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Starbucks scheduled to close worldwide
The planet is shutting down!

 
 Starbucks Coffee Shops 
worldwide are scheduled to 
close due to the high demand of 
Pumpkin Spice Lattes last fall.  
President Obama is shutting 
down the world renowned coffee 
hotspot to protect the diminish-
ing pumpkin population.
 Millions of people are 
in distress about this news. In 
particular, teenage girls have 
been sobbing with black mascara 
tears running down their faces, 
storming into Starbucks so they 
can stock up on items. Even in 
Trumbull after the news was 
released, hundreds of teenage 
girls, one being Cathy Le, drove 
to Starbucks to buy all of their 
Frappuccino mix.
  “I just got my gold card 
and now they’re shutting down? 
This is the worst thing to happen 
other than getting infected with 
Ebola!” exclaims Le. 
         Other teenage girls are 
protesting by threatening their 
schools they will not attend class. 
In Westport, Connecticut, girls 
are wearing shirts and holding 
signs that say “I Can’t Even,” 
meaning they cannot function 
throughout autumn without a 
Pumpkin Spice Latte in their 
hand.
         It is not just teenage 
girls upset about this news - riots 

are happening in cities across the 
country. In New York City, many 
people rely on the 255 Starbucks 
Coffee Shops to satisfy their 
coffee addiction.  People are 
chanting “Give me Macchiato or 
give me death!” 
 This has resulted in 
several people being transported 
to local hospitals for injuries. A 
police man was brutally injured 
after trying to separate a fight in 
which caramel syrup was thrown 
onto his body by accident, and 
people started to tackle him to 
rummage for some of the syrup 
that was spilled.
         Pumpkin farmers are 
enthused with this revelation 
since now they do not have to 
be intimidated by major compa-
nies come next September. One 
farmer, (who wants to remain 
anonymous due to fear of being 
attacked by upset people), was so 
grateful to hear this because now 
he can relax and grow his sweet, 
festive crop.
  “Companies, like 
Starbucks, would try to give me 
demands on how many pump-
kins to make. They even tried to 
genetically modify my crop since 
they felt mine wasn’t ‘heaven in 
their mouth.’”
 In fact, numerous 
farmers recently told the press 
that major companies would 
take over their farms and plant 
millions of pumpkin crops, but it 

was all going for their own use 
and not for the common people.
         With this type of contro-
versy, everyone knows that there 
are both sides to this issue. Social 
activist group, “Against Society,” 
is thrilled by this news. This 
group promotes uniqueness and 
not falling into the norms of soci-
ety, which in this case is being 
overly involved with Starbucks 

Coffee. Instead, they buy coffee 
from local gas stations. They 
believe that with shutting down 
Starbucks, it helps promote their 
campaign “Stop the Coffee Con-
formity.” However,  this recent 
campaign has been under attack 
by the worldwide group by the 
name of  “Revolution of Teenage 
Girls.” This group believes in 
buying all the chai lattes, Vine-

yard Vines, and receiving money 
from their hedge fund.
         So if you “can’t even” 
with the news of Starbucks shut-
ting down, then I would suggest 
going to Dunkin’ Donuts. It may 
not be as fancy as having your 
name on the drink or having 
names of the sizes of drinks that 
are not small, medium, or large, 
but they share the same thing: 
they have coffee!

A tale of two kiddies... and one infant
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 “Ah crap,” I think to 
myself as I look at the new text 
message from a number I have 
never seen before. They all start 
out the same: “Hi, my name is 
____ and ____ recommended 
you to me! We are looking for a 
new babysitter to sit for my [in-
sert number of kids here] for this 
Saturday night! Please let me 
know how much you charge per 
hour, and if you can! Thanks.” 
 I shake my head sadly 
and roll my eyes. Parents will 
dump their kids with anyone 
really. Sure, let’s just text a ran-
dom high school girl and leave 
her in my house for a night with 
our super young and rambunc-
tious children. Sounds like a 
great plan, kudos to you. Parent-
ing done right…
 Granted, children really 
do love me and I am a fabulous 
babysitter. Or, maybe it is a fact 

that I am an EMT in town, so 
parents just automatically trust 
my abilities since I have seen a 
lot...who knows. But, what I do 
know for sure, is that I can man-
age all of your kids’ ailments and 
50 million allergies without even 
blinking an eye. I can make any 
booboo better instantly. It’s a win 
win really. Just don’t complain 
when I charge more than most 
babysitters because of my medi-
cal background…
 In this case, I will be 
babysitting for a lovely range of 
ages; six-month-old baby, four-
year-old, and six-year-old. All 
girls. Swell. Looks like it will be 
an endless night of Barbies and 
hair dos and Disney princesses. 
But seriously, WHO LEAVES A 
6 MONTH OLD BABY WITH A 
SITTER?!?!
 As I put my car in park 
at the bottom of their driveway, 
I let out a stressed-out sigh. I 
look up to the mega mansion of a 
house this family lives in and see 
two of the girls with their faces 

plastered to the window, already 
eager for me to get to the door. 
I look down at my fire depart-
ment sweatshirt, skinny jeans, 
and my combat boots, rolling 
my eyes in anticipation of the 
parents’ once-over that they will 
give me, sizing me up. I look like 
I am ready to hop on a truck and 
save lives, not flop on the couch 
and babysit. Oh well. Looks 
like I should have busted out the 
preppy look instead...
 Justifying my outfit of 
choice in my head as I sling my 
laptop backpack over my shoul-
der and flip my keys into my fist, 
I stomp up the icy driveway and 
almost wipe out in the process. 
Fabulous, off to a great start.
 Before I can even ring 
the doorbell, the door flies open 
and an exasperated and dishev-
eled mother greets me with the 
wailing baby rested on her hip, 
and the two other sisters chasing 
each other in a circle trying to 
pull each other’s hair. My blood 
pressure starts to skyrocket. 

 Practically throwing the 
screaming baby into my arms, 
the mom rattles off house rules to 
me as I am still trying to process 
the house, the situation, the kids. 
Realizing that my hand was still 
in the air with an unanswered 
handshake, I tune out the baby 
and focus on what the mom has 
to say, and the fact that one of the 
girls is dancing on the kitchen 
counter...god help me.
 “This is baby Alice. She 
needs a bottle of formula in two 
hours, and when you put her to 
bed, change her and yata yata, I 
think you can figure out the rest.” 
Trying to remain perky and not 
seem extremely overwhelmed, I 
give my best fake smile and nod 
“happily.”
 “These little monsters 
are Annie and Rose,” she says 
with a toss of a wrist. “Good luck 
getting them to bed. They are 
such devils when it’s time. Oh! 
Annie is allergic to wheat, nuts, 
milk, and eggs. You’re medically 
certified so I won’t go over that 

stuff with you. We can’t find her 
Epi-pen though...so hopefully 
nothing happens,” she says with 
a bite of her lip and a shug. “Any 
questions? Nope? Cool.” 
 I swallow the million 
of other questions I was about to 
spurt out, but just smile and nod 
instead. “Biiiiilllll. Lets go!!” 
She shouts upstairs as she clicks 
her way to the car in her sky high 
stilettos. Her husband, Bill, runs 
down the stairs with his tie still 
not tied. He gives me a sheepish 
half smile and chases after his 
wife. The garage closes and they 
race up the road. I have no way in 
hell of an idea when they will be 
home by. 
 I spin on my heel and 
face the two other kids now 
eerily quiet. Scanning the massive 
living room, I see Annie hid-
ing under a plush blanket and 
Rose’s little toes poking out from 
under a huge pillow. With Alice 
still screaming bloody murder, 

Trumbull Town Center will only become more desolate with the worldwide closing of Starbucks. However, there are 
speculations that a Taco Bell will take over the soon-to-be vacant location. Photo courtesy of Lia Horyczun. 
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Ask Amy
Dear Amy,  
 There’s been a lot of 
delays and snow days. Should I 
go to school on the delays? I feel 
like I get nothing done and I love 
sleeping in. 
                 Sincerely, Lazy. 

Dear Lazy, 
 You are not lazy. It is 
very normal not wanting to go 
to school. However, due to the 
absence restriction implemented 
in our campus, I strongly suggest 
you go to school. You don’t want 
to lose credit for an extra hour of 
sleep. I understand the conditions 
are awful, but get your snow suit 
on, put on your snow boots and 
trek to the white unknown. Be 
careful on the roads, and come in 
to do the buckets of work that gets 
done on delays. 
             Best of Luck, Amy. 

Dear Amy, 
 Can I ask a girl I only 
talk to in class to prom? I like her, 
but I’m too nervous to talk to her. 
Do you think she’ll yes? 
                 Sincerely, Nervous 

Dear Nervous,
 What are you doing? 
Talk to her! This is your last year, 
what do you have to lose? She 
will say yes, because trust me, a 
girl wants a prom date. Also, talk 
to her outside of school. Walk her 
to class, and get to know who she 
is. Don’t listen to anyone else but 
your feelings. 
                Best best of luck, Amy. 

Dear Amy,
 Will you go to prom 
with me? 
         Sincerely, Love struck 

Dear Love struck, 
 I thought you’d never 
ask! 
         Best of luck, Amy. 

Dear Amy, 
 My mom said I can’t 
go on a road trip with my friends 
over the summer, but yesterday I 
found out that my mom left home 
and moved in with her friends 
when her parents said no. What do 
I do? 
Sincerely, Torn 

Dear Torn, 
 Well it looks like the 
apple didn’t fall too far from the 
tree!  However, I don’t think you 
should try to use your mom’s 
disobedience as ammunition 
in your argument. I understand 
you want to go, but your mom 
is ultimately trying to do what 
is best for you, even though she 
disobeyed her parents. She’s 
learned from her mistakes and 
doesn’t want you to make the 
same one. Talk with her about her 
experience, so that she sees you 
are trying to be understanding. 
Instead of a road trip, maybe 
try planning something smaller. 
This way she sees that you are 
trustworthy and for the future 
maybe she will let you go on this 
road trip. 
               Best of luck, Amy 
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I bounce her on my hip and sway 
until she quiets down and resorts 
to whimpering. 
 I sit on the edge of the 
couch and peer under the blanket 
and pillows to only be faced with 
two pairs of the brightest blue eyes 
I have ever seen. “Come on out, 
I won’t bite,” I say with a warm 
smile. Annie pops her head out 
from under the blanket first, and a 
mess of golden curls flops into her 
eyes. 
 “Alice likes it when you 
move around with her a lot, she 
falls asleep like that!” Annie says 
so innocently. 
 “Would you like to dance 
with me, my princesses?” I giggle 
and curtsy the best I can with a half 
asleep baby balanced in my other 
arm. The two girls start giggling 
like mad and we dance around 
the living room for two hours, 
pretending that we are at Cinder-
ella’s castle. It was multipurpose, 
really - being able to sway the baby 
while still keeping the other girls’ 
interests. 
 While in the middle of 
playing pretend, we come across 
their arts ‘n crafts room and I 
just stop and stare. The ENTIRE 
room was covered in glitter. Rose 
bumps into my back and immedi-
ately starts giggling. “What HAP-
PENED?!” I ask.
 “Hehe, we didn’t like 
our last babysitter. She texted her 
boyfriend too much, so we threw 
glitter for fun. She never came 
back and now you are here! We 
like you, you are fun!” She said 
it so innocently, looking up at me 
with those bright, round eyes. 
 Slowly backing around 
and making a side note to expect 
the worst if they disappear for too 
long, I march them upstairs to get 
ready for bed as I feed baby Alice.  
Listening to the screams of the 
two older girls bickering as they 
change, brush their teeth, and pick 

