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     Thursday, March 10th, in the 
Senior Lounge, state educational 
leaders and legislators offered 
students and parents an opportu-
nity to ask questions to a panel of 
legislators. The event, hosted by 
the Trumbull Business-Education 
Initiative (BEI), was officially 
titled the Legislative Forum on 
Education: Preparing for Post-
High School 
Success. The 
major focus 
of the night 
was to sup-
ply the pub-
lic, especially 
students, with 
a chance to 
interact with 
their legisla-
tors and un-
derstand what 
is to come of 
t he i r  l i ve s 
a f t e r  h i g h 
school.
     Moderator Tony Hwang, State 
Senator for Connecticut’s 28th 
District and a former State Repre-
sentative for Trumbull, explained 
that this “incredible privilege for 
Trumbull” was to help inform 
students of the importance of 
“constant connectedness,” and 
the night was to “be a resource to 
all of [us]” to “see what the next 
chapter is.”
     He also mentioned that the 
forum “tie[d] into what BEI really 
stands for,” putting forth the ef-
fort to “nurture great talent” with 
“opportunities to learn hands-on” 

Kate Ariano ‘18
EE Staff Writer 

 BEI Legislative forum a success
and form a “unique relationship” 
with everyday partners in the busi-
ness, education, and day-to-day 
community.
     The forum also introduced 
the attendees and viewers to the 
distinguished panel of Stephen 
Wright and Dr. Dianna Wentzell, 
board member and commissioner 
of the Connecticut State Depart-
ment of Education, as well as our 
Superintendent Dr. Gary Cialfi . 

In addition, three of Trumbull’s 
four elected State Representatives, 
Laura Devlin, Ben McGorty, and 
Dave Rutigliano offered their 
knowledge to the public. 
     One of the topics in the hot 
seat that night was the issue of 
Advanced Placement courses, 
something strongly suggested 
for students to take. Seniors Ava 
Gallo, Matt Buckwald, and Ara-
vind Sureshbabu were some of 
those who questioned AP courses 
and students’ enrollment in them 
as well as the cost of the AP test 
itself.

     According to Dr. Dianna Wen-
tzell, 70% of a school’s overall 
‘score’ that comes from the gov-
ernment is derived from students’ 
involvement in AP or other rig-
orous classes. In answering the 
questions students had regarding 
their education, she mentioned that 
the No Child Left Behind law that 
we are familiar with has become 
the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA), as of December 2015.

The U.S. Depart-
ment of Educa-
tion says, “This bi-
partisan measure 
reauthorizes the 
50-year-old Ele-
mentary and Sec-
ondary Education 
Act (ESEA), the 
nation’s national 
education law and 
longstanding com-
mitment to equal 
opportunity for all 
students.”
It also mentions 
that “The new law 
builds on key ar-

eas of progress in recent years, 
made possible by the efforts of 
educators, communities, parents, 
and students across the country.”
Although there was no heated de-
bating, the legislators thoroughly 
expressed their opinions on is-
sues like these that students are 
genuinely concerned with. For 
the second consecutive year, the 
forum was an overall success. 

Pictured above: Members of We the 
People stand with teacher Katie Bo-
land, Superintendent Dr. Cialfi , and 
legislators. Photo courtesy of Katie 
Boland.

Trumbull Academic Decathlon Team 
dominates in state competition 
Ishan Negi ‘18
EE Staff Writer 

 March 5th proved itself 
to be a rewarding day for the 
Trumbull High School Academic 
Decathlon team. After months 
of practicing and learning the 
syllabus on the topic of India, 9 
students walked home with 35 
medals and a state championship 
trophy, a feat that has seemed 
nearly impossible for the past 4 
years. 
 Competitors from all 
around Connecticut, as well as 
the state of Maryland, spent the 
day competing across a variety 
of subjects: math, economics, 
science, social science, literature, 
art, music, essay, speech, and in-
terview.  The tests challenge the 

students’ understanding of topics 
that they have learned over the 
previous months and are set up 
like a mental marathon (thus the 
name Decathlon).
 Sophomores Lalith Gan-
navaram and Saloni Shah of the 
honors division secured them-
selves 6 and 1 medals, respec-
tively. In the scholastic division, 
sophomores Ishan Negi and Viraj 
Dongaonkar earned 6 and 4 med-
als respectively, and in the varsity 
division, junior Alexandra Dima 
won 9 medals, and her sophomore 
counterpart Daejah Woolery won 
8. Freshmen alternates Danielle 
Cross and Srishti Pithadia were 
able to contribute to the team 
effort, with the former gaining a 
medal by the end of the day.

 When asked about the 
team’s performance, Lalith stated 
that, “This year’s experience was 
overall successful; I feel that the 
team is very well rounded and has 
great potential to do well in the 
future.” He went on to talk about 
the divisional achievements that 
were made, saying that “All three 
divisions performed well, and the 
number of medals we received 
was gratifying.” 
 Overall, Lalith Ganna-
varam, Ishan Negi, and Alexandra 
Dima all placed 3rd, 2nd, and 
1st in their respective divisions. 
Now, Trumbull High’s very own 
will make a national appearance 
in Anchorage, Alaska, where they 
will compete with other state 
champions from April 28th-30th.

