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After a two-week pro-
test and months of lobbying, 
the student-run THS Mascot 
Committee convinced Principal 
Marc Guarino and all the House 
Principals to back the request to 
rid the school of its worn white 
eagle mascot. School admin-
istration pressed the Board of 
Education for ratification and  
starting in Fall 2014, the bull, 
as in Trumbull, will charge its 
way into all school events and 
activities.“We’ve fi nally got a 
hold on an iconic branding for 
this school,” said Guarino. “It’s 
simply memorable.”

Interim Athletic Director 
Michael Herbst couldn’t agree 
more. “As our website says, 
‘winning will always be kept in 
the proper perspective at Trum-
bull High School,’ and the new 
bull will rev the competitiveness 
in all of us.” Herbst along with 
Athletic Trainer Dan Searles 
sees the new Bull teams driving 
wins in football, baseball and 
track. “It’s what we’ve been 
waiting for,” said Searles.

And the overhaul doesn’t 
stop there. Student newspaper 
The Eagle’s Eye will now be 
known as The Bull’s-eye. “This 
just makes good sense,” said Co-
Editor-in-Chief Kevin Pacelli. 
“As the main news source on 
campus, we hit the target every 
time.” Newspaper Advisor Dean 
Pelligra explained the fi rst edi-
tion of the new school year will 
herald the change with its new 
masthead and logo.

The Eagle gracing the 
entrance of the newly renovated 
entrance will be replaced with 
the new bull mascot. The Thes-
pian Society will be working to 
design a new school mascot cos-
tume. “The gold and black has 
to go though,” said Art teacher 
Anthony Fattibene.  “We’re 
thinking brown and gold, more 
like what a Scottish Highland 
bull look like. A beautiful wooly 
creature.” Fattibene has already 
begun working with student 
teams and other art teachers to 
develop the new logo for the 
bull.

The Golden Eagle Grill 
in the cafeteria will soon be 
dubbed The Golden Bull Grill 

and will be completely meat-free 
in reverence to bulls and all its 
bovine-kind. New delicious soy 
and plant-based entrees will be 
featured throughout the year. As 
an example, a new Grab and Go 
sandwich choice will be grilled 
tempeh burgers with slices of 
fresh tomatoes stuffed inside 
gluten free buns.

The Media Center will 
construct a 12-foot high Bull 
Room that students can use for 
group work and study sessions. 
There will be dimmable lights, a 
SMART Board, iPads and music 
system inside the area which 
can accommodate up to eight 
students and be reserved with up 
to 24 hours notice.

Trumbull High School was 
founded in 1961 and was housed 
in the Madison Middle School 
on Madison Avenue. Ten years 
later, it was moved to Strobel Rd. 
“Fifty-three years is a long time 
for this eagle to keep fl apping,” 
lamented Guarino. “It’s time for 
his last fl ight and that is out of 
here.”

Get ready for the fall. The 
bull will be charging.   

 Journa Lizum ‘33
BE News Reporter

Bring on the Bull: THS Sets the Eagle Free
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Working in the food busi-
ness is tougher than it looks, and 
requires you to become an actor/
actress with your emotions. My 
work in a deli/eatery for the past 
two years has given me many 
learning experiences, but has also 
shown me just how rude people 
can be. The saying “You aren’t 
yourself when you are hungry” 
is probably the truest saying that 
relates to my job. Ask any of your 
friends who work as waiters or 
waitresses and see if they can 
attest to it. And I can guarantee 
that they will support me 100%.

My day starts out slicing 
meat and cheese for the entire 
two hours before we open for the 
day. Teeth gritted as my right arm 
goes numb from the constant back 
and forth motion, I never have to 
worry about lifting weights at the 
gym or doing push-ups to get the 
perfect tank top arms. I have the 
joys of slicing rare roast beef and 

prosciutto to thank for my killer 
biceps. As I ignore the fact that I 
still have to slice 15 more pack-
ages of cheese for the sandwich 
maker, my mind wanders to the 
fact that two new girls will be 
starting today, and I shudder at the 
thought that later on, I am going 
to have to train them in the art of 
making a perfect panini. 

As my co-worker fi nishes 
up making the salads, I speed 
race to fi nish slicing the cheeses 
without chopping off my fi ngers. 
Gosh, that has got to be one of 
my favorite jobs at work! Being 
gifted man biceps while slicing an 
entire turkey, three chickens, one 
ten pound roast beef, corn beef, an 
entire ham, prosciutto, and eight 
different six pound cheeses, all the 
while having my already stubby 
fi ngers grazing by the spinning, 
open blade. Oh yes, favorite skill 
that I have. Gotta live life on the 
edge, right? 

Or maybe it is just the nar-
cissism that comes out as custom-
ers order and take selfi es of them-

selves as they stand in line, and 
think that we don’t notice them 
take SnapChats of us as we make 
their meal. Or the quiet customers 
that come in just to take Instagram 
pictures of our colorful salad cases 
and then walk out without buying 
anything. Yeah, sorry, you were 
greatly judged. 

Standing behind the coun-
ter, with an Oscar worthy smile 
pasted on my face, I run through 
the same peppy speech for each 
customer, “Hi, I can help the next 
customer in line! How are you?!” 
I usually only get a once over and 
then a “Gimme this...Gimme that” 
response. Hmm…..Ok, it’s not 
like I am worthy of your manners 
anyway. No worries, I understand.   

On the phone, everyone 
takes their sweet time to order. 
Trying to understand dialects and 
mumbling and stuttering is a skill 
that I have learned from taking 
phone orders. Oh, and fi guring 
out what someone wants when it 
sounds like they are in the middle 
of a windstorm. It happens, I 

swear. 
Fielding three customers 

at the same time, my mood goes 
from annoyed straight to moody. 
But ignoring the bitterness that 
is growing with the ridiculous 
questions and expectations that 
customers and the new girls have 
of me, I bury the negative emotions 
and keep the smiles. It’s all for the 
tips, I remind myself. All for the 
tips. Oh oops, forgot. No one tips 
anymore when they go to a deli or 
eatery. I understand, it’s so much 
easier to swipe that customized 
platinum edition credit card and 
dig out the handful of pennies from 
the bottom of your purse to make it 
look like you are being kind. Don’t 
worry, I love ending my day with a 
bowl full of dingy pennies. 

I beg you to take into consid-
eration my story. So next time you 
order out at a deli/eatery, please 
give us some respect. Please don’t 
tell us one order and then order 
something completely different at 
the register to make it look like it 
was our fault that you didn’t get 

the right foods. Please don’t come 
in with a ten sandwich order fi ve 
minutes before we close. Please 
don’t come in just to make your 
social network profi le look cool. 
Please don’t ask for extra crackers 
to go with your soup. Please don’t 
get mad at us when your bill is over 
one hundred dollars because you 
did not realize how much food you 
actually bought.

 And please don’t grab a 
handful of mints and stuff them in 
your purse thinking that we did not 
notice. Please treat us with respect, 
because working in the restaurant 
business requires much more than 
“just” serving your food.        
forgot. No one tips anymore when 
they go to a deli or eatery. I under-
stand, it’s so much easier to swipe 
that customized platinum edition 
credit card and dig out the handful 
of pennies from the bottom of your 
purse to make it look like you are 
being kind. Don’t worry, I love 
ending my day with a bowl full of 
dingy pennies. 

Carmen San Diego ‘33
BE Map Editor

Career Commentary: Struggles of the Service Industry

Photo courtesy of the Wikipedia Commons.
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Mr. Sevilla Fills “No Name” with flowers
Chilly Gonzales ‘∞
EE Pie-Eating-Champion

“Don’t step on the flowers!” shouts Mr. Sevilla as passerbys try to go past his 
bonquet outside M-Wing. Photo courtesy of Eberneezer Scrooge.

 Early in March, College 
Board announced major changes 
to the format of the SAT that will 
involve the elimination of the writ-
ing, reading, and math sections of 
the test. Students will enter their 
designated classrooms, provide 
their personal information by fill-
ing in a bunch of bubbles, and, as 
formally written by the Board, “get 
the heck out.”
 The original proposal 
was only to remove the writing 
portion of the SAT, but upon 
further consideration, the Board 
decided that the rest of the test was 
also unnecessary.
  “Students come in to 
testing on Saturday mornings with 
trembling legs and outright fear 

on their faces, and while we all 
had a lot of fun watching this at 
first, we decided maybe it’s just a 
little too mean,” said one College 
Board representative. “As much as 
we love the idea of students being 
judged based on their results from 
a single Saturday morning test, 
we’re starting to realize that maybe 
this isn’t the right way to go about 
assessing them.”
 The reforms came due to 
an onslaught of complaints from 
students who used words such as 
“awful,” “sickening,” and “rude” 
to describe the current format of 
the test. One such student gave a 
more detailed account of his expe-
riences with the SAT.
 “I screamed, I cried, and 
I even laughed at the extent of my 
own misery,” said the student, a 
junior who would like to remain 

anonymous. “I’m just glad that 
College Board has come to its 
senses and decided to bag the 
whole thing.”
 The changes to the testing 
process will likely change the col-
lege admissions process as well, as 
schools will have one less resource 
by which to judge applicants. 
Experts believe that in place of 
SAT scores, hopeful students will 
be reviewed based on a series of 
phone and email interviews that 
will allow colleges to, as one re-
searcher predicts, “actually get to 
know them as PEOPLE, for crying 
out loud.”
 College Board will con-
tinue to review their policies and 
procedures in the coming weeks, 
with changes to the ACT format 
expected to follow.

@therealk ‘14
BE Prime Minister

SAT to bag reading, writing, math

 If you’ve ever passed Mr. 
Sevilla’s classroom on the way to 
class, you may have been surprised 
with a shout from the side: “Don’t 
Step on the Flowers!” 
 Now the beloved Spanish 
teacher is taking it to a completely 
new level by actually planting flowers 
outside his door.
 The goal? To create a gar-
den that counteracts the putrid smells 
in the hallways.

 “After the pipe break 
occurred I realized how big of an 
impact smells can have on the stu-
dent body and I wanted to make the 
entire school smell nice. Starting in 
April, the halls will be lined with my 
favorite bonquets,” said Mr. Sevilla.
 Students have had mixed 
reactions to this announcement, as 
expected. 
 One student exlaims, “ I 
love the new idea. It will certainly 
make the school look nicer too. I 
miss having the murals on the walls, 
and this will make a nice touch.”
 Another senior dissented “ 
I have watch out for freshmen walk-

ing on the wrong side of the hallway, 
and now I have to watch out for 
FLOWERS too? UGH, what’s next, 
putting 8 water fountains in a row?”
 “The flowers have always 
been there,” Sevilla continues. “The 
flowers represent hope. Everyone 
needs to find a bit of it in their lives, 
and especially make sure they don’t 
step on them.”
 Either way, depending on 
how Mr. Sevilla’s experiment turns 
out, it may soon be expanded to 
include the rest of the school. So as 
the phrase goes, next time you walk 
down M-Wing, “Watch out for the 
flowers!”

Photo courtesty of CollegeBoard.com

“Hopeful students will be reviewed based on a 
series of phone and email interviews that will 
allow colleges to “actually get to know them 
as PEOPLE, for crying out loud.”
- Standardized Test Researcher
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Mock Trial Team Makes History
Jack Zhang ‘14
EE Co-Editor-in-Chief

Trumbull’s Mock Trial team won the 
state championships on Feb. 26th at 
the CT Supreme Court. The winning 
team advances to Madison, Wisconsin, 
after defeating a school from Weston, 
Connecticut, claiming their state  
Champion title. Photo courtesty of 
Michael Gangnath.