a story for me to read to them has 
me on the verge of pulling my hair 
out. These girls are cunning. And 
they sure as hell know how to get 
me fired. 
 Alice starts crying so 
loudly and almost bursts my 
eardrums as I balance her in my 

arms trying to make her bottle fast 
enough. Shoving it in her mouth, I 
am able to stretch my arm that had 
been holding her for two hours. It 
was dead. The pins and needles 
start as the blood rushes into my 
extremity as I stop Alice to burp 
her. Please don’t throw up on me. 
Please don’t throw up on me...   
 Something crashes up-
stairs and I race up there to see 
what is going on. I leave them 
alone for all of ten minutes, and 

they succeeded in squirting tooth-
paste in each other’s hair and 
rubbed it into each other’s pajamas. 
Great. Helping them get changed 
and cleaned up I put them both in 
bed and promise to come back to 
read them both a story. I turn my 
attention to Alice whose room is 

starting to smell like a sewer...I 
know what time this is…
 Composing myself, I 
pinch my nose in anticipation and 
go to work. The only thing rolling 
through my mind are those times 
when it happens in the back of my 
ambulance for some patients...It 
happens unfortunately, but I am 
glad that this is just a baby and not 
a random injured stranger…
 I put Alice in her cradle 
and play the mobile, and she is 

A tale of two kiddies... cont.
out like a light, thank god. But 
Annie and Rose were a different 
story; don’t you just love having 
to discipline kids while having to 
suppress laughter?? God, I love it.
After three tickle matches, seven 
story books, and four more threats 
that I will give mommy a bad 
report, they succumb to the in-
nocence of sleep, cuddling under 
their blankets. I turn off the light 
and trudge downstairs, weary, but 
aware so that I don’t get lost in 
their house. One wrong turn and 
you could end up in the other wing. 
 I collapse on the couch, 
and try to figure out how to use 
their SmartTV. Man, that picture 
is amazing. As I start relaxing a 
bit, I hear a bang on the back door, 
and I suddenly become aware of 
the fact that there are NO curtains 
in this house, and any serial killer 
could see a young girl in a house 
by herself and strike. I feel like a 
sitting duck. They do live deep in 
the woods for that matter…
 I pass the time worrying 
and listening to the roar of my 
hungry tummy. I prefer not to dig 
through people’s pantries for food. 
It feels like a breach of privacy, I 
dunno. Plus, I don’t want to cause 
Annie to go into Anaphylactic 
Shock on my first day…
 I proceed to sit there until 
the parents come home tipsy and 
giggly. Love it. Maturity level is 
on point. After they underpay me, I 
make a mental note to never sit for 
this family again. Especially when 
I slip and fall in their driveway and 
scream selective profanity into the 
night sky...

Center: That awkward moment when 
you show up to a 75 gazillion dollar 
mansion wearing knock off boots and 
a $20 sweatshirt. And better yet you 
fall down the three mile long steep 
driveway getting bruises all down your 
leg. Photo courtesy of Lia Horyczun.
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Debate Team victorious against St. Joseph’s
Alison Kuznitz ‘15
EE Co-Editor in Chief

            April 1, 2015

     Many people claim that the 
skill of arguing has been lost 
amongst the current generation of 
high school and college students. 
Clearly, they have not seen the 
Trumbull High School Debate 
Team in action. 
     On March 4,  Ben Hazen (Presi-
dent of Debate Team), Michael 
Kenler (Co-Varsity Captain), 
Emma Thornton (Co-Varsity 
Captain), and Aravind Suresh-
babu (Novice Captain) repre-
sented Trumbull High School in 
a debate sponsored by the Trum-
bull Public Library. They battled 
against a four-person team from 
St. Joseph’s and were declared 
victorious. 
     “It’s a debate that we’ve been 
doing every year for the past 
four years,” says senior Emma 
Thornton. “It’s for the One Book 
- One Town event. Basically, it’s 
the opener for the event and this 
year the book is about a woman 
who home-grows all of her food. 
It’s about genetically modified 
organisms.”

     The relevant, 
while simultane-
ously controversial 
book that inspired 
this debate is en-
titled Animal, Veg-
etable, Miracle: A 
Year of Food Life by 
Barbara Kingsolv-
er. Besides utilizing 
major themes of the 
book, the THS De-
bate Team heavily 
researched in order 
to tackle the over-
arching prompt, or 
resolution, of the 
extemporaneous-
style debate. 
     According to junior Michael 
Kenler, “The resolution was ge-
netically engineered foods are 
needed to feed the world.”
     St. Joseph’s selected to argue 
the affirmative stance, leaving 
THS the negative perspective 
that GMOs are not essential for 
feeding the world. In an in-season 
debate, teams arrive at the compe-
tition unaware of the resolution. 
They are provided with a packet of 
information and articles regarding 
the topic, having a mere hour to 

formulate their arguments. 
     For this event, though, both 
teams were informed weeks in 
advance. The THS Debate Team 
arrived at the Trumbull Public 
Library with numerous supporting 
facts in tow. Not to mention, their 
advisor, Mrs. Spalla, has guided 
them throughout the entire debate 
season and served as an “excel-
lent... coach.” 
     “We were very well prepared 
and we had a general idea of 
what St. Joe’s argument was 

going to be,” 
says junior Ben 
Hazen. “So, we 
were prepared 
for that too, 
to rebut it and 
counter it.” 
     Despite this 
e x t r a  b a c k -
ground knowl-
edge, everyone 
on the THS and 
St .  Joseph’s 
Debate Teams 
felt the pres-
sure once the 
event began. 
From cross -
examining the 

other team to reciting individual 
speeches, each member showcased 
their ability to argue in a tense 
setting. 
     “In each constructive argument, 
which is six minutes, a person will 
be asked questions by the oppos-
ing team for three minutes,” states 
Kenler. “So that is rapid-fire - the 
opposing team will ask a question 
and you have to respond right on 
the spot.”  
     Afterwards, the rebuttal speech 
lasts four minutes and does not 

require an immediate response. 
Rather, there is time allowed to 
prepare one’s argument.
     This one-hour debate was par-
ticularly exciting due to the large 
audience present, which is not 
typical of the other debates THS 
has experienced. 
      “This was really cool because 
we had an audience listening to 
us,” states Thornton. “It was kind 
of like playing with the opposition, 
but also playing off of the audience 
and their reactions.”
     Using the Connecticut Debate 
Association standards, the debate 
was scored by three Yale students 
from the Yale Debate Team. These 
judges unanimously decided that 
the THS Debate Team was the 
winner. 
     “The reason we won as Trum-
bull was that we said to St. Joe’s 
genetically modified foods are not 
needed to save the world because 
world hunger is already decreas-
ing and it’s not due to GMOs, it’s 
due to other factors,” comments 
Thornton.
     St. Joseph’s failed to rebut this 
statement. As Thornton went on to 
say, this “makes their whole point 
null and void.”

Trials and tribulations: Tech Week

Gabriel le  Tropp, 
Production Assistant

Ian Maloney, 
Production Assistant 

Coffee definitely helps me 
get through Tech Week. Also, 
lots of excitement, the sense 
of being busy, and the fact 
that there’s always work to 
be done  helps me power 
through. Tech Week is like 
a sprint to the end, so you do 
what you have to do to get 
it done.

     As the curtain splits, performers 
spill out onto the stage in intricate 
1890s dresses to “Call on Dolly” 
during the performance of Hello, 
Dolly! Behind each vibrant scene 
of the play, however, are hours  of 
rehearsal, culminating in the intense 
preparation known as Tech Week.
     “Tech Week is where all the 
fun happens. It’s exhilarating and 
terrifying all at the same time. But 
it’s satisfying to watch the students 
problem-solve their way through it 
and make everything work,” says 
Mrs. Spillane, Artistic Director. 
Amidst the struggles of Tech Week’s 
eight hour rehearsals are mishaps 
that add humour to their exhausting 

work. Students involved in this year’s 
production share their oddest experi-
ences from Tech Week.

Tech Week: Day 1 (Monday) 
     The work-filled rehearsals make 
caffeine necessary. Students, such as 
Gabrielle Tropp, have fallen asleep 
under sets and cried when they do 
not get their necessary coffee. On the 
other hand, Lindsey McMorris had 
too much coffee. While getting out 
the car, McMorris tripped over her 
bag and fell. “I got really hyper but I 
was also overly exhausted, and I am 
the clumsist person ever so it was a 
good time,”  McMorris said. 

Tech Week: Day 2 (Tuesday) 
     In the middle of  “Put on your 
Sunday Clothes,” several cast and 
crew members, including Mimi 
Leonard, were behind the Hay and 
Feed Store set. The crew thought that 
the “Yonkers” sign, positioned above 

them on the balcony, was off but they 
decided to focus on the props later. 
Right then, the sign fell, skimming 
Leonard’s forehead and leaving a 
bump. Leonard said, “I had no idea 
what was going on and it didn’t really 
hurt so I just stood there in shock, 
trying to figure out what happened.”

Tech Week: Day 3 (Wednesday)
     During the first rehearsal of the 
song “Hello, Dolly” with all cos-
tume pieces and props, Matthew 
Buckwald faced difficulties head 
on. Alex Luft, who played Dolly, 
had her feathered headdress on and 
was doing her dance section with 
Buckwald. When she looked up, her 
headdress went right into Buckwald’s 
face, leaving a feather stuck between 
his teeth. Buckwald said, “It was so 
embarrassing. I don’t think anyone 
saw but I had to go through the rest of 
the song trying not to open my mouth 
too much while singing.” 

