t  is 
an emotional 
symbol that is 
hard to ignore. 
 
According to 
promotional material regarding 
the Clothesline Project, “The 
clothesline display is a vehicle 
for anyone affected by violence 
to express their emotions by 
decorating a shirt.”
 Although the Clothesline 
Project is geared towards abusive 
relationships, THS slightly 
modified this aspect so it could 
entail bullying as well. Bullying 
is potentially more applicable to 
students, which enables them to 
have a fi rmer grasp on the project’s 
underlying meaning. Not to 
mention, it coincides perfectly with 
the fact that October is National 
Bullying Prevention Month. 
 The Interact Club has 
been host to the Clothesline Project 
for the past six years because they 
strongly support the way in which 
it increases awareness. For this year 

“Stand up to domestic 
violence.” “Beat your goals, 
Not your family.” “There is no 
excuse for abuse.” “Stop domestic 
violence. Have a heart.” These are 
just a few of the many phrases 
written on T-shirts that were 
recently on display in front of the 
Trumbull Library as well as in the 
commons at THS. 
 These T-shirts are a major 
component of the Clothesline 
Project, which strives to raise 
awareness of domestic abuse 
against women. The Clothesline 
Project also serves as a tool 
for self-expression and healing 
for women who are victims of 
domestic violence since they 
are able to personally design 
T-shirts. In Trumbull, the program 
is sponsored primarily through 
the Trumbull Rotary Club and its 
partnership with THS’ Interact 
Club. The project was held from 
October 4th through October 13th. 
 “Its importance is not 
to only raise awareness, but we 
also would like to think that when 
people read our shirts, they will 
want to avoid being violent in any 
way themselves,” stated Interact 
Club Offi cer Justin Mejia. “Also, 
we feel like these shirts bring 
comfort to anyone who is a victim 
of domestic violence. We make 
these shirts to honor victims and 
survivors of domestic violence.”
 As Mejia mentioned, 
these T-shirts are critical by 
delivering the vital message of 
preventing domestic violence and 
its negative effect towards women. 

in particular, it held slightly more 
signifi cance because it occurred 
during the NEASC visit. This 
project directly benefi ts the Center 
for Women and Families of Eastern 
Fairfield. According to Interact 
Club advisor Mrs. Cranston, the 
club also chose the project in 
order to work closely with the 
Trumbull Rotary Club.   
  “We thought it served two 
purposes. We felt it was important 
for visiting members of other 
school districts to see that Trumbull 
High does support community-
based projects. And the other is just 
heightening awareness,” remarked 
Mrs. Cranston. “Domestic violence 
is certainly something that can 
impact a student greatly. It is kind 
of two-fold.”  
 In addition to the T-shirts, 
the Clothesline Project held a vigil 

to supplement the knowledge the 
public is able to gain. The vigil at the 
library on October 9th proved to be 
very successful in delivering its key 
messages. There were a myriad of 
speakers that touched upon violence 
and bullying, including THS Peer 
Mediators, First Selectman Timothy 
Herbst, and Debra Greenwood, 
President of the Center for Women 
and Families of Eastern Fairfi eld.
 THS student and Peer 
Mediator Chiaki Santiago was 
amongst the guest speakers at the 
vigil. She spoke about the process 
of Peer Mediation and how students 
are able to compromise on issues 
such as bullying and arguing. She 
was very moved by the overall 
experience and the emotional 
climate that comprised the vigil.  
  “It was very sad hearing 
the names of the people that died 

in cases of domestic violence 
but at the same time, you could 
tell that everyone was aware and 
very attentive to everything that 
was being said,” said Santiago. 
 The Clothesline Project 
did not originate in Trumbull, 
but was actually started in 
Cape Cod in 1990. Today, 
the project has grown rapidly 
with an estimated 500 projects 
nationally and internationally. 
Additionally, there are roughly 
41 states that participate in 
the project along with five 
countries. This staggering 
number includes about 50,000 
to 60,000 T-shirts, as reported 
by theclotheslineproject.org.  
 The Clothesline Project 
is continuing to expand and 
improve year by year. This 
certainly holds true for the 

project held at THS. For instance, 
Mrs. Cranston hopes to invite 
representatives from the Center 
for Women and Families of 
Eastern Fairfi eld next year to sit 
through the lunch waves. These 
representatives would have the 
opportunity to answer questions 
and share their traumatic, yet 
inspiring stories with students. 
 The Clothesline Project 
is a truly motivating initiative. 
Hopefully, everyone in Trumbull 
was able to view the clotheslines 
either in the commons or in front 
of the library and appreciate their 
powerful mission of preventing 
domestic abuse against women. 
      