Trumbull Model 
UN Takes Boston

Jessica Parillo ‘18
EE Senior Opinions Editor 

     The weekend of March 18th 
-20th was a busy one for the 
Trumbull Model UN club, who 
participated in EagleMUNC, a 
conference hosted by Boston 
College. Over the course of the 
weekend, twenty students were im-
mersed in a forty hour simulation 
where they had to debate, write 
resolutions, and make alliances to 
solve global issues. 
     The conference featured a va-
riety of committee topics, which 

ranged from climate change to ter-
rorism. Students who participated 
in more advanced committees 
dealt with issues such as drones, 
espionage, and even corporate li-
ability by recreating the board of 
directors for companies like Coca 
Cola and Disney. 
     The conference kick started with 
Opening Ceremonies, featuring an 
appearance by former astronaut 
Captain William Shepherd as a 
keynote speaker. After subsequent 
speeches from the directors of the 
conference, the banging of a gavel 
marked the start to an intense com-
petition of nations. 
     Under the direction of club 
advisor Mr. Jack LaBarca and 
club President Briana Costantini, 
Trumbull students were prepared 
for a vigorous schedule comprised 
of fi ve different committee ses-
sions and late nights of research. 
Some delegates even found them-
selves called back into debate 
after midnight, as part of the crisis 
simulation. 
     The hard work of the Trumbull 
students paid off as awards were 
received at the conclusion of the 

conference. Sophomore and Under 
Secretary General Stefano Mancini 
as well as Junior and Vice President 
Victoria Estacio won honorable 
mentions for their respective com-
mittees. Junior Isha Dalal won the 
Best Delegate Award for her role as 
Clyde C. Tuggle in the Coca Cola 
Board of Directors Committee. 
     “It felt amazing to be recognized 
for my hard work and for being 
able to represent Trumbull in such 
a big conference,” says Estacio. 
“Another highlight was having my 
resolution on education in confl ict 
zones passed after so many hours 

of debate and research. It was re-
warding to see the support from my 
fellow delegates.”
     Overall, the conference was a 
success for the Trumbull team. Al-
though they were unable to make it 
to additional overnight conferences 
due to travel restrictions, this fi nal 
event was a great opportunity for 
them to display their hard work, 
and the experience was unforget-
table. 
     “What I took away from this 
conference was a new sense of 
confidence,” Estacio continued. 
“At EagleMUNC I learned to 
trust my knowledge, research, 
and opinions to guide me when I 
speak. Even though it’s important 
to say the right thing, it’s even more 
important to speak with confi dence 
and conviction in yourself.”
     With this conference behind 
them, the club will now begin 
preparations for TMUNI, Trum-
bull’s own event hosted right here 
at THS this coming May. 

The members of the THS Model UN pose together for a photo. Photo courtesy 
of Jessica Parillo.
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Political campaigning: are Super 
PACs still the answer?
Ethan Bachand ‘18
EE Staff Writer

     As the election date gets closer, 
American politicians are prepar-
ing themselves for the primaries 
and caucuses to earn the people’s 
vote. “Earn” is a nice way to put 
it: the amount of money being 
channeled into each of the cam-
paigns is reaching unprecedented 
highs. 
     This winflux of millions of dol-
lars worries the American people, 
as their voices are muffled by the 
multibillion dollar corporations 
and other donors that fund politi-
cians who claim to be champions 
of the people.
     But is this frivolous campaign 
spending having the intended 
effect? As we see in the 2016 
presidential race, candidates hope 
to connect with the American 
people by claiming that a major-
ity of their donations come from 
the “average” american and not 
from Super PACs (Political Ac-

tion Committee). 
     Republican frontrunner Donald 
Trump has so far succeeded on 
this platform. With only 5% of his 

total campaign funds coming from 
Super PACs, Trump boasts the fact 

that a significant part of his dona-
tions come from individuals who 
simply support what he stands for. 
On the other side of the isle, 98% 

of donations for Democrat Bernie 
Sanders are less than $200, and 

come from individual Americans.
     This leads to a question: is big 
money still the answer to winning 
the Oval Office? While some may 

argue that Super PACs are neces-
sary, there seems to be a change 

in the political landscape. People 
want to see someone that can re-
late more to them, a candidate who 
does not just sell out to major cor-
porations. The American people 
want someone who is going to 
fight for their rights, not the rights 
of the billionaire class who look 
down on those less wealthy than 
themselves. Therefore, it seems 
fair to say that Super PACs are no 
longer the answer.
    Suffice it to say the power now 
lies with the millions of people 
who have to go to work everyday 
just to keep food on the table, not 
the wealthy who sit around doing 
nothing. This is not to say that 
getting small donations will get 
you to 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
but rather that it is more of what 
people want to see.  Many citizens 
have been calling for legislation 
to fix campaign finance reform so 
that Super PACs are no longer an 
option. Whether millionaires like 
it or not, change is coming, and it’s 
the rest of the country causing it.