10

Coffee helps because a lot of 
what we do includes crunch-
ing numbers, arranging sched-
ules, and inventory-ing, so we 
need to stay alert. I always 
keep chocolate and iced tea 
backstage for those low points 
near the end of an eight or 
twelve hour rehearsal.
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Fueled by caffeine: Tech Week’s   
biggest coffee consumers

cups

cups

From left to right: Anush Sureshbabu, Aravind Sureshbabu, Michael Kenler, 
advisor Hope Spalla, State Senator Tony Hwang, Emma Thornton and Ben 
Hazen after the  One Book - One Town Debate. Photo courtesy of Alli Hazen. 
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Travel and Tourism Team Deci-
sion Making Event. 
Stephen D’Amato and Vlad Sy-
chou, who placed first in the Hos-
pitality Services Team Decision 
Making Event. 
 Additionally, Anna Rib-
bens placed third in the Automo-
tive Marketing Series Individual 
Event.
 Those students men-
tioned above  will be representing 
Trumbull at nationals in Disney 
World from April 25 - 28.
 For the competition, the 
students had to prepare a presenta-
tion based off of a scenario given 
to them. The scenarios typically 
give the students a role in a com-
pany, such as a manager or vice 
president, and a problem in which 
the student must address using 
business tactics.  
 The marketing class 

 On February 26, 2015, 
Trumbull High’s DECA Team 
competed at the state competition 
at the Aqua Turf in Southington. 
Seven members from the team 
will be representing Trumbull 
High School at the national com-
petition
 The members who quali-
fied for nationals are:
Shravan Wadhwa, who placed 
first in the Principles of Finance 
Individual Event. 
Mark Curry, who placed third in 
the Food Marketing Series Indi-
vidual Event.  
Brittany Kubicko, who placed 
third in the Retail Merchandising 
Series Event. 
Jacob Robbins and Courtney 
Arison, who placed second in the 

helped prepare the students 
through practice tests and sce-
narios. 
 Brittany Kubicko, who 
received third place in her event, 
was given a scenario where she 
was a manager of a bookstore.
 “I was a manager of a 
large independent bookstore who 
was closing their one huge store 
and opening up three smaller 
stores in specific locations due to 
the increase of online sales and 
leasing prices,” stated Kubicko. “I 
had to figure out which book sec-
tion would go in what store. I had 
to analyze what the town was like 
and what stock should go where.” 
 Best of luck to the team 
as they prepare for Nationals this 
April!

 

Trumbull High DECA team excels at states; sends students to nationals

Students dive into Penguin Plunge, raise money for 
Special Olympics

 On March 14, 2014, 
Trumbull High School students 
Emalee Ormond, Francesca Es-
posito, Samantha Kaplan and 
Megan Mahar participated in the 
annual Penguin Plunge. Hosted at 
the Compo Beach in Westport, the 
event raised money for the Special 
Olympics by participants running 
into the freezing water.
 Junior Emalee Ormond 
has been a consistent participant 
in the Penguin Plunge for over 
five years. Ormond represented 
Team Justin, a team both she and 
her family actively participates in.
 “My family is friends 
with a family that had a son 
named Justin with special needs 
who died around eight years ago,” 

said Ormond. “We do the plunge 
every year in his honor.” Joining 
Ormond’s team was junior Franc-
esca Esposito, who has been active 
in the event since last year.

 Juniors Meghan Mahar 
and Samantha Kaplan also partici-
pated in the plunge, under Team 
Eagles. Mahar found the event 
was a fun way to raise money and 

The Trumbull High School DECA team poses on the stairs at the Aquaturf in 
Southington, right after the awards were announced. With  seven people qualified 
for Nationals, and eighteen people getting called up to the stage, the team could 
say that they were more than successful. Photo courtesy of Brittany Kubicko. 

Academic 
Decathletes 

collect medals 
Mr. Pelligra
EE Advisor

     The Trumbull High School Aca-
demic Decathlon Team finished 
3rd in the Connecticut Academic 
Decathlon competition held on 
Saturday February 28, 2015, 
in Waterbury. Individual team 
members scored highly in many 
of the events, receiving medals 
in several. This year’s team was 
comprised mainly of first-time 
competing underclassmen who 
are poised to challenge this year’s 
winner—New Fairfield High 
School—in upcoming seasons.   
     Trumbull’s efforts were ham-
pered when key members of the 
Scholastic and Varsity divisions 
were scratched from the contest 
because of scheduling conflicts. 
Despite the diminished squad, 
Trumbull High School individual 
team members fared quite well 
winning several top medals in 
many of the ten events.
     Freshmen members Ishan Negi 
and Daejah Woolery medaled in 
their respective divisions: Negi in 
math and Woolery in art and mu-
sic. Sophomore Alexandra Dima 
took home five medals including a 
gold in art, a bronze in music, and 
silver in the essay, economics, and 
science contests. She also scored 
highly in the public “super quiz” 
event. Team president, Caroline 
Forster, concluded her Academic 
Decathlon Honors Division career 
by winning gold medals in lan-
guage/literature and music; silver 
in social sciences; and bronze in 
art, math, and speech.
     THS students who are interested 
in trying out for the team are en-
couraged to contact coaches Sara 
Ellis or Dean Pelligra for more 
information.

Kristi Bui ‘16
EE Senior News Editor

Students shiver in their bathing suits 
after participating in the Polar Plunge   
at the Compo Beach in Westport. 
Photo courtesy of  Emalee Ormond. 

awareness for an amazing cause.
 “I  personally loved doing 
the plunge. I have a brother with 
autism, so the Special Olympics 
and helping people with intel-
lectual disorders in general made 
perfect sense to me,” stated Mahar. 
      She looks forward to doing the 
event again, and to get more people 
involved with it.
 “I’m going to try to get a 
club going...so that information and 
participation in general is more ac-
cessible to the student body,” adds 
Mahar. 



Junior Ryan Akhundzadeh 
believes that “makeup could be 
used for fancy occasions, but it’s 
not necessary to use everyday.”

On the other hand, some guys 
do enjoy seeing makeup. When 
Cosmopolitan did a study regard-
ing men’s opinion on makeup, 
most guys favored the face that 
applied full makeup over slight or 
minimal makeup. They all were 
also unable to discern how much 
or what products were being used. 
The moral of the story? Keep 
the makeup smart by keeping it 
simple.

The male stance on makeup is 
clearly divided, though ultimately, 
the use of makeup is entirely up 
to the user, regardless of age, sex, 
or race. However, it is essential to 
keep in mind the reason behind 
applying makeup. Do it for you 
and no one else. Speaking for guys 
everywhere, I promise that we do 
not take as much notice as you 
may think.
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Is makeup easy, breezy, beautiful?
Benjamin Vu ‘16
EE Senior Features Editor

Many girls spend immense 
amounts of money on makeup. 
While drugstore products may be 
relatively inexpensive, high-end 
products can be upwards of $100. 
Applying makeup can also take 
a great deal of time. Some girls 
even spend up to an hour putting 
on makeup daily.

Besides the cost and time 
needed, makeup requires exten-
sive knowledge of the best prod-
ucts, the best ways to apply it, and 
the best looks. Is makeup worth 
the trouble?

Let’s face the facts. High 
school can be an incredibly daunt-
ing place. It is not unusual to want 
to look good and impress others. 
However, it must be recognized 
whether or not makeup is being 
used for oneself or the acceptance 
of others.

Makeup can have negative 
effects on a person’s self-esteem. 
It creates the illusion that other 
people have seemingly perfect 
faces when in reality, everybody 
has their individual flaws. 

“When people wear makeup 
for the acceptance of others, I 
think it affects their self-esteem 
negatively,” comments junior 
Matthew Buckwald. “It gives 
them the false impression that 
something artifical can make their 
natural self look better and seem 
more appealing to others.”

Similarly, junior Zachary 
Gottschall states, “In theater, we 
use makeup to portray other 
people. In real life, the best thing 
people can do is be themselves. 
Wearing makeup is an unneces-
sary standard in our society.” 

Does makeup hide a person’s 
flaws or simply hide a person’s 
sense of individuality? Perhaps, 
instead of rushing to apply makeup 
in the car vanity mirror before 
school, it would be best to instead 
put away the kabuki brush and 
show one’s true colors.

On the contrary, Buckwald  
mentions, “I think makeup can po-
tentially be something that people 
use to feel more comfortable in 
their own skin. When people wear 
makeup for themselves, it’s great. 
Some girls become more confident 
after wearing makeup, and confi-
dence is beautiful.”

Makeup can be a great me-
dium for creativity. Some people 
even upload makeup tutorials 
online. These tutorials are not only 
helpful for learning how to apply 
makeup, but are also a healthy 

The question of makeup or 
no makeup for girls is a decision 
that is based off of something it 
shouldn’t be:  the interest of boys. 
Many girls put on makeup to attract 
the attention of boys, and to “hide 
their imperfections” from them. 
However, the effort is definitely 
futile. 

Some teenage boys, when 
asked, will respond that they prefer 
the “natural look” to a more bold 
look from girls. Little do they 
know that what they perceive as 
the “natural look” does involve 
makeup - a lot of it too. 

“Once when I went for a more 

‘natural look,’ a girl complimented 
me on my makeup,” says sopho-
more Ariana Rojas. “Then, one 
of my male friends says ‘What? 
She’s not wearing makeup!’ Some 
people just don’t understand what 
‘no makeup’ actually means.”

 So, when girls go “natural” 
and do not put makeup on, they get 
negative feedback. This creates a 
vicious cycle of women constantly 
doubting themselves on what they 
should look like. 

If you wear too much makeup, 
some would think of you as “fake.” 
And if you wear too little, some 
will ask “Why do you look so 
strange today?” The moral of the 
story? Girls should only wear 
makeup if it makes them happy, 
not if it makes other people happy. 

“My boyfriend hates it when I 
wear makeup,” says junior Gabby 
Zweig. “I honestly just wear it for 
myself, because it makes me feel 
better. A lot of people think that 
wearing makeup means that you’re 
‘hiding yourself,’ but it makes me 
happy.” 

Makeup is not a tool that 
should be strictly used to attract 
potential partners. Rather, it is 
something that girls should use for 
themselves. 

Makeup or no makeup, girls 
should not be criticized for their 
choices in the way they look, and 
should wear whatever makes them 
feel like their best self. Girls should 
know that they are always beauti-
ful, whether they choose “natural” 
or “bold.” 

But keep in mind, makeup 
is not strictly for girls. Do not let 
gender roles stop you from looking 
the way you want to look! If putting 
on makeup makes you feel great, 
then you should definitely go for 
it, no matter what your gender is.

Christina Tavella ‘16
EE Staff Writer

He said

She said

Are you ready for your shot?
Kelliann McCabe ‘15
EE Contributor

As a kid, the worst part of go-
ing to the doctor is getting a shot. 
The nurse enters the room with a 
needle and injects questionable 
ingredients into a patient’s body 
for “protection” against disease.

Vaccines are viewed as a pro-
tector of today’s society and many 
people take the pinch of the needle 
without question. However, moth-
ers and specialists have concerns.

This cry for examination is 
not a newfound idea. Since 1879, 
the  Anti-Vaccination Society 
of America has been working 
to repeal vaccination mandates 
and prevent innocent children 
from being harmed with toxic 
substances. 

Many vaccines contain chem-
icals, including traces of mercury 
which is connected to develop-
ment of autism; aluminum which 
in excess can cause neurological 
har; formaldehyde which can lead 

to death; and many other harsh 
materials. Even with this informa-
tion, major medical organizations 
state that vaccines are very safe for 
the American public.

cine (IOM), American Medical 
Association (AMA), and the 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
(AAP). Can big businesses be truly 
trusted? 

a corrupt force holds the power to 
destroy the public’s health. 

Their primary goal is to make 
a profit off the millions of vaccines 
that  are distributed, leading to the 
approval of many questionable 
vaccines. 