       

The clothesline project shatters the silence
Alison Kuznitz ‘15
EE Senior Opinions Editor

iPhone 5c: bust or breakthrough?
Sydney Sirkin ‘17
EE Staff Writer

 The iPhone 5c has many 
great qualities like Siri, fun colors 
and 4G networking. Unfortu-
nately, these great features are un-
known  not only to many students 
at Trumbull High, but to many 
people on the market for a new 
phone as well. What could have 
caused the iPhone 5c to get such 
a bad reputation? 
 “The iPhone 5c is cheap 
looking. It looks as if it could 
break very easily,” says 9th grader 
Kiki Yalamanchili. 
 In fact, according to a 
survey conducted at THs, 3 out 
of 5 students believe the 5c is a 
terrible phone.
  “Apple is downgrading 
fast. They think they can make a 
cheap plastic phone and people 
will actually buy it,”  stated Ajshe 
Zulfi  . 
 Moreover, the price may 
be another factor that contribues 

to the iPhone 5c’s negative repu-
tation. Although the iPhone 5c is 
a comparably cheaper price than 
most iPhones, it may not prove to 
be the best investment.
  “It seems like a waste of 
money to me,” Amanda DeLucia 
says.
 Nevertheless, according 
to the offi cial apple website, the 
5c has the exact same features as 
the 5, including Siri and fl awless 
internet connection. Some owners 
agree with these statistics. They 
claim the iPhone is great consid-
ering its high functionality and its 
fun colors.  
  “It is made of a strong 
plastic so it’s cheaper. It also 
comes in 5 colors which is cool 
because this is the fi rst time apple 
has made colorful iPhones,” says 
junior Brittany Kubicko.
 However, even out of 
the people who like the 5c, half 
of them said they would never buy 
one. Some students argue that the 
colors are even a useless gimmick.

  “My cases would just 
cover up the colors on the 5c. I 
don’t want to spend money on a 
new phone when you can’t even 
see the colors,” comments sopho-
more Matt Buckwald replies.  
 Conversely, this is not 
entirely true. Apple has decided to 
make specially designed cases that 
display the iPhone 5c color and 
keep it safe. Meanwhile, other stu-
dents state that they would rather 
just keep their current phones than 
take a chance with the 5c. 
 Of course, there are al-
ways fl aws in the 5c. For example, 
it is heavier than most iPhones, 
weighing at 4.65 ounces, while 
the 5 is a light 3.95 ounces. 
 Owner of the phone 
Gabby Tropp says, “It dies really 
quickly.”  
 Meanwhile, the 5c’s pros 
outweigh the cons by a great deal. 
Its technology is just as good as 
the 5, with an improved camera, 
4G networking, and a slimmer 
design. Furthermore, its fun col-

ors, (white, blue, green, red and 
yellow) makes it more pleasing to 
look at, while it’s easy to hold and 
has a vibrant display. In addition, 
the ios7 looks great and comfort-
able on this model. 
 The iPhone 5c forms a 
new approach for apple. Its fea-
tures make it an amazing iPhone, 
but people who want the next 
generation iPhone will be greatly 
let down. Having said that, the 5c 
only costs $99 with a 2-year con-
tract, while the 5s is a monumental 

$199. Only a few will make the 
jump to the ultra-expensive iPhone 
5s, making the 5c the way to go. 
iPhone 5c, for the colorful. 
 

Photo courtesy of engadget.com

Students create inspiring phrases on the T-shirts Photo Courtesy of the THS Interact Club
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admit, a much deeper message than I 
anticipated.