On any given day, in the 
depths of  lower C hall, pairs of attor-
neys and wittnesses will be practicing 
direct and cross examinations, staying 
late in the afternoon for more than 
two hours after the late buses have 
left in order to hammer out a winning 
case. 

This year the Mock Trial 
team has made history in both the 
preliminary and fi nal rounds of the 
competition. 

Trumbull kicked it off in the 
beginning rounds by advancing all 
three teams from the regional round 
in Waterbury for the fi rst time in their 
history, winning all six consecutive 
trials in the process.

However, they did not stop 
there - after all 3 teams advanced 
from the competition in Waterbury, 

No Day But Today:
 Thespians leave lasting impression on community

For the THS Thespians, say-
ing that the road to performing 
Rent was a long one would be a 
vast understatement. Faced with 
controversy and pressed for time, 
it was clear that putting on this 
production was going to be quite 
an undertaking. In the end, though, 
the cast and crew together managed 
to put on a show that was nothing 
short of spectacular.

Written by Jonathan Larson, 
Rent focuses on the struggles that 
a group of friends face over the 
course of a year in New York City. 
Centering on the issues of poverty, 
drug abuse, and the AIDS virus, the 
musical opens its audiences’ eyes to 
a life that many people do not even 
know about, let alone live through.

Even before the cast came 
out onto the stage, audiences were 
transported back to New York City 

at the end of the millennium by the 
set itself. Designed by senior Beena 
Jacob, the stage was prepared to 
appear exactly as one would expect 
the city to look at the time.

“The inspiration from this set 
truly came from images of alphabet 
city circa 1989,” says Jacob. “With 
this set, it was all about collabora-
tion, paying attention to detail 
(considering that it would be looked 
at the entire show) and carrying out 
the theme of ‘trashy perfecto.’”

The transportation to the 
1980s setting is complete when the 
cast enters. The story opens as Mark 
Cohen (played by senior Michael 
Ell) begins fi lming a documentary 
that will trace the events of the next 
365 days. The opening number, 
titled “Rent”, sets the tone for the 
adversity faced by nearly every 
character in the play. The viewer 
quickly sees that life in this Alpha-
bet City of New York is not an easy 
one to live.

It becomes evident from 

early on that several of the char-
acters in the show are burdened by 
the AIDS virus. One such charac-
ter, the weathered musician Roger 
Davis (sophomore Zac Gottschall), 
is faced not only with his health 
condition but also with inner con-
fl ict as a new love interest named 
Mimi Marquez (Ava Gallo) comes 
into his life.

“Roger is a very complex 
guy,” says Gottschall when asked 
to describe his character. “He 
struggles between his love for Mimi 
and his fear of losing another lover 
while at the same time is trying to 
write one great song to leave behind 
before he dies.”

Roger is not the only one who 
struggles emotionally throughout 
the course of the play. Faced with 
adversity in the form of fi nancial 
obstacles, tragedy, and lost love, 
these close-knit friends develops as 
characters through diffi cult times as 
the story progresses.

Kevin Pacelli ‘14
EE Co-Editor-in-Chief

they set their sights on the quarter 
fi nals held in Trumbull.

With two more teams advanc-
ing from there, the Mock Trial 
team had offi cially acomplished 
what many other schools have only 
dreamed of: two teams representing 
Trumbull in the semi fi nals.

There, the CT Bar association 
made an executive decision: two 
Trumbull teams would have to face 
off, ensuring that only one team 
would be able to make it to State 
semifi nals.

According to team member 
Jackson Laboa, “It was an intense 
few weeks and you could feel the ten-
sion in the air. The prosecution had to 
face off against our defense team.”

After one team, nicknamed 
“Team Tyler”, won the hard-fought 
battle, both sides returned in a col-
laborative effort to try and help their 
teammates win at the at the state 
level.

The Mock Trial team wasn’t 
satisifi ed until it went up in the fi nal 
round of the State competition and 

claimed victory against Weston, CT, 
making this the second year in a row 
the Mock Trial team has acomplished 
this feat. 

This year the case consisted of 
a train crash that resulted in the death 
of Harry Gilmore, a 17-year-old 
boy. The winning team successfully 
argued both the sides of the Prosecu-
tion and Defense and will be moving 
on to the national competition in 
Madison, Wisconsin.

Mr. August, last year’s Teacher 
of the Year, said, “I can’t emphasize 
how unbelievable the kids were. They 
really gave their 110%.”

One student, Gabby Buttress, 
won the award for the “Best  Mock 
Trial member” in the state.

(Continued on page 11)

Brittany Kubicko ‘15
EE Managing Editor

Photos courtesy of Madison Thompson. Continued on page 7
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Editorial
           by Kaelyn Mostafa ‘14

As course selection season 
winds down, students have been 
left with mixed feelings about their 
schedules for next year. While some 
underclassmen selected their courses 
in a matter of minutes, other students 
agonized over their decisions. This 
especially holds true for juniors who 
were hard-pressed to choose their 
academics in the midst of such an 
extensive array of classes. 

The discrepancy in the degree of 
difficulty for devising schedules most 
likely stems from the large imbalance 
of courses offered for upperclassmen 
and underclassmen. 

“The upperclassmen have many 
more options and so little time to 
actually fit in these courses,” said 
junior Lahari Kota. “Underclassmen 
should have the courses available so 
that they won’t feel overwhelmed by 
a myriad of courses they can’t fit into 
their schedule.”

English is a key example of this 
disproportion. Underclassmen have 
just three English classes available to 
them. Yet, once students advance to 
their senior year, they have a stagger-
ing eighteen courses to choose from, 
ranging from Honors Mythology to 
Women’s Literature. 

“A lot of the classes that run 
today are classes that at one time 
were junior and senior electives,” 
stated English Department Chair 
Mrs. Spillane. “That changed maybe 
ten [or] twelve years ago and we 
went to the full year junior course of 
American literature.”

According to Mrs. Spillane, 
these mixed classes negatively im-
pacted juniors. In the spring when 
graduation neared, seniors were not 
as committed to their classes and 
were absent for special events. Ad-
ditionally, THS had to restructure its 
curriculum to provide students with 
the mandated American literature 
course. 

This led to the current arrange-
ment of English classes in which 
seniors are exposed to the most 
courses. In total, there are four 
Writing courses, thirteen Literature 

courses, and one Viewing/Writing 
course. 

“The thinking behind the elec-
tive courses for seniors was that by 
the time students get to a certain 
point, they benefit from and should 
have the opportunity to sort of choose 
a course of study,” commented Mrs. 
Spillane. “So, after they’ve had two 
foundational years in ninth and tenth 
grade of learning skills and practicing 
with different kinds of writing, then 

they can start to make choices about 
what they’re going to study.”

 Although English is by far the 
subject area with the greatest assort-
ment, Social Studies and Science 
also contribute to this imbalance of 
courses according to grade level. 
While some underclassmen may 
view it as un-
fair that their 
schedules are 
so confining, 
they need to 
realize the 
factors that dictate their schedules. 

First of all, there are specific 
graduation requirements at THS. 
This includes earning three to four 
credits per subject, along with obtain-
ing a minimum of 22 credits overall. 
Students are also expected to pass 
standardized testing. A significant 
portion of underclassmen classes is 
devoted to preparing students for 
these CAPT or the new SBAC tests. 

There are state mandates as 
well, such as taking three years of 
physical education. Once upperclass-
men have satisfied these regulations, 

their schedules become less restric-
tive and more flexible.  

“It’s important to have the free-
dom when you’re a junior or a senior 
to make those choices as opposed to 
when you’re a sophomore or a fresh-
man…because there’s a lot more that 
you’re going to be involved in,” stated 
C House Guidance Counselor Mr. 
Broccolo. “And you need to have that 
ability to move around and figure out 
what it is you need to do.”

Yet, this freedom might be con-
sidered stressful to upperclassmen 
and lead to indecisiveness. Many 
seniors are considering doubling up 
on classes in order to obtain the best 
academic experience. This means that 
a senior may be enrolled in two differ-
ent classes for the same subject area. 

 
No t  to 
mention, 
students 
need to 
evaluate 

which courses colleges are specifi-
cally looking for on transcripts. This 
issue has launched a debate par-
ticularly in senior science electives. 
Universities generally like to see that 
a student is enrolled in a Physics class 
during their senior year. However, 
other classes are offered that may be 
more appealing, including Environ-
mental Science, Marine Science, and 
Anatomy and Physiology.  

“I am very overwhelmed with all 
the options, especially with science,” 
said junior Emily Sarnecky. “I am 
taking Honors Anatomy and Physiol-

Alison Kuznitz ‘15
EE Opinions Editor

ogy, but I know I should probably take 
Physics. There aren’t enough periods 
in the day to take everything I want.”

Underclassmen are well aware of 
the fact that their schedules can end up 
being jam-packed as their high school 
careers come to a close. Taking this 
into consideration, they find it frustrat-
ing that their academic options are so 
limited, especially if they are on track 
in fulfilling graduation requirements. 

They have expressed that at least 
more academic based electives should 
be incorporated into the Program 
of Studies book. This would allow 
underclassmen to maximize on all 
classes and not be shut out of certain 
classes later on.

“I know that I’m definitely do-
ing something with either kids, or 
communications and translating, so 
there’s no courses at the school that 
offer that,” commented sophomore 
Denise Hallstrom. 

The addition of more focused 
electives could be extremely benefi-
cial to underclassmen. Unlike Hall-
strom who already has a potential ca-
reer path, other underclassmen could 
discover new interests and talents. 

“Even for freshmen it would be a 
good time to start learning about what 
you want to do,” stated sophomore 
Mary DiMartino. “And if you take a 
class here and you realize you have 
absolutely no interest, it would be an 
earlier time to realize that, instead of 
finding out when you’re a senior in 
high school.”

Unfortunately, it is not possible 
right now to even consider providing 
more classes at THS and resolving the 
imbalance of classes. This reality is 
due to budget cuts and lack of staffing.

For the time being, it appears that 
the structure of upperclassmen and 
underclassmen schedules will not be 
undergoing any dramatic alterations. 
However, these concerns raised by 
students are viable and should not be 
taken lightly. In the future, these issues 
need to be better addressed in order 
to accommodate students’ growing 
needs for a modern-day education.

 

According to the Trumbull Pub-
lic Schools Board of Education 
Policy Manual, the Attendance 
Policy has been in effect at Trum-
bull High School since 1988. 
The policy stands to enforce the 
importance of a student’s regular 
presence in class by threatening 
potential truants with loss of class 
credit as well as legal action. 

Though many would agree that 
students who attend class daily 
typically receive better grades 
and keep up more efficiently 
with their school work, recent 
revisions made to the Attendance 
Policy have many students out-
raged.

As of last year, the Board of 
Education has placed numbers on 
the amount of absences a student 
is allowed before loss of credit 
and legal action is implemented. 
A student is allowed 20 absences 
for a full year course and 11 ab-
sences for a half year course. Out 
of the 180 school days in a year, 
this translates into missing 8% of 
the school year. 

Another excerpt from the Trum-
bull Public Schools Board of 
Education Policy Manual states 
that “the Board of Education 
strongly believes that family 
vacations should not take place 
while school is in session.” 

Though it may not be overtly 
educational for a family to take  
a trip to the Caribbean to enjoy 
a week on the beach, there are 
plenty of trips a family can take-
during the year that could have 
countless educational benefits 
for students.

THS is an educational facil-
ity with the purpose of releasing 
well-rounded and intelligent 
individuals into the world after 
four years, and education exists 
beyond the classroom. Visiting 
a foreign country to learn about 
its rich culture and dive into its 
history is clearly an educational 
endeavor that should not be pe-
nalized. 

The regulation itself is under-
standable; a student’s absences 
should not be excused if he/she 
takes a non-educational family 
vacation or if he/she misses a 
significant amount of the school 
year. 

