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 College and Career Readiness
 Forum slated for Jan. 6

Kate Ariano ‘18
EE Staff Writer

     This year’s Superintendent’s 
College and Career Readiness 
Forum, scheduled for Wednesday, 
January 6, at 7 PM in the Trum-
bull High School Auditorium, 
will strive to expose students to 
opportunities that Trumbull High, 
as well as the middle and even 
elementary schools, offer in form-
ing the bridge between childhood 
education and college and career 
life. The invitation reaches out to 
students from eighth to twelfth 
grade as well as their parents.
     Originated by the district, 
along with the Business Educa-
tion Initiative (BEI) in Trumbull 
(a partnership of businesses, edu-
cators, the community, and town 
government which provides K-12 
students with a better understand-
ing of careers and the business 
environment), the forum has en-
hanced the awareness of students 
and their parents of opportunities 
after high school. 
     The Academic Challenge for 

Excellence Foundation (ACE) is 
another local organization whose 
main goal is to support clubs that 
correspond with this mission. 
Members and alumni of these 
clubs with be incorporated into 
this forum as well.
     Ideally, the ACE Foundation 
and BEI want to illustrate to the 
audience that the goal of the ACE 
Supported Groups on all levels of 
the Trumbull Public School Sys-
tem is to further what students are 
learning in their classrooms and 
assist them in applying it to real 
world situations. These so-called 
“21st-century skills” are what 
groups like Model UN or Odyssey 
of the Mind are trying to prepare 
students to utilize. 
     Trumbull Public Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Gary Cialfi 
commented on these necessary 
qualities, saying,  “[It means] tak-
ing the basic skills and content that 
you’ve learned in the classroom, 
and then applying them to a real 
situation that requires you to think 

creatively, think critically, be in-
novative in how you are going to 
solve problems, [and] to be able to 
communicate effectively.” 
     By having students and alumni 
of Trumbull High standing side-
by-side with leaders of today’s 
community, the message that there 
is an incredibly wide range of op-
portunity for students to succeed 
in their area of interest will clearly 
be expressed.
     “When you’re looking at what’s 
going to make you successful in 
college, what’s going to make you 
successful in the business world, 
why not hear it right from those 
people?” says Dr. Cialfi .
     This is precisely what the forum 
in January plans to do: present to 
students and their parents real-
world examples of real people 
from a real town not only getting 
into the college they wanted or 
getting the job they applied for, 
and not only surviving in their 
position, but thriving.

Manan Manchanda ‘19
EE Staff Writer

Yale Model Congress gets things 
done (and takes home the rewards)

     Trumbull High’s Model 
Congress team had the honor 
of going to Yale University this 
past weekend to partake in Yale 
Model Congress (YMC). These 
students were given the 
opportunity to debate 
real world issues and 
formulate opinions on 
other delegates’ bills.
     Model Congress 
provides high school 
students with an oppor-
tunity to learn about and 
experience the American 
legislative system fi rst 
hand. 
     Yale Model Congress, 
like the U. S. Congress, 
consists of small, spe-
cialized committees of 
approximately 20 stu-
dents modeling the committees 
in the U.S. House and Senate. 
Delegates from all over present 
their bills in these specialized 
committees. Bills and resolutions 
passed in committee sessions 
earn consideration in the full 
House or Senate. Those passed 
during full sessions reach the Yale 

Model Congress President, model-
ing the Unites States’ president, 
who signs them into YMC law.
     The students’ hours spent 
writing, formatting, and practic-
ing bills were worth it since they 
represented THS very well, with 
10+ bills passed out of the 16 that 

were created.
     Miss Boland, advisor of THS 
Model Congress, says, “Yale Mod-
el Congress is showing that it’s a 
bit more effi cient at passing leg-
islation than the U.S. Congress.”
     Two THS Model Congress 
members earned awards at clos-
ing ceremonies. Nick Marchenko 

(’17) earned an award for Best 
Delegate in the Senate Committee 
on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Development. David Marchenko 
(’17) earned an Honorable Men-
tion in the Senate Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor and 
Pensions.

     After the con-
ference, Junior 
and Model Con-
g r e s s  m e m b e r 
Jacob Fried (’17) 
said, “After go-
ing to Yale Model 
Congress last year 
with less than 10 
members, it was 
amazing to see so 
many of our stu-
dents participating 
this year.”
This is a great start 
to the year for the 
Model Congress 

team. Hopefully, they will con-
tinue to do as well at other confer-
ences later this year. 

Pictured to the left: The Model Con-
gress team poses at Yale with their 
coach Ms. Boland. Photo courtesy of 

Manan Machanda.

Bicen Sweeps the 
State

Kiki Yalamanchili ‘17
EE Senior Features Editor

     Major congratulations are in 
order for Ms. Boland and her We 
The People team, as they have once 
again been crowned Bicentennial 
State Champions on December 
11th at Central Connecticut State 
University. This year, the team also 
swept the state in each individual 
unit category, making this class 
truly unique. 
     We The People is run by Civ-
ics First Connecticut, a non-profi t 
association which conducts civics-

related education programs and 
projects in Connecticut’s schools. 
Specifi cally, their We The People 
program was established to “pro-
mote civic competence and respon-
sibility” amongst all American 
students. The program has been 
run since 1987, and has educated 
over 28 million students during 
its lifetime.
      What makes this team truly 
excel is Ms. Boland’s enduring 
efforts along with the students’ 
hard work. Nikaash Pasnoori, 
a senior on the BICEN team, 
said,“Under the careful guidance 
of Ms. Boland, we {the class} have 
progressed so much father than I 
thought we would.”
      Winning the competition has 
reminded him “how far the class 
has come as a team,” and he is 
grateful to be a part of such a won-
derful program here at Trumbull 
High School.
     Ms. Boland herself was thrilled 
at the win. “This class is absolutely 
amazing,” Boland said. 
      “They are hardworking and 
caring toward one another. They 
truly exemplify what it means to 
be a team. They were all so poised 
and confi dent in front of the judges. 

It was amazing to watch.”
     Night of the the Experts, an 
evening that simulates the ac-
tual competition, as well an earlier 
competiton-like practice and a trip 
to a prestigious law offi ce in New 
York City have truly prepared these 
Trumbull High seniors for the ac-
tual competition. 
     In addition, the class’s tireless 
hours of perfecting their speeches 
and familiarizing themselves with 
every possible topic concerning 
their unit has brought Trumbull We 
the People to glory. 
 Facing down competi-

tive teams from St. Joseph’s High 
School of Trumbull, Greenwich 
High, Immaculate High in Dan-
bury, South Windsor High, Staples 
High of Westport and Torrington 
High, they came away with a score 
of 1047 points out of 1080, with 
the next highest team, Greenwich 
High, scoring only 995.
   Team members include James 
Allen, W. Taylor Auten, Bhavya 
Bhushan, Matthew Buckwald, 
Kristi Bui, Emily Ciancimino, Ava 
Gallo, Erin Garrity, Zachary Gott-
schall, Katherine Griffi n, Nathalia 
Hernandez, Dylan McEniry, James 
McEwan, Rebecca Molinoff, Dante 
Montanaro, Nikaash Pasnoori, 
Emily Ramsey, Spencer Rauner, 
Caroline Slack, Aravind Suresh-
babu, Gabrielle Tropp, Rachel 
Tropp, Benjamin Vu, and Madeline 
Weinstein.
  Congrats, THS We The People! 
Trumbull High looks forward to 
seeing you sweep the country next.

