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Look up, Link up! For the 
fi rst time in 5 years, Trumbull 
High School’s Link Crew pro-
gram held its annual Freshmen 
Orientation before the start of 
school on August 20th. The 
incoming class of 553 fresh-
men were ushered into the THS 
gymnasium amidst the energetic 
cheering of nearly 
120 Link Leaders. 
After participating 
in several opening 
activities as an en-
tire grade, the fresh-
men were broken 
up into groups of 
about nine with two 
leaders. 

 In the past 
years ,  Freshmen 
Or ien ta t ion  was 
delayed due to ei-
ther storms, such as 
Hurricane Sandy, or 
ongoing construc-
tion problems. For-
tunately, this year 
marked the fi rst time 
Link Crew Orienta-
tion and Link Leader 
training coincided almost per-
fectly with guidelines set forth 
by the Boomerang Project. 

“I think that Orientation 
was much more effective since it 
was [held] before school began,” 
says Link Crew Commissioner 
Natalie Intemann. “It gave us 
leaders a chance to meet and 
connect with our crew mem-
bers, which not only gave them 
increased comfort about their 
scary beginning of high school, 
but also gave us a chance to meet 
our year-long crew.”

The sixty crews scattered 
into various classrooms, where 
numerous activities took place. 
Although “Name Tag,” “Team 
Juggling,” and “64 Squares” may 

appear to be simply games at fi rst 
glance, this is not the case. Each 
activity, in fact, parallels chal-
lenges faced by high schoolers 
on a regular basis. 

In “64 Squares,” as the 
name suggests, 64 pieces of paper 
are laid out and the crew must 
work as a true team. By relying 
on memory and each other, the 
group needs to discover a path to 
reach the end of the maze. Con-
sequently, “64 Squares” subtly 
teaches freshmen one of the most 
valuable lessons they can take 
away from orientation.

 According to Link Crew 
Coordinator Mr. Artese, “The 
activity is a powerful analogy 
of what a journey through high 
school is like. It shows how we 
make mistakes but then try again 
and again until we make it to the 
other side and graduate. It is all 
about fi nding a ‘path’ and then 
following the path to the other 
side...Once you fi nd the path, you 
lead others through it, and you 
learn from others in the process. 
Everyone supports and helps 
each other get to the other side.”

Additionally, all of the 
freshmen received vital infor-
mation specifi c to THS through 
a handout entitled “What Ev-
ery Freshmen Should Know” 

(WEFSK), along with having 
the opportunity to ask their 
Link Leaders any questions they 
needed answered before the fi rst 
week of school.

A highlight of Orientation 
was when the crews went on 
tours of the school while wearing 
theme based attire in the hopes of 
winning the competition of the 
most spirited group. 

Despite the fact that Fresh-
men Orientation is Link Crew’s 
most well-known event, the pro-
gram actually continues through-
out the duration of the school 

year.
“The real jist, the real pow-

er of the Link Crew program is 
about connection, and because 
it’s about connection, it has to 
be about student to student more 
so than administrator to student, 
because it’s really the students 
who run the program,” comments 
Link Crew Coordinator Mrs. 
Intemann. “It’s the students you 
travel with in the hallways, you 
eat with, you play with, [and] 
you work with. So, that bond is 
emphasized in... Link Crew.” 

 Four times a year, Link 
Leaders will lead Academic Fol-
low-Ups, or AFU’s, in freshmen 
classes. Additionally, Link Crew 
holds scavenger hunts, supports 

freshmen sporting events, assists 
freshmen on a weekly basis at 
the Link Crew Help Desk in the 
commons, and much more. 

Not to mention, a Board of 
Directors and Consultants is a 
new feature of the program this 
year. It is comprised of sixteen 
Link Leaders that will serve as an 
asset to the Link Crew Coordina-
tors and Commissioners.

“The  new Link Crew 
Board of Directors is an ex-
tremely helpful group of people 
that make sure everything is run-
ning smoothly,” states Link Crew 

Commissioner 
Gabby Chris-
ty.  “They are 
an extra set of 
opin ions  and 
thoughts when 
it comes to ac-
tivities regard-
ing freshmen.” 