For example, Otashield, a 
vaccine for rotavirus (RV), was 
quickly removed from the market 
by the manufacturer. This was 
due to the discovery that the vac-
cine might have contributed to 
higher instances of intussusception 
(bowel obstruction).  

This greed for money without 
care for the public’s well-being is 
fueled by the National Vaccine 
Injury Compensation Program 
(VICP) amounting to over $2.7 bil-
lion in awards and $113.2 million 
to cover legal costs, between 1989 
and July 1, 2014. Without concern, 
the producers of the vaccines ig-
nore the harmful, life-threatening 
effects they instill into innocent 
Americans.

It is reported that about 30,000 

Dear Amy, 
I broke up with my boyfriend 

almost a year ago now. I see him 
all the time around school and I 
sometimes even try to see him 
purposely. He will look at me oc-
casionally, but other times he will 
completely turn his head and look 
at the wall when he sees me in the 
hallway. It’s clear he is confused 
on what he wants, but clearly his 
first choice is not me. How can I 
get over him? I’m tired of waiting 
around...

   
Thanks Again,    

Ace 

Dear Ace, 
I am so sorry you are hurting 

this way. However, the person that 
matters the most in this is you. 
What you need to do is to stop 
trying to see him. I know it will 
be hard, but this is the only way to 
forget him. If you always see him, 
then you will always feel those 
feelings for him. If you stop seeing 
him, then you will not remember 
those feelings. Eventually, one day 
you will remember that you forgot 
him. It will also help if you stop 
thinking about everything he does. 
I know that you love him so this 
is hard, but when you do see him, 
pretend he is just another person in 
the hallway. When you are ready, 
you will see him as someone you 
used to love but no longer do. I can 
assure you that one day you will 
wake up and not feel anything for 
him anymore. In the wise words 
of Tennyson, “It is better to have 
loved and lost it, than never to 
have loved at all.” 

Best of Luck, Amy

Students who need advice should 
leave a paper with their thoughts 
inside the box in the Media Cen-

ter near Mr. Pelligra’s desk.

forum for those who simply love 
cosmetics. With the thousands of 
different makeup products out 
there, the number of possible looks 
is endless.

From a purely visual perspec-
tive, it is ironic that many guys 
do not even realize when a girl is 
wearing any makeup. 

“I can’t tell when girls are 
wearing makeup unless they have 
on a lot,” says junior James Allen.

Not only is it difficult for guys 
to see makeup on girls, but some 
guys would even go as far as say-
ing that they prefer girls without 
any makeup on at all. 

Ask Amy

cases of “adverse reactions” to 
vaccines have been reported annu-
ally to the Vaccine Adverse Event 
Reporting System (VAERS) since 
1990.  Of those cases, 10-15%  
were classified as serious, indicat-
ing it was associated with perma-
nent disability, hospitalization, 
life-threatening illness, or death. 

The CDC is not blind to these 
effects and even acknowledges 
the possibility of  life-threatening 
allergic reaction (anaphylaxis) in 
about one per million children. 
With fatal risks present at each 
inject, vaccines should not remain 
mandatory.

In 1855, Massachusetts passed 
the first U.S. state law requiring 
vaccinations for children attending 
public school.  Today, all 50 states 
require children to be equipped 
with certain vaccines to attend 
school, forcing parents to feel 
obligated to vaccinate their child. 
However, the government should 
reconsider the injection of harmful 
chemicals into helpless children.

Photo courtesy of http://threesgroup.empowernetwork.com.

Photo courtesy of jchristoff.com

The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services states, 
“Vaccines are some of the saf-
est medical products available,” 
backed by organizations including 
the Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA), Institute of Medi-

As William Posey, a Republi-
can Congressman, explained, “The 
incestuous relationship between 
the public health community and 
the vaccine makers and govern-
ment officials should not be al-
lowed to continue,” hinting that 
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TYA finally back in First Selectman’s budget

 The past month has seen 
a flurry of action surrounding 
the Trumbull Youth Association 
(TYA). Normally this activity 
includes choosing the musical to 
be performed during the summer. 
This year, there was a storm of 
controversy instead.      
 The First Selectman’s 
proposed budget for the 2015-
2016 year did not include TYA, 
a choice which shocked the teens 
and adults involved in the pro-
gram. First Selectman Herbst 
believes the program can be self-
sustaining. However, teens and 
their parents alike attended and 
spoke at Board of Education and 
Board of Finance meetings, try-
ing to ensure that such a valuable 
addition to our town would not be 
lost in the financial restructuring 
that was proposed.  
 TYA’s Vice President, 

Robin Wyckoff, a Trumbull High 
School senior and one of the 
speakers at the town meetings, 
s a id ,  “be ing 
heard by the 
town is nerve-
racking.”
  Ye t , 
she went on to 
say that it was 
worth it to speak 
in front of ev-
eryone because 
she cares about 
the organization 
so much. She 
proposed ideas 
f o r  how the 
town could best 
help TYA make 
it through the 
period of uncer-
tainty. Wyckoff 
was a forerun-
ner in the campaign 
promoting the ad-
dition of the Youth Department 
back into the budget for the com-

ing year.
 Recently, there have 
been important developments for 

the Youth Department, as it has 
now been officially absorbed into 

the Town Parks and Recreation 
Department for the coming year.  
Also, the budget has been reinstat-

ed so that 
TYA can 
continue 
as sched-
uled for 
this sum-
mer. 
 N a -
than Clift, 
the Youth  
Associa-
tion Pres-
ident and 
THS se-
nior, says, 
“While I 
am happy 
that TYA 
has been 
p l a c e d 
back into 

t h e  t o w n 
budget and 

we are going to move forward as 
normal, I would like to see that the 

arts are as important to this town as 
other recreational activities such as 
our sports teams.”  
 Many of the parents who 
spoke at town meetings were in 
concurrence: Trumbull needs to 
support the arts more, not only with 
words, but with actions. TYA is an 
amazing program that gives back a 
lot to the community through their 
summer show and a variety of other 
activities. 
 Everyone involved is 
relieved to know it has another 
year of support from the town. The 
teens are all eagerly awaiting the 
announcement of this summer’s 
show, and the town can look for-
ward to another great production. 

 Picture this: a teacher 
walks into her first period class-
room. While having a jovial at-
titude, her students are the exact 
opposite. With tired, red-eyed, 
lethargic faces staring at her, it is 
impossible not to feel exasperated 
with the attitude of the students. 
However, the students would 
argue otherwise.
 Early school start times 
are a major issue for today’s 
academic environment. In some 
schools, such as Trumbull High 
School, the day begins as early as 
7:27 A.M., which can often have 
negative effects on a student’s 
health. Some students need the 
extra sleep in order to function 
properly, and a student’s attention 
span can be affected negatively.
 According to freshman  
Erika Pettway, “Later starting 
times will allow students to get 
more sleep. I think that this should 
improve academics, and even help 
people to get better grades.” 
 Evident ly,  s tudents 
would benefit greatly from a later 
school start time as this could in-
crease focus and allow students to 
be more prepared for the coming 
days in school. 
  Students  of ten feel 
drowsy during class, resulting in 
grades being lowered and home-
work not being handed in on time.
Freshman Clarita Bedoya has a 
strong opinion to voice on this is-
sue. She believes that school start 
times should be pushed back by at 
least half an hour.
 “I strongly dislike hav-
ing to wake up so early every 
morning,” says Bedoya. “It is not 

Gabby Tropp ‘16
EE Staff Writer

fair how a lot of people think it is 
okay to cut time out of a teenager’s 
sleep schedule. Most of us are not 
getting enough sleep, and making 
us come to school so early doesn’t 
help the matter at all.”
 Many students would 
agree that teenagers today are 
not getting enough sleep due to 
homework and tests, and time out 
of a sleep schedule could result in 
many disadvantages.
 Consequently, there is 
a vast consensus that extra sleep 
would be an excellent benefit to 
starting school earlier.
 Bedoya went on to state, 
“We would all be well-rested and 
much more prepared for the day.”
 Some parents may argue 
that a later school time would 
prevent them from reaching work 
on time. However, the addition of 
time to the school day would be 
minimal, and dismissal would be 
only fifteen or thirty minutes later. 
This, undoubtedly, would not be a 
major contribution to the school 
day; that time could probably be 
used waiting in traffic or even get-
ting ready in the morning.
 Many also pose the argu-
ment that the later times would 
interfere with sports and after 
school commitments that many 
students have to go to. 
 Students  with af ter 
school commitments would be 
up even later due to a later time 
as well. Of course, the argument 
exists that the later school time 
would allow students to get up 
early and finish homework, but 
if students are staying up late 
enough, this would clearly pose a 
problem.
 B-House principal Mrs. 
Luby believes that there are both 

pros and cons to the issue. In 
particular, she emphasized  the 
addition of time to the high school 
day would also conflict with other 
schools. 

 “From a scientific stand-
point, a later school start time has 
benefits for young adults who need 
to go by the sleep cycle, but from 
a practical standpoint, afternoon 
athletics, jobs, activities, and clubs 
all need to fit in before kids go 
home, have dinner, and go to bed,” 
said Mrs. Luby.
 High school students are 
also often needed at home to help 
younger children. So, with a later 
start time, the rest of the students 
in middle or elementary school 
would be affected as well.
 “Some people count on 
high school students to return first 

and earliest for babysitting, and 
watching over children. The only 
way to have a later start time would 
be to shift times at all the schools. I 
think students would like it better, 

as well as teachers, but I’m not sure 
that it works easily given all of the 
things we try to pack in a day for 
kids,” said Mrs. Luby.
 Elementary school stu-
dents would also be directly im-
pacted. Later school start times 
would cause children to leave 
school almost in the dark, espe-
cially in winter, and this would be 
very hazardous.
 Furthermore, if school 
times were changed at Trumbull 
High, extra approval would be 
needed from administration. The 
Superintendent would have to push 
for the idea, and this would clearly 

be a hassle.
 More importantly, if 
Trumbull school start times were 
pushed later, this would affect the 
times for sports. Trumbull students 

would have to leave school very 
early in order to prepare as the 
other schools would still go by 
the regular time. 
 For example, if Trum-
bull’s end time was 3:15, and a 
school such as Masuk ended at 
2:00, Trumbull students would 
have to leave extra early, poten-
tially missing more classes than 
the usual eighth period.  in order 
to change into athletic gear and 
play with the other team.
 On the flip side, if school 
started earlier and ended earlier, 
this may be beneficial to those 
students who want extra time 
to do homework. However, not 
many would be agreeable with 
earlier start times.  
 “I don’t think many stu-

dents and teachers would be in 
favor of waking up early as it is 
very dark in winter, and this would 
also be very tiring for students and 
teachers,” said Mrs. Luby.
 Also, people need to keep 
in mind that agriscience students 
are coming to Trumbull from even 
a half hour away, and this could 
potentially force them to leave 
earlier than 6 am.
 When it comes to school 
start times, it is easy for students 
to unanimously declare that THS’ 
first period bell should ring later. 
 Yet, when facing the 
obstacles, ranging from arriving 
home as late as 5:00 pm to student 
athletes incurring unnecessary 
absences, it looks like our current 
schedule is in the best interest of 
all students.