However, if a student takes a trip 
to culturally educate themselves 
during one of the allowed recesses 
throughout the year and the trip 
spills over into the school week 
by a few days, this should not 
be counted towards a student’s 
absences. Moreover, the policy 
fails to distinguish the differing 
severities between truants and 
motivated students  with extenu-
ating circumstances.

Th policy should be reformed 
because its restrictions are not 
concrete determinants of truancy. 
That being said, the Board of 
Education should personalize 
the Attendance Policy to con-
sider students’ various reasons 
for absence.

The Eagle’s Eye is the official student-run publication of Trumbull High 
School.  The views expressed in the commentary are the opinion of the 
majority of the editors.  All other opinions are solely those of the authors 
and do not represent the views of The Eagle’s Eye.

As journalists, the members of The Eagle’s Eye staff are committed to 
upholding the core of our code of ethics: objectivity, integrity, and truth.

Letters Policy: This paper is an outlet for the student voice.  We would love 
to hear your thoughts and opinions about the paper or articles published.  
If you wish to write a letter to an editor, it must be signed and  addressed 
to Mr. Pelligra in the Literacy Center.
The Eagle’s Eye reserves the right to edit all letters published.
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Uncovering the Logic Behind Class Scheduling

“The upperclassmen have many 
more options and so little time to 

actually fit in these courses” 
- Lahari Kota. 

Photo courtesy of Brittany Kubicko.
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of disciplines for test takers to ex-
plore, as well as easier vocabulary 
that the typical high school student 
would understand. The math sec-
tion will have sections that would 
prepare you for a college math 
course, including algebra, geom-
etry and trigonometry. 
 The biggest change how-
ever, comes nine years after the 
essay was fi rst introduced to the 
SATs. When the essay was intro-
duced, the point-scale changed 
from 1600 to 2400, but now that 
the essay is optional the point scale 
will go back to 1600.
Since these changes will take ef-
fect in 2016, the class of 2017 will 
be the fi rst class to experience the 
new test. Therefore, students like 
junior Brittany Kuznitz are not 
worried about these changes. 
 “I’m not too concerned 
about the changes to the SATs 
because I have already received 
the scores I wanted” says Kuznitz.
 Junior Christina Lane 
mentions how these changes will 
help make the test better. Says 
Lane, “There have been many 
fl aws with the SATs in general and 
it seems that the new SATs will fi x 
this.”
 Other students, like Julia 
Sirkin, say that they wish that this 
test were implemented now. Says 
the THS junior, “I just wish that 
we could have taken the new SAT 
test because I feel like it’s going to 
be a lot more applicable to real life 

and actually help to prepare them 
for college and jobs”. 
 Even with these changes, 
the SAT still is the most contro-
versial standardized test around, 
saying that it helps predict future 
performance in college and for 
later life. However, this is not 
true, as most colleges briefl y look 
at scores in conjunction with high 
school grades, extra curricular 
activities, and personal essays. 
According to the New York Times 
Magazine, students with good 
grades in high school actually are 

 “Why rush us to take a 
test when no student is prepared and 
the teachers don’t know anything 
about it?” questioned junior Kalisse 
Eldridge. 
 Additionally, concerns have 
been raised about how SBAC will 
impact the overall learning environ-
ment. On a normal school day, THS 
begins bright and early at 7:25 a.m. 
On SBAC days, though, the fi rst pe-
riod bell rang at 10:30. This means the 
school day was  drastically shortened, 
and teachers had to cram to fi t their 
lessons into one class period. 
 Simply put, “The SBAC 
test detracts from our learning,” com-
mented junior Julia Provenzano. 

Alison Kuznitz ‘15
EE Senior Opinions Editor

New Changes to America’s Favorite Test

Students’ Backlash Against Compulsion (SBAC)

Brittany Kubicko ‘15
EE Managing Editor

 On the fi rst day of SBAC, 
April 3, 2014, Principal Marc Gua-
rino called for an emergency meeting 
with members of student council, the 
NHS, and class representatives. On 
that day only approximately 46 stu-
dents had shown up for the test, less 
than 10% of the Class of 2015. The 
goal of the meeting was to fi nd a so-
lution to the low participation rates, 
which could lead to consequences as 
mandated by the state.
 However, ultimately, it was 
decided that the SBAC testing would 
be postponed until further notice.
 SBAC (Smarter Balanced 
Assessment Consortium) testing has 
sparked quite a controversy amongst 
juniors, parents, and teachers across 
Connecticut. If one even mentions 
SBAC in the hallways of THS nowa-
days, it is practically a guarantee that 
a passionate debate will ensue. 
 Juniors are being told to 
take this series of tests in the upcom-
ing weeks. While its overall structure 
is similar to the CAPT testing they 
took as sophomores, the prompts and 
questions are far more rigorous. For 
example, as opposed to the Writing 
Across the Disciplines test on CAPT 
in which students wrote an essay by 

synthesizing only two documents, 
SBAC will require students to look 
at numerous sources.These may 
include videos, audio clips, and 
complex readings. 
 Juniors are infuriated about 
SBAC considering the fact that they 
already fulfi lled a mandatory gradu-
ation requirement by completing 
CAPT. Not to mention, SBAC is 
merely a fi eld test this year, thereby 
making the scores 
purely experimen-
tal. The fact that 
these scores will 
not affect a student 
whatsoever has 
only added fuel to 
the growing fi re. 
 “Most of 
my own contempt 
with regards to the 
SBAC stems from 
the fact that it is kept 
in the dark,” said ju-
nior Emma Thorn-
ton. “All I’ve heard 
of the SBAC is by 
underground rumors from students 
and teachers. Last year, the school 
clearly knew about SBAC. However, 
we as students were neglected the 
right to know about it ourselves...
It’s not fair that the students (and 
even the teachers) have not received 
information.”

 The dispute is also based 
on the idea that junior year is argu-
ably the most important year of high 
school. What with the SAT’s, ACT’s, 
college searching, AP exams and 
more, these students simply cannot 
handle unnecessary stress induced 
by more testing. 
 “I understand that parents 
are upset because students have a lot 
of things they are trying to balance,” 

stated Principal Guarino. “Those 
are all very legitimate concerns that 
cannot be discredited. I defi nitely 
understand those.”
 In the midst of this chaos, 
juniors have explored the options of 
not taking SBAC altogether. Some 
juniors have submitted opt-out letters 

to Curriculum Director Linda Paslov.
Meanwhile, other students expressed 
refused to come to school during the 
testing periods. 
 According to Principal 
Guarino, there are only two worst-
case scenarios possible for an indi-
vidual who do not take the tests: “A 
student is marked absent or the stu-
dent left the test blank. Those are the 
only two options we have, so depend-

ing on what happens 
on those days, this 
school will document 
student performance 
accordingly.”
 Essentially, the 
attendance policy is 
not applicable to ab-
sences incurred dur-
ing SBAC testing pe-
riods. Students may 
be relieved to hear 
that Principal Gua-
rino does not intend 
to use disciplinary 
action due to a lack 
of participation.

 “I do not want to make 
SBAC or anything that happens here 
punitive,” he went on to say. “I think 
that sets a very negative tone.”
 Although some of these 
rumors have fi nally been set straight, 
this does not mean the negative senti-
ments from juniors will subside. 

Center:SBAC will render scantrons 
obsolete considering the test will be 
administered on laptops, desktops, 
iPads, and other technological devices. 
Photo courtesy  of straightline.com.

 Attention Trumbull High 
students: the SATs are changing, 
and it looks like these changes are 
going to be huge for your future. 
 Currently the test con-
sists of a 3 hour and 45 minute 
period where one takes a ten-
section test, consisting of critical 
reading sections that consist of 
arbitrary vocabulary and passage 
reading questions, math sections 
that contain everything you’ve 
learned in your math classes, and 
writing sections that have edit-
ing/revising questions and a 25 
minute essay. For every question 
right a student gets one point, for 
every question wrong a quarter of 
a point is deducted, and for every 
question blank the student re-
ceives no points. All those points 
add up to score on a 2400-point 
scale, where 2400 is the highest 
score that one can receive. 
 These new changes, 
which take effect in the spring of 
2016, get rid of the essay (calling 
it optional) and will contain two 
sections: evidence-based read-
ing and writing and math. The 
evidence-based reading section 
will contain, according to the New 
York Times Magazine, passages 
such as the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the Constitution 
that will include a broader range 

successful in college, even if they 
had not so great SAT scores.
 In addition, it seems as 
if the SAT is not fair to students. 
Most call the SAT an opportunity 
test, where those who have the 
money to afford fancy tutors and 
prep classes tend to do better on 
the test to those who are unable 
to. It is not fair that students who 
aren’t able to have all this prep 
get lower scores, preventing them 
from attending the college of their 
dreams. The SATs should not 
defi ne a student’s future perfor-

mance; money and opportunities to 
beat the test get into the way, and 
the College Board and colleges do 
not recognize this.
 The SAT in general is not 
a fair way to access a student’s 
future performance, but with these 
new changes it seems that the test 
will be easier for students to take, 
ensuring better scores. We have to 
wait until 2016 to see this new test; 
only time will tell if the test will be 
effective for the next generation of 
high school students to come. 

The New York Times Magazine, which featured an article about SAT changes in their March 9, 2014 issue, 
talks about how the SAT is hated by everybody and the changes to the test. Photo courtesy of  nytimes.com.
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News Briefs 
Coins for Change The Key 

Club raised over $800 from its 3 
week campaign drive  entitled “Pen-
nies for Patients” to raise money for 
the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

DECA triumphs at states 
On Wednesday February 26th, 36 
members of the THS Honors Market-
ing program competed in the Aqua 
Turf Club with over 1400 student 
representatives from the state’s vari-
ous high schools with topics such as 
business operations, business man-
agement, entrepreneurship, finance, 
hospitality, human resources, and 
business administration.

Members who placed top in 
their section will be moving on to 
the National competition in Atlanta, 
Georgia in May.

Qualifying members include  
Beena Jacob, Prithvi Mahest, Brit-
tany Kubicko, Hannah Lillicraf, 
Kristine Nickson, Aleksandra Pirog, 
Julianne Becker, Morgan Fried, 
Jacquelyn Sheehan, Justin Lynch, 
Matthew Kapell.

We the People: The We the 
People team will be travelling to 
Washington D.C. to compete in the 
national competition starting on the 
25th. Congratulations to the accepted 
members of We the People Class of 
2015 and good luck at Nationals

Poetry Slam will be holding 
its annual contest for participation of 
students of all ages in May. Submit 
your poems on thspoetry.com to 
participate.

Sporting a Debate? The 
Debate team squared off against 
St. Joe’s as part of Trumbull’s first 
“One Town, One Book” cam-
paign.  During the debate, they 
discussed the question “Do U.S. 
High Schools Emphasize Sports 
to the Detriment of Academics?” 

Judged by nationally ranked 

Yale debate team members, 
the team composed of Michael 
Kenler, Ben Hazen, Aravind 
Sureshababu, and Michael Gris-
cuk, successfuly trumped St. Joes 
in a 2-1vote by judges.

The Red Cross Club held 
its annual blood drive to support 
patients in need on Friday, April 
11th in the auxillary gym. Stu-
dents aged 17 and 18 registered 
to donate to the cause. 

2014 Senior Prom: The 
Class of 2014 Senior Prom will 
take place at the Matrix in Dan-
bury CT and will take place on 
May 30th. Tickets will go on sale 
the Monday after April Break.

TMUNI2014  will be held 
this year for new and returning 
members on May 17th. This 
year the most number of schools 
signed up in the program’s his-
tory, with over 100 students.

No more Februrary break?
Woah, hold up. Did someone just 

say that February break is officially 
gone and been replaced with a three day 
weekend? This change was based off a 
recent Connecticut proposal to imple-
ment a better working system that has 
worked in other cities across the country.