Photo courtesy of opensecret.org

Campaign craze: THS’s views on upcoming elections
    

     With the presidential election 
only a few months away,  candi-
dates in both the Republican and 
Democratic Parties are revving up 
their campaigns to win the support 
of the American people. But there 
is much controversy over the cor-
rect way to campaign. Recently, 
the media has been reporting on 
heated debates and following 
conflict between nominees. With 
all this craze over candidates, it’s 
hard to separate fact from fiction. 
The Eagle’s Eye interviewed 
anonymous members of the THS 
community to get their views 
on the 2016 political campaign. 
Here’s what they said: 

What do you feel is the most 
pressing national issue today? 

-Terrorism

-Immigration 

-Gun control 

-National debt

What’s one characteristic you 
look for in a candidate?

-Honest

-Trustworthy

-Confident

-Ethical

Party Affiliation of
those surveyed:
Democrat: 67% 
Republican: 26%
Other: 7%

Candidate supported by those 
surveyed:
Bernie Sanders: 45.5%
Donald Trump: 20.5%
Hillary Clinton: 18.2%
John Kasich: 9.1%
Ted Cruz: 6.8%

Jessica Parillo ‘18
EE Senior Opinions Editor



3Features
The Eagle’s Eye                             April 4, 2016 Issue 3

How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying takes the stage
Gabby Tropp ‘16
EE Senior News Editor 

  From March 17th-20th, Trumbull 
High put on their production of 
the Tony Award Winning musical 
How to Succeed in Business 
Without Really Trying. The show 
featured Michael Lepore, a senior 
and two-time winner of the CT 
High School Music Theater Award 
for Outstanding Supporting Actor, 
as the leading man, J. Pierrepont 
Finch. He was played opposite 
Ava Gallo, who assumed the role 
of Rosemary Pilkington. 
     The plot followed Finch’s plan 
to climb to the top of the corporate 
ladder at World Wide Wickets 
with minimal effort, as well as 
Rosemary’s plan to marry Finch. 
Along the way they encountered 
friends such as J.B. Biggley 
(Zac Gottschall), the president of 
the company, Smitty (Katherine 
Griffin), Mr. Bratt (Jack Leonard), 
Mr. Twimble (Matt Buckwald), 
Hedy LaRue (Alex Luft), and Miss 
Jones, played by freshman Jackie 

Mate. Finch’s main rival was Bud 
Frump, Biggley’s nephew, who 
was played by freshman Harrison 

Gilberti. 
      This show marked the end 
of an era for much of the cast, as 
most of the THeSpians will not be 
studying theatre in college. Matt 

Buckwald said, “Leaving THS 
theater is bittersweet. I’ve grown 
to love many of the people I’ve 

met, but training in this program 
has prepared me for bigger and 
better things.”
     However, How to Succeed was 
the beginning of something great 

for many other cast members. 
Harrison Gilberti, who experienced 
his debut on the THS mainstage, 

said, “I was beyond happy and 
so excited to be in my first THS 
performance. I had been looking 
forward to it all year.” 
     This production was a huge 

success from a behind-the-scenes 
perspective as well. THS sets get 
bigger and more involved every 
year, and crew members learned 
about all sorts of new technology 
and building techniques when 
creating the set and props for H2$. 
This year, the production also 
included a lobby design featuring 
a mock mailroom, a boutique, 
a bookshop, and other displays 
focused on the theme of success. 
     Mia McKinney, a sophomore 
who will be taking on the role of 
stage manager next year, said, 
“I learned that when so many 
people come together to make 
something, it really binds them 
together because everyone is 
working toward a collective goal. 
During H2$, every person had a 
different but specific role to play on 
and off the stage, and all of them 
are equally important.”
     Whether How to Succeed was 
a first or last experience with THS 
theater, no one could argue with 
the fact that the thespians put on 
yet another fantastic show.

Photo courtesy of Julianne Mirmina.

Trumbull’s Truth about 
Hate

      What is the truth about hate?
     This was the question that 
freshmen answered at the 5th an-
nual Truth about Hate assembly on 
March 24th. Their first 7 months 
at Trumbull High seemed to be 
enough to answer the question. 
But the more important question 
- what they could do about it - was 
the center of the 4 hour gathering. 
     The Anti - Defamation League, 
an international organization dedi-
cated to ending discrimination, 
hate, and violence, coordinates 
this program in order to equip 
freshmen with tools to combat 
hate and to prepare them for the 
rest of their high school career in 
Trumbull High. 
     The program began with Peer 
Leaders introducing freshmen to 
ground rules for students to follow 
when sharing their thoughts with 
the rest of the class. Once those 
were taken care of, leaders and 
the two moderators from the ADL 
for the day jumped right into a 
documentary to set the day’s tone. 
It was centered around young, ig-
norant people that had considered 
themselves white supremacists or 
Neo-Nazis before they had come 
to understand real-life victims 
who soon changed their minds. 
With education from a Holocaust 
victim and a victim of violence 
from the Ku Klux Klan, the teens 
rid their thoughts and decided to 
keep more open minds. 