“When did we see each other 
face-to-face?” said Q. “Not until you 
saw into my cracks and I saw into 

Carley Berlin ‘14
EE Staff Writer

best Young Adult novel. 
Paper Towns takes place 

in Orlando, Florida. Quentin 
“Q” Jacobsen has been harbor-
ing feelings of unrequited love 
for his neighbor, Margo Roth 
Spiegelman, a girl so amazing 
that her entire name must be said. 
Childhood friends, they grew 
apart in high school, as many 
teenagers do.

That’s why Q is surprised 
when Margo shows up at his 
window, in the middle of the 
night, asking for help. As any 
hopelessly- in love teenager 
would, Q agrees. They drive 
around town seeking the kind of 
vengeance that we readers love 
to live vicariously through.  

The next day, Margo is 
gone. Although not the first time 
she runs away, Q is worried. So, 
partly hoping that she wants 
him to and partly believing that 
it is his duty to, Q tries to fol-
low the clues that Margo left 
for him.In searching for Margo, 
Q ultimately finds himself. I’ll 

 “Paper Towns is about 
what we do and do not see when 
we imagine each other,” said 
John Green in a videoblog about 
his book.
 John Green is an Ameri-
can author and hilarious video 
blogger. In 2006, he won the 
Printz Award for his first novel, 
Looking for Alaska. Six years 
later, his The Fault in Our Stars 
made the New York Times  best 
seller list and is now being turned 
into a movie.Other works by 
Green include: An Abundance of 
Katherines, Let it Snow, and Will 
Grayson, Will Grayson.
 Paper Towns, written by 
John Green, is one of those books 
that a reader will  not be able to 
put it down.
 It is Green’s third novel. 
Published on October 16, 2008 
by Dutton Books, it was number 
five on the NY Times Bestsell-
ers list and won the 2009 Edgar 

Our Favorite Shows Come 
Back To Entertain Us
Madeline Jabbour ‘16
EE Staff Writer

 As the beginning 
of Fall sets into October, the 
season premieres of all our 
favorite shows are introduced 
to the school year. The drama, 
laughter, cries and sobs are 
back to entertain us as we gaze 
in front of our TVs watching 
the returns of Awkward on 
MTV, The Walking Dead on 
AMC and CW’s The Carrie 
Diaries.
  Awkward, airing on 
MTV,  October 22nd 10:30 
pm on Tuesdays, has cap-
tured many teens for the past 
two years. The constant jokes 
and laughs combined with 

suspenseful, jaw dropping 
moments are what has made it 

an addicting, critically acclaimed  
new show. With over 3 million 
viewers an episode for season 
three, it has made its audience sit 
at the edge of their seats since the 
spring finale in June. An obvious 
cliffhanger just kept us wanting 
more! 
 As the Fall premiere 
comes to excite us, it is absolute 
that the remainder of the season 
will be at its best while keeping us 
entertained and intrigued. For the 

Walking Dead ( new episodes ev-
ery Sunday), the season premiere 
on October 13th at 9:00 pm, had 
already been widely talked about. 
As the continuation of repulsive 
yet impressive features are con-
stantly played in each episode, it 
seems to catch a great amount of 
audience. The show is watched 
for its frightening effects but also 
reflects how strangers have all 
joined to fight against a common 

enemy known as the walkers. 
The feelings behind each season 
are treasured as well. The season 
four premiere reached its high-
est with over 16 million views. 
The Walking Dead is a show for 
a wide variety of viewers, not 
just zombie lovers!  Another 
show set to premiere is the new 
series, The Carrie Diaries which 
started its first season in January. 
The beginning had a rough time 
with audience but the arrival of 
season two is sure to catch the 
eyes of a new audience. The in-
sightful and sweet teen romance 
series will premiere every Friday 
starting October 25th at 9:00 

pm. It is highly recommended 
that each of these shows are to 
be watched once. By then, it is 
certain you will be addicted!

Insidious 2

yours. Before that, we were just 
looking at ideas of each other, 
like looking at your window 
shade but never seeing inside. 

But once the vessel cracks, the 
light can get in. The light can 
get out.”

The book is written in three 
parts, named by the metaphor 
that it is about: Part One: The 
Strings, Part Two: The Grass, 
and Part Three: The Vessel. The 
Vessel is further divided into 
sections marked by the hour, a 
technique that builds suspense 
and anticipation.