Pictured above, this year’s team mem-
bers stand in front of the CCSU Social 
Sciences building where the competi-

tion took place.  
Photo courtesy of Katie Boland.
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Kristi Bui ‘16
EE Managing Editor

THS Orchestra performs in annual String Fling concert

     On Wednesday, November 18, 
the members of the Trumbull High 
School Orchestra performed in 
their annual String Fling concert. 
This concert featured not only 
the members of the high school 
orchestra, but the members of the 
middle school and elementary 
school orchestras as well. 
     There was a wide variety of 
music performed at the concert, 
ranging from classical to pop. The 
high school orchestra performed 
“Hero’s Journey” by Soon Hee 
Newbold, “The Magical World 
of Harry Potter,” and “Peer Gynt 
suite Movements 1 and 4.” They 
also performed “Viking” with the 
middle school orchestras, and 
“Pepperoni Pizza Rock” with all 
of the orchestras present at the 
event.
     The String Fling concert was 

the first performance for new 
Trumbull High school orchestra 
teacher Ms. Karlan. Subsequently, 
preparing for the con-
cert this year was more 
hectic, as senior violin-
ist Bhavya Bhushan 
recalled. 
    “We didn’t get to 
play on the stage be-
fore the concert, and 
we thought we’d have 
time to during the re-
hearsal but we didn’t. 
But it didn’t affect our 
performance and we 
played a great con-
cert,” Bhushan stated.
      Playing 
in the String Fling for 
her first time as con-
certmistress, Bhushan 
found the performance 
to be fun, despite the 
pressures of perform-
ing.

     “It was my first time performing 
as concertmistress so I was ner-
vous before we started playing,” 

(left to right) Benjamin Vu, Lauren Knapp, Jennifer Hance and 
Bhavya Bhushan pose for a photo during the THS annual String 

Fling. Photo courtesy of Bhavya Bhushan.

Bhushan said. ‘“I was putting a 
lot of pressure on myself to not 
mess up before the concert started 

but once I started 
playing I relaxed 
and had fun. Lau-
ren [Knapp] and 
I had a couple of 
solos in “Harry 
Po t te r”  which 
were really fun 
because I enjoyed 
that arrangement 
a lot.”’
     This was the 
last String Fling 
B h u s h a n  p e r -
formed in for her 
high school ca-
reer, which she 
describes as a 
weird yet fulfill-
ing experience.  
     “My first one 
feels like yester-
day. I’m so glad I 

decided to continue with orchestra 
so I could be a part of such a huge 
concert every year and I’m really 
sad I won’t get to be a part of it next 
year,” she said.
     Senior violinist Lauren Knapp 
also reflected on her last String 
Fling performance and having a 
new conductor. 
    “I was sad that Mr. Elkins wasn’t 
there to conduct for my last string 
fling, but Ms. Karlan is really 
listening to our ideas and getting 
our input so it feels more like an 
orchestra than a class with her as 
our teacher,” Knapp stated.  
     Knapp enjoyed the diversity of 
the performance as well as having 
the opportunity to hear the other 
orchestras. “I really liked the mu-
sic we played,” Knapp said. “We 
had a wide range of styles. I think 
the elementary school and middle 
school kids really enjoyed it and 
I enjoyed hearing them as well as 
playing with them.”

Mock Trial achieves victory
Rachel Tropp ‘16
EE Editor-in-Chief

     On Thursday, December 
10, the THS Mock Trial juniors 
and seniors attended a regional 
competition at the Waterbury 
Superior Courthouse. Just the 
previous week, the Futures team, 
comprised of freshmen and sopho-
mores, won their competition, 
and the pressure was high for the 
upperclassmen, whose win would 
allow them to progress to the next 
levels of competi-
tion. 
     To prepare for 
this round, the 
Mock Trial stu-
dents have been 
meeting regularly 
s ince October. 
The closer to the 
competition, the 
more frequently 
they met and the 
longer their meet-
ings became. They 
needed to memo-
rize speeches that, 
for some, were al-
most 20 minutes 
long,  al though 
they aren’t read 
all at once. 
     The day before 
the competition, 
the team could be 
seen pacing the THS hallways 
after school reciting their speeches 
and getting in last-minute practice. 
     Each trial is 2 ½ to 3 hours long, 
and includes an opening statement 
from each side, direct questioning 
of witnesses, cross-examinations 
with objections, and a closing 
argument from both sides. The 
teams are meant to each have 12 
members, with 3 defense attorneys 
and witnesses as well as 3 pros-
ecution attorneys and witnesses 
on each team. Since the 3 THS 
teams had fewer than the required 
12 members,  some people played 

two roles. 
     The story of the trial revolved 
around obese, pregnant Renee 
Bennett, who drove to the hospital 
when she could no longer feel her 
baby moving. On the way there, 
18-year-old Brock Suzik crashed 
into her car, killing her baby and 
paralyzing her except for her eye-
lids. The prosecution claims that 
Brock was drunk and committed a 
hit-and-run, and because the baby 
was killed in the crash, he commit-
ted a felony murder. The defense 

claimed that the baby wasn’t mov-
ing and so it was dead prior to the 
accident, and that Brock wasn’t 
drunk or the one who caused the 
accident. The final verdict was up 
in the air, and whichever team had 
the strongest support would win. 
     The team was coached to great-
ness by Mr. August, Ms. Brad-
shaw, and Barbara Brown, the last 
of whom gave them great acting 
tips as they attempted to portray 
their respective roles. 
     Their opposition wasn’t an-
nounced until just before the teams 
had to compete, and both THS de-

THS takes UCMUN
fense and prosecution had to win 
in order for the team to advance. 
Two THS teams, Team August and 
Team Tyler, won and will continue 
onto the quarterfinals.
     Senior Geethika Kodakara, 
a lawyer for the defense, said, 
“With each competition, it’s al-
ways so thrilling when we find 
out the team’s advancing to the 
next round. It’s definitely a lot of 
work, and we spend a lot of time 
practicing and preparing, but the 
payoff is incredible.”

 S e -
n i o r  E l e n a 
Kemper, who 
played a wit-
ness, agreed, 
saying,  “We 
basically treat 
it like an aca-
demic sport. 
The competi-
tion was nerve-
wracking and 
we  ac tua l ly 
ended up fac-
ing a team we 
met at quarter 
finals last year 
under the same 
judge, which 
just made the 
s t akes  even 
h i g h e r .  We 
were holding 
our  t i t le  up 

against the same team. Alll in all, 
though, we came out on a top.” 
     The next round will take place 
in January, but until then, the vic-
torious teams can rest and prepare. 

Pictured to the top left: Olivia Bel-
lero, Isha Dalal, Dario Arganese, 
Vanessa Woods, Annika Redgate, 
Elizabeth Wynne, Bella Ryder. Bottom 
Left: Devanshi Thakkar, Astonique 
Robinson, Emma Schober, Geethika 
Kodakara, Elena Kemper, Melissa 
Doran, Lauren DeNomme, Sarah 
Angelo, Steven Stanton, and advisor 
Mr. August. Photo courtesy of ACE 
Foundation

Manya Kidambi ‘18
EE Asst. Entertainment Editor

     Recently, the students of the 
Trumbull  High School Model 
United Nations club visited the 
University of Connecticut along 
with advisors Mr. LaBarca and 
Ms. Davies to take part in the 
UCONN Model United Nations, 
or UCMUN.
    For the Model UN club, UC-
MUN is traditionally the fall 
conference, which is the first one 
of the year. Undoubtedly, this is 
a great conference for first time 
members as they have the op-
portunity to learn the skills of the 
conferences in a more relaxed 
environment.
    “When I first joined Model 
UN, I didn’t know what to ex-
pect. Developing new points of 
view and hearing those of others 
has always been something that 
interests me so, I decided to try it 
out. Initially, I was nervous for my 
first conference at UCMUN, but I 
learned pretty quickly that it’s a 
great experience. I got to meet a 
ton of new people and interact in a 
totally new type of environment,” 
said sophomore Vittorio Colicci.
     This conference tested the abili-
ties of the club members as they 
went through 3 days of debate on 
pressing worldwide issues. Topics 
ranged from granting asylum, to 
whistleblowers, the use of private 
military companies, and AIDS. 
    Trumbull High took home a total 
of 9 awards from this conference, 
including the award for the Best 
Delegate in the Entire Conference, 
or the Betty Hanson Award. 
    The recipient of this award 
was junior Kiki Yalamanchili, 
who won Best Delegate last year 
at UCMUN. Students also took 
home Honorable Mentions for 
Best Delegate, Best Delegate, and 
Most Improved Delegate awards. 