F r e s h -
men, the student 
body, and teach-
ers alike should 
look forward to 
the many plans 
Link Crew has 
in store at THS 
for this year. All 
events will fur-
ther enhance the 
mission of the 

program, especially fully ac-
climating ninth graders into our 
high school environment. 

As Mrs. Intemann rein-
forces, “It’s critical that the 
kids feel like they’re a part of 
something much bigger than 
just their own individual class, 
9th grade, they are also a part 
of a school that welcomes them, 
and who better to welcome kids 
than other kids? You feel more 
accepted when you’re connected 
with other kids.”

And with Link Crew, con-
necting to Trumbull High School 
and feeling accepted by the com-
munity is what it’s all about.

Sept. 17, 2014

Freshmen Orientation prior to start of school was huge success

Brittany Kubicko ‘15
EE Co-Editor-in-Chief

Junior Emily Ramsey leads her crew 
in the activity “Team Juggling”. 
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If I Stay movie review!
Spotlight on the Cheesecake Factory!

“The real jist, the 
real power of the Link 
Crew program is about 

connection.”
-Mrs. Intemann, Link Crew Coordinator

Crew 31, decked out in patriotic attire, vie for the most spirited crew at orientation

Photos courtesy of Brittany Kubicko 
and Mr. DeLuca

Crew 21 works as a team to crack the 
maze in “64 Squares”

Mrs. Intemann leads the Class of 2018 
in an activity before the beginning of 
orientation
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TYA puts on Children of Eden as its summer musical
Sydney Sirkin ‘17
EE Staff Writer

 This summer, Trum-
bull Youth Association (TYA), 
performed Children of Eden, a 
musical composed by Stephen 
Schwartz. The cast had about 
70 teens in it ranging from ages 
13-21, as well as a children’s 
ensemble, consisting of about 11 
kids under the age of 12.  The TYA 
cast members were working from 
the beginning of June until the first 
two weeks of August. 
 The show was a nearly 
two and a half hour epic, telling 
the story of the book of Genesis: 
specifically, the rise and fall of 
man, the tale of Cain and Abel, 
and the story of Noah’s Arc. De-
spite its biblical references, these 
themes take a backseat to the story 
of love, acceptance, and family. 
 The show has a strong 
message of family and forgiveness 
that ties over in both acts. With an 
amazing score and heartbreaking 
scenes in between, this show was 
the perfect match for TYA this 

year. 
 Director Brett Boles had 
a very interesting and symbolic 
take on casting the main roles. Ac-
tors were casted in double roles, 
meaning they switched parts after 
the first act of the musical. For 
example, actors Matt Johnson and 
Kaylin Weller had to transition 
from the first human beings on 
Earth as Adam and Eve, to Noah 
and his wife in act two preparing 
for the flood. The same could be 
said for several other actors and 
actresses.    
 To brace themselves for 
such a daunting task, both Kaylin 
and Matt had to work vigorously 
on connecting with their charac-
ters for weeks on end. Hours upon 
hours were put into developing a 
different personality for each role 
and working on connecting with 
the inner emotions of that role.
 And this year, TYA per-
formers were given a special treat. 
Famous Broadway composer, 
Steven Schwartz, and original 
cast member, Kelli Rabke, came 

to visit the cast members for a 
question and answer panel, and a 
surprise performance. 
 Does that name sound 
familiar? Mr. Schwartz is known 
for composing the music of sev-
eral Disney animated pictures, 
the blockbuster musicals Wicked 
and Pippin. To have him come 
and visit was a huge honor. After 
an hour long panel full of heart 
to hearts, questions, and laughs, 
the cast walked away with a new 
appreciation for the show. In turn, 
this led to a new zest in their en-
ergy.