Manya Kidambi ‘18
EE Staff Writer

The early bird does not always get the worm
Should school start later?

Trumbulll Youth Association rehearses for their 2013 production of Thoroughly 
Modern Millie. Recently, the program was almost cut from the town’s budget. Photo 

courtesy of trumbulltimes.com.

“I would like to see that 
the arts are as important 
to this town as other rec-
reational activities such 
as our sports teams.” - 

Nathan  

 Senior Sam Lambert  mimics falling asleep during math class. Maybe, if 
school  start times were pushed back, this would no longer be a common occur-

rence for THS students. Photo courtesy of Dr. Acerbo.
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Festival of music at annual Senior Showcase
Jessica Parillo ‘18
EE Staff Writer

Th e  T H S  a u d i t o r i u m 
resonated with the sounds 
of singers and musicians 

alike during the annual Senior 
Showcase. Twelfth grade students 
who are involved in the choir, band, 
or orchestra were encouraged 
to participate in the showcase, 
held on March 7, as a way to 
acknowledge their contribution to 
the Music Department throughout 
their high school career. 
     Originally scheduled for March 
6, the show had to be pushed to 
its snow date due to yet another 
storm. Despite the interference, 
students were excited to display 
their musical talents to an audi-
ence of around 275 teachers, 
family, and friends. 
Looking Back and Looking 
Ahead
    After a week of tech and dress 
rehearsals, the seniors were ready 
to take the stage. Before each per-
formance, students were encour-
aged to say a few words to com-
memorate their musical journey 
through high school. These short 
speeches were both uplifting and 
emotional, as the seniors reflected 
on how far they had come in the 
past four years. 
     Olivia Doolittle recalled being 
nicknamed the “choir kid” due to 
her interest and talent in vocal arts 
before she sang an astounding op-
eratic solo. Nathan Clift and Elena 
Kemper shared the growth of 
their friendship through the years, 
and Robin Wyckoff dedicated 
her words to her underclassmen 
friends as an early goodbye.
      In a tear-jerking turn of events, 
Beth Bolton popped a prom pro-
posal to her boyfriend, Dan Satter 
(he said yes!). No matter what the 
story behind the song was, each 
senior displayed gratitude to the 
teachers of the music department 
for serving as their musical men-
tors for the duration of their high 
school journey. 

A Festival of Music
     After each speech, the perfor-
mance began. A total of twenty-
two acts, interrupted by only a 
short intermission, showcased 
the seniors as they displayed 
their talents both instrumentally 
and vocally. The show featured a 
wonderful mix of songs, instru-
ments, and voice.
   Kicking off the show was 
a group of seven performing 
Imagine Dragon’s “On Top of the 
World.” After, seniors put their 
own creative twists on popular 
tunes. Dylan Shepard and Gin-
nila Perez brought their own style 
through the use of original instru-
ments such as ukuleles, and Daniel 
Ostrander sang to Mason DeMelo 
on the electric violin. 
     Percussionist Nate Gibson filled 

From left to right: R.J. Hawkins, Colin McLevy, Jack Leonard, Dan Ostrander, Michael Lepore and Nathan Clift shout during a highpoint in their performance 
of Mulan’s “I’ll Make a Man Out of You.” Photo courtesy of Lia Horyczun.

the room with a Caribbean rendi-
tion of “Hallelujah” on the steel 
drum. Piano soloists Christina 
Lane and Addison Vitols were 
also highlighted, performing both 
classical and pop medleys. Other 
popular acts included Jes Nieves 
performance of  “Stay With Me” 
and the Seniors of the Orches-
tra who performed a medley of 
songs from the movie Slumdog 
Millionaire. 
     Following, Chiaki Santiago and 
Christina Lane sang a beautiful, 
heartfelt duet. Santiago said, “It 
came out so great. The song ‘Fix 
You’ meant so much to us and 
standing under the bright lights 
was so fun. It was definitely a bit-
tersweet experience as it was my 

last time performing.” 
        The entire audience roared 
with laughter as a group of six 
performed “I’ll Make a Man Out 
of You” from Disney’s Mulan, 
complete with choreography, and 
then as dynamic duo Nikhil Ram-
achandran and Nick Grew took 
the stage in their own version of 

Michael Buble’s “Feeling Good.” 
Another audience favorite was an 
a cappella performance of “White 
Winter Hymnal” complete with 
powerful harmonies and hand mo-
tions to add to the effects. 
    As the show began to draw 
to a close, Annie Stachura sang 
a beautiful solo on “What I Did 
For Love” that resounded in the 
auditorium even after she left her 
place at the microphone. Conclud-
ing the showcase, the Seniors of 
the Chorus wrapped up the night 
with a heartwarming rendition of 
the Friends’ theme song, “I’ll Be 
There for You.” 
     Many of the seniors had been 
anticipating this performance for 
quite a few years, and yet the final 

product seemed to end too fast. All 
in all, though, the Showcase was a 
memorable experience for every-
one, and marked a milestone for 
the seniors who left their legacy 
upon the stage.

Behind the Scenes
     Astounding work was done 

behind the scenes as well. The 
Showcase would not have been 
as much of a success if it had not 
been for the tireless preparation 
done by the show’s stage managers 
and crew. 
     “Thoughtful preparation by 
all of the performers was evident 
throughout the evening,” said 
Choir Director Ms. Anne Tornillo. 
“The talent and expertise of our 
students running the sound and 
lighting as well as our stage man-
agers and crew made for a virtually 
seamless flow.” 
     The show would definitely 
have not been able to run without 
the help of the stagehands for all 
of their hard work in putting the 
production together and also the 
teacher advisors that helped orga-
nized the event.

Saying Goodbye
     Although the performances were 
some of their best, the night was 
bittersweet for the THS seniors. 
Their sentimental speeches were 
full of both heartfelt goodbyes and 
the excited anticipation of their 
future. 
     “I was particularly proud of the 
talent and professional approach 
that all of the students displayed 
and so impressed that they were 
able to pull it all together despite 
the weather cancellations,” says 
Ms. Tornillo. 
    Their work that night essentially 
symbolized their step from high 
school onto the next chapter of 
their lives. No matter where they 
go, they will be sure to take the 
music with them. 

Chiaki Santiago (left) and Christina 
Lane (right) perform “Fix You” by 
Coldplay. Photo courtesy of Lia 
Horyczun. 

The senior song, the final performance of the night, was “I’ll Be There for 
You,” made popular from the television show Friends. The performers chose to 
wear blue, white and black as their color scheme for the performance . Photo 
courtesy of Lia Horyczun.

Nathan Gibson dedicated his perfor-
mance of “Hallelujah” to his parents. 
Photo courtesy of Lia Horyczun.

Jessenia Nieves both played and sang 
“Stay with Me” by Sam Smith. Photo 
courtesy of Lia Horyczun.
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“Playbill Vault”)
 The rehearsal process 
of the past few months has been 
strenuous, but many of the prin-
cipal actors have benefitted  from 
the experience.   Junior 
Zac Gottschall, who portrays 
Horace Vandergelder, said, “It 
only took me a moment to fall in 
love with this show. At a typical 
rehearsal, we block each scene. 
The fun part is that once we have 
finished staging the entire show, 
we get to work towards perfecting 
it.”
  Junior Michael Lepore, 
who wowed last year as Collins in 
RENT: School Edition and who is 
currently playing Vandergelder’s 
chief clerk, Cornelius Hackl, said, 
“It’s been a lot of fun. It’s like one 
big family. It’s fun to have three 
hours a day to work with your 
friends on something you feel 
strongly about. I think it’s a great 
opportunity.” 

 Since the end of De-
cember the THeSpians have been 
working tirelessly to bring Hello, 
Dolly! to the THS stage. The cast 
has been attending daily rehearsal, 
choreographing dances, blocking 
scenes, and learning music, while 
the crew worked backstage to 
build sets, create props, and design 
lights and costumes. 
 At last, the show opened, 
and from March 26-29, everyone 
in the cast performed their hearts 
out for the excited audience. 
 Hello, Dolly! was written 

and first performed on Broadway 
in 1965, produced by David Mer-
rick and starring Carol Channing 
in the titular role of Dolly. 
 Since then, the show has 
been treasured by audiences and 
has become a classic of musical 
theater. Countless performances 
have been put on and songs from 
the show are popularly known 
even by those who have never 
seen it.
 In the show, “A meddle-
some matchmaker, Dolly Levi, 
brings together the young clerk of 
a wealthy Yonkers merchant and 
his assistant with a widowed milli-
ner and her assistant, all the while 
making sure that she herself gets 
to marry the merchant, Horace 
Vandergelder. HELLO, DOLLY! 
is Jerry Herman and Michael 
Stewart’s musical adaptation 
of Thornton Wilder’s play The 
Matchmaker” (Summary courtesy 
of thsmusicals.com, adapted from 

 Alongside the cast, the 
crew has worked tirelessly to 
create the world of the show. Set 
builders have created several dif-
ferent scene backgrounds, ranging 
from Vandergelder’s Hay and Feed 
Store, complete with a trapdoor, to 
the Harmonia Gardens Restaurant, 
with gold curtains and a grand 
staircase. 
 The set would not be 
complete, however, without a 
multitude of props: hats for Mrs. 
Irene Molloy’s hat shop, trays of 
food for the waiters at the restau-
rant, even hay and tools for Van-
dergelder’s Store. Sam Maloney, a 
THS alumni and the set designer, 
said, “It’s come a long way and I’m 
really happy with how the vision 
has turned into a reality. It’s even 
bigger and better  than the RENT 
set.”
 Some of the creation has 
required very specialized skills. 
Painters have designed and hand 

painted pictures for the set, as well 
as scraping glaze to give the set a 
pattern like wood grain.
  To highlight both the 
set and the actors, Lighting De-
signer Jess Rende has worked to 
design and run the lighting for the 
show.  
 Concerning the show, she 
said, “It’s a classic. However, I 
think it’s interesting how I’ve taken 
it to a different level and incorpo-
rated outside aspects to inspire my 
lighting. I tried to take the musical 
numbers and really emphasize 
taking the audience and even the 
characters into a different world or 
mindset.”
 All in all, the final effect is 
brilliant show to add to THS’s long 
list. Unsurprisingly, audiences have 
loved it, and it has obviously been 
a great experience for everyone 
involved.

Rachel Tropp ‘16
EE Senior Entertainment Editor

Robin Wyckoff ‘15
EE Managing Editor

Gabby Tropp ‘16
EE Staff Writer

“I am extremely excited to be playing my 
first lead in a THS musical! It’s a lot of hard 
work but it’s definitely worth it because I 
personally find it all to be fun and being with 
your friends makes it all the better. I’m also 
excited because this is the first comedy put 
on the THS stage since Thoroughly Modern 
Millie so I really hope the audience loves it 

every night.” 

Jack Leonard ‘16 (Barnaby Tucker)

The cast and crew say...

“It’s been a great experience for my 
first show at THS. Everyone is very 
welcoming and talented and I’m very 
excited to be a part of something that 

people have worked so hard on.” 