    To provide an introduction, the 
Model United Nations club essen-
tially focuses on coming up with 
a resolution to a topic, such as the 
ones mentioned above. 
    This is done through a series 
of debates and committee ses-
sions that can last hours. A few 
rounds of debate on one topic is 
usually followed by a working 
paper, which is a basic outline 
of what the resolution entails. It 
can be changed when different 
countries disagree. 
    This club appeals to students of 
all interests because the topics can 
be scientific as well as historical,   
perfect for any student interested 
in joining a club and getting in-
volved. 
     “I’ve definitely found a passion 
in MUN and think that it’s perfect 
for anyone who is looking for 
something different and exciting 
as well,” said Colicci.
   “Having taken home so many 
awards, going to UCMUN made 
me proud to be a part of THS-
MUN,” said sophomore Stefano 
Mancini, who is the under-sec-
retary general of Trumbull High 
School’s Model UN club. 
     Not only is Model UN an excel-
lent club to participate in because 
it is an extremely rewarding ex-
perience, but the togetherness of 
the club as a whole is significant.
     “I can’t stress enough the 
bonds we created as a club on the 
trip - when our long days discuss-
ing environmental standards and 
weapons reductions were over, we 
always had a great time as a club, 
and this really attests to the spirit 
we have and how passionate we 
are about the club. I can’t speak 
highly enough about UCMUN 
and the club itself,” said Mancini. 
     Clearly, Model UN is one of 
the best clubs at Trumbull High 
School, and the most recent trip 
to UConn was a great success!
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      Opinions
Go Google or No Google?

Jessica Parillo ‘18
EE Senior Opinions Editor

     In this day and age, technol-
ogy has become an important 
part of our everyday lives. Admit 
it-- we’ve all become glued to our 
smartphones, we’re constantly 
checking social media, and we’ve 
spent countless hours binge-
watching shows through websites 
that stream movies instantly. It’s 
hard to deny the impact modern 
devices have on our daily routines. 
The question is, how big a role 
should technology play in schools 
and education?
     New policy for the 2015 school 
year here at Trumbull High en-
courages teachers to incorporate 
Google Classroom into their 
teaching methods. Previously, 
students had been working with 
programs such as Google Drive 
or Edmodo to communicate with 
other classmates and virtually 
complete assignments. However, 
many have found Google Class-
room to be much more efficient 
and comprehensible. 
     “Google Classroom is a great 
place for students to go to get all 

their information,” says Technol-
ogy Integration Specialist Mrs. 
Pacelli. “All their resources are 
in one place.”           
     Additionally, the program al-
lows teachers to post assignments 
or links which are then accessible 
to students on mobile devices. 
Work can be turned in and vir-
tually graded, and teachers can 
provide personal feedback. All of 
a student’s work is displayed in 
one organized account. 
     Another draw to this program 
is how easy it is to use. The Fresh-
man Foundations classes in the 
school help students explore and 
learn the program. Many teachers 
are also new to Google Classroom, 
and those who are reluctant to use 
it typically do not feel entirely 
comfortable with using a new 
system. However, workshops are 
available for teachers to learn their 
way around it as well. 
     The program has received much 
positive feedback from students 
and teachers alike. 
     “It helps students feel more 
connected with their peers and 
teachers,” says sophomore Ishan 
Negi. “It’s super easy to use and 

reduces the effort required in or-
ganizing academic tasks.”
      However, there are some who 
are less enthusiastic about its use, 
or have specific problems with 
how the program works. 
     “The main detriment of Google 
Classroom is that some teachers 
are constantly editing posts or 
posting during the day,” says soph-
omore Daejah Woolery. “Despite 
that, the benefits of easy access 
outweigh everything else.”
     Students who have the Class-
room as an app on their mobile de-
vice can often be bombarded with 
alerts and notifications every time 
a teacher updates the webpage. 
     There have also been some 
issues with posting links or files, 
but many of these technical issues 
come from teachers or students 
who are unsure how to use some 
aspects of the program. 
     Network connections have 
sometimes gone out, but this could 
just be an example of overreliance 
on the program. 
     Teachers are happy to find 
that many problems discovered 
within the Classroom have been 
addressed by Google. 

     “A lot of the things we wished 
you could do, Google has fixed 
over time. They are very respon-
sive to students and teachers,” says 
Mrs. Pacelli. 
     Included in these changes were 
the addition of a calendar and the 
ability for multiple teachers to ac-
cess one account. 
     These tools have helped to 
make Google Classroom fairly 
popular within the school. A survey 
conducted by Mrs. Pacelli showed 
that students use the program in an 
average of 2-3 classes. 
     “Being that the program has only 
been around for about a year, it’s 
remarkable how many students use 
it on a regular basis,” says Mr. Pel-
ligra. “I think Google Classroom is 

a perfect example of what technol-
ogy can provide to students.” 
      As of this year, Google Class-
room boasts over 40 million teach-
er and student users across the 
globe, and Trumbull High, being a 
Google Apps for Education district, 
contributes to this number. 
     The overall goal for implication 
of the Classroom is to help make 
THS an interactive learning com-
munity. It is to be used as a place 
for students to communicate with 
their peers and teachers for educa-
tional benefit. 
     The advantages outweigh the 
negatives, and with THS’s Bring 
Your Own Device policy, it can 
be expected that this is something 
that won’t be going anywhere soon. 

Lia Horyczun ‘16
EE Co-Managing Editor 

     It’s that time of year. Your par-
ents called you in sick for the third 
time in a row, because you only 
are thisclose to being done with 
first semester of your last year of 
high school. Homework is being 
completed the day it’s due versus 
the night before. Lack of studying 
and low quiz/test scores have been 
occurring. And 
motivation to 
strive for an A 
has declined. 
     Seniors are 
a p p r o a c h i n g 
their last mid-
terms of high 
school and ev-
erything seems 
optional. The 
hard work is 
finally paying 
off. The hideous 
SATs have been 
taken, college essays have been 
written, applications are sent in 
or in the midst of being sent in, 
and the days are flying by. The 
seniors are ready to say goodbye 
to being Eagles and hello to their 
new college mascot. 
     What could possibly be affect-
ing a majority of the seniors? 
You guessed it. 

Senioritis.

     Senioritis is typical in a high 
school senior. Grades slip, ab-
sences increase, and motivation 
falls. Instead of taking AP Physics, 

students choose Honors Physics 
because it’s easier. Students want 
an easy ride out to graduation. 
     The fact that some seniors have 
already gotten their college ac-
ceptance letters puts many at ease. 
Alyssa Breunig, who has been 
accepted to St. Michael’s College 
in Vermont, stated, “I feel that my 
motivation has declined 100%.” 
     There is no concern that they 
might lose credit in a class for 
reaching 20 absences. The typical 

line in the acceptance letter that a 
student might skip over is, “Your 
admission is contingent on con-
tinued successful performance.” 
     It is not easy trying to keep up 
with harder classes, a social life, 
and extracurricular activities, yet 
there are ways to beat the flu that 
is senioritis. 
     Making sure that you keep 
below the 20 absence line will 
allow you to keep your credit. 
Keeping up with homework the 
night before will allow less stress 
for anyone rushing to finish the 
period before. Keep in mind that 
acceptance letters from college are 

not a guarantee that you graduate 
high school. That diploma is what 
gets you out. So, make sure to 
keep up your grades to earn the 
diploma. 
     Studying might become a boring 
task but there are ways to keep it 
interesting. Study with a partner 
who can bring up potential inter-
esting topics, or with some music 
low in the background, if it appeals 
to you and doesn’t distract you. 
Studying in 30-minute intervals 

w i l l  a l l o w 
you to have 
a 15-minute 
break in be-
tween. 
     Senior 
Shravan Wad-
hwa says that 
studying un-
til 9:00 helps 
him increase 
grade scores. 
He likes to 
have samosas 

as a snack in between. 
     It is up to you to finish high 
school with good grades, keep up 
the extracurriculars, and keep your 
spot for admission to college. 
     The lack of motivation to 
do anything can severely hurt 
your chances of staying in your 
dream college. Make senior year a 
memorable experience that is both 
positive and successful. Then, and 
only then, can you relax and toss 
your cap at graduation. 