 “The show isn’t well 
known, but it should be. I feel like 
this was one of the first shows I’ve 
done where everything clicked,” 
Nathan Clift says. 
 Despite the cast and 
crew’s enthusiasm about the show, 
Children of Eden didn’t bring in 
the audiences it had hoped. In 
previous years, TYA has brought 
in nearly a full house with every 
performance, but this year ticket 
sales were struggling. The produc-
tion staff worked desperately to 
put up more ads and posters up 
all around town to try and get the 

word out. Unfortunately, the most 
the theatre ever got was a little 
more than half full each night.
 Despite the setback, the 
members of TYA put on a fantastic 
show. They believed in the mes-
sages and beautiful themes of love 
they portrayed in the show, putting 
their all into every performance. 
Members of TYA are still hopeful 
that next year will be even better. 
Let’s hope they continue to break 
a leg in everything they do!

In this scene in Children of Eden, Adam decides whether he wants to leave Eden or not. Photo courtesy of Sydney Sirkin

Cheesecake Factory comes to Trumbull Mall 
Kiki Yalamanchili ‘17
EE Staff Writer

One student recalls her first experience at Trumbull’s hottest new restaurant

Rating: 4 out of 5 stars!

 The best day of sum-
mer 2014 hands down had to be 
August 9th: the opening of the 
Cheesecake Factory in Trum-
bull.   
 I, for one, was delighted 
upon hearing its opening a couple 
weeks before. I’ll assure you that I 
was not the only one waiting out-
side the entrance that fine morning 
- there were a ton of people (from 
all of the surrounding towns, I 
might add), eagerly anticipating 
the glorious dive into the food that 
the newly-constructed resturant 
had to offer. 
 A couple of friends and I 
stormed through the entrance at 11 
am expecting to be immediately 
seated (or at least in ten to twenty 
minutes). However there was such 
a large crowd that we had to wait 
nearly an hour and a half!
 The Cheesecake Factory 
itself, despite its agonizing wait-
ing times, served food that ful-
filled my recurring dreams nights 
before. I have never been one to 
immediately judge fine dining due 
to it being a chain restaurant, and 
have never had a specific prefer-
ence for one type. 
 When it comes to fine 
dining, the food itself is more 
important than the food living 
up to its legendary name. This 
well-known franchise is loved by 
everybody, including myself.
 Their calamari was to die 
for:  perfectly crisp-breaded on the 

exterior and juicy to the core.  
This time when I went to the 
Cheesecake Factory in Trumbull, I 
tried the heavenly Godiva Choco-
latier cheesecake. Its consistency 
was perfectly thick and coated 
with a chocolate layer that was so 
delectable that I cannot put it into 
words - the killer combination of 
chocolate on chocolate was not 
overdone at all.
 Now, why do I give it 
4 stars even when the food was 
absolutely divine? The service.
 While it definitely was a 
busy day and waiting time was to 
be expected, the overall demeanor 
of all of the staff was disinterested 

and just bad. 
 My waitress was rude 
by not answering my questions, 
not delivering any water refills 
or utensils that I requested, and 
did not appropriately greet or 
dismiss the customer. The woman 

who seated and greeted me at the 
counter was also very rude in 
dismissing of me with profane 
language (underneath her breath, 
but I could still hear her) and being 
overly snappy to everyone. 
 Overall, the atmosphere 

of the Cheesecake Factory was 
alive with energy, and it will be 
a restaurant that will entertain the 
Trumbull community for a long 
time.

The Cheesecake Factory houses its in-
famous cheesecakes right next to Ruby 
Tuesday’s and the side enterance to the 
Westfield Trumbull Mall. 

Photo courtesy of trumbulltimes.com

Contributions courtesy of Tina De-
Lucia ‘15, Opinions Editor
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Adventures in Europe
50 students enjoy the trip of a lifetime

Ginnila Perez ‘15
EE Staff Writer

 Just as most students 
were finally catching a breath of 
air after finals this past June, a 
group of around 50 Trumbull High 
students, teachers, and parents 
were packing their bags, double 
checking passports, and making 
last minute shopping runs for 
toothpaste. 
 On June 28 the group 
headed out to spend the next ten 
days oversees on a tour of Eu-
rope centered around the events 
of World War II. The trip was 

headed by a diverse group of chap-
erones including, Mrs. Rubano, 
Mrs. Guadagnoli, Mr. Matthews, 
Mrs. Santelli, Mr. LaBarca, Mr. 
Ostrander, Mrs. Conti, and Mrs. 
Benedict. 
 Upon arriving, the group 
was introduced to their tour guide 
and quickly began their first busy 
day in London. The tour included 
sights such as The British Mu-
seum, Big Ben, and Buckingham 
Palace, as well as the Imperial War 
Museum and The Churchill Muse-
um and Cabinet War Rooms. After 
leaving London, the students and 
advisors traveled to Portsmouth, 