     After the video, the Peer Lead-
ers and moderators focused in on 
specific types of hatred by explain-
ing the pyramid of hate and recit-
ing stories of students across Con-
necticut. By identifying each level 
of hate with specific instances that 
actually occurred, freshmen were 
able to understand how with time, 
hate grows immensely horrific if 
not stopped. 
     To focus on Trumbull High 
School, freshmen watched a video 
created by THS peer leaders that 
was a reflection of students’ expe-
riences here at Trumbull High. A 
team of 7 juniors - Nicole Baker, 
Brianna Wigglesworth, Colby Lar-
acuente, Victoria Estacio, Bridget 
Nusom, Jacob Fried and Samantha 
Werner - all worked together to 
emulate the Trumbull High School 
experience and what the Truth 
about Hate is here. This was the 
first homemade video that was 
ever created for Trumbull High’s 
assembly, and one of the first that 
have been done in the assembly’s 
history in Connecticut. 
     Freshman Soumya Ganti 
thought that the video was “ap-
plicable, relatable and perfect 
in describing hate at Trumbull 
High.” It was evident to her and 
the majority of freshmen that this 
team put in a lot of dedicated effort 
into brainstorming, creating, and 
editing the video for this assembly 
and many more assemblies to be 
done in the future.
     The next portion of the assem-
bly was the most personal of the 
entire event: the Open Mic. This 

was a time where students of all 
different backgrounds, ethnicities, 
genders, sexualities and social 
groups came together to share their 
stories and to emphasize the need 
for acceptance in our high school. 
They all contained passion and 
had touched every person in the 
room, making an experience that 
freshmen would not forget. It was 
eye opening for the students, as it 
had educated them on the fact that 
acts of hatred happens more than 
they think and has impacted more 
people than they thought.
     “After the Open Mic, I had a 
better understanding of how our 
actions really impact people. I 
hope that people out there realize 
the impact of the things that the 
say and how they could potentially 
be hurting others, just like I did,” 
Ganti says. 
      Even Peer Leaders were 
touched by the Open Mic. Connor 
Bailo, a junior at Trumbull High, 
says that he “was able to realize the 
power that words have and how 
important it is to remain mindful 
of what I say. Treat others the way 
you want to be treated.”
     So what is the Truth about Hate 
at Trumbull High?
     Every student has a different 
experience in high school, so it is 
not something that can be easily 
defined. But what can be defined 
is the impact our actions can have 
to create a positive, accepting 
environment for students to learn 
and grow as individuals. 

Photo Courtesy by Lia Horyczun

 St. Patrick’s Day spirit at 
Trumbull High

From left to right: Lauren Zielinski, Marisa Valenti, Steven Stanton

From left to right: Dario Arganese, Cameron Kacin

From left to right: Brenna Doherty, Samantha Guma, Chris Eigen-
rauch, Caroline Prezioso, Paula Rodrigues 

Keerthi Yalamanchili ‘17
EE Senior Features Editor
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Spring for smoothie bowls
Martha Hegley ‘16
EE Lifestyle Editor

     One of the new breakfast 
trends that has recently gained 
popularity is the smoothie bowl, 
gracing Instagrams and chic 
breakfast tables alike.
      If you haven’t heard of the 
smoothie bowl before, they are a 
mix of a smoothie and toppings 
that you eat out of a bowl like 
cereal. 
     These healthy yet delicious 
bowls are a perfect way to start 
off spring. With so many delicious 
combinations to choose from, 
especially with all of the new 
fruits in season, the possibilities 
are endless. 
    Here are two different healthy, 
delicious  smoothie bowl recipes 
to try at home. 

by  Lisa Bryan - 
Downshiftology.com

INGREDIENTS
1½ cup frozen mango chunks
½ cup frozen pineapple chunks
½ banana
1 cup coconut water
Toppings
½ cup mango and pineapple 
chunks
½ cup blueberries
¼ cup coconut flakes
¼ cup chai spiced granola
                    
INSTRUCTIONS
Add the coconut water, then fruit 
into a high-powered blender. 
Blend on high for one minute, until 
thick and creamy consistency.

by  Sarah Fennel -  
bromabakery.com 

INGREDIENTS
¼ cup almond milk
2 teaspoons raw honey
¼ avocado
1 banana
2 tablespoons berries (I used 
blackberries)
1 teaspoon cocoa powder
1 packet Chocolate Daily Good 
Greens
Toppings of choice! (I used 
bananas, coconut flakes, chia 
seeds, Aloha Superfood Chocolate, 
and blackberries!)

INSTRUCTIONS
Add all ingredients into a blender 

Pour into a bowl and add your 
toppings.

and blend until smooth. If the 
smoothie is too thick, add more 
almond milk. Though you do want 
it to be thick enough to support 
your toppings!
Pour into wide bowl and top with 
whatever toppings you’d like.

Mango Smoothie Bowl Chocolate Smoothie Bowl 

6 simple ways to get rid of stress at home
Gabby Tropp ‘16
EE Senior News Editor

1) Get Rid of Your Clutter
Studies have shown the more 
stuff you have in your house, the 
higher your levels of cortisol (the 
stress hormone) will be. It may 
help to get it all in a closet or a 
bin, but removing all the excess 
papers and old clothes from your 
envormonment may help reduce 
stress levels. 