Photo courtesy of oliverheatcool.com

The serious case of Senioritis

Photo Courtesy of fox.temple.edu

Photo courtesy of buzzfeed.com
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The Cup That Stole Christmas

     With everything going on in 
today’s world it may be surpris-
ing to see what has the United 
States in a controversy so early 
in the holiday season.  You may 
have heard about it, seen it, or 
drank from it.  That’s right, it’s the 
Starbucks 2015 holiday cup, and 
it has the online world in a storm.  
 Starbucks, the larg-
est coffeehouse company in the 
world, sparked a storm of con-
troversy when it released its new 
holiday cup on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 3.  Unlike previous holiday 
designs, this cup sports a plain 
red body devoid of any holiday-
themed decorations.  
 So what has people so 
mad? Many avid Starbucks cus-
tomers are outraged because they 
believe that it is an attack by the 
company against the Christmas 
season.  The supporters of this 
side of the argument have taken 
to social media, and as proof of 
the massive following of this con-
troversy, the original “Starbucks’ 

War on Christmas” video has more 
than 14 million views, according 
to Vox.  
 A l -
though previ-
ous holiday 
cups never 
e x p l i c i t l y 
m e n t i o n e d 
Chr i s tmas , 
they showed 
i m a g e s  o f 
s n o w m e n , 
snowflakes, 
h o l l y,  a n d 
other sym-
bols of the 
season, and 
many believe 
that remov-
ing them is a 
move by Star-
bucks against 
Christmas al-
together.  It is 
worth men-
tioning, however, that the coffee 
house also sells Christmas orna-
ments, advent calendars, Christ-
mas gift cards, Christmas music 
CDs, Christmas coffee blends, 

and Christmas cookies.  But none 
of these have given any rest to 
what is being called “The Red Cup 

Scandal.”
 To combat their outrage, 
many have started a movement to 
“trick” Starbucks into decorating 
their holiday cups.  When buy-

ing a drink and asked for their 
name, they instead say “Merry 
Christmas,” so that their plain red 

cups have at least a small 
reminder of Christmas 
cheer.  
     Needless to say, the 
controversy has given 
Starbucks, if it was pos-
sible, even more public-
ity, making some wonder 
if the whole “Scandal” 
was sparked by a sneaky 
campaign on the corporate 
end, falling in line with the 
saying, “All publicity is 
good publicity.” 
     Planned or not, even 
media stars are giving their 
take on the outrage of the 
red cup.  Ellen Degeneres 
weighed in on the topic 
with a jest at the supporters 
of the argument when she 
pioneered her “Starbucks 
Holiday Vision Glasses,” 

which are a pair of sunglasses with 
snowflakes and snowmen over the 
lenses, to help people who feel 
that Starbucks does not celebrate 
Christmas enough.  

Katherine Boback ‘17
EE Staff Writer

Is Starbucks ruining your holiday season?
     “So when you’re wearing these, 
you go into Starbucks and you’ll 
see Christmas everywhere you 
look,” she says, advertising the 
new glasses which are on sale for a 
reasonable price of $99, which she 
says is “slightly less than a Venti 
Frappuccino.”  
    Stephen Colbert also gave his 
comedic take when he revealed his 
version of the Starbucks holiday 
cup, which was covered in tinsel 
and Christmas lights, and sits atop 
a small Christmas tree, on The 
Late Show.  
    Even with these cracks from 
celebrities, many people are still 
up in arms about the holiday 
cups. “I think it’s stupid,” says 
Trumbull High School junior Kate 
Romanchick in direct terms. The 
same opinion was voiced by Ariana 
Rojas, another student, when she 
said, “I think you should be worried 
about other things than the color of 
a Starbucks cup.”  So what do you 
think? Is the anomaly of the “red 
cup” a strike against Christmas, or 
simply, just a plain, red cup? 

Photo courtesy of Starbucks

Arnav Srivastava ’19
EE Staff Writer

travelled 329,839 feet into outer 

     In the past, rockets built to go 
to outer space could only be used 
once. This had made space mis-
sions very expensive, as each time 
we needed to go to space, a new 
rocket had to be built, with the 
total cost to construct the vehicle 
being very expensive.                           
     Recently, however, space 
company Blue Origin had suc-
cessfully produced and tested 
a reusable rocket. The rocket, 
New Shepard, had successfully 
taken off in Western Texas and 

space, and then returned back to Earth and landed upright. The trip 
ran smoothly, exactly as planned. 
Named after Alan Shepard, the first 
person to go into outer space, this 
rocket is quite different from its 
competition.
     As Jeff Bezos, CEO of Amazon 
and founder of Blue Origin, put it, 
“Full reuse is a game changer, and 
we can’t wait to fuel up and fly 
again.” The creation of a rocket 
that can make multiple trips to 
outer space is a huge step towards 
space travel. The old once-and-
done production of rockets has 
improved, and millions no lon-
ger need to be spent in a single 

Blue Origin Successfully Creates  Reusable Rocket
outer space flight. Now, it is much 
cheaper and more convenient to 
travel past the Earth’s atmosphere. 
With the New Shepard, dreams of 
outer space tourism is very close 
to reality.
      Critics claim that the Blue Ori-
gin needs 100 times more energy 
to go farther into outer space and 
escape the Earth’s gravity. How-
ever, this space-craft is the first of 
its kind, and is just the basis for 
development.
     Now, the race to get to com-
mercial space travel continues, as 
competitors try to make a more 
powerful and sophisticated rocket.   
     Amazing feats such as this just 
show us how quickly technology 
is escalating around the world. As 
Blue Origin has already made an 
impressive breakthrough, humans 
are much closer to cheap outer 
space travel. Not only does this 
give more people the chance to 
physically experience sights out 
of our world, but it also makes 
the possibility of people settling 
down and thriving in a place away 
from Earth much more realistic. 
It is easier to transport people 
back and forth through space with 
cheaper travel. With the option for 
humans to live in other locations in 
our solar system, people no longer 
have to worry about the popula-
tion increasing beyond the Earth’s 
capacity. Who knows what new 
achievements are in store for the 
world next?
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World Language Honor Societies host annual International Dinner
Kristi Bui ‘16
EE Managing Editor

     On December 1, the members of 
the Trumbull High School world 
language honor societies and clubs 
hosted their annual International 
Dinner in the senior lounge. All 
of the clubs and honor societies, 
including the Spanish, French and 
Italian Honor Societies and the 
Spanish, French, Latin and Italian 
clubs, helped arrange and set up 
for the dinner. 
     The International Dinner began 
with the serving of food. Students 
who participated in the dinner 
brought dishes associated with 

their ethnicity to share with the 
rest of the students present. The 
dinner featured appetizers, main 
entrees, and desserts. A variety of 
foods from different cultures were 
served, including cannolis, piz-
zelles, pierogis, bint al sahn, chips 
and salsa with queso, meatballs, 
and other foods. 
     During the dinner, a live 
band comprised of senior Al-
exander Recker and freshmen 
Bryant Recker and John Recker 
performed. The band, known as 
Timberlane, performed from 3:45 
to 4:30, and they played a variety 
of music under the  request of Mrs. 
Lavorgna-Lye.   
     “We played a mix of jazz and a 

few Christmas songs. In between 
each, we just played improv,” 
Alexander Recker stated. Having 
the opportunity to perform at the 
dinner was an exciting opportunity 
for the band. “It was very different. 
A lot of kids our age do not really 
listen to jazz or know a lot about 
it so some kids didn’t know what 
we were playing. It was still a lot 
of fun to play at the dinner, though, 
because the kids who knew what 
we were playing really enjoyed 
it,” he said.
     After the dinner, three students 
performed songs, including  soph-
omore Nicole Cannone, who also 
won a dance-off during the dance 
portion of the dinner, senior Sofia 

Iacono, who sang Italian pieces, 
and a third girl, who performed 
a Russian piece. After the per-
formance, the dinner ended with 
dancing and musical chairs.
     Latin club president Meghan 
Mahar found the International 
Dinner to be a great learning expe-
rience about the different cultures 
and ethnicities of her peers. 
     “My favorite foods tend to be 
spicy, so Indian dishes at the din-
ner were my favorite,” said Mahar. 
“Eating all the foods definitely 
gave me more of an appreciation 
for other cultures, and it was re-
ally cool to see people bring some 
of their own cultures to the table 
and share their knowledge and 

Zachary Gottschall ‘16
EE Staff Writer

Winter Choir Concert brings holiday cheer to audience
Geethika Kodakara ‘16
EE Staff Photographer

traditional dishes because we don’t 
always put emphasis on diversity 
in school.”
     Mahar was also surprised by her 
peers’ performances. “It was really 
cool to see my peers singing in dif-
ferent languages, especially Sofia 
because I always see her in the halls 
and don’t know her but she has the 
voice of an angel,” Mahar stated. 
     Senior Guida Alarumi also 
found the dinner to be a surpris-
ingly fun event. “It was more fun 
than I expected,” Alarumi stated. 
“The meatballs were really good. 
I pushed some people for musical 
chairs, and there was some good 
dancing---mainly from me.”