England where they visited the 
D-Day Museum and boarded an 
overnight ferry for Normandy, 
France. 
 There they visited the 
Normandy Beaches, the Caen 
Mémorial: Museum of Peace, La 
Pointe du Hoc, and the American 
Cemetery to learn more about 
the events that took place there 
on D-Day. Whether they spoke 
French or not, all of the students 
and adults were able to enjoy and 
learn about the French culture first 
hand.  
 Of course, a major high-

light of the trip was going to Paris. 
Taking a riverboat tour on the 
Seine River that surrounds the city 
was one of the most memorable 
moments on the trip. The students 
we lucky enough to see major 
sights such as Notre Dame, the 
Versailles Palace, the Louvre, and 
the Eiffel Tower, as well as hav-
ing unique cultural experiences 
like preparing a meal alongside 
a professional French chef and 
watching a world cup game in a 
local restaurant. The trip ended 
with a trip to a concentration camp 
in Belgium and a day in the city of 

Brussels, where the group was able 
to enjoy authentic Belgian waffles 
and chocolate. 
 Overall, this trip was an 
unforgettable experience to all 
who were involved. Besides being 
an extraordinary vacation it also 
proved to be a priceless learning 
experience as it provided greater 
insight to modern European culture 
as well as further understanding 
to the long-term effects of war on 
a nation. The lessons learned and 
memories made on this trip will not 
be forgotten any time soon.

Above center: Seniors Mary Balducci, Haley DeWeese, Gabby Christy, Meghan Malloy, Ginnila Perez and Megan Folchick 
take a nice photo along the Tower Bridge in London. Above left: Seniors Addison Vitols and Kendall Szulimowski are caught 
in action taking photos along the streets of Europe. Above right: Seniors Jacob Robbins and Rory Morrison are all smiles 
taking a selfie in front of the Eiffel Tower in Paris. Bottom left: The view of Paris from above. 

Photos courtesy of Gabby Christy, Megan Folchick and Jacob Robbins

If I Stay... the new Fault in Our Stars?
Rachel Tropp ‘16
EE Entertainment Editor

 Since its release on Au-
gust 22nd, If I Stay has been both 
the object of tears and criticism. 
Based on the book by Gayle For-
man, the movie follows cellist 
Mia Hall in the aftermath of her 
family’s tragic car crash. The 
lone survivor, Mia finds herself  
in an out of body experience.She 
watches her friends deal with her 
coma while she engages in a series  
of flashbacks that cause her to 
question whether she should stay 
and live on in a family-less world, 
or whether it would be easier to 
die. 
 Integral to this decision 
are the two things that she was 

most focused on in the past year 
before the accident: her music 
and ambition of a future at pres-
tigious Juilliard, and her now 
ex-boyfriend Adam, whom she 
still loves. As Mia poignantly re-
members both her family and her 
times with Adam, a vivid picture 

of her life is painted. Doubtless, 
too, the deaths of her ex-rocker 
parents and adorable little brother 
evinced many tears in audiences 
across the country.
 The heart of the story is 
very touching, and the not quite 
average life of the musical pro-

tege inspires all of us. Yet, many 
were unimpressed by the formu-
laic storyline, and found the tale 
more manipulative than heartfelt. 

However, it is a narrative that will 
stay with many of us anyway, and 
teaches us to value the life we have 
while we live it.

Left: A most popular quote from the 
movie If I Stay. Right: If I Stay movie 
poster. Above: The main character, 
Mia, performing on the cello, her pas-
sion and her life.

Photos courtesy of showbizlife.com, 
imdb.com and minnesotaconnected.
com
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