Paper Towns is not what I 
expected. I read every other book 
by Green in what some may call 
an ‘obsessive’ manner, and this 
one left me thinking the most. It 
ties together romance, adventure, 
and mystery with hilarious dia-
logue and memorable characters. 
The main criticism I have with 
this book is the ending. The book 
builds up to this exciting moment 
only to disappoint the reader. 
The character of Margo seems to 

A Paper Book With Concrete Messages

Emma Hopwood ‘16
EE Staff Writer

Every week, there appears to be a 
new movie out in theaters. A select 
few. however, have greatly stood 
out, and leave the fans excited for 
the DVD release. Of all the hor-
ror films in the past few months, 
Insidious chapter 2 has appealed to 
many as  one of, if not the most, 
memorable. There have been 
many unfortunate sequels that 
are unable to live up to the first. 
However, Insidious 2 maintained 
a well-developed storyline as well 
as the suspense expected in any 
scary movie. 
Horror film enthusiast Kyle Marlin 
came back after opening night 
claiming it was “better than the 
first, since it had a better plot.” 
Characters such as Josh, (played 
by Patrick Wilson) Dalton, (played 
by Ty Simpkins) and Elise (played 
by Lin Shaye) really had more 
of connection with the audience 
the second time around. Despite 
the thoroughly tense moments 
throughout the film, there were 
still scenes with comic relief that 
allowed you to put your guard 
down-even if it was just for a 

moment.
Some however, left the theatre un-
satisfied. There could have been a 
greater number of startling scares, 
and it could be said that the movie 
was over-explained in comparison 
to other films in the genre. Per-
sonally, I enjoy films with com-
plex story lines, but I understand 
those who went for just the thrill. 
Overall, considering the storyline 
and cliffhanger, I would expect 
that many are anxiously awaiting 
chapter three, and hopefully this 
next one can have enough scares 
for everyone.

have no character development 
or change throughout the book, 
something that I feel is a vital 
element to the realistic quality 
to the book. I rate this book 4.5 
out of 5 Eagles.  

Sadly, you will not be 
able to see Margo and Q grace 
the ‘big screen.’ After sell-
ing his screenplay to Mandate 
Pictures and Mr. Mudd, Green 
announced that it was unlikely 
that it would be a film due to 
contrasting views on “what 
makes a good movie.”

In a way that only John 
Green can, humor is perfectly 
intertwined with truths.

“And all at once I knew 
how Margo Roth Spiegelman 
felt when she wasn’t being Mar-
go Roth Spiegelman: she felt 
empty… Margo was not a mir-
acle. She was not an adventure. 
She was not a fine and precious 
thing. She was a girl,” says Q.  

Photo courtesy of www www.goodreads.com

Worst Reviewed Movies of 2013 (So Far)

Photos Courtesy of... imdb.com imdb.com zekefilm.org trailers.apple.com imdb.com
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Photo courtesy of mtv.tv

Photo courtesy of collider.org

Photo courtesy of empirella.com
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� e jumps from a page to the big screen!
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Dauntless, the fearless; Eru-
dite, the intelligent; Candor, the 
honest; Abnegation, the selfl ess; 
Amity the peace makers. Which 
one are you?

 Veronica Roth is the author 
of the Divergent series. Starting 
her career by writing a variety 
of vignettes Roth’s big debut 
was with dazzling novel called 
Divergent Book #1. Published 
by HarperCollins on February 
28,2012, this book sky rocketed 
up with the best of them. This 

book is often compared to the 
famous series of The Hunger 
Games and The City of Ashes. 
Divergent book #1  is a great 
read.

In this phenomenal futuristic 
fi ction novel, the main char-
acter, Tris, goes on a journey 
from the Abnegation faction to 
another. All the while she holds 
a secret, a burden she cannot 
even begin to understand.  Once 
she chooses her new faction the 
initiation commences.  Going 
through a variety of tests Tris 
fi nds it harder to keep her secret. 

Climbing, jumping, and running 
through the compound of her 
new faction she forms alliances 
with her fellow initiates and 
some of the established mem-
bers.  As if she does not have 
enough to worry about, Tris gets 
herself involved romantically 
with one of her instructors. This 
book is all about her struggle to 
juggle incitation, her secret, and 
her new love interest all while 
trying hard to swallow the guilt 
of leaving her family in her old 
faction. Caught in her own world 
Tris cannot even fathom what is 

coming next. Everything is about 
to be turned upside down by 
those around her.