Photo courtesy of nycgo.com Photo courtesy of dishmaps.com Photo courtesy of pinterest.com Photo courtesy of mamamancinis.com Photo courtesy of qvc.com

One note at a time
     Fingerpainting, spelling bees, 
recess — these are the moments 
that define our childhoods. That 
is, for everyone except Nicolas 
Gomez-Colon. At just eight years 
old, Nicolas had discovered the 
inner composer inside him, a 
part of him that would take him 
through tough times and provide 
him the perfect canvas to paint 
his feelings. 
     Nicolas’s story began in the 
fourth grade where, like any fourth 
grader, he was introduced to the 
recorder. Most elementary school-
ers don’t give much thought to the 
ten-inch piece of plastic, but then 
again, Nick wasn’t like most kids. 
“I liked the idea of learning with 
tiny songs, so I started writing my 
own with all the notes I was learn-
ing. I eventually shared the music 

to my class and then one of my 
songs was performed in concert. 
I’ve continued writing since then,” 
said Nick.
     His talent and breadth of 
musical knowledge have only ex-
panded since. Today, he arranges 
and composes for choir (his main 
style), band, and strings, all with 
only two music theory classes he 
took at the Regional Center for the 
Arts under his belt. For Nicolas, it 
was as easy as riding a bike. Once 
he removed the training wheels, 
he’s been able to ride faster, tack-

ling bigger hills and challenges. 
Oftentimes, the wheels can’t keep 
up with the pace he’s pedaling at.
“Sometimes,” he says, “I’ll just 
be playing piano and when I come 
up with something, I immediately 
open my notation program on my 
computer and start.”
     Some might argue that spend-
ing hours writing music that might 
not be heard or even performed is 
a tedious waste of time. But for 
Nicolas, every hour, minute, and 
second that he spends precisely 
calculating accurate rhythms and 

notes in his pieces is time well-
spent.
     “It’s my way of speaking. While 
it may not seem like it, I’m a shy 
person. I don’t really open up to 
people until I know they’re going 
to be my friend. Music helps me 
open those doors.”
     In fact, for many of the difficul-
ties Gomez-Colon has faced in his 
life, music has always been there 
to raise his spirits, especially with 
the lyrics in some of the songs. 
For example, when Nicolas gradu-
ated middle school, “I Lived” by 
OneRepublic was there to remind 
him of his survival and his strength 
to power through the future chal-
lenges he would face. 
     “There are many songs that 
I’ve listened to on repeat for hours, 
since the lyrics are what strengthen 
me. The lyrics have gotten me 
through everything, since they 

were that strong reminder.”
     For this reason, Nicolas has 
been careful in crafting the lyrics 
to his pieces, ensuring that each and 
every phrase complements the tone 
and the overall message.
     The story of the young artist is 
certainly remarkable, but what’s 
truly impressive are his aspirations. 
It may come as a surprise to many 
that Nicolas Gomez-Colon does 
not intend to pursue a career in 
music. Yes, it will forever remain 
a large part of his life, and he plans 
on minoring in it, but his overarch-
ing goal is to major in biochemistry 
and become a doctor.
     Nicolas Gomez-Colon, the mu-
sical surgeon. That’s right, twenty 
years from now when he’s saving 
your life, perhaps he’ll even sing 
you a song.

“For Nicolas, every hour, minute, 
and second that he spends precisely 
calculating accurate rhythms and 

notes in his pieces is time well-
spent.”

sicians and instrumentalists, most 
of whom sing for the choir as well. 
     The students have been prac-
ticing since the beginning of the 
school year, and songs were picked 
with careful consideration by the 
choir director Anne Tornillo. 
     Kristi Bui, a member of the 
choir,  said, "Being that it was my 

      The THS choir had their annual 
winter concert this past Thursday, 
December 17. The concert was 
enjoyed by a full house; the audi-
torium was packed!         
       First the concert choir con-
sisting of sophomores, juniors, 
and seniors performed, then the 
Freshmen choir, followed by the 
Women's and Men's Vocal En-
sembles, and then the Chamber 
Singers. 
      The night ended with all the 
members of the choir singing 
Hallelujah, as they were joined 
onstage by years of the program's 
alumni. The majority of songs 
were accompanied by  student mu-

last winter concert in my high 
school career, it was a sad yet 
memorable experience. As both a 
singer and accompanist, preparing 
for the winter concerts are always 
hectic, yet it was worth it because 
I know that the choir did an amaz-
ing job. My favorite piece of the 
night was Up on the Housetop; 
it let us expand our creativity for 
the concert and for me anyways 
it was the piece i got to have the 
most fun with, since it's so funny 
and uplifting and jazzy".
     Now the choir will begin pre-
paring for their spring concert, 
and for their awaited trip to New 
Orleans, where they will perform 
at various venues.

Ms. Anne Tornillo reads to the audience the list of pieces the Mens Ensembles 
will be performing for the night. Photo courtesy of Geethika Kodakara.
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December’s Delightful Fashions
Lia Horyczun ‘16
EE Co-Managing Editor

     As the colder months approach, 
the typical leggings and sweaters 
become dreary, while layering 
becomes necessary to keep warm. 
     Revolt against the typical trend 
and pull out some pieces from 
your closet. You can end the year 
in a classy fashionable manner, 
and feeling put-together can help 
with the classic senioritis and 
sluggishness that comes every 
winter. 
    Banish those feelings with the 
simple action of putting on some 
pretty earrings. 

Outfi t #1: A Rainy Monday
     Ugh, rainy days just ruined your 
plans to wear that new cute dress 
you have been dying to wear! No 
worries, because luckily you’ve 
got a back-up outfi t plan.
-Dark jeans
-boots
-Black and white striped shirt
-Yellow rain jacket
-Optional: Black umbrella and hair 
tied back 
Outfi t #2: Dressing up for the 

town Tuesday
     You’re definitely feeling 
fancy today, but you know it’s 
still school. How does one dress 
up appropriately? Defi nitely, this 
list will keep you together. 

-Little black dress
-Red coat
-Black see-through tights
-Brown/Black boots
-Optional: cute studded earrings, 
hair in a Dutch braid and black 
gloves 
Outfi t #3: Nerd Wednesday
     You’ve got a huge test coming 
up the next day. What to wear to 
feel comfy but studious? 
-Blue turtleneck 
-Black blazer
-Blue jeans
-Optional: blue turtleneck dress, 
hair in low bun, black framed 
glasses, tie, and watch
Outfi t 4: Every Casual Thursday
     You’re almost done with the 

week and you’re tired of plan-
ning outfi ts. Time for the ultimate 
backup outfi t: 
-Plaid fl annel shirt 
-Tan cardigan
-Jeans
-Fancy necklace
-Optional: hair let loose, brown 
belt and some elegant rings 
Outfi t 5: Funky Friday
     What better way to celebrate 
the week than by dressing up with 
a quirky twist? 
-cat sweater
-peter pan collar
Parisian hat
Optional: colorful nails, hair curled 
and mismatched shoes
     With these outfi t ideas you can 

add different variations to make 
the outfi ts your own or spice them 
up. There are no limits to what you 
can wear or how you can wear it.    
     Get inspired by magazines such 
as Allure and Teen Vogue. Take a 
look at your favorite celebrities’ 
style and steal looks from them. 
Blake Lively is my personal favor-
ite, but get out there and express 
who you are through your own 
fashion statements. 
      Your clothing style choices 
make you unique, so utilize them 
and make an impact. 