2) Turn off the Back-
ground Noise
Having the TV or music always 
on in the background of doing 
homework or chores can make 
the whole process slower. TV 
and music are great stress reliev-

ers when you finsih your daily 
to-dos, but save them for after 
you’re done. 

3) Throw out the Junk 
Food

The more processed food you eat, 
the more likely you are to have 
problems with anxiety. And I know 
it seems like coffee can help you 
face anything, but caffeine can 
actually cause more stress. And all 
that junk might cause breakouts, 

which we all want to avoid. Try 
to eat healthy and clean to relieve 
stress. 

4) Take Some Time to Your-
self
It can be pretty stressful as a teen-
ager living in a house with a mom, 
dad, and/or siblings to disagree 
with. It’s important to take some 
time away from all these potential 
stressors, becasue letting tension 
build in family relationships can 
only cause more stress.

5) Don’t Decorate with 
Mirrors
Researchers at the Institute of 
Psychiarty in London have found 
that using mirrors as a big part of 
home decor serve to cause more 

stress about body image and looks. 
Instead of mirrors, try decorating 
with paintings. Keeping the reflec-
tive surfaces to the bathroom and 
bedroom is the best way to reduce 
image-related stress at home. 

6) Make Your Bed
This one may sound like mom 
made it up so you’ll clean your 
room, but it’s really true. Keeping 
things neat and organized is one of 
the best possible ways to reduce 
stress. Starting off your day by 
neatening up your room is a great 
way to keep your life in order from 
the moment you wake up. 

Based on 8 Things in Your Home That 
Are Seriously Stressing You Out from 
Good Hoousekeeping

Photo courtesy of mycolortopia.com

Photo courtesy of downshiftol-
ogy.com

Photo courtesy of bromabakery.com

Special thanks to 
the Trumbull PTSA 
for their generous 

support of The 
Eagle’s Eye.

Photo courtesy of century21.com
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Dauntless attempt, mediocre outcome
Christina DeBenedetto ‘16
EE Staff Writer

The initial release photo for the movie. Photo courtesy of  
ragreynolds.net

The movie Allegiant, the third 
in the Divergent series, chronicled 
Tris Prior’s adventure past the 
walls of Chicago and into an un-
known area in this dystopian and 
futuristic movie. Allegiant was 
released on March 18, 2016, and 
is the third out of four of the films 
in the series. Part two of Allegiant 
is scheduled to be released during 
March of 2017.

In the Divergent series, Tris 
Prior and her boyfriend Tobias 
“Four” Eaton, who originally 
met in the first film, titled Diver-
gent, join together with others 
who want the world to be a free 
place without corrupt leaders and 
suffering of the population for 
the welfare of a few privileged 
elite. Allegiant begins where the 

second movie in the series left 
off: with Tobias’s mother leading 
Chicago and holding trials for all 
of the traitors from the Erudite and 
Dauntless factions who put the 
citizens of Chicago in danger when 
they attempted to gain control over 

the faction system and the old 
leaders. However, Tris and Four 
decide that it is not their destiny 
to stay trapped inside the walls 
of Chicago forever and they must 
do what no one has attempted to, 
or even thought of doing before: 

Go beyond the walls of Chicago 
and see what, or who, is outside. 
According to a video message they 
received, the Divergent people, 
such as Four and Tris, are the only 
hope for humanity. Allegiant’s plot 
focuses on what happens to Tris 
and Four when they go beyond the 
walls and what truths they discover 
that change what they think about 
the world, and themselves, forever.

Overall, the movie was very 
slow-paced. With very few actions 
scenes and many unnecessary 
background subplots that did not 
amount to anything or do anything 
to continue the story, the film was 
very dull in the middle. Also, 
the conflict was very predictable 
from the beginning. In each of the 
Divergent movies, there seems to 
be a pattern that the plot follows: 
The leaders who are suppose to 
be helping are actually going to 

destroy all of the citizens and it is 
up to Tris and Four to stop them, 
and once they stop them, the next 
leaders do the same thing as the 
previous ones. While this could be 
a comment on how human nature 
constantly moves through cycles 
of rebellion and peace, I believe 
that it was an unintentional pattern 
created by the writer.

The Divergent films have con-
sistently received more negative 
reviews with each release of a new 
movie. While the first one received 
a 40% approval rating on Rotton 
Tomatoes, the second only received 
29%, and Allegiant was only liked 
by 10% of the critics. I believe that 
Allegiant deserves a 3 out of 5 stars 
overall because despite the semi-
boring plot and lack of originality, 
the acting and set of the movie were 
extremely well done.

Sarah Dawson ‘19
EE Staff Writer

Looking for a fun, entertaining 
book as a segway into spring and 
summer? Since You’ve Been Gone 
by Morgan Matson tells the story 
of the incredible journey of a girl 
named Emily, on a mission to 
piece together her life. 

Her best friend left without a 
trace - except for a single note, a 
list actually, with thirteen items. 
Emily is determined to find her 
best friend, yet she has no one 
to help her. With her parents too 
preoccupied and no friends left, 
Emily is determined to crack the 
mystery surrounding the cryptic 
letter. 