A solid 8.5-9 on a scale of 
1-10, this book kept the pages 
turning. Taking only a day to 
read the 500 pages I found it 
hard to put the book down. As a 
reader hoping for Tris’ success 
was uncontrollable.  Excited to 
see Tris land every jump and hit 
every target made the book come 
alive. I would recommend this 
book to anyone who is interested 
in being captivated by a fascina-
tion story. 

By Anneliese Segarra ‘14
EE Staff Writer

 If you’re a fan of 
thriller science fi ction mov-
ies, then Gravity is the perfect 
fi t for you. Gravity, starring 
Sandra Bullock and George 
Clooney, tells a compelling 
story of two astronauts, Dr. 
Ryan Stone and Matt Kowal-
ski, in their desperate attempt 
to return to Earth after a failed 
Space Shuttle Mission. This 
PG-13 movie is a suspenseful 
thriller that will keep you on 
the edge of your seat through-
out the whole movie, with its 
breathtaking visuals of Earth 
from space and its simple yet 
gripping plot.
 Gravity’s plot isn’t too 
complex- it’s main focus is the 
journey of two astronauts to 
space to complete a mission. 
While these astronauts are 
tethered to their spacecraft, ex-
ecuting their mission, tragedy 
strikes, and the tether breaks, 
leaving the astronauts fl oating 
in outer space. The movie’s 
two stars are, believe it or not, 
the only actors present through-
out the entirety of the movie. 

However, don’t be fooled by the 
simplicity of this movie. It is 
guaranteed to keep you captivat-
ed and on the edge of your seats. 
 If you plan on watch-
ing Gravity, you 
should most 
defi nitely try 
to see it in 3D, 
as it creates the 
already incred-
ibly poignant 
visuals of space 
in the movie 
even more strik-
ing. Only a few 
minutes into the 
movie a grand 
view of Earth 
from space 
is showcased 
which instantly 
draws movie-
goers in. The 
cinematography 
is quite breath-
taking as well. 
In contrast to most 
movies produced by Hollywood 
exhibiting scenes from vari-
ous perspectives using multiple 
cameras, the majority of Gravity 
is fi lmed with one superb single 
continuous shot for each scene of 
the movie, thus keeping cinema-

Gravity Makes a Smash Hit
tography simple. This continuous 
shot spins and moves along with 
the characters as they do in the 
movie as well, creating a poten-
tially nauseating effect, espe-

cially should 
one see it in 
3D. Despite 
that, the 
continuous 
movement 
makes for 
an excellent, 
unique take 
on cinema-
tography 
different 
from other 
movies, and 
is most defi -
nitely one 
of the most 
captivating 
attributes of 
Gravity. 

Of course, 
not all movies are 
perfect, and just like 

many other critically acclaimed 
movies, some people fi nd fl aws 
in them. Gravity is no exception, 
and some people have criticized 
the validity of some features in 
the movie. The most notable cri-

tique comes from astrophysicist 
Neil Tyson, who has nitpicked 
several elements in the movie 
he claimed were inaccurate or 
unreasonable. One example of 
this is when Clooney’s character, 
Astronaut Kowalski, explains to 
Bullock’s character Ryan Stone, 
about hypoxia (a deprivation of 
oxygen) despite Bullock’s char-
acter being a doctor. Although 
details like this may lead some to 
question the authenticity of the 
movie, do not be deterred out of 
watching the movie because of it; 
they are more or less small fl aws 
in the movie rather than detri-
mental mistakes bound to lower 
the credibility of the movie.
 While there have been 
people who only found this mov-
ie to be quite ordinary, the aver-
age thrill seeking person should 
fi nd this movie to be more than 
satisfactory. Its fl awless effects 
and widely known actors led it to 
being a major box offi ce success, 
with an outstanding $175 million 
merely 10 days after its release. 
If you haven’t had the opportu-
nity to see it yet, defi nitely go to 
the movies soon and see Gravity! 

Photo courtesy of imdb.com
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