Alexa Bragg, THS senior that has 
worked with the Board of Ed stated, 
“Well, I do think for at least next year 
the calendar should stay the same with 
a February break as it has done so in 
the past but as the state is moving to a 
regional calendar, the Board of Educa-
tion we don’t have a choice anymore.” 

Most students are on a busy sched-
ule keeping up with friends, keeping 
school grades up, and staying active. 
These multiple weekends will help with 
time flexibility of students.

“I think that there are positives and 
negatives. The negatives are people not 
being able to go on vacation and not 
having a long enough break if there is not 

a lot of snow days. the positives would 
be that teachers would be able to stay 
on schedules for AP Exams and such 
and we would get out of school earlier. 
I know that the snow days have really 
put us behind in our classes and if we 
had a three-day weekend it still would 
be enough time to relax.” Bragg added.

Although, the idea of getting 
enough sleep, and hanging out with 
friends over February break is just a 
marvelous idea. Did we ever actually 
need the break?

“I think that for at least this year 
with the snow days so abundant we 
really didn’t need a February break but 
that is not always the case with other 
years.” Bragg said.

The purpose of the shift would be 
so that snow day cancellations could be 
done with more ease without disrupt-
ing the entire schedule. Currently the 
schedule requires taking the missed day 
out of the last day of break, which could 
be disruptive and has a relatively low 
attendance rate.

Kunal Jhaveri, the student repre-

sentative to the BOE, stated, “I have 
talked to many students and teachers 
(about the changing the February break 
into a three or four day long weekend) 
and the overwhelming opinion I revive 

from my constituents are to keep the 
break.”

“I feel that due to recent weather 
patterns including a large amount of 
snow causing many closings, a lot of 
administrators feel that the break is 
not needed. It is important to note that 
the Calendar Committee has kept the 

Larissa Mark, president of the 
THeSpian’s club, received the DLDF 
Defender Award from the Dramatists 
Guild for her efforts to bring RENT: 
School Edition to the THS stage. All 
of her well spoken efforts paid off, 
from news interviews to petitions to 
Board of Education meetings. Mark 
was also the creator of the facebook 
group, “Trumbull 
For RENT”, that re-
ceived over 7,600 
likes. To honor her 
commitment and 
poise, the Drama-
tist’s Guild, a pres-
tigious organization, 
created this special 
new award  just for 
Mark.

M a r k  w a s 
shocked when she 
found out. “At first, 
I didn’t realize it’d 
never been given. 
And I was scroll-
ing through my 
email at 12:30 and I 
screamed. I was so honored. When I 
found out I was the first one, I was in 
disbelief. I couldn’t believe that what 
we had done in Trumbull had reached 
so far.” 

The ceremony was held February 
24th in New York. Mark said, ‘“It felt 
like a dream. I couldn’t believe I was 
actually there, and in the room with so 
many amazing people who had done 
such amazing things...When you’re 
standing next to Stephen Schwartz 
and he’s saying how he loves what 
you did, you don’t know what to say. 
One of my favorite parts was this guy 
John Guare, who was receiving the 
Lifetime Achievement Award. He was 
at the same table as me, and whenever 
anybody got up, he’d try to tell me what 

Trillium Yearbook made 
history when they received news 
they top honors in the Columbia 
Scholastic Press Association and 
the National Scholastic Press As-
sociation for their  book “We Make 
It Work.”  

At Colombia, the judges gave 
Trumbull a total of 960 out of 1000 
points, placing upon Trumbull the 
“Gold Medal” distinction.

In the NSPA “We Make It 
Work” earned “All American Hon-
ors” with exemplary distinctions in 
all five categories of coverage, con-
tent, design, writing, and photogra-
phy, the first time that a Trumbull 
yearbook has earned this honor. 

The students and staff from 
this year have been extremely 
proud of this accomplishment. 

According to benevolent sec-
tion leader Margaret Wingo, “Cre-
ating on the book last year was such 
a great experience. I remember be-
ing so happy when I read the posts 
Mr. Miller posted on our Facebook 
group telling us about these awards 
and congratulating us on all of our 
hard work.”

Their new book, “Here Us 
Now” will be going on sale until 
April 20th, where only extra copies 
will be available afterwards.

FBLA The Future Business 
Leaders of America competed on 
Saturday March 31, 2014. Award 
winners include Matthew Kapell, 
Jacob Howes, Jeanette Marini, 
Aravind Sureshababu, and Anush 
Sureshbabu.

they did, but it was stuff I already knew, 
so Bobby and Kristen Lopez went up, 
and they were introducing someone, 
and he just reaches over the table and 
goes, “They wrote Frozen! Do you 
know Frozen?” He was so cute.”’

 Of course, many students were 
involved in bringing RENT to life on 
the THS stage. Yet few could claim the 
complete dedication and passion Mark 
exemplified, or the amount of work and 
time. She said the ceremony height-

ened the whole 
exper ience . 
“It gave me so 
much more of 
an appreciation 
for theater. See-
ing these people 
who have truly 
dedicated their 
lives to making 
scripts and mak-
ing something 
that has mean-
ing to them… 
it gives you a 
greater appre-
ciation for the 
writers them-
selves.” 

When asked who she found most 
inspiring, she said, “I love John Guare 
because in his speech he talked about 
how he has been a writer since the age 
of eleven, and he really pursued his 
passion which is what I think everyone 
really wants to do, something that they 
love.”

The prestigious attendees included 
Terrence McNally (Ragtime), who 
went to Columbia, where Mark is 
headed in the fall; Stephen Schwartz 
(Wicked, Godspell, Children of Eden, 
Pippin, Prince of Egypt, Hunchback of 
Notre Dame, Pocahontas); and Bobby 
and Kristen Lopez (Book of Mormon, 
Avenue Q, Frozen), who are now 
friends with Mark on Facebook.

Congratulations, Larissa!

Student Honored with 
First-ever Dramatist Award
Rachel Tropp ‘16
EE Entertainment Editor

February break in next year’s district 
calendar. However, there is uncertainty 
after the point because the State wants all 
school districts to have a similar regional 
calendar and many districts are moving 

away from February break.” 
Jhaveri considered.

Jhaveri is against the idea 
of February break being dis-
posed. “In my personal opinion, 
I strongly feel that the break 
should be retained. I feel that this 
movement to cancel the break is 
also partly reactionary. I disagree 
with this point of view.”

“The gap between the Holi-
day break and the Spring break is 
simply too long and would serve 
everyone for the better of it was 

retained.” Jhaveri considered.
Mr. Guarino, THS principal, felt 

the opposite. “I can see it from two 
perspectives. I think it’s good (to get 
rid of February break) because of all 
the amount of days lost from the snow. 
I want consistency of a structure for 
students. The downside of getting rid 

Lia Horyzun ‘16
EE News Editor

Senior Larissa Mark. Photo courtesy 
of Sydney Sheehan

of February break is that it’s flu season. 
This week gives everyone a chance to 
get better and charge our batteries.” 

“ Having continuity of structure 
is really important because it’s like the 
friday when we came back from break. 
Students and teachers alike did not like 
coming in and it was tough. Also stu-
dents can get out earlier and move onto 
summer.” Mr. Guarino added.

Currently the BOE is discarding 
the February break. However it is un-
certain what would happen on the state 
level. If the state attempts to regionalize 
the calendar, programs such as aquacul-
ture and agriscience could be affected. 
However, some important questions 
remain to be asked. 

Would students actually get work 
done and socialize? Would teachers 
utilize the weekend to prepare benefi-
cial classes? Does the sound of having 
longer weekends sound more appealing 
or is February break an event that should 
stick around longer? 

Photo courtesy of lhsprospect.com
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Keerthi Yalamanchili ‘17
EE Asst. News Editor

THS Model Congress Shines in the Spotlight

Above: Trumbull High School Model Congress representatives and advisor Ms. Boland at the Library of Model Congress.  
Photo Courtesy of Katie Boland. From left to right: Nicholas Marchenko, Isha Dalal, Taylor Berlin, Bridget Weston, 
Aravind Sureshbabu, Anush Sureshbabu, Jacob Fried, Cristina Catana and Advisor Ms. Katie Boland.

March 1st was filled with 
heated debates, Senate and House 
hearings and battles over proposed 
bills as the newly initiated Trumbull 
chapter of Model Congress traveled 
to Columbia University’s annual 
conference for the first time.  

This brand new club, led by 
Ms. Katie Boland, has already 
gained an honorable name for itself. 
Trumbull representatives went into 
the intimidating conference knowing 
little to nothing about Congress and 
its procedures, but ended up on top 
with a outstanding five awards and 
their pride glowing brighter than 
ever.

In Model Congress students 
are separated into comittees where 
they follow parliamentary procedure 
and create, present, and debate 
bills ranging from the Keystone 
Pipeline to National Security. 
Afterwards, if a bill from one of 
the commitees is successful it gets 
presented to the entire Congress, 
where representatives vote whether 
or not to adopt the bill.

According to Ms. Boland, the 
goal of founding the program was 
to engage people passionate about 

government and prepare students 
for the We the People program their 
senior year.

 “With program such as Model 
Congress, students can still become 
civically engaged and be active in 
their government,” said Ms. Boland.

A major difference between 
MUN and MCON is that in Model 
Congress representatives can take 
on their own positions and craft their 
own bills as they were able to at the 
Columbia conference. The team 
plans to go on to a longer overnight 
conference at Yale next year in 
December.

Recipients of the awards 
included:

Isha Dalal ‘17 - Honorable 
Mention for her work in Homeland 
Security as well as an Honorable 
Mention for the full house session.

Nicholas Marchenko ‘17 -  
Award of Excellence for his work 
in the House Selection Committee 
of Ethics.

Taylor Berlin ‘16 - Honorable 
Mention for her work in the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Relations.

Aravind Sureshbabu ‘16 -  
Award of Excellence for his work in 
the House Committee of Commerce, 
Science and Technology.

Stacked Debate Team Compete as Champions
Jack Zhang‘14

The Debate team competes on March 22nd at the Wilton State championships Photo Courtesy of Mrs. Hope Spalla.

“You have one hour to prepare, 
go!” The debate team shuffled 
their notes, reviewed their given 
documents, and began to 
prepare an argument. The 
team, split  up in pairs 
had to debate the topic: 
“Should Russia try back 
its former colonies?”
The only difference was 
the panel of judges threw 
a twist in the whole ordeal: 
the debate team members 
must only debate as if they 
were Russian citizens. 
This meant points like 
“National  Sovreignty” 
were moot.
According to debate team 
member Aravind Suresh-
babu, “It  was difficult 
to argue on the negative 
side, without sounding 
anti-nationalistic. Despite 
this we did very well. The 
competition at states was 
at a new level and a great 
new exerience.
The debate team worked hard 
to  get to this spot. Competing 
States members had to win 2 
3-0 competitions (where they 
win all 3 rounds) at 2 different 
competitions or win a trophy.
During the debate tournament, 
they start by debating the posi-
tive or negative side of the 
topic, then switch, and the last 
round consistts of them debat-
ing one of those again, with 
greater preparation, by the flip 
of a coin. 

Among some of the reognition 
includes Michael Grischuk who 
earned the 5th best speaker in 
the state, Aravind Sureshbabu 

who earned 8th best speaker in 
the state, Emma Thornon, Ben 
Hazen, and Michael Kenler all 
won 2 out of their 3 matches at 
their state competition. 
“This year the debate team 
was primarily composed of re-
ally strong underclassmen. We 
haven’t said that many repre-
sentatives to States [or any at 
all] in the past several year’s in 
debate’s team’s history.”