Along the way she meets new 
friends and has the summer of 
a lifetime. Yet, this is no stereo-
typical happily ever after kind of Photo courtesy of goodreads.com

Absence makes the heart 
grow fonder

book. The ending is bittersweet, 
but it in no way measures up to the 
rest of the book. If you like authors 
like Sarah Dessen, then this book 
is for you.

Michael Kalendra ‘16
EE Staff Writer

The movie 13 Hours, directed 
by the legendary Michael Bay, 
is about an elite team of Navy  
SEALS and other military person-
nel in a CIA base in Benghazi, 
Libya on September 11, 2012. The 
actors in the movie include stars 
like James Badgett, John Krasin-
ski, and Max Martini. 

Taken from real accounts of 
the 11-year anniversary of the 
9/11 attack, the film portrays the 
attack on the Benghazi embassy 
and CIA compound by terrorists 
from 9p.m. to 9a.m. This showed 
the harrowing courage of the com-
mandos defending the two com-
pounds as they were constantly 
being bombarded by bombs and 
gunfire. They must stay alive and 
stop important documents from 
the embassy and CIA base from 
falling into the terrorists’ hands 

The secret soldiers of Benghazi
before the whole place is overrun. 

One of the main problems in the 
film for which it is criticized for is 
not being historically accurate. For 
example, the commander, played 
by David Costabile, gave the order 
to  “stand down” to  the soldiers  
who wanted  to jump in and save 
the people trapped under gunfire 
from the terrorists.  

Records from the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee show that no 
such order was given out, but 
former Army Ranger Kris ”Tonto” 
who fought the dreadful night said 
it was true that he and others were 
told to “stand down”. 

Some of the characters were 
also not fully developed during the 
movie. The soldiers have heartfelt 
conversations with their family on 
their laptops just before the attack, 
but seems too rushed and quickly 
soon after, the attack comes. 

There are many special effects 
that range from great explosions 
from huge warheads to the many 

RPGs that are fired all around our 
heroes heads. The atmosphere 

Everything about the book I’ll tell you
Lia Horyczun ‘16
EE Managing Editor

Everyingthing I Never Told You
By Celeste Ng

Rating: 9 out of 10 stars

Can you imagine the calm be-
fore the storm? 

The stable feelings before it 
comes crashing? 

The clarity in life before it all 
changes? 

Lydia Lee’s family can. Marilyn 
and James Lee’s perfect child is 
dead. And they do not know it yet. 
As a family, you think you know 
everyone better than anyone else 
ever could. You think you know 
the dreams and desires. Wrong. 

Very much wrong in the case of 
the Lees. The timeline skips from 
the past to the present revealing 
small subtle histories of each fam-
ily member. The Lees gradually 
realize they do not know anything 
about each other. Set in the 70s, a 
Chinese-American family battle 
their secrets unraveling as the 
investigation of Lydia’s death pro-
gresses. Lydia is not who the Lees 
thought she was, happy, popular, 
and succeeding in life.

Lydia’s father, James, is Chi-
nese. When he was younger, he 
experienced racism which stayed 
with him even to present day. All 
he ever wanted to do was fit in. He 
eventually meets his wife Marilyn 
and they give birth to Lydia’s 
brother, Nathan, Lydia, and her 
sister Hannah. James’s desire to 

fit in was passed on to Lydia. He 
wants Lydia to be popular and 
have plenty of friends. Moreover, 
he wants her to find acceptance. 

Marilyn, Lydia’s mother, has 
always wanted to be set apart. 
Different. Younger. Marilyn was 
working hard to be a doctor in the 
tough prevailing dominant world 
of men. However, she fails and 
passes on her desires to Lydia. 
Marilyn indirectly expressed her 
desire that Lydia succeed in be-
ing a doctor by reading science 
books and pushing her very hard 
in school. 

Nathan, Lydia’s older brother, 
has spent his life always being 
second to Lydia. Finally, he is go-
ing off to college and starting his 
new life. Meanwhile, Hannah, the 
youngest daughter of the Lees, is 

almost invisible. She and Nathan 
long ago learned to accept being 

second to Lydia, the blue-eyed 
favorite daughter. 

Celeste Ng’s Everything I Never 
Told You was released on June 26, 
2014. Ng has captured the unrav-
eling tension bubbling in a well-
developed, complex, family trying 
to fit into a community as well as 
the consequences of burdensome 
expectations. This book is geared 
towards audiences who love a 
heart-wrenching and suspenseful 
story. 

“Ng has set two tasks in this 
novel’s doubled heart—to be excit-
ing, and to tell a story bigger than 
whatever is behind the crime.” 

Photo courtesy of goodreads.com

towards the late night is enhanced  
with the  gloomy  fog that sur-
rounds the compound casting an 
eerie glow as enemy soldiers’ 
shadows creep ever closer to the 
compound’s wrecked wall . 

This film is one recent scar-
ring memory of what our soldiers 
overseas have to deal with for our 
freedom. This film is a fine salute 
to the men and women who gave 
their lives for us and the introspec-
tive view into the life of the brave. 
I recommend everyone to watch it.