Alex Luft ‘16 (Dolly Levi)

“My experience with Hello, Dolly! is 
really different from past years because 
it’s the first time I’ve had a part that 
requires me to be at every rehearsal. It 
really changes your perspective on the 
show because you really see how the 

show starts out and how it ends.” 

Katherine Griffin ‘16 (Minnie Fay)

“I love this show so much. There are 
so many new people this year that I 
have had the pleasure of meeting, and 
it is such a great experience. Being a 
member of the dance ensemble, we 
have gotten very close over the past 
three months and it’s going to be very 
weird not rehearsing with them after 

the show.” 

Madison Thompson ‘15 (Dance En-
semble)

All photos courtesy of Lia Horyczun.

“Crew is a great way to become a part 
of the musical. I enjoy being behind the 
scenes, creating all of the amazing props 
and set pieces that the audience gets to 
see. I also like run crew, because it’s 

challenging but fun.” 

James Allen ‘16 (Run Crew)
 

“Costuming a period show like Hello, Dolly! 
is crazy hard work, but in the end it’s always 

worth it!”

Amanda Lee ‘15 (Costume Designer)

Behind the Scenes
Since the end of December, the THeSpians have been working tirelessly to bring Hello, Dolly! to the THS stage.
worked backstage to build sets, create props, design lights and costumes. At last, the show opened, and from March 26
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The Set 
 

“It’s come a long way and I’m really 
happy with how the vision has turned into 
a reality. It’s even bigger and better  than 

the RENT set.” 

Sam Maloney, Set Designer

Props are very important for creating a successful show. Without them, the actors’ actions would not read to the audi-
ence, and the time period could not come alive. Above, Gabi Sigona works on a chicken for the restaurant scene, Gin-
nila Perez creates the ribbon-laden hat Irene Molloy will wear, Lahari Kota paints part of the proscenium, and Cathy 

Bolton looks through a bag for supplies to help make props.
Photos courtesy of Lia Horyczun

L e f t :  C a s t  p e r -
forms Hello ,  Dol ly! 

Right: Cast performs “It 
Takes a Woman” 

Photos courtesy of Lia 
Horyczun.

What goes into the performance aspect of a musical?

Blocking: Artistic Director Mrs. Spillane works on blocking, 
which involves where to stand, when to enter and exit, what props 
to hold, and what gestures to make. Along with learning lines, 
learning blocking requires a lot of work, but in the end produces 
a very polished and amazing show. 

Choreography: Choregraphers Frank, Abby, and Ava work to 
create a variety of dances, ranging from the foxtrot to the polka 
to the ballet; the dancers work for weeks to learn all of them.

of Hello, Dolly!
 The cast has been attending daily rehearsal, choreographing dances, blocking scenes, and learning music, while the crew 
-29, everyone in the cast performed their hearts out for the excited audience.



portrait?

practice?

learn?

insight?

social?

normal?

Reserve your copy 
of the Trumbull High 

School yearbook while 

supplies last. We have 

limited copies left.

Place your order 
by midnight on April 10 at 

yearbookordercenter.com 

or by calling 

866-287-3096.

After April 10
the order center closes 

and remaining copies 

must be bought 

first-come, first-served 

 when books arrive in 

May/June.

Trillium 2015

THSTrillium@gmail.com Follow us on Twitter @THSTrillium  (203) 452-4524 www.trumbullps.org/ths/trillium



9Features
The Eagle’s Eye                 April 1, 2015 Issue 4

A new era for Trumbull Community Television

 As little kids, we all 
inevitably dreamed of being on 
television. Unfortunately, many 
of us never flipped to the correct 
channel to realize these dreams 
actually came true. 
 From elementary school 
graduations to chorus concerts, all 
major school events have been 
aired on Channel 17, or more 
recently on the town’s revamped 
education and government access 
station, Trumbull Community 
Television (TCT).
         TCT is available to Char-
ter customers on Channel 194 and 
to Frontier customers on Channel 
99. As a result of the renovations 
at Trumbull High School, TCT’s 
lacking studio in upper No-Name 
was converted to a state-of the-art 
facility now located in M-Wing.  
This upgrade, complemented by a 
generous state grant, allowed the 
station to purchase new studio and 
film equipment. 
 These two factors have 
not only transformed the image 
and demographics of the station 
to encompass Trumbull youth, but 
opened up countless possibilities 
for its future as well.
         “What used to be called 
Channel 17, everything’s changed. 
Essentially, you thought it was 
this public access television that 
had content that didn’t pertain 
to kids,” says C-House principal 
Mr. Manuel, who serves as the li-
aison between TCT and Trumbull 
High School. “...It’s now Trum-
bull Community Television and 
they’re doing a lot of cool things 
that are of interest to young kids.”
         First  and foremost, 
TCT’s mission is to link the 
Trumbull community together. 
Whether government meetings 
or Trumbull High School sports 
games are being broadcasted, 
TCT simply cannot fulfill its goal 
unless it reaches a significant part 
of the population and its targeted 
viewing audience: students. 
 

Perhaps, this message is best 
represented by the logo of TCT, 
which was designed by Supervis-
ing Producer Mrs. Donna Girot.
         “The TCT logo repre-
sents the profiles of two talking 
heads. When joined together they 
make a happy face. Although 
visually simplistic, the logo ex-
emplifies that 
when residents 
come together 
to communi-
cate, the result 
is a better com-
munity,” states 
M r s .  G i r o t . 
“Communica-
tion is integral 
to community 
development.”
         T C T  
is actively seek-
ing volunteers, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y 
s o p h o m o r e s 
and juniors. In-
terested under-
classmen ini-
tially become 
involved with 
the AV Club, 
which is pri-
marily known 
for producing 
the video an-
nouncements 
at Trumbull 
High School.
        “TCT 
is recruiting 
students who 
want to videotape sports games, 
school events, town events, and 
help crew in-studio shows,” says 
Mrs. Girot. “We also need students 
who want to develop Photoshop 
and [video] editing skills.”
 Additionally, TCT is con-
stantly looking for original music, 
typically ballads and other “easy 
listening” songs that can be played 
during Community Bulletin seg-
ments.
 “Our goal is to offer 
‘something for everyone’ – se-
niors, parents, teens, professionals 

– so that all Trumbull residents 
can find something of interest to 
them,” states Mrs. Kate Donahue, 
who co-chairs the Trumbull Com-
munity Television Committee and 
handles administrative aspects of 
the station.
 Beyond filming and 
editing, TCT offers experiences 

for students who want to be on 
camera. Through the Eagle’s Eye 
and Trillium, students currently 
are able to acquire skills in print 
journalism only. 
 Yet, with new capabili-
ties, including live-feed technol-
ogy and a TriCaster system in 
the works, students can finally be 
exposed to broadcast journalism. 
Instead of writing sports articles 
and snapping action photos, a team 
of students could be reporting live 
from McDougall Stadium by the 
next school year. 

 
  
 
        

Mrs. Girot comments, “We are 
only limited by the students’ cre-
ativities. You don’t come to me and 
get a class, you come to me with 
an individual idea and every road 
block that you come up against, we 
work through each road block or 
we recruit someone to help you.”
 Students will be exposed 

to video editing software, ranging 
from Final Cut 10 to Premier Pro. 
Training is available at a student’s 
convenience with Mrs. Girot or AV 
Studio Director Mr. Shawn Tait.
 Junior Taylor Berlin, who 
is Vice President of the AV Club 
and Lead Anchor for the morning 
announcements, has definitely ben-
efitted from her time spent in the 
studio. She is now confident with 
real-life skills, such as using the 
various technology and Photoshop.
 “The new equipment is 
the same as that being used in ma-
jor news stations all over the world. 
It’s made corresponding with the 
crew during filming so much easier 
and it really is the best technology 
that’s offered,” remarks Berlin. 
“I really want to start more live 
projects and using things like our 
drone cam[era] more often.”
 If Trumbull High School 
students are still not sold on the 
idea of volunteering with TCT, it 
is important to emphasize the perks 
of working behind-the-scenes as a 
videographer. After proving their 
dependability, skills, and talents, 
juniors and seniors may be hired 
by the station. Even though filming 
opportunities are sporadic, this is 
counteracted by the fact that em-
ployees are paid $15 per hour.
 From an administrative 
perspective, Mr. Manuel is eager 
to see the interplay between TCT 
and the curriculum. With so many 
classes relying on multimedia, 

TCT is certainly an asset for our 
overall learning environment.
  “Ideally, we would like to 
see this as a great supplementation 
to our current curriculum in a lot of 
different subject areas,” states Mr. 
Manuel.
 In the past year, a Face-
book page has been designed 

(www.facebook.com/Trum-
bullCommunityTelevision) 
to present clips of shows 
that will air that week on 
television, along with serve 
as a platform for viewers’ 
programming suggestions. 
A website has also been 
designed, www.trumbullps.
tv, to keep everyone well 
informed on community 
news and events. 
 The website offers an 
On Demand “Watch Now” 
directory feature, with ar-
chives and productions dat-
ing back approximately two 
and a half years. “Watch 
Now” can be accessed at a 
viewer’s convenience, and it 
is perfect for relatives from 
around the country that may 
want to watch a loved one’s 
National Honor Society 
Induction Ceremony, wres-
tling match, or orchestra 
concert.
  According to 
Mr. Manuel, “We’re hopeful 
that this is going to at least 

change the view of public ac-
cess in Trumbull into more of 
a true community extension. 

And that’s really what we want our 
school to be - not necessarily just 
Trumbull High School, but the en-
tire Trumbull Public Schools Dis-
trict and Trumbull Community.”
 As the station continues 
to evolve and explore new cre-
ative avenues, hopefully students 
and Trumbull residents alike will 
continue engaging with this com-
munity-oriented station. 
 “It’s got an interesting 
future that hasn’t been determined 
yet,” sums up Mrs. Girot. “The 
community wants to see what’s 
going on with the school and I want 
to hear your voices.”
 
 

Alison Kuznitz ‘15
EE Co-Editor-in-Chief

             

John Graham, Luis Vaz (President of AV Club),and Taylor Berlin (Vice President and Lead Anchor
  of AV Club) film an edition of the THS Video Announcements in the newly renovated Trumbull 

Community Television studio. Photo courtesy of Lia Horyzcun. 

Watch Trumbull 
Community Tele-
vison!
- Frontier: Channel 99 
- Charter: Channel 194

Like Trumbull Com-
munity Televison on 
Facebook!