Photos courtesy of wordpress.com, 
chictopia.com, lifestylebyjoules.com, 
and mahayanna.com

     As we all know, the holidays are 
right around the corner, and that 
calls for yummy treats to eat with 
your friends and family around 
the fi replace. You can never go 
wrong with warm and tasty snick-
erdoodles, especially when the 
weather outside 
is pretty cold. 
With that being 
said, why not 
try the recipe 
below for these 
delicious cook-
ies? 

For this rec-
ipe:
2 3/4 cups all-
purpose fl our
2  t e a s p o o n s 
cream of tartar
1 teaspoon bak-
ing soda
1/4 teaspoon salt
16 tablespoons (2 stick or 8 ounc-
es) unsalted butter, at room tem-
perature
1 3/4 cups sugar, plus more if 
needed
2 tablespoons ground cinnamon, 
plus more if needed
2 large eggs
*note: this makes three dozens 3-4 
inch cookies
     Preheat the oven to 400°, with 
one rack in top third and one rack 
in bottom third of oven. 
Line baking sheets with silicone 

Sweets for the Holidays
Sandra Mai ‘19
EE Staff Writer

baking mats or parchment paper
Sift together fl our, cream of tartar, 
baking soda, and salt
 In the bowl of an electric mixer 
fi tted with a paddle attachment, 
combine butter and 1 1/2 cups 
sugar. Beat on medium speed until 
light and fl uffy, about 2 minutes.
Scrape down sides of bowl. Add 
eggs, and beat to combine.

Add dry in-
gredients, and 
beat to com-
bine.
L e a v e  t h e 
dough in your 
re f r igera tor 
for an hour (or 
you can over-
night) before 
scooping it
Once dough 
has chilled, in 
a small bowl, 
combine re-

maining 1/4 cup sugar and the 
ground cinnamon. 
Use a small ice-cream scoop* to 
form balls of the dough, and roll 
in cinnamon sugar. Place about 
two inches apart on the prepared 
baking sheets. 
Bake until the cookies are set in 
center and begin to crack, about 
10 minutes, rotating the baking 
sheets after fi ve minutes.
Transfer the sheets to a wire rack 
to cool about fi ve minutes before 
transferring the cookies to the 
rack. 
Photo courtesy of inspiredtaste.net

Holiday Gift Ideas
     As we all know, the holidays are 
right around the corner, and that 
calls for yummy treats to eat with 
your friends and family around 
the fi replace. You can never go 
wrong with warm and tasty snick-
erdoodles, especially when the 
weather outside 
is pretty cold. 
With that being 
said, why not 
try the recipe 
below for these 
delicious cook-
ies? 

For this rec-
ipe:
2 3/4 cups all-
purpose fl our
2  t e a s p o o n s 
cream of tartar
1 teaspoon bak-
ing soda
1/4 teaspoon salt
16 tablespoons (2 stick or 8 ounc-
es) unsalted butter, at room tem-
perature
1 3/4 cups sugar, plus more if 
needed
2 tablespoons ground cinnamon, 
plus more if needed
2 large eggs
*note: this makes three dozens 3-4 
inch cookies
     Preheat the oven to 400°, with 
one rack in top third and one rack 
in bottom third of oven. 
Line baking sheets with silicone 
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Sift together fl our, cream of tartar, 
baking soda, and salt
 In the bowl of an electric mixer 
fi tted with a paddle attachment, 
combine butter and 1 1/2 cups 
sugar. Beat on medium speed until 
light and fl uffy, about 2 minutes.
Scrape down sides of bowl. Add 
eggs, and beat to combine.

Add dry in-
gredients, and 
beat to com-
bine.
L e a v e  t h e 
dough in your 
re f r igera tor 
for an hour (or 
you can over-
night) before 
scooping it
Once dough 
has chilled, in 
a small bowl, 
combine re-

maining 1/4 cup sugar and the 
ground cinnamon. 
Use a small ice-cream scoop* to 
form balls of the dough, and roll 
in cinnamon sugar. Place about 
two inches apart on the prepared 
baking sheets. 
Bake until the cookies are set in 
center and begin to crack, about 
10 minutes, rotating the baking 
sheets after fi ve minutes.
Transfer the sheets to a wire rack 
to cool about fi ve minutes before 
transferring the cookies to the 
rack. 
Photo courtesy of inspiredtaste.net

Manya Kidambi ‘18
EE Asst. Entertainment Editor

     Finally, after months of 
waiting, the holiday season 
has fi nally approached! De-
spite the lack of snow 
and cold weather so 
far, it is quite easy to 
get into the holiday 
spirit with the plethora 
of music that is played 
throughout the season. 
Until the big day, there 
is always the stress of 
what to get for family 
members and friends 
for the holidays. If you 
are a last minute person 
and want to purchase 
something under $25, 
here are 3 ideas for 
gifts that you can give 
to your friends and 
family that they will 
love.

1. Lokai Bracelet
     The Lokai brand 
bracelet has become 
increasingly popular due to its 
story about balance. The two 
main beads on the bracelet 
are said to represent the high-
est and lowest point in one’s 
life, as based on the life of the 
creator, Steven Izen. 
   According to the website,  he 
said,“A few years ago, I found 
myself in a moment of sad-

ness, for my grandfather who 
had recently been diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s.” 
    From the experience, he 
designed the bracelet so that 
the black bead represents mud 

from the Dead Sea, or the low-
est point, and the white bead 
represents water from Mt. 
Everest, or the highest point. 
     This gift is perfect for those 
who love jewelry with a mean-
ing, similar to Alex and Ani 
bracelets. 
2. Candles

     With the temperatures starting 
to drop, what could be better than 
a warm, scented candle? Candles 
are always a perfect gift for any-
one who wants to keep cozy in the 
winter as the days continue to get 

shorter. Further-
more, candles are 
easy because they 
come in a myriad 
of scents, which 
allows them to be 
personalized for 
anyone! 

3. Gift Basket
    This may be one 
of the most ge-
neric gifts, but you 
can personalize it 
to make it perfect 
for whoever is re-
ceiving the gift. 
     For example, 
if someone is a 
sugar lover, you 
could give them 
an assortment of 
wrapped candy 
and present this in 

a small basket with a ribbon. 
     Or if they like to read, give them 
a selection of their favorite type of 
books to read so that they can have 
some new material to read for the 
new year! 
     Gift baskets are a fun surprise 
for anyone who likes multiple 
and smaller items rather than one 
single item.

Picture courtesy of mylokai.com
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“Hello” again
Katherine Boback ‘17
EE Staff Writer

“Rumour Has It” that Adele 
is back after her three year hiatus.  
Her comeback song “Hello” has 
become the fastest selling single 
in eighteen years.  On top of that, 
within twenty-four hours of it’s re-
lease, the music video had already 
been viewed 27.7 million times, 
according to DailyMail.com.  

In December 2011, Adele’s 
second album, 21, which includes 
record-smashing and nostalgia-
inducing hits like “Someone Like 
You” and “Rolling in the Deep”. 
became the biggest- selling album 
of the 21st century.  As of 2014, 
30 million copies have been sold 
worldwide.  At the 2012 Grammy 
Awards, Adele won Album of 

the Year, along with five other 
awards.  “This record is inspired 
by something that is really normal 
and everyone’s been through it—
just a rubbish relationship,” she 
said upon receiving the awards.  
Clearly, however, even though 
inspired by something normal and 
average, the album, and her music, 
was not.  

So, clearly it confused the 
world when Adele gradually 
became a memory from the top 
charts she once dominated.  After 
her three year hiatus, many fans 
were left wondering if they would 
ever find “Someone Like You.”