Photo courtesy of paramount.com
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Junior Tyler Gleen runs into yet another victory
Kate Ariano ‘18
EE Staff Writer

The start of the spring sports 
season has rolled in and the boys 
tennis team will be training under 
the eyes of a relatively new pair of 
coaches. Coaches Laura Santelli 
and Vanessa Pardo were appointed 
after Mr. Breslow retired last year. 
Though they may have been new, 
the coaches brought immediate 
success to the team, which reached 
states for the first time in three 
years. Both brought solid creden-
tials to the table. 

Coach Pardo is a former 
player, who was a top five junior 
in all of France. She said,   “I was 
selected at 12 years old to leave 
home and trained rigorously with 
the French Federation for the 
next six years.” This propelled 
her to be approached by several 
D1 universities, and she ended 
up playing number one singles 
for Virginia Polytechnic. During 
her time there, the university won 
the Atlantic Ten tournament four 
times. 

Coach Santelli  possesses 
great coaching and leadership 
skills. She is a USTA player, 
and also works with Boy Scouts. 
Furthermore, she is a ski coach, 

Years of battling several 
concussions and struggling to find 
a passion where he could feel at 
home, all led up to this moment 
for junior and middle distance 
track runner, Tyler Gleen. At the 
New England Championship 
Indoor Track and Field Meet in 
Boston, MA from February 26th 
to the 28th, Gleen and teammates 
Dylan McEniry, Tyler Rubush, 
and Taylor Auten ran the 4x800 
meter relay to place eighth overall. 

Gleen raced into first place 
with an outstanding time of 
1:19:86 in the 600 meter run, 
beating the number one ranked 
600m racer in the country. 
“I have fun hanging out with 
the team in dual meets and I just 
treated New England’s the same 
way” Gleen explains. “Last year, I 
was lucky enough to get fourth so 
by getting first this year it’s really 
rewarding.”

Gleen was born an athlete, 
it was just a matter of finding 
which sport suited him. He tried 
hockey, baseball, and even foot-
ball. Unfortunately, health reasons 
permitted him from continuing to 
play any of these contact sports. 
Thanks to then and still friend, 
Charlie Taubl, Gleen was con-
vinced to join the indoor track 
team freshman year. 

Making varsity every year 
of track, Gleen holds multiple 
school records and is ranked on 
a national level. He is the second 

fastest 600 meter runner in the 
country. As such an extraordinary 
athlete as he, one may ask how 
Gleen remains incredibly humble 
about his talent. 

His answer is inspiring.
“I guess it’s because of my 

mother. Whenever I accomplished 

something, she would tell me 
‘Great job, I’m so proud of you. 
And now what’s next?’ So I don’t 
relive the past; I move forward.” 
This is just one of the reasons that 
Gleen is someone to be looked at 
as a stellar athlete who will go 
down in school history.

Gleen is thankful for his abili-
ties. He accredits his family and 
friends, as well as coaches and 
teammates, for getting him to 
where he is now. 

As for the advice he would 
give to athletes just starting out 
as he once did, his words are uni-

New tennis coaches plan for the season
Lalith Gannavaram ‘18
EE Staff Writer

April Sports Schedule
Boys Outdoor Track and Field
4/4 v Stamford 4:00 p.m.
4/19 @ Westhill 4:00 p.m.
Girls Outdoor Track and Field
4/4 v Stamford 4:00 p.m.
4/18 @ Westhill 4:00 p.m.
Boys Volleyball
4/4 v Amity 4:00 p.m.
4/6 v Ridgefield 4:00 p.m.
Baseball
4/4 @ Fairfield Prep 4:00 p.m.
4/9 v Shelton 7:30 p.m.
Softball
4/4 v New Canaan 4:15 p.m.
4/6 @ Newtown 4:15 p.m,
Boys Lacrosse
4/5 v Wilton 6:30 p.m.
4/7 @ St. Joseph 4:00 p.m.
Girls Lacrosse
4/7 @ Ridgefield 4:15 p.m.
4/9 v Brookfield 6:00 p.m.
Boys Tennis
4/6 v Staples 4:00 p.m.
4/7 @ St. Joseph 4:00 p.m.
Girls Tennis
4/6 @ Staples 4:00 p.m.
4/7 v St. Joseph 4:00 p.m.
Boys Golf
4/18 @ New Canaan, Stamford 
3:15 p.m.
4/19 v Greenwich 3:15 p.m.
Girls Golf 
4/6 v Darien 3:30 p.m.
4/18 v Fairfield Warde 3:30 p.m.

versal; anyone can take something 
away from what he says and apply 
it to whatever their passion is. 
Coming from a true school hero 
and nationwide idol, Gleen encour-
ages, “You got to have fun doing 
what you are doing. And the harder 
you work the farther you’ll go.”

a French teacher, and a mother to 
teenagers. 

Both coaches have a very 
clear idea of what they want to 
achieve with the team and with 
the players this year. Coach Pardo 
said, “Although I do have my 
own goal as a coach,  I always 
incorporate my team’s opinion to 
formulate our goals. I want each 
player who will be representing 
the team to gain something that 

they did not have when enter-
ing the season, grow as a tennis 
player, gain overall experience as 
an individual.” 