Check out their web-
site: www.trumbullps.
tv
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An inside look at smoothies with Mr. Sevilla
Lia Horyczun ’16
EE Staff Photographer

 When asked to define 
Mr. Pablo Sevilla, a Trumbull 
High Spanish teacher, most would 
sum him up in three words: funny, 
enthusiastic, and smoothies. Mr. 
Sevilla is well-liked amongst 
many students of THS and teach-
ers alike.  However, he is much 
deeper than those three words 
alone. 
 Specifically, he is no-
torious for his awesome advice 
to many students in and outside 
of his classroom. He is there for 
anyone who needs anything. Just 
ask Nicole Anderson, a junior at 
THS. 
 “I love Mr. Sevilla. He 
is honestly the nicest and funniest 
guy I know, I’ve never had him 
as my teacher but I met him my 
freshman year and he has helped 
me with anything I ever needed,” 
states Anderson. “He always 
knows what to say and is like my 
own personal therapist. I’m so 
thankful for meeting him and be-
ing able to talk to him whenever I 
need anything!”
 Mr. Sevilla is also recog-

nized for his morning smoothies. 
The Juice and Smoothie Associa-
tion (JASA) defines smoothies as 
“a healthy meal in a cup that can 
also double as a quick snack or 
dessert...which is coupled together 
with vitamin supplements.”  
 Smoothies are the drink 

of the future because there are 
many health benefits such as hav-
ing a healthy lifestyle, dieting, and 
controlling your weight.
 For Mr. Sevilla, smooth-
ies are a huge part of his lifestyle. 
Here is a quick Question and An-
swer Interview all about smooth-

ies.
Eagles Eye: Why did you get into 
smoothies?
Mr. Sevilla: I started drinking 
smoothies after I had oral cancer, 
and then I started getting into eat-
ing a whole-food plant-based diet, 
and part of my diet was drinking 
smoothies.
EE: What is your favorite smooth-
ie?
Mr. Sevilla: One that has a com-
bination of greens and fruits and 
berries. Usually kale or swiss chard 
with strawberries and bananas and 
coconut milk.
EE: Would you have a smoothie 
business?
Mr. Sevilla: No. It would defeat 
the purpose of me having a good 
diet. Part of me having a good diet 
is having good health, and opening 
up a smoothie business would be 
very stressful.  And it would take 
away all the healthy aspects of 
my life. 
EE: Are all of your smoothies 
organic?
Mr. Sevilla: All of them. Every 
ingredient that goes in it is organic.
EE: Do you make your own 
smoothies?
Mr. Sevilla: I make my own 
smoothies.

EE: What kind of blender do you 
use?
Mr. Sevilla: I use the Vitamix.
EE: How often do you have 
smoothies per week?
Mr. Sevilla: I have a smoothie 
every single day in the morning, 
first period.
EE: Would you have smoothies in 
the afternoon?
Mr. Sevilla: No, I have raw veggies 
in the afternoon.
EE: How do you say smoothie in 
Spanish?
Mr. Sevilla: Malteadas (Malt - tey- 
ah -dahs).

If you want to learn more about 
smoothies, visit http://www.
smoothiecentral.com and http://
www.healthysmoothiehq.com.

Center: Mr. Sevilla drinks one of his 
own concotions: a healthy, home-
made smoothie. Photo courtesy of Lia 
Horyczun. 

Trending: 
Temporary jewelry tats are where it’s at!
Martha Hegley ’16
EE Senior Lifestyle Editor

 There has been a new 
and trendy fashion craze on the 
rise. Temporary metallic body 
tattoos that look like jewelry are 
sweeping the fashion scene both 
on the red carpet and at Trumbull 
High.  
 These silver and gold 
jewelry tattoos can be applied as 
bracelets, necklaces, rings, or state-
ment 
piec-
e s . 
They 
h a v e 
b e e n 
sport-
e d 
tradi-
t ion-
a l l y 
a s 
regu-
l a r 
j e w -
e l r y, 
b u t 
t h e y 
a r e 
a l s o 
seen in more creative 
ways such as henna style on 
hands, or placed on the back. 
 This new design has been 
worn by many celebrities on red 
carpets and other events. Every-

one in Hollywood from Vanessa 
Hudgens and Colbie Caillat to 
Sarah Jessica Parker and even 
Beyonce are all buzzing about this 
up and coming trend. 
 A company by the name 
of Flash Tattoos started this prod-
uct, and it has since been repli-
cated by multiple companies. In an 
interview with Miranda Burnett, 
the founder of Flash Tattoos, she 
stated that,  “I came across an im-
age of beautiful women applying 

intricate 
patterns 

of 24K gold leaf on their bodies 
in a magazine. I wanted to put a 
fun spin on couture jewelry.” 
 One wonderful quality 

about these jewelry tattoos is 
that they are temporary. They 
last from four to six days, which 
is the perfect amount of time. 
You are free to change up your 
style every week, which allows 
you try out new designs and dif-
ferent applications. There is no 
commitment and no pain of a real 
tattoo. You can use coconut oil to 
remove these tattoos in no time. 
 Another thing that 
makes these so popular is that 

they are very inexpensive. 
You would think that they 
would cost much more 
than they do. These tattoos 
are equipped with 50-60 
individual tattoos, or four 
sheets, and can cost as 
little as $10.
  E m m a 
Schober, a junior at Trum-
bull High School, says, “I 
like them because they 
create this cool bohemian 
look. I would use them 
at a concert outdoors, a 
festival, or a carnival.”
  You can pur-
chase these tattoos at 
flashtat.com or in Char-
lotte Russe in the Trum-

bull Mall. As the website says, 
you can wear them to “the beach, 
the pool, parties, festivals, con-
certs… Just apply, glimmer and 
go!”

“When asked to define  
Mr. Pablo Sevilla... 
most would sum him 
up in three words: 

funny, enthusiastic, and 
smoothies.” 

Photo courtesy of teluguone.com.

Temporary jewlery tattoos are gaining popularity amongst Hollywood 
celebrities and even Trumbull High School students. Lasting only four 
to six days, they truly work for all  events ranging from prom to music  
festivals. Photo courtesy of  etsy.com.  
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OOTD - Outfit of the day
A glimpse of outfits around Trumbull High School

Martha Hegley ‘16
EE Senior Lifestyle Editor

Katie Rubin  (‘16): Katie is sporting a 
blue and red patterned sweater from 
American Eagle. She pairs this with navy 
blue jeans that bring out the blues in her 
sweater. This look is both cozy and stylish.

Courtney Walsh  (‘16):Courtney’s 
black and white striped shirt is com-
plemented by a green jacket; both are 
from Urban Outfitters. This look is 
chic and comfortable. 

Cassandra Howard -Sebas (‘16):  Cas-
sandra is ready for spring with her 
beautiful floral dress from Forever 
21. To keep warm she adds a gray 
cardigan from Old Navy.

Jared Stickle  (‘16): Jared wears a 
graphic tee and jeans with a statement 
leather jacket from David Bitton Buf-
falo. This jacket is a great way to take a 
casual outfit to the next level.

Shravan Wadhwa  (‘16): 
Shravan is pairing com-
fort and style with this col-
lared David Bitton Buffalo 
t-shirt.

Nick Montimurro  (‘16): Nick is wearing 
a blue button down shirt under a cream 
sweater from Uniqlo paired with khakis. 
This look is classic and a perfect way to 
dress up your wardrobe.

All student photographs courtesy of Lia Horyczun. 

Photo courtesy of clker.com.



12 Sports
The Eagle’s Eye                              April 1, 2015 Issue 4

Tennis team searches for new coach

Bhavya Bhushan‘16
EE Assistant Sports Editor

Leaning into the curve, Tyler Gleen (far right) runs the last lap of the 600m run at FCIAC Champion-
ships, winning his heat and placing second overall. Photo courtesy of Fred Gaston Photography.

    Sophomore Tyler Gleen had an 
exceptional indoor track season, 
making it all the way to Nation-
als. Gleen started off his second 
year on the track team well, 
qualifying for the CIAC LL meet 
in the 55m dash (6.98), the 300m 
dash (37.36), and the 600m run 
(1:24.28). 
   At FCIAC Western Division 
Championships in Wilton on Janu-
ary 31, Gleen placed second in the 
300m dash with a time of 38.97. In 
addition, he ran the last leg of the 
4x375m relay, helping the relay 
team made up of Gleen, junior 
Dylan McEniry, sophomore Co-
lin McLevy, and freshman Tyler 
Rubush place first (3:32.32) and 
take home gold medals.
   In addition, Gleen led the 
4x400m relay and the sprint med-
ley relay at FCIAC championships 
and CIAC LL Championships. 
At FCIACs, which took place at 
Floyd Little Athletic Center in 
New Haven on February 5, Gleen 
ran the last leg of the 4x400, run-
ning a split of 51.61. The 4x400 
made up of McEniry, Gleen, 
McLevy, and junior Taylor Auten 
had a time of 3:40.7. 
   Gleen also ran the 800m leg 
of the Sprint Medley Relay at 
FCIACs. Gleen caught up to 
Greenwich’s last leg, who was 
50 meters ahead of him, and then 
gained 50 meters more to secure a 
5th place victory for the relay team 

    Gleen went on to win the 600m 
run at CIAC Open Championships 
at Hillhouse on February 21 with 
a time of 1:22.50. Though only a 
sophomore competing with juniors 
and seniors, Gleen proved himself 
to be the fastest 600m runner in 
the state. 
    “Tyler races to win. A lot of kids 
worry more about times than any-
thing,” said Dylan McEniry. “Put 
Tyler in a heat though, and he’s out 
to be the fastest kid on the track.”
     He proved himself to be one of 
the fastest runners in New England 
when he placed fourth at New Eng-

land Championships on February 
27 at the Reggie Lewis Center in 
Boston with a time of 1:22.36. The 
race had a very close finish, with 
times differing by only hundredths 
of a second. Gleen only knew for 
certain about his accomplishment 
when the results were posted. He 
said, “It was amazing just to get 
there, and after my race I felt pretty 
good about how I ran. I thought I 
placed first in my heat but I was 
shy by .02 of a second. But I still 
placed fourth in the meet and it was 
an amazing experience for both my 
coaches and me.” 
    On March 13, Gleen finished 
off his season competing at New 
Balance Nationals at the Armory 
in Manhattan. The sophomore 
competed in the 400 meter dash 
Emerging Elite, finishing the race 
in 51.32. 
    Gleen said, “Nationals was really 
fun. Runners from all across the 
country came to race which made 
it even... more competitive. I had 
a blast and I think every runner 
should experience it.” 
    Throughout the season, Gleen has 
also been  a supportive teammate.  
    “Tyler is a great guy. He always 
had a positive attitude no matter 
what,” says Taylor Auten. “He al-
ways encourages his teammates to 
work their hardest and backs it up 
by setting a great example. Despite 
the fact that he’s state champion in 
the 600, he’s extremely humble, 
never once bragging. And he’s just 
a genuinely nice guy.”
 

of senior William Bender, Gleen, 
McEniry, and Rubush (3:49.50). 
    At CIAC LL Championships 
in New Haven on February 16, 
Gleen ran the final leg of the 
4x4(3:42.87), made up of Gleen, 
McEniry, McClevy, and Rubush. 
In addition, he ran the 800m leg 
of the SMR, which was made up 
of Gleen, McEniry, McLevy, and 
Rubush (3:59.61). 
   However, his biggest accom-
plishments came in the 600m run. 
Gleen won the race at FCIAC 
Western Division Championships 
with a time of 1:28.09. Though 

slightly disappointed to place 
second at FCIAC Championships 
(1:25.36) to Ridgefield’s Johna-
than Keating, Gleen made up for 
it by placing first at the CIAC LL 
meet with a time of 1:22.98, beat-
ing Keating. 
    Taylor Auten said, “ Every race 
he runs he gives his 100% hardest 
effort. He goes into it wanting the 
win, and runs to get it. He is not 
only able to visualize the race, but 
adapt and make changes during it 
to run the best race he can. As a 
sophomore, he has a bright future 
ahead of him.”   