On October 23, Adele re-
leased the lead single to her 
soon-to-come third studio album, 
“Hello.” The song broke several 
records, like being purchased one 

million times in its first week, be-
coming the first song in history to-
claim this accomplishment. It also 
holds the record for the shortest 
amount of time to be viewed 100 
million times on Vevo.  Soon after 
being released, it became Adele’s 
fourth song to reach number one 
on Billboard’s Hot 100 list, and 
as of the week of December 19, 
it still reigns as the number one 
single.  

As promised, the full album 
25 was released November 20, 
2015, garnering 3.38 million dol-
lars in its first week.  

With the awe-inducing suc-
cess of this album, it is hard to 
believe that it almost didn’t exist 
at all.  After her album 21 was 
such a success, Adele considered 
leaving the music industry on a 

positive note.  Instead, she decided While her last album was writ-
ten about a break-up, Adele assigns 
a different meaning to 25.  “My last 
record was a break-up record, and 
if I had to label this one, I would 
call it a make-up record. Making 
up for lost time. Making up for ev-
erything I ever did and never did. 
25 is about getting to know who 
I’ve become without realising. And 
I’m sorry it took so long but, you 
know, life happened.”

It’s safe to say that Adele has 
made the comeback of a lifetime 
after the debut of her record-
smashing album that strikes the 
hearts of listeners all over the 
world.  Now, Adele plans to embark 
on her third tour, Adele Live 2016, 
from February to June 2016, as the 
world waits to hear more from this 
amazing artist.  

Photo courtesy of twitter.com

The Peanuts Movie, a classic
Anjeli Sambasivam ‘18 
EE Staff Writer

The Peanuts Movie, directed 
by Steve Martino, is an uplifting 
children’s movie that many chil-
dren and adults will find entertain-
ing. Many adults will feel that this 
is a trip down memory lane while 
children are introduced to a classic 
movie. Charlie Brown, voiced by 
Noah Schnapp, is on his quest to 
win the love of the little red-haired 
girl, voiced by Francesca Capaldi. 

Throughout the movie, Char-
lie Brown attempts to impress her 
through many different trials that 

were given to him by his friends. 
Moreover, Snoopy, Charlie 

Brown’s beloved dog, embarks on 

humorous attempts to gain the 
little red-haired girl’s attention is 
the focus of the whole movie.

During the movie, “Snoopy 
embarks upon his greatest mission 
as he and his team take to the skies 
to pursue their arch-nemesis, while 
his best pal, Charlie Brown, begins 
his own epic quest back home,” 
according to 20th Century Fox. 

When the little red-head girl 
moves in across the street, Charlie 
Brown sees this as his opportunity 
to start over and live a life where 
his is not seen as awkward and 
goofy. His first attempt to win her 
heart is to win the talent show. 
However, being the good man 
Charlie Brown is, he decides to 
help his sister instead by  cutting 

his act out of the show at the last 
second and unwillingly embarrass-
ing himself by dressing up as a cow 
for Sally Brown’s “rodeo.” 

His second attempt is to win 
the dance contest at the Winter 
Dance, so he spends days trying to 
learn how to dance from Snoopy. 
“Better When I’m Dancin,” is fea-
tured during this segment, with all 
the Peanuts characters competing 
to win the competition. However, 
being the clumsy person that we 
know, he slips on punch spilled on 
the floor and the sprinklers in the 
room turn on, causing the dance to 
end as everyone rushes out.

In the end, Charlie Brown 
wins the little girl’s heart by simply 
being his awkward and clumsy 

self, and just talks to her before she 
leaves for summer camp. 

Adults who grew up with 
Charlie Brown may enjoy it be-
cause of the nostalgia, but this 
film is more suitable for children. 
Nevertheless, The New York Times 
says, “The Peanuts Movie may be 
simultaneously the most charming 
and the most daring experiment in 
human genetics ever conducted.” 

Overall, The Peanuts Movie is 
entertaining and will be enjoyed by 
many. Nottingham Post says, “In an 
age of increasingly sophisticated, 
multi-faceted animations, Steve 
Martino’s film harks back to sim-
pler and unabashedly sentimental 
times of linear storytelling and 
wholesome messaging.”

Photo courtesy of peantusmovie.com

Is The 33 a Hollywood drama or a real life horror?
Gabby Tropp ‘16
EE Senior News Editor

Imagine being trapped under-
ground in 90 degree heat for 69 
days with almost no food or water. 
Well, this nightmare was a reality 
for 33 Chilean miners in 2010. 
The San José Mine collapsed on 
August 5th, leaving these men 
stranded under a boulder twice the 
size of the Empire State Building. 

The San Esteban Mining 
Company opened this gold and 
copper mine in 1889. Just six 
months before the collapse, Chile 
suffered from a huge earthquake, 
making the already unstable area 
even more dangerous. The conse-
quences were almost cataclysmic 
for the 33 miners. The Chilean 
government was heavily involved 
in the rescue effort, but the entire 
world took part in this miracle.

Now, five years after the ac-
cident, all the men who were down 
in the mine still consider each 
other brothers. But their lives are 
not without problems. The condi-
tions in the mines have had long-
lasting consequences, and many 
of the 33 suffer from PTSD. One 
of the leaders of the crew, Mario 
Sepúlveda, said about his life now, 

“People saw the pictures of the 
rescue and they thought our hell 
was over, but in fact it was only 
just beginning.” 

Very soon after the rescue, the 

of the rawness of the emotions 
felt at the time, and the formulaic 
movie does not lend credence to 
the reality of the story.  

However, many felt that the 

economy, it is the only way to 
support a family. As Sepúlveda, or 
SuperMario as his country refers to 
him, said, “I am going back to the 
mines because it is the one place 

movie’s score and the important 
aspects of Chile’s culture which he 
made sure to include in the movie: 
religion and faith.    

The struggles of the mining 
industry and a corrupt govern-
ment tie in well with the AP Span-
ish curriculum, as students have 
already studied vocabulary about 
the economy and business, science 
and technology, and demography, 
just a few of the topics involved in 
studying the mining accident. 

Mrs. McNaughton, the AP 
Spanish teacher said, “It’s a unique 
opportunity for a teacher to able to 
offer her students,” and she hopes 
that the students got something 
valuable out of this experience. 
Principal Guarino added, “It was 
as authentic as authentic could be 
to go straight to the source. There’s 
just so much in there.” He wished 
that all of the students could learn 
something from the interview with 
Alanne or the movie that would 
allow us some insight on options 
for their futures, whether it be ca-
reers in engineering to help make 
industry safer or in movie-making 
to expose the world to important 
issues that require solutions. 

Photo courtesy of http://www.q107fm.

to take a hiatus to stay home with 
her young son.  This decision was 
followed, she says, by an extreme 
case of writer’s block, where she 
feared that she was no longer able 
to write music.  Lucky for us, this 
proved untrue.  

Archana Ajay ‘18 
EE Staff Writer

a journey in the skies to chase the 
Red Baron, his arch-nemesis that 
has captured Fifi, another dog with 
whom he is in love.

Charlie Brown is an adorably 
embarrassing ten-year-old whose 

world forgot about these Chilean 
heroes, leaving them to lives of 
poverty and depression. But now, 
with the premiere of The 33, a new 
movie depicting the story of the 
mining accident, these men are 
coming back into the public eye. 
Sepúlveda says, “They are mak-
ing a film, but our real life has no 
Hollywood ending.” 

This sentiment is felt acutely 
by not only the people involved, 
but moviegoers. In fact, many of 
the critics of this new release feel 
that the screenplay got in the way 

movie was an important agent of 
social justice. Maddy Weinstein 
says, “I like that it drew attention 
to this issue after so many years...
They did a good job of accurately 
depicting things instead of roman-
ticizing the issue.” She and many 
others were relieved to learn that a 
percentage of the profits from The 
33 is going to each miner, making 
a small dent in the debts owed 
them by their country.