This year consists of only one 
member in the Varsity division 
- Grischuk, the rest participating 
in the novice division. 

Thornton adds, “ I started debate 
this year because my friends 
got me to go to a meeting and 
thought I would like it. The 
meetings were actualyl really 
fun and on interesting topics. 
I love debate because it allows 
you find your opinion and keep 
a cool exterior against the op-
ponent.”
When asked about the best 
part of the debate, Thornton 

responds “It’s definitely when 
they call your name when you’re 
at the podium and all things 
magically down in one sentence 

that dooms your opponent’s 
argument and thing ‘How did I 
do that?’
According to Grischuk, “The 
debate team is awesome club 
that’s often overlooked over 
organizations like Mock Trial 
and BICEN, however debate 
team is much more fast paced 
and slightly less preparation-
intensive, than either of those  
since most of the preparation 

Visit 
www.thseagleseye.com 

for a chance to win 
tickets to see  

The Band Perry!!
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 As the fourth quarter 
of the school year rolls around, 
midterms are done, college ac-
ceptances are in, and seniors are 
done with school.
  After three grueling 
years of high school, standard-
ized testing, SAT’s, ACT’s, and 
college applications seniors often 
become infected with the 
classic case of Senioritis. 
Senioritis can be classified 
as a term used to describe 
the decreased motivation 
towards studies displayed 
by students who are nearing the 
end of their high school careers.
     Teachers begin to witness 
the senior students becoming 
infected with the symptoms of 
senioritis as early as October. 
Symptoms of senioritis often in-
clude laziness, sloppy dress, lack 
of studying, repeated absences, 
failure to hand in assignments, 
lower test/quiz grades, and a 
generally dismissive attitude. 
 These indicators often 
result from students being worn 
out and tired of the repeated 
process.
  The main concern for 
teachers who teach seniors is 
how this attitude affects the other 
students in the classroom. This 
disease is highly contagious and 

lacks a cure. Once senioritis 
infects about 25% of the class, 
the rest of the students soon fall 
victim.
  “Senioritis settled in for 
me early. Once I committed to 
UPenn for baseball and signed 
the papers, I checked out of high 
school,” says senior Jake Levison.
 The week following 
winter break is often the time the 
disease claims the most students. 

It is at this point where seniors 
have often received an acceptance 
to college and feel secure in their 
future, therefore justifying the 
senioritis.
 “My teachers have 
said they noticed a consider-
able change in work ethic since 
after Christmas break as seniors 
stopped doing homework and 
cared much less about their 
grades. I personally have begun 
to try less and quite frankly it 
feels pretty good,” says senior 
Rachel Carron.
 Many people question 
whether or not senioritis is a 
right of passage or a justification 
for seniors’ laziness. Most seniors 
feel they have earned their right 
to take a small break and focus 
on other activities that interest 

SENIORITIS... has 
it hit you yet?

The World Wide Web of Friends
Since back in the days of 

MySpace, everyone has always 
heeded caution towards mak-
ing friends on the Internet and 
on social media sites. 

We’ve all been to as-
semblies in school in which 
an adult comes in and talks 
about how they thought they 
were becoming friends with a 
20 year old girl named Brittany 
from New York when it was 
really Mark, a 50 year old man 
from New Jersey. 

But despite all of the 
negativity given towards mak-
ing friends online, I personally 
believe that there is a positive 
side if you go about it the right 
way.

Many people have found 
their best friends in the “fan 
world” of Twitter and Tumblr. 

Trumbull High senior Krissy 
Szabo met her best friend, 
Iman, through Tumblr. This is  
a blogging website where one 
can post pictures of things they 
like or pictures that relate to 
their life. 

“I had posted some-
thing that was like ‘follow 
me on Twitter and I’ll fol-
low you back’ and she fol-
lowed me because of that,” 
Szabo remarks.“We ended up 
retweeting each other a lot and 
that’s what sort of started the 
friendship.”

People also have to be 
cautious of potential “catfish” 
online. “Catfishing” is a term 
that comes from the show Cat-
fish on MTV.  

 According to urban-
dictionary.com, a catfish is 
“a person who pretends to be 
someone they’re not using 
Facebook or other social media 

to create false identities.” 
That is the most common 

fear in making friends on the 
Internet.

 “I used to get a little 
bit scared because people 
always used to joke around 
telling me, “Oh she’s totally 
catfishing you!’ but I never 
believed them,” added Szabo.

After talking on Twit-
ter for a few months, the two 
exchanged Snapchat usernames 
as the true test of a fraud. 
Snapchat is an app in which 
one “snaps” a picture or video 
of themselves and sends it to 
friends . The image lasts for up 
to ten seconds until it disap-
pears.

As soon as Iman snap-
chatted Szabo back and she saw 
the same face that was in her 
picture on Twitter, she knew 
that Iman was indeed who she 
said she was. Krissy and Iman 

Rebecca Buck ‘14
EE Staff Writer  

Casey Walsh ‘14
EE Staff Writer

them while they are still young 
enough to do so.
 “Ever since the New 
Year, I have done less homework 
and studied less in order to do 
more fun activities that I won’t 
always have the chance to do. I 
plan to go away for college and 
want the chance to hangout with 
friends and play sports as much 
as I can while I still can,” de-
scribes senior Paige Reynolds of 

Fairfield Ludlowe High School.
     Whether or not people 
think senioritis is acceptable, 
the disease continues to affect 
seniors each day until gradu-
ation. Some experience these 

symptoms more severely than 
others while it barely affects some 
at all. Nevertheless each senior 
finds themselves with a hint of 
senioritis at some point.   
Are you infected yet?

have been friends for two 
years and met for the first 
time on January 18th.

The fan world of 
Twitter has aided in the 
creation of many friend-
ships that are arguably 
stronger than  in-school 
friendships. Millions of 
girls all over the world 
come together because they 
are a fan of the same thing: 
One Direction. Although 
it may seem bizarre to 
some people that five boys 
can connect girls from all 
around the world and build 
unbreakable friendships, it 
happens every day.   
 But as always, one 
needs to be careful at first 
with their online friends. 
Talk to them for a while 
and really get to know the 
person. There’s nothing 
wrong with this, but don’t 

Photo courtesy of www.graphicsfuel.com.

Procrastination. We have all 
experienced it to some degree. 
Telling yourself you will study for 
your history test after you check 
your Facebook news feed will 
ultimately end badly.  Although 
this can’t be stopped overnight, 
here are some tips to manage 
your time better.

1) Use your assignment pad or a 
planner.

Having an organized planner 
with current assignments will 
help tremendously in setting 
a study schedule. If all of your 
projects are in one place, you can 
easily refer back to it without 
stressing about what you have to 
complete for the next day. If you 
have a specific itinerary, you will 
feel motivated to stick to it daily.

2) Study in intervals and reward 
yourself with small breaks.

This tip helps in relieving the 
overwhelming feeling that 
comes with a large amount of 
homework. Set a predetermined 
time to accomplish one or two 
assignments. When you finish, 
take a short 5 to 10 minute break 
to check Twitter or watch a video 
on YouTube. This will refresh you 

Push back the 
urge to push back
Martha Hegley ‘16
EE Staff Writer  

for your next undertaking and 
will prompt you to follow your 
agenda.

3) Have a designated place for 
homework.

Choose a desk or a table specifi-
cally for your studies. This should 
be an area where there are no 
TVs, phones, or other distrac-
tions around. By setting aside this 
corner, you can concentrate more 
easily.

4) Break large assignments into 
smaller tasks.

The first day you receive a large 
project or essay, create a plan to 
do a small amount every night. 
This will remove the hassle and 
stress that occurs when complet-
ing a large obligation all at once.  
By breaking the task up, you will 
feel pleased come the evening 
beforehand.

These steps will help you to stay 
on track while studying and help 
you to avoid procrastination. 

“Once senioritis infects about 
25% of the class, the rest of the 
students soon fall victim.”

Photo courtesy of www.collegetransitio-
ninitiative.com

give out too much personal 
information right away. 

Online friends are always 
painted in such a negative 
light, yet it may be time to let 
the the positive side show as 
well. 

Photo courtesy of boldandfierce.
com.
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Girls Ice Hockey: The St.Joes and 
Trumbull High co-op team made 
history by advancing to the play-
offs in its second year in existence. 
They had an overall record of 13-7 
and a 7-7 record in FCIACs. This 
year Coach Paula Dady was an-
nounced as FCIAC coach of the year.

Boys Basketball improved their record 
by 6 wins  during the regular season 
compared to last year. A buzzer beater 
against St. Joesephs provided one of 
the most thrilling games of the season.

Varisty Cheerleading  won the 
BEST competition at Danbury High 
school. “It was our teams best per-
formance. We placed first in the all 
girl medium varsity division and I 
was estatic when we earned the high-
est score out of all the teams at the 
competition,” said Megan Diamond.

Color Guard and Winter Per-
cussion: The THS A Guard and 
World Guard both took first place 
at Musical Arts Conference cham-
pionships on Saturday, March 29th. 
The World Guard headed to Day-
ton, Ohio, to compete in the na-
tional WGI Championships, where 

News Briefs Raising the Bar:
Student Record Breakers

 

 Senior Linda McAuley, 
a member of the girls’ gymnastic 
team, set school records with a 
vault score of 9.85, the balance 
beam with a 9.50, and the floor 
excercise with a 9.55, and in the 
all-around with a score of 37.85. 
McAuley was the first Eagle in 
7 years to qualifty for the New 
England competition where she 
competed in vault, beam, and 
floor. As a result of her acom-
plishments she became the  CT 
Post Player of the week and Blue 
Streak Player of the week.
 Katie Foley set  the 
school record in both the state 
open, with a 42.17 in the 300m 
event, and at the New England 
competition, with a 1:35.99 in the 

600m event. As a result, she was 
recognized as a standout FCIAC 
winter athlete.
  “I first set those records 
my junior year and coming into 
senior year it was my goal to 
break those records again so I 
worked harder than I ever have 
before and was pushed by my 
coaches at every practice,” said 
Foley. “At the end of the season 
I knew I was ready to break them 
so I gave it all I had and left it 
all on the track. Breaking those 
records made all of that hard work 
worth it.”
 In wrestling, Kevin Ce-
cio won the quickest pins award 
for the clas LL tournament with 
4 pins total in a cumulative time 
of 9 minutes and 31 seconds.
 Andrew Marino be-
came the State Open wrestling 
champion at the 220 lb weight 
class after defeating a previously 

unbeaten opponent. He finished 
5th in New England and achieved 
CT Post athlete of the week, Blue 
Streak player of the week, and his 
100th win this season.
 Senior swimmer Miles 
Buroker set a new record in the 
100M breaststroke with the time 
of 1:00.68. “Last year I almost got 
the record, so this year it was my 
major goal. While I spent a lot of 
time in the water improving my 
other events, I began to do a lot 
more breaststroke at practice as 
we approached championships,” 
said Buroker. “Ultimately I had a 
great race and a best time by over 
a second.”
 Varistiy basketball play-
er Eddie McElroy tied a school 
record for most three pointers in 
a game (7) against Trinity High 
School, helping Trumbull earn 
their second win over the school 
in 23 years.

Jack Zhang’14
EE Co-Editor in Chief

For 38 ½ years there has been 
one constant at Trumbull High 
School. Whether he was teaching 
or being the Athletic Director, 
Mr. Herbst was always there with 
the best intentions of making 
Trumbull High bet-
ter. One Thursday 
afternoon in Febru-
ary I had the honor 
to sit down for a 
while and talk to 
him about what his 
career at Trumbull 
High has been like.

Chris: What was 
your experience 
working at Trum-
bull High?

Mr. Hersbt: Best 
time of my life.

Chris: Any spe-
cific moments that 
have really stood out to you?