Tommy Switzgable ‘15
EE  Senior Sports Editor

      The crack of a new can of 
tennis balls and the tightening of 
the nets on the court mean one 
thing, that tennis season (and 
other spring sports) is around the 
corner. This season, though, the 
Trumbull High boys tennis team 
is already off to a tough start. 
    Coach Abe Breslow, father of 
Boston Red Sox pitcher Craig 
Breslow, announced his retire-
ment early March after 34 years of 
coaching the team. The announce-
ment came unexpectedly, as the 
last season he had been planning 
what to do for the current one.
      “I was surprised and sad-
dened,” said senior Nikhil Ram-
achandran, one of three captains 
on the team. “I really enjoyed his 
coaching style and wish he did 
not leave.”
       Much speculation had been 
going around to who the new 
coach was going to be. One of the 
leading prospects was Marcy Ru-
benstein, a former semi-profes-
sional tennis player and owner of 
the Rubenstein Tennis Academy 
in Trumbull. She occasionally 
filled in as coach when Breslow 
could not be in attendance.
      Another leading prospect was 
Charles Akinloye, former ATP 

World Tour player and the head 
pro at the Trumbull Racquet Club. 
When asked if he would take the 
job, he declined saying he was 
very happy with the position he 
currently had. He did suggest that 
one of his pros at the club would 
apply for the job.
   After a few weeks with no news, 
captains Thaddeus Cullina and 
Tommy Switzgable were invited 
into Athletic Director Michael 

King’s office where he would an-
nounce the new coaches. 
     During the meeting, he said that 
the coaches would be Mrs. San-
telli, a French teacher at Trumbull 
High School, and Vanessa Pardo, a 
tennis pro at the Weston Racquet 
Club. He also announced that all 
home matches in May have been 
moved to Tashua Knolls so that the 
team will be able to play under the 
lights and garner a crowd. 

On track for success

Schedule: 
Baseball:
Fri. 4/10 v New Canaan 4:00 
Mon. 4/20 v Wilton 4:30
Softball:
Wed. 4/8 v Newtown 4:00
Mon 4/13 v Nonnewaug 4:00
Boys golf:
Tue. 4/21 v St.Joseph 3:30
Wed. 4/22 v Staples 3:30
Wed. 4/22 v New Cannan 3:30
Girls golf:
Thu. 4/23 v New Canaan 3:30
Thu. 4/23 v Staples 3:30
Mon. 4/27 v Ridgefield 3:30
Boys lacrosse:
Wed. 4/15 v New Canaan 6:00
Sat. 4/18 v St. Joseph 4:00
Girls lacrosse:
Wed. 4/8 v Ridgefield 5:30
Fri. 4/10 v Weston 5:30
Sat 4/11 v Newtown 6:00
Boys tennis:
Wed. 4/8 v Brien McMahon 4:00
Fri 4/10 v Masuk 3:45
Girls tennis:
Thu. 4/9 v New Canaan 4:00
Mon. 4/13 v Norwalk 10:00
Boys track and field:
Thu. 4/9 v Stamford 4:00
Girls track and field:
Thu. 4/9 v Stamford 4:00
Boys volleyball:
Wed. 4/8 v Warde/Ludlowe 5:30
Fri. 4/10 v St. Joseph 5:30

     The hunt is now over for a new 
coach. The team will focus on 
their season, and their chances of 
making states. Last year the Eagles 
lost a heartbreaker to Bunnell that 
would have solidified their place in 
states. They finished 8-10, one win 
shy from making states. 
      Keep an eye out for the Eagles 
this year, and make sure you attend 
one of the nine free home matches. 

Thadeus Coullina prepares to hit the ball during a home game last season. Photo courtesy of Robert 
Taylor Photography. 
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A Senior ’s  Scoff

It’s our phone we can do what 
we want
It’s our phone we can say what 
we want
It’s our phone we can call who 
we want
We can tweet what we want 
We can post what we want

It’s our phone we can do what 
we want
It’s our phone we can say what 
we want
It’s our phone we can call who 
we want
We can tweet what we want 
We can post what we want

iPhones and Androids everywhere
Instagramming like we don’t care
Wi-Fi allows us to have fun now
But teachers say that they are not 
allowed

“If you’re not ready to learn here
Even with your phone near
Cause we are doing math right 
now 
Adding, subtracting, and learning 
how”

But la da de da de
We like to tweet
From a classroom seat
Saying whatever we want

Posting vids
Taking candids

And we can’t stop
Cause Wi-Fi’s on top
BYOD has owned the night
It is used with all its might
And we can’t stop
Cause Wi-Fi’s on top
Teachers don’t think that it’s 
alright
But we need it to help us write
Yea

It’s our phone we can do what 
we want
It’s our phone we can say what 
we want
It’s our phone we can call who 
we want
We can tweet what we want 
We can post what we want

-To the students with all their 
phones out there
With teachers saying get them 
outta here
Remember that Wi-Fi’s there 
for us
Forget them haters
Cause it’s a definite plus

And for class it’s an important tool
Researching new things that are 
very cool
It’s not all about Snapchat
Wi-Fi’s not always for that

But la da de da de
We like to tweet
From a classroom seat
Saying whatever we want
Posting vids
Taking candids

And we can’t stop
Cause Wi-Fi’s on top
BYOD has owned the night
It is used with all its might
And we can’t stop
Cause Wi-Fi’s on top
Teachers don’t think that it’s 
alright
But we need it to help us write
Yea

Wi-Fi on top  
(Parody to “We Can’t Stop” by Miley Cyrus)

It’s our phone we can do what we 
want
It’s our phone we can say what 
we want
It’s our phone we can call who 
we want
We can tweet what we want 
We can post what we want

It’s our phone we can do what we 
want to 
Teachers don’t like it
But then what do we have to do?
Wi-Fi helps
With school and fun stuff too
Then they need to agree 
Because they know that it’s true

Josh Madwed ‘15
EE Contributor

I stay up to late
Got Junos everyday
They don’t give us time to play 
(mmm mmm)
They don’t give us time to play 
(mmm mmm)

Pre-calc formulas to equate
Colleges send us our fate
They don’t give us time to play 
(mmm mmm)
They don’t give us time to play 
(mmm mmm)

But we keep stressin’
And the teachers keep assessin’
It’s like they keep on bettin’
How much time until we all 
explode

‘Cause the teachers gonna teach 
teach teach teach teach
and the parents gonna screech 
screech screech screech screech
baby we’re just gonna tweet tweet 
tweet tweet tweet
a senior’s scoff, a senior’s scoff

Admissions gonna send send send 
send send
our education’s gonna end end 
end end end
baby we’re just gonna trend trend 
trend trend trend
a senior’s scoff, a senior’s scoff

I’m after school till four
sometimes a little more
They forget I’m a senior (mmm 
mmm)
They forget I’m a senior (mmm 

mmm)

I still got the common app (still got 
the common app)
I have to sip down three million 
frappes (you need to sip those 
frappes)
I just wanna take a nap (mmm 
mmm)
Just want to take a nap (mmm 
mmm)

But we keep stressin’

And the teachers keep assessin’
It’s like they keep on bettin’
How much time until we all ex-
plode

‘Cause the teachers gonna teach 
teach teach teach teach
and the parents gonna screech 
screech screech screech screech
baby we’re just gonna tweet tweet 
tweet tweet tweet
a senior’s scoff, a senior’s scoff

Admissions gonna send send send 
send send
our education’s gonna end end end 
end end
baby we’re just gonna trend trend 
trend trend trend
a senior’s scoff, a senior’s scoff

Hey hey hey
just think while you’ve been grad-
ing thousands and thousands of 
math quizzes every night, you 
could have been relaxing to this 
sick beat

My teacher gave me a pop quiz
she’s like “Oh my god” I’ll just 
count this twice
and to the college over there some-
one needs to say a prayer
because I just want to get in (in in)

Photo courtesy of www.softcoresoph-
istry.com.

Illustration by Alison Kuznitz and Brit-
tany Kubicko. 

Yea, Yea, Yea
And we can’t stop
Cause Wi-Fi’s on top
BYOD has owned the night
It is used with all its might
And we can’t stop
Cause Wi-Fi’s on top
Teachers don’t think that it’s alright
But we need it to help us write
Yea

Photos courtesy of store.apple.com and
tumblr.com.      

Illustration by Brittany Kubicko. 

Brittany Kubicko ‘15
EE Co-Editor in Chief 

(To the tune of  Taylor Swift’s  Shake i t  Off)
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Caution...wet sidewalk?
Brittany Kubicko ‘15
EE Co-Editor in Chief

    The great amount of snow com-
ing down through the months of 
January and February has brought 
some wet conditions. To prevent 
students from getting injured, the 
custodians decided to put out some 
wet floor signs to keep everyone 
safe from the wetness.  
     These signs are being placed on 
the sidewalks, and all of adminis-
tration agrees that it is beneficial 
for everyone. 
     “The administration and I think 
that the wet sidewalks are a huge 
danger to our student body,” says 
Principal Marc Guarino. “Their 
shoes and pants can get wet, and 
that can affect their mood for the 
rest of the day. Students need to 
have their best attitudes to go 
through the day, and these wet floor 
signs are beneficial to the whole 
student body.”
     Indeed, a majority of the students 
think that it is very beneficial to 
have these wet floor signs out. 

     “I feel better with the signs 
out on the sidewalks because they 
make me feel protected,” says 
sophomore Maggie Magee. 
     Junior Aubrey White agrees, 
saying, “I don’t get my clothes or 
school work wet, so I’m in a better 
mood for the rest of the day.”
     Sounds like the plan is work-
ing out, right? Well, not really. 
For some reason, there seems to 
a shortage of well floor signs at 
THS. By protecting portable and 
agriscience-goers, now students 
inside the building are in danger 
of pesky puddles outside of bath-
rooms or in the commons. 
     According to the nurse’s office, 
injuries from slips and falls inside 
school have increased by 300%.  
Additionally, a total of 50 students 
have fallen down the broken, open 
elevator due to no sign protecting 
the entrance. 
     With spring coming around, it 
is time to make a change: bring the 
signs inside. It will keep the stu-
dents safer, because a body is more 
important than having wet pants. 

These wet floor signs outside, near the portables, are supposed to protect students from treacherous sidewalks. Yet, this 
strategic plan has led to an unprecedented number of injuries inside of the THS building. Photo courtesy of Lia Horyczun. 

Are we narcissistic for 
printing this?!?

Hey, look! The THS Black Hole is reading the same newspaper you are reading 
right now. Photo courtesy of Zaineb Haroon. 

The delayed delay call
Comic courtesy of Lahari Kota, ‘15
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