Sadly, some of the 33 are 
already back underground ev-
ery day because, in their local 

I feel safe.” In reality, the danger 
involved in mining makes the aver-
age miner’s salary nearly double 
that other workers, so even after 
such a horrible accident, these men 
have no way to break out of their 
underground prison. 

 AP Spanish classes this year 
have had the amazing opportunity 
not only to learn about mining in 
Chile, but to learn it via Skype 
interview from Mikko Alanne, one 
of the screenplay writers and an 
expert in the field after all of his 
research. They also discussed the 
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Manchester City Defeats Borussia Mönchengladbach 4-1
Bhavya Bhushan ‘16
EE Senior Sports Editor

      On Thursday Dec 10, inter-
viewers Bill Bloxsom and Rob 
Adams with HAN network inter-
viewed the Captains and Coaches 
on all winter teams about their 
upcoming season. 
     Captains of the boys basket-
ball team, seniors Jack Moore 
and Ben McCullough, discussed 
coming off their undefeated JV 
2014-2015 season. In addition, 
girls basketball captains, seniors 
Kristina Vetter, Emma Maguire, 
and Alyssa Breunig, discussed the 
versatility of their team and their 
preseason training.  
     Boys swim and dive senior cap-
tains Ryan Akunzedah and Jared 
Stickle talked about the small size 
of their team and the impact the 
size would have on their season. 
Girls indoor track captains, seniors 
Bhavya Bhushan, Lauren Brideau, 
and Haley Mocker, discussed team 
traditions such as crazy sock day 
and the yoga pose of the day.
     Brideau said, “At fi rst I was 
nervous because I don’t really 
like talking in front of people, or 
being interviewed. However when 
we got there, they were all really 
nice and made me feel comfort-

    Manchester City went into their 
game against the powerful Borus-
sia Mönchengladbach with the 
understanding that winning the 
group of death would be a long 
shot. In order for this to occur, 
Juventas had to lose to Sevilla in 
the game that had started slightly 
earlier, and Manchester City had 
to beat Mönchengladbach.
     David Silva started off the 
game on a good note, scoring in 
the 16th minute. Raheem Sterling, 
who turned 21 that day, held the 
ball from three defenders then sent 
a back heel pass through them to 
Silva. For the fi rst time since Au-
gust, Silva scored, kicking the ball 
over the goalie and into the back 

right corner of the goal. 
     However, Mönchengladbach 
responded well, picking apart the 
Man City defense and scoring 
three minutes later. The defensive 
line was unable to respond to Fa-
bian Johnson’s run down the fi eld 
with the ball, and could not stop 
the low cross to Julian Korb. Korb 
quickly struck the ball into the bot-
tom left corner of the goal, equal-
izing the game in three minutes.
     Minutes before the half ended, 
Mönchengladbach took the lead 
when Oscar Wendt crossed the 
ball into the middle of the box and 
Raffael Caetano de Araújo pushed 
the ball past the goalkeeper. 
     After half time, Man City upped 
the tempo of the game, taking 
more shots on Mönchengladbach’s 

keeper Yann Somer. The fi rst few 
shots were denied, but 11 minutes 
before the game ended, the pres-
sure paid off.
     In the 79th minute, Gael Cli-
chy made a run down the fi eld, 
receiving the ball at the end of 
the fi eld. Clichy passed the ball 
back into the center of the box. 
Wilfried Bony went for the shot 
and missed, but Sterling recov-
ered, shooting the ball from close 
range with his left foot. Man City 
was fi nally tied with Mönchengla-
dbach with ten minutes left to try 
and win.
     Only two minutes later, Sterling 
did it again, putting Manchester 
City ahead. Off a header from 
Silva, Bony took the ball down 
the center of the fi eld. Sterling 

sprinted down the fi eld with Bony, 
opening up for a pass right in the 
center of the box. In one touch, 
Sterling lifted the ball past a de-
fender, over the keeper’s head, and 
into the back of the net.
     Sterling’s performance was 
topped off with a fi nal goal from 
Bony in the 85th minute. After a 
give and go with Sterling, Alek-
sander Kolorov found space in the 
corner of the fi eld to cross the ball 
to Bony. Bony’s fi rst attempt went 
straight into the legs of defender 
Havard Nordtveit, but Bony re-
covered quickly, pouncing on the 
rebound and putting the ball into 
the bottom right corner with his 
left foot.
     While the Man City and 
Mönchengladbach game was oc-

HAN Network FCIAC Winter Sports Tour
Bhavya Bhushan ‘16
EE Senior Sports Editor

January Athletics Schedule

Boys and Girls Indoor Track
1/2 SCSU Invitational 9:00 a.m.
1/8 SCSU Invitational 6:30 p.m.
1/9 @Staples 10:00 a.m.

Wrestling
1/2 Trumbull Duals 9:30 a.m.
1/6 v Ridgefi eld 7:00 p.m.
1/13 @Danbury 5:00 p.m.

Girls Ice Hockey
1/2 v Wilton-Norwalk 8:30 p.m.
1/5 @ Greenwich 4:45

Boys Ice Hockey
1/6 @ North Branford 3:45 p.m.
1/9 v New Milford 8:00 p.m.

Boys Basketball
1/5 v Staples 7:00 p.m.
1/9 @St. Joseph 7:45 p.m.
1/12 v Fairfi eld Warde 7:00 p.m

Girls Basketball
1/5 @Staples 7:00 p.m.
1/9 v St. Joseph 6:00 p.m.
1/12 @Fairfi eld Warde 7:00 p.m. 

Gymnastics 
1/9 v Wilton, Greenwich, Joel 
Barlow 6:00 p.m.
1/11 @Westhill 5:30 p.m.

Boys Swimming and Diving
1/6 @Greenwich 3:30 p.m.
1/8 v Wilton 4:00 p.m.
1/13 v Darien 4:00 p.m.

curring, Sevilla defeated Juventus 
with a header in the 65th minute. 
Sevilla’s victory allowed it and 
Manchester City to advance to the 
Round of 16 in the Champions 
League, which will take place in 
February 2016. 
     Furthermore, by topping the 
group, Manchester City will avoid 
playing advanced teams such as 
last year’s champion, Barcelona, 
in the fi rst round, Last year, City 
suffered an early elimination after 
they were placed against Barcelona 
in the Round of 16, due to their 
second place group fi nish. 
     Throughout the game, Man City 
had 51% position and Borussia had 
49%. City had 20 shots with nine 
on target, while Mönchengladbach 
had 12 with only four on target. 

able. It was great being able to do 
it alongside Bhavya and Mocker, 
and I ended up really enjoying it.”
     Boys indoor track captains, 
seniors William “Taylor” Auten, 
Dylan McEniry, and Dylan Wong, 
talked about their strength in indi-
vidual events and relays. 
     Auten said, “It was a cool 
experience. I had done it before 
for Cross Country, but this time 
they asked us about our traditions 
like our relay socks, which was 

more interesting than it was last 
time. All in all, it just got us more 
excited to get the season started.”
     Seniors Kayla Chevrette and 
Mary DiMartino, gymnastics cap-
tains, set the goal of reclaiming the 
FCIAC Championship title which 
they won two years ago.      
     Senior wrestling captains Dante 
Montanaro and Joey Walsh dis-
cussed diets and and their favorite 
victories in the 2014-2014 season.
     Girls ice hockey captain senior 

Gina Moriello talked about getting 
to know the members of the com-
bined Trumbull-St.Joseph team.      
     Finally cheerleading senior cap-
tains Corrine Harris and Elizabeth 
“Libby” Masi discussed the team’s 
strength due to their extensive 
cross-fi t training.
The interviews gave the team cap-
tains a chance to review their goals 
for the season and get excited for 
the upcoming season.  

The UEFA Champions League Round of 16 will begin in February. Photo Courtesy of UEFA Cham-
pions league.

Manchester City striker Raheem Sterling lifts the ball past the defender, over the 
keeper, and into the net to put City in the lead. Photo courtesy of  RTE Soccer.

Senior and captain Gina Moriello answers Rob Davis’ questions during HAN Network’s FCIAC Winter 
Sports Tour. Photo courtesy of HAN Network.
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