Mr. Herbst: No, the whole 
38 ½ years have been fantastic. 
No one moment was better than 
the rest. Everyday was a great 
memory. Whether I taught science 
or I taught Phys Ed, or came in as 
Athletic Director everyday was 
different and was good.

Chris: Got any exciting plans 
after retirement?

Mr. Herbst: Not at all. I just 
live 3 miles down the road and 
I’ll work on my house. I’ve got 

Saying Goodbye to 
Mr. Herbst

a lot of projects outside that I 
never had time to get since I was 
always here.

Chris: Sounds great. Where do 
you see the future of Trumbull 
High athletics going?

Mr. Herbst: A lot of people say 
I’m nuts, which I probably am, but 
I see in the future athletics being 

done away with at a high school 
level. I see it being like Europe, 
where you have a town team and 
you play for the town. Because 
of the cost prohibitive factors 
involved, it will eventually lead 
to that.

Chris: Do you think that’s better 
or would you say it is best the way 
it is now?

Mr. Herbst: The high school 
experience is the high school 
experience. You can’t replicate it. 
Athletics is a large part: over half, 

Christopher Rzasa’14
EE Sports Editor

about 52.8% of students, partici-
pate. It affects a lot of people here.

Chris: Then you’ve got to figure 
a lot of students are going to miss 
out on that experience.

Mr. Herbst: Oh yeah, a lot less 
involvement. There won’t be a 
Freshman or JV team. You’ll have 
a varsity level and that’s it. You’d 

have to be really good as 
a freshman to get on any 
team. I really hate to see 
that but that’s the way of 
a future.

Chris: What originally 
brought you here to Trum-
bull High?

Mr. Herbst: I had 3 
great mentors growing up. 
I had an elementary Phys 
Ed teacher, named Jim 
Lynch, middle school Phys 
Ed teacher Lou Anchar, 
and Tom Crom in High 
School. All three people 
inspired me to be a coach 

and teacher.
Chris: Good to hear you’ve 

been inspired by great people! 
Now me personally, I am a huge 
Ultimate Frisbee fan and I know 
there are some here at Trumbull 
High. Do you think there’s pos-
sibility for an Ultimate Team at 
Trumbull High?

Mr. Herbst: If there’s other 
schools interested and if there’s 
enough teams in the state inter-
ested. There has to be a certain 
number to have the sport for it to 
be recognized as a sport.

they placed 10th in their class.
Trumbull Winter Percussion took sec-
ond place at Musical Arts Conference 
championships on Saturday, March 
5th, and placed 11th in their class 
at WGI Championships in Dayton.

Boys Wrestling advanced six team 
members to the State Open for Class 
LL  wrestlers. “It was a good day 
with six wrestlers advancing to the 
State Open,” Coach Filippakis said. 
“It wasn’t perfect for us, but there are 
a lot of great wrestlers in Class LL.”

Football: The CIAC Football Comit-
tee announced changes to the post sea-
son format for the 2014 season. Teams 
will now be divided into four divisions 
prior to the season based on enrollment. 
The top eight teams based on points 
will qualify for the post-season where 
they will be divided into brackets.

Boys Swimming sent eight athletes to 
compete at the State Open Champion-
ships and proceeded to break the 400 
meter freestyle relay record by .6 sec-
onds, with a team consisting of  Cap-
tain Samuel Carley, Alexander Igna-
tove, Joshua Pavel and Miles Buroker.

What’s Going on at THS?

Mr Herbst will be retiring this year. Photo Courtesy of the CT Post.

The Trumbull High School 
Girls Gymnastics team capped a 
15-0 regular season by earning 
the 2014 FCIAC Championship 
team title at Westhill’s J. Walter 
Kennedy Athletic Complex.

In order to prepare the team 
practiced three times per week.
This year they 
were able to 
p r a c t i c e  a t 
Next Genera-
tion Gymnas-
t ics ,  a l low-
ing them to 
step up their 
competi t ion 
a notch.

G y m n a s t  
Tara Oliver 
c o m m e n t s , 
“Trumbull gym-
nastics has come 
such a long way since my fresh-
man year. Winning FCIACs this 
year was our goal since the first 
day of practice this season. We 
went into the meet undefeated 
and were extremely confident.”

It was the first time the gym-
nastics team triumphed with 
first place at FCIACs since their 
sweep eight years ago. Not only 
did they finish first at FCIACs, 
(133.950 points to edge out 

Fairfield Ludlowe), but they 
qualified for State Opens, beat-
ing 26 other gymnastics teams in 
the process.

“We’re so excited to win this 
title. The girls worked so hard 
all year,” said Trumbull head 
coach Celina Huber. “Going 
undefeated, the girls bonded 
together and made this happen.”

What was the secret to this 
year’s gymnastics success? 

“Balance is key,” said  first 
year team member and senior 
Linda McAuley with a smile. 
“We need to maintain a balance 
between our mental and phsical 
strength. We condition to get 
physially strong, but mental 
strength comes from drive and 
gaining confidence through 
consistency.”

Girls Gymnasts Take #1 Spot 
at FCIACs
Jack Zhang ‘14
EE Co-Editor-in-Chief

The Gymnastics team posing with their new shirts at the Winter Sports 
Banquet. Photo Courtesy of Ralph Deluca.
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 Powerpuff Girls are made 
up of a combination of a special 
“Chemical X”: sugar, spice, and 
everything nice. 

 Powderpuff girls are made 
up of brains, brawn, and determina-
tion. They all have different make 
ups, but yield the same end result: a 
mean, lean, fighting machine. With 
both teams filled with enthusiastic 
players, the flag football game was 
bound to be exciting. 

 Junior Kendall Szuli-
mowski, a spectator, states, “I love 
seeing all the wipe outs! This isn’t 
your average gym class.”

 With the original Powder-
puff game being cancelled in the 
fall due to inclimate weather, the 
event had to be rescheduled to the 
springtime. There was a wide range 
of reactions due to this change.

  Maddie Dehm, a senior, 
said, “I really didn’t like Powder-
puff being moved from the fall to 
the spring. We were all so pumped 

up about the game before and the 
excitement just was not replicable 
the second time around.” 

 Nevertheless, other stu-
dents were still excited about the 
Powderpuff game. 

  “Having powderpuff in the 
spring is great because it really felt 
like a kickoff for spring athletics and 
events, like prom and the senior class 
trip. Spring doesn’t have anything 
like homecoming to bring everyone 
together; friendly competition like 
the powderpuff game was perfect to 
reestablish that camaraderie amongst 
seniors after a long winter,” states 
senior Caroline Drenkard. 

 Despite the change, the 
senior girls were still prepared to bust 
a move on the field.

 At the end of the cold and 
rainy game the black team stood on 
the gridiron victorious with the final 
score of 4-3. The black team had 
two touchdowns from Lauren Hyde 
and two from Rebecca Buck. On the 
gold team, Katie Foley scored two 
touchdowns and Jamie Appelberg 
scored one. 

 Senior Jamie Appelberg, 
gold team quarterback, explained, 

“Although my team lost I had an 
amazing time and it was really cool 
to see everyone getting into it.” 

 The seniors agreed that it 
was a great way to bring the class 
together before prom and graduation.

  “It was such a great part of 
my senior year. It was so much fun 
just all the girls coming together and 
getting competitive,” commented 
senior Maggie Parisi, a wide receiver 
for the black team.

 The girls battled to the end 
and although one team prevailed, 
everyone had a great time. Rachel 
Carron, member of the black team 
stated, “I was just there to have some 
fun and tackle some of my friends. 
One play I actually caught the ball 
when it bounced out of my teammate 
Maggie Parisi’s hands and sprinted 
for a touchdown... Too bad I was 
blind and ran out of bounds.”  

 Powder Puff was a fun 
experience for some friendly compe-
tition and its a great way to end the 
senior year. Who is going to get the 
win next year?

Benjamin Vu ‘16
EE Staff Writer

Senior Powderpuff Packs a Punch

It’s that time of year again: 
that month-and-a-half between 
the Super Bowl and Opening 
Day. Sports fans around this 
time crave some drama, and they 
look no further than the NCAA 
tournament, otherwise known as 
March Madness.

For those with limited sports 
knowledge, March Madness is the 
annual NCAA Division I Men’s 
Basketball Tournament. 68 teams 
from across the country compete 
in the tournament’s infamous do- 
or-die format.

Teams are split into four regions 
across the country (West, Midwest, 
East, and South), with each region 
consisting of 16 teams. Each team 
is then given a seed based on their 
strength from one to 16, with the 
format being that the one seeds 
play the 16 seeds, the two seeds 
play the 15 seeds, and so on.

The David vs. Goliath matchups 
between high and low seeds lead to 
instant classics and upsets, a term 
used for when the lower seed beats 
the higher seed.

The first two days of the 
tournament are the most fun to 
watch and also the most dramatic 
because viewers get to see these 
upsets happen. Every year a 
little no-name school rises to the 
occasion and beats a historical 
powerhouse.

This happened last  year 
when tiny Florida Gulf Coast 
University, arguably the most 
exciting Cinderella team in 
NCAA Tournament history, beat 

powerhouses Georgetown and San 
Diego State to become the first 
team with a 15 seed to make it to 
the Sweet Sixteen (Oh yeah, each 
round of the tournament has catchy 
alliteration to it that relates to the 
number of teams left standing. They 
are the Sweet Sixteen, Elite Eight, 
and Final Four).

This year was no different. 14 
seed Mercer was able to handle the 
test against three seed Duke, busting 
the brackets of sports fans across 
the nation.

The 2014 tournament was 
certainly a good one. Many strong 
teams faced lesser-known but 
equally as strong teams. Bryce 
Cotton, for example, led his red-
hot Providence Friars against the 
legendary North Carolina Tar Heels 
in the first round, resulting in a close 
finish that saw the Heels on top. 
Another team that shocked people 
across the nation was the Dayton 
Flyers, who managed to take down 
six seed Ohio State, three seed 
Syracuse, and ten seed Stanford 
before losing to one seed Florida in 
the Elite Eight.

The team on upset alert to start 
the tournament was  the undefeated 
Wichita State Shockers. Despite 
their 34-0 record, they had played 
some of the weakest teams in the 
country, with only two wins against 
BPI top 50 teams and only one win 
against a top 25 team. They lost 
in the second round to eight seed 
Kentucky.

Perhaps the most interesting story 
of the tournament, however, was 
the fact that the final consisted of 
seven seed UConn and eight seed 
Kentucky, the highest combined 
seed in a final in NCAA Tournament 
history. While both teams had been 

ranked as Top 25 teams prior to the 
start of the a season, neither had 
been able to earn one of the top 
seeds in the tournament, and their 
runs to the championship game will 
be remembered for years to come.

In the end, it was UConn that 
came out on top with a 60-54 
victory. Senior point guard Shabazz 
Napier was able to take command 
of his squad the way he had all 
season, scoring 22 points for the 
Huskies. In a tournament full of 
close finishes, shocking upsets, and 
acrobatic highlights, the UConn 
Huskies were once again able to 
shock the world.with an improbable 
run to the title, eventually winning 
both the Men’s and Women’s 
Championships.

Tommy Switzgable ‘15
EE Staff Writer

Alyssa Breunig ‘16
EE Sports Editor

Top:Katherine Larkin (right) races pastt Mealanie Gorton (left) in order to try 
and score. Bottom Right: Christie Costello prepares to throw the ball off to the 
receiver on the other side of the field. 
Photos courtesy of Michael Gangnath.

Kevin Pacelli ‘14
EE Co-Editor-in-Chief

Top: The Mercer Bears celebrate after their underdog victory over the Duke Blue Devils in the first round. 
Photo courtesy of nydailynews.com

Bottom: First-year UConn head coach Kevin Ollie  cuts the net after winning the championship. Photo 
courtesy of jacksonville.com

Beware the Ides of March: 2014 NCAA Tournament thrills 
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 Family. Friendship. Be-
longing. Passion. These were just 
some of the dedications that the 
senior class of 2014 made as they  
performed their last songs together 
for the whole school to wittness 
their musical feats
 Seniors from all across 
Trumbull High sang, danced, and 
performed on Friday, March 7th,  at 
the Senior Showcase. It was a night 
to commemorate the talent, dedica-
tion, and hard work of all those in 
band, chorus, and orchestra. 
 Different students braved 
a large audience in the new THS 
auditorium as they performed and 
displayed the diverse range of talent 
that Trumbull High has to offer.
 Taylor Puzzio, who com-
posed some of her own songs for 
the showcase, stated, “When on-
stage I just felt at peace. I wrote the 
song about a year ago and dedicated 
it to someone special in my current 
relationship. I was glad that senior 
showcase gave me a way to express 
myself through music.”
            There were twenty eight 
different acts in the Senior Show-
case. Some of the songs performed 
included “Why Georgia,” “The 
Gambler” “All of Me,” “Lucky,” 
and many more. There was also 
a trombone solo, dancing-singing 

routine, and a number by the THS 
marching band. 
 Daniela Elizando, a 
first time specatactor, remarks, “I 
thought that everyone there was 
amazing because we walk around in 
the hallways completely unaware of 
the talent these people have. It was 
definitely a place where people let 
their guard down and people could 
just appreciate the talent.”
 To finish the night off, a 
small band composed of members 
of all different sections of the 
marching band performed “Hope,” 
a nod to the band’s first show to-
gether their freshmen year.
 Veronica Dykes, a senior 
who attended the show, recalls, 
“This year’s senior showcase was 
incredible. I was  especially amazed 
at hearing my friend Maria Damien 
sing ‘I Dreamed a Dream’ for the 
first time. She literally blew me 
away with all her talent.”  
 Senior Caroline Neubau-
rer agrees. However, she adds that 
next year it might be appropriate 
to allow students outside the music 
program to audition and perform. 
After all, there are many untapped 
talented musicians out there. 
 Regardless, the 2014 
Senior Showcase was an event 
to remember. All the spectacular 
seniors were able to display to 
friends, peers, teachers, and their 
parents just how much talent there 
is at THS. 

Jack Zhang ‘14
EE Co-Editor-in-Chief

Top: Accompanied by pianist Daniel Satter (left) seniors Maxwell Wu, Michael 
Ell, and William Sun perform “Homeward Bound” after explaining hat Trumbull 
will always have a special place in their hearts. Bottom Left: Taylor Puzzio debuts 
a song she has composed herslef “If Only You Were Here Tonight.” Bottom Right: 
Decked in red and black, Rakshana Selvarajen, Emily Ruchalski, Casey Walsh, 
and Hailey Pekera kick off the night with the song “Holy Ground” by Taylor Swift. 
Photos courtesy of Matt Bracksieck and Zaineb Haroon

Senior Showcase Simply Spectacular

Perhaps it is this close bond 
between the characters that the 
THS Thespians can connect with 
most. They, too, have formed strong 
connections with 
each other along 
t h e  j o u r n e y 
to putting this 
production on the 
Trumbull High 
School stage.

S e v e r a l 
members of the 
cast and crew 
have stated that this 
particular group is 
closer than other 
ones that they 
have been a part 
of. Senior Larissa 
Mark, who was 
instrumental in 
keeping the production alive during 
the controversial period of debate, 
says that several factors contributed 
to the strength of the group.

“This cast was a lot smaller 
than ones we’ve had in the past, 
but it allowed us to be a lot closer,” 
says Mark. “We also had the drive to 
show we earned this show.”

For Mark and many of the 
other cast and crew members, 
putting on this performance was 
particularly special because it 

was a culmination of their efforts, 
before and after production had 
begun. Their work was paid off 
with high levels of praise from 
the Trumbull community, but 
perhaps the best praise of all 
came from a particularly special 
crowd.

“On opening night we 
met Jonathan Larson’s father 
Al, his sister Julie, and some 
of his friends who inspired 

the characters such as 
Jonathan Burkhart and 
Victoria Hoffman,” said 
Mark, discussing the 
special guests that came 
to see the first public 
performance of the 
show. “It’s wonderful 
to hear praise for our 
work, but to hear the 
people whose lives are 
being portrayed in this 
show being moved by 
our performance, I don’t 
think there could be a 
higher praise.”

The curtains have 
closed on the THS 
production of Rent, but 

not before the cast and crew 
put on a show that amazed 
people of all ages within the 
community and beyond. For 
many reasons, it was certainly 
a performance that will be 
remembered in Trumbull for 
years to come.

No Day But Today
(Continued from front page)

Top left: Eyes on her masterpiece, set designer Beena 
Jacobs helps create the final set for RENT by painting the 
background that will act as the stage.
Top right: Signatures acting as a promise towards spread-
ing positive feelings encompassed the central themes of 
RENT hung outside the auditorium all 4 nights of the show.
Middle: Homeless people in the lobby represent the 
educational side of the RENT performance. They would 
teach others about the real conditions in the lower East side 
during the time the play took place. Dramaturgs researched 
and presented these findings and the real-life characters to 
help make the play more realistic
Bottom: Director Jessica Spillane, Larissa Mark, Jonathan 
Larson’s father pose outside the auditorium. Many famous 
figures including those involved in the original production 
came to see the play, leading to sold out seats almost 3 
out of the 4 days. On the experience Spillane commented, 
“Althought there were concerns that we weren’t ready for 
this type of production, I think we showed that the com-
munity is very welcoming and embracing to new ideas.”
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Mock Trial Champs 
(Continued from front page)

World Language 
Week a Huge Hit

Monday: This started the week with 
commercials, often with a spice of humor 
in the form of student-crafted videos 
during homeroom that encouraged other 
students to take their language.

Tuesday: The week-long door decoration 
contest begins. Congratulations to Mrs. 
Giordano’s class who won with the theme 
of  “Spanish fi lm.” Second and third place 
winners include Mrs. McNaughton’s 
class and 

Wednesday: Cooking Contest Day. 
Congratulations to the winners
Matilda Brady & Eleni Demesthias 
(French), Alena Daz, Manual Gonzalez, 
Jackie Rivera, and Wandy Brito 
(Spanish),  Dan Michel, Alberto Aguillon, 
Giovanni Klein (Italian), Madeline 
Parente, Steven Stanton, Cole Feverrante, 
Rishav Jahri (Latin/ELL)

Thursday:  ELL speakers from Mrs. 
Lavorga’s classes led a panel discussion 
where they told stories and answered 
questions about their home countries.

Friday: Decked out in the colors of their 
country, students wore shirts from their 
clubs to refl ect their cultural pride.

Top: Christina Finizio and her partner 
Delaney Walsh serves fellow student 
Patrick Jezierny her  authentic Italian 
pasta dish that they made for the cooking 
contest. Middle: Mrs. Ann Tornillo judges 
the “Up” theme door in lower C hall. 
Bottom: Megan Diamond and Jacob 
Fried help judge the doors in upper 

Junior Seth Wittensteing 
describes “ My class team has 
gotten together many times 
for practice, whether it’s af-
ter school or at someone’s 
house. All of the work can be 
exhausting, especially when 
we are going at it for hours. 
We went from a bunch of kids 

who barely knew each other to 
somewhat of a big, happy, yet 
highly dysfunctional family.”

Another factor in the 
win was how the competition 
brought out the hidden pas-
sions and talents among the 
team members.

Class team member Ash-
ley Hallstrom said, “ I enjoy 
Mock Trial because it made 
me mature and takes me out of 
my comfort zone. I love add-

ing my own twist on the characters 
and through the acting, I am able to 
make it feel like it is real, which is 
fun for me.”

She expands to look at the 
specific roles she plays as a double 
wittness. For the role of a lover of 
the plantiff, she recalls being able 
to conjure fake tears, and for the 

farmer role, being able to 
pull out a country accent.

In the end, Hall-
storm reflects “Mock 
Trial has taught me to be 
strong and be the the type 
of person who doesnt 
care what others think 
about me.”

Taking one last mo-
ment to look back on 
how the team has done, 
Pellenburg comments 
“I think for our team we 
all molded really well 

together.  So we actually bonded 
over things that weren’t mock trial 
which helped us even more.”

The competitiors at the na-
tional competition will include 
Dante Esposito, Jayla Perez, Cam-
eron Perelli, Gabby Buttress, Mark 
Ambrose, Christian DeGenova, 
and Ross Pelenburg.

This makes it the second year 
in a row that two high-end Trum-
bull teams will be repping the town 
at nationals (the other being We the 

On the expereince But-
tress says, “ We were really 
in shock and jumping up and 
down. You don’t really know 
how it is going until the end, 
and we were absolutely estatic 
to be moving on to the next 
round in May. We haven’t 
received our case yet, but you 
can bet we will work our 
hardest on whatever case 
comes our way.”

One thing was 
certain, the chemistry 
among the team members 
was a primary contribut-
ing factor.

Fellow team 
member Ross Pellenburg 
agrees, stating “I’d have 
to say I was relieved [with 
the results]  What happens 
is that once the trial ends, 
the judges leave the room 
for about 20 minutes to cal-
culate the scores.  The wait in 
between the trial and the results 
is so nerve wracking.  Espe-
cially since this seemed to be 
such a close trial.  Leading up 
to the announcement, the other 
witnesses and I locked arms and 
I could feel everyone shaking.  
When they said we won, we all 
jumped up and tried to fi nd the 
nearest person to hug.  It was so 
exciting”

Mock Trial competes at the State Superior Court. Photo 
Courtesy of David Rutigliano
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RENT: Measuring the Months (in Love)
Entertainment 13
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March 4th: Joe Norton, a member of Broadway Cares: Equity Fights AIDS comes in and talks to the students 
on an in-school field trip. They learn from a first-person perspective what having the disease is like, and come 
away with a greater understanding of the show and the lives it represents. The format of this meeting is differ-
ent from most. The entire group is in a circle, including Norton. Norton expresses how he doesn’t want this to 
turn into a presentation and wants it to be a dialogue. He wishes for everyone to be open and be able to speak 
their mind. In the words of junior Robin Wyckoff, “The presentation was so benificial to me as a cast member. 
The dynamic of coming out being HIV positive had so much more depth than I ever could have imagined 
and Joe Norton was gracefully able to express that.” Students ask questions about his life story, about AIDS 
in general, and about Broadway Cares: Equity Fights AIDS. Norton even passes around his camera and lets 
each student, and teacher, take a picture. Pictures range from crazy duck faces to dramatic candids. Overall the 
experience is wonderful and teaches the entire cast and crew a lot about the lives of the characters in RENT.

March 7th-14th: Students join teams to fundraise for Broadway 
Cares: Equity Fights AIDS. Nine teachers compete for the role of Mr. Grey, a one-line 
part in the show: Mr. Banks, Mr. Evans, Mr. Basbagill, Mr. Darak, Mr. Cafferty, Mr. 
Coburn, Mr. McCaffrey, Mr. LaBarca, and Mr. August. Students sell bracelets, baked 
goods, red ribbons, customized chocolate bars, and homemade jewelry, raising over 
$2000 in total. The four winning teachers, Mr. Darak, Mr. Banks, Mr. McCaffrey, 
and Mr. Evans, get to be in one of each of the four shows. Teams band together and 
form intense strategies, and even make Facebook pages to advertise. Sophomore 
Matthew Buckwald is extremely influential with his team, rooting for Mr. Darak. 
Another strong competitor is sophomore Ava Gallo, swho makes astounding sales 
everyday. Her determined personality is the perfect asset to Team Cafferty. Students 
chant all week long: ACTUAL REALITY, ACT UP, FIGHT AIDS!

March 18th: Jonathan Burkhart, a good 
friend of the playwrite Jonathan Larson, visits 
rehearsal. He helped to turn the show from 
it’s racier Broadway form into the student 
edition that is performed by THS. He talks 
with the cast about what life was like when 
Larson was creating this show, and how it 
came into being. He talks about the cultural 
inspirations and even individual people who 
found their way into the characters. Burkhart 
provides lots of helpful advice on how to have 
a successful performance and even offered to 
help us on our lobby display. 

would not have grown to where 
it is now.
If you would like to read more 
on this event follow this link: 
http://www.broadwayworld.
com/article/Photo-Flash-In-
side-Dramatists-Guild-of-
Americas-Annual-Awards-
Ceremony-with-Stephen-
Schwartz-Christopher-Du-
rang-More-20140225

Also see an article about La-
rissa on Features 7.

Photos courtesy of Ian Maloney, Madison Thompson and Robin Wyckoff
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December 16th: Through the responsibility and poise of 
students like senior Larissa Mark, RENT: School Edition is 
back on. Now preparations for auditions begin. Students begin 
rehearsing audition numbers and spending hours listening to 
the soundtrack to get familiar with the show.
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January 9-10th: Callbacks happen. 
Selected students get to come back and 
show their stuff for director Mrs. Spillane, 
producer Mrs. Bolan, music director Jer-
old Goldstein, and choreographer Frank 
Root, along with assistant choreographer 
senior  Morgan Fried. 

January 12th: The Cast List goes up! Tension runs 
high as students open up the web page to see if they got a 
coveted spot on the THS 2014 RENT: School Edition cast 
list. 39 lucky students get a spot in the show. Parts range 
from homeless and on the street to one of the eight leads. 
Along with the excitement of the cast list this year it has 
even more happiness paired with it because after 
numerous delays, such as snow days, the show is 
finally happening.

January 14th: Rehearsals start. Everyone comes in 
for the first read through and the result is beautiful. Many 
students are familiar with the musicand it turns into a sing- 
along. People are brought to tears by sophomore Michael 
Lepore’s first rendition of “I’ll Cover You”.
Tears are also shed because of immense laughter and 
crazy dancing.
Once real rehearsals start building up the show starts to 
come together. Every song sounds beautiful and every 
dance looks amazing. But as every good performer knows: 
practice makes perfect.

February 24th: Larissa Mark, 
the original defender of RENT and 
the head of the student petitioning in 
the community, receives the DLDF 
Defender Award from the Dramatists 
Guild. All of her well spoken efforts 
had paid off. Many students had 
been very upset but Larissa was the 
voice of reason and controlled the 
group. Larissa was also the creator 
of the facebook group, “Trumbull 
For RENT”, that received over 7,600 
likes. Without Larissa’s poise and 
confidence the show would not have 
happened, and the THeSpian society 
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#1 Bestseller Turned into 
Highly Anticipated Movie

Sydney Sirkin ‘17
EE Staff Writer

“It would be a privilege to 
have my heart broken by you,” is 
one of the most popular quotes 
from the hit novel The Fault in 
Our Stars by John Green. 

Now that the movie trailer 
and cast has been released, a 

whole new excitement has been 
seen from the TFiOS (The Fault 
in Our Stars) fandom.  

6 out of 7 students at Trum-
bull High said they would definite-
ly be attending the movie when 
it comes out.  The cast includes 
Shailene Woodley (The Secret 
Life of the American Teenager, 
Divergent, The Descendants) as 
Hazel Grace Lancaster and Ansel 
Elgort (Divergent, Carrie) as Au-
gustus Waters. 

The author of the #1 New 
York Times Bestseller, John 
Green, has been overseeing the 
production of the movie. 

According to an interview 
done with Entertainment Weekly, 
he was said to have been “nervous 
seeing footage from the film for 
the first time. ‘I really loved it. 
It’s everything I wanted the trailer 
to be.’” 

The students at THS are 
more than thrilled for this movie 
to be released. 

“I’m so excited for Ansel 
Elgort, who plays Augustus Wa-
ters. John Green is my favorite 
author and youtuber. Its so excit-
ing that his book is being turned 
into a movie” freshman Rachel 
Nagy says.

“I’ve been waiting for the 
movie for so long, but I still don’t 
think I’ll be ready for the ending 
because its so sad” Anna Francisco 
adds. 

If you haven’t read the book 
yet, then what are you waiting 
for? The release date is set to be 
June 6th.  

Get Blown Away by Frozen

Since its debut in November the movie 
including the hit single “Let It Go” has 
become an international phenomenon, 
leading to numerous covers on Youtube.
Photo Courtesty of screencrush.com

 Whether it’s a cover of Let 
it Go or a “Big Summer Blowout!” 
tweet, people across the world have 
fallen head over heels for Disney’s 
latest movie Frozen. This movie has 
captured audiences of all ages with 
its stellar soundtrack, stunning image 
and a unique plot that diverges from 
typical Disney princess movies. Fro-
zen has generated an uproar of media 
attention, with many claiming it to 
be the greatest musical Disney has 
done since their proclaimed Disney 
Renaissance Era. Although Frozen 
was one of the last films debuted in 
2013, it has already snagged numer-
ous awards, most notably winning 
Academy Awards for Best Animated 
Feature and Best Original Song for 
Let it Go. The movie has even been 
confirmed for a Broadway play, de-
spite it only being a couple of months 
since the movie’s debut.

 The huge success of Fro-
zen is largely due to it’s refreshing 
plot from ordinary Disney movies, a 
great acting cast with tons of chem-
istry, and fantastic, catchy music. 
All of these factors contribute to a 
great, addictive movie that has led 
some fans to watch it over and over 
and over again. Sophomore Rebecca 
Molinoff reiterates this fact, having 
seen the movie tons of times.

 “I saw this thing online 
that asked how many times can you 

watch Frozen without getting sick 
of it?” Rebecca told Eagle’s Eye, 
“And it showed a picture of Mean 
Girls with the quote, ‘The limit does 
not exist.’ This basically sums up my 
view of Frozen.” 

 The Frozen sensation 
doesn’t stop there. The soundtrack 
features a variety of songs, each with 
it’s own quirky flair. The most recog-
nizable song, Let it Go, has spawned 
hundreds of covers already. Along 
with that, a version of the song has 
been released featuring it sung in all 
different languages, hence showcas-
ing the wide hoopla for the movie not 
only in America, but in countries all 
throughout the world. One cover of 
the song features a girl who translated 
the lyrics through many different 
languages in Google Translate and 
subsequently sings the final product, 
exhibiting the (albeit humorous) 
inaccuracies of the google feature. 
Another popular cover features 
Alex Boyé singing the famous song 
while being accompanied by the One 
Voice Children’s Choir, who adds an 
Africanized Tribal embellishment to 
the background.

 These covers are just one 
example of the mass sensational 
spread of Frozen fever. Numerous 
screenshots from the movie are 
frequently used throughout social 
media websites such as Facebook, 
Twitter and Tumblr, functioning 
now as quirky ways for teens and 
even adults to interact with people 

Kristi Bui ‘16
EE Staff Writer

around the world. The popular 
quotes within the movie, such as 
Hans’ betrayal of, “If only there 
were someone out there who loved 
you,” or Elsa’s constant reminder of, 
“Conceal, don’t feel,” have quickly 
become famous lines that fans, just 
by hearing someone else saying it, 
can identify with and recognize. The 
main highlights of Frozen now act 
as beacons that people all over the 
world can recognize; thus, Frozen 
has already become a universally 
worshipped movie.

Personality Quiz: 
Which Frozen character are you?

You find a wallet on the ground. Inside it is an ID of the person, and $500 in cash. You:
A: Debate whether to return it or keep it. It would be the right thing to return it, but keeping it would be your 
little secret...
B: Immediately ask people around you if it is theirs. If not, it’s yours. Yay free money!
C: “Accidentally” ignore the ID and take the $500. Hey, what you find is yours to keep! It’ll help you more  

 anyways.
D: Whip out your phone and locate the nearest police station or service to drop off the wallet.
E: Leave it where you found it! It’s not your problem, so why bother?

Your crush sends you a huge text confessing their undying love for you and asks you out. You:
A: Reject them. Crushes are nice, but nobody would understand some of the things you go through.
B: Tell them yes, that you’ve always liked them too with a confession as grand as theirs.
C: Go along with their love confession and accept charmingly and flirtingly.
D: Think this over. You like this person, but you also have other commitments such as school, work and sports 
and you’re not looking for a long term relationship at the moment anyways. Plus, an abrupt love confession is 
a little absurd, right?
E: Accept their proposal! It’s your crush, anyways. Why not have fun?

You describe your current aspirations in life as:
A: Controlling everything in your life to a T.
B: Love! Finding a husband and settling down with a warm happy family is always ideal.
C: To become rich and powerful, with recognition from others that you are top notch.
D: Going to a successful college where you can study your interests and succeed in them.
E: Whatever happens. Life goes on, and you just float on out and about.

You imagine your dream home as:
A: A house in a secluded but gorgeous area, to maximize privacy for yourself.
B: A pretty house with open windows to allow light to flow through.
C: An extravagant mansion in a luxurious neighborhood…(more stuff)
D: In a modern house with four seasons, where you make igloos during  the winter and tan in the summer.
E: Any sort of livable structure works! You don’t really care too much about such superficial nonsense.

You’ve sat down at the dinner table and notice a huge presentation of holiday foods on the table. First, you eat:
A: Just a cup of iced water to refresh. Afterwards a simple pasta would be good.
B: Chocolate pudding! It’s a family party - everyone is judge free. 
C: The tastiest portion of the main course centered in the middle of the table.
D: The salad, along with any soups and or appetizers. Then the main course. Then desert. 
E: Everything and anything! You focus more on eating, not on the aesthetics of the foods.

The new comedy-dramam movie, directed by Josh Boone, will star Shailene Woodley, 
Ansel Elgort and Nat Wolff based off John Green’s novel of the same name.

RESULTS:
If you chose mostly A, you are Elsa! Cool and collected on the outside while energetic on the inside, you 

harbor many secrets and enjoy being a solitary person. Despite that, you have a great relationship with your 
family and friends. People may find you as aloof and isolated; in the end, though, you are incredibly loyal and 
grateful to your loved ones.

If you chose mostly B, you are Anna! Ditzy, quirky, and brimming with life, you are an incredibly bubbly 
person who never fails to make others happy. You are incredibly selfless, devoting yourself to help family and 
friends. You may be clumsy and gullible, but your true feelings of compassion exude himself in a positive light 
towards others.

If you chose mostly C, you are Hans! Bold, boisterous, charming, suave, and cunning are only a couple 
of an infinite amount of adjectives that people could describe you. You have a mind great at conniving while 
simultaneously possessing a witty, charismatic, confident attitude towards others. Some people may find you to 
be extremely cocky at times and even evil; however, you’re intelligent enough to overthink these unruly people.

If you chose mostly D, you are Kristoff! Relatively level-headed, you are a smart, logical thinker yet you 
have a big heart for others. You are not as gullible as most and you maintain a caring, compassionate attitude 
towards your family. People may find you to be a bit blunt, but it’s fine. They don’t see through your perspec-
tive anyways.

If you chose mostly E, you are Olaf! Carefree and cheerful, your life’s motto is Hakuna Matata.” People 
can find you 90% of the time with a smile on your face and a relaxed disposition. You let things happen as 
they are and typically you look forward to making others as happy as you are. Some may see your consistent 
cheerfulness annoying, but it’s all good - you’re too nonchalant to let something as insignificant like that worry you.
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