Coach Santelli expressed 
similar views. She hopes to teach 
her players, how to be part of a 
team, how to succeed, and to deal 
with wins and losses. She was very 
pleased by the fact that “the team 
really came together and the spirit 
of the team was very developed, 

and each player grew in their own 
way.”

The players of the team have 
one more thing to look forward to 
after the end of this year’s season: 
Coach Santelli revealed that the 
town approved funding to put 
down new courts for next year. 
With new courts and new coaches 
the tennis team is poised for many 
victories in the future.

Tyler Gleen kicks off his season with a first place finish in the 600m run at the North Shore Invitational. The race took place at the Armory in 
Manhattan on Dec. 26, 2016. Photo courtesy of MileSplit New York.

Coaches Vanessa Pardo and Laura Santelli pose with the 2015 boys tennis team during their first season 
of coaching. Photo courtesy of Robert Taylor. 
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     Recently, the unsuccessful 
decision was made to remove the 
WiFi altogether of various high 
schools across the United States as 
a result of a widespread addiction 
to technology by the public. 
     To better the situation, schools 
have decided that using old school 
methods is the way to solve this 
pressing issue. Trumbull High 
School is no exception to this 
policy, introduced by a legisla-
tion passed by Congress just last 
month. 
     From the immense silence pre-
vailing over all of the classrooms, 
the staff could never be happier - 
but this has caused a major upset 
in the student body. 
     “I wasn’t able to use my phone 
during lunch to study for tests,” 
said sophomore Clarita Bedoya.
     As the networks shut down, 
angry mobs stormed the hallways 
as students watched their precious 
devices run off of a short lived cel-
lular network, and in the majority 
of the building, no service. 
     This lack of connection to the 
World Wide Web caused panic 
throughout the school, and upset 
students holding signs paraded 
down the streets of Trumbull, 
wishing for their WiFi, the sole 
substance that could help them 
continue their education. 
     Some began to cry tears of 
agony without being able to check 
their Instagram for likes on their 
new photos, and others groaned in 
frustration as YouTube continued 
to buffer, not allowing the latest 
BuzzFeed video to be played. 
     “The truth is, without WiFi, 
I have realized I cannot be 
successful through high school,” 
said an anonymous sophomore. 
     In some regards, this can 

be considered valid, because 
students were not able 
to check their teacher’s 
websites for homework, but 
in all seriousness, the lack of 
social media has been taking 
a toll on students’ health.
     Without Twitter, many 
students were seen crying 
solitarily outside of class, 
and though teachers did 
much to attempt to comfort 
these students, they proved 
to be inconsolable. 
     In response to this, 
P re s iden t  Obama  has 
continued to mandate the 
legislation as legal and 
believes that it will decrease 
students’ dependence on social 
media, but it is evident that this has 

not worked for the student body at 

Trumbull High School. 
     “In Spanish, we had to postpone 

     It’s no secret that traffic 
causes headaches for all students 
at Trumbull High, but I’m not 
talking about the morning rush on 
the roads. How many times have 
you been late to class because of 
students “double parked” at their 
lockers, or people failing to stay in 
the proper lane? Which is, in fact, 
the right lane, due to Trumbull 
being located in America, and 
not Britain. 
     All that doesn’t even mention 
the hallway collisions, which are 
all too often a product of failure 
to yield the right of way or stop at 
intersections. 
     Yes, it is time that we sent the 
mayhem that occurs approximately 

every fi fty minutes in the halls of 
THS back to driver’s ed. In an 
effort to clean up the roadways, 
s o o n  w e 
could see a 
system of 
road signs 
and traffic 
l i g h t s 
modulating 
t h e 
crowds. A 
roundabout 
s t y l e 
intersection 
h a s  a l s o 
b e e n 
p r o p o s e d 
f o r  t h e 
corner of A-hall and No-Name, 
and the garden club has offered to 
cover it with a relaxing perennial 
arrangement for ambiance. 

Katherine Boback
FF 

Hallway traffi c

No WiFi at all?

     Worried this will negatively 
impact your commute? Don’t 
worry, we have a refresher. In 

summary, for anyone who may 
have forgotten: red means stop, 
and green means go. Also, don’t 
forget your stop signs! The best 

Photo Courtesy of elcivics.com.

CHUQ ‘1018
FF Comedian-in-Training

Photo courtesy of  taringa.net

our presentations because we 
could not use 
the Internet 
to pull them 
u p ,  s o  w e 
had to wait a 
week to fi nish 
them. Also, 
in biology, 
we weren’t 
able to watch 
animat ions 
about what 
w e  w e r e 
l e a r n i n g , ” 
said Bedoya
     Clearly, 
it should be 
implemented 

around the world in the next few 
months.

     Across the United States, similar 
reactions have taken place. In 
California, for example, a 1,000 
person protest took place outside 
of Hollywood, where is obviously 
where the WiFi has been coming 
from. Furthermore, many schools 
have been considering shutting 
down altogether for a few weeks so 
that this problem can get resolved 
without future issues.
     Some of the protests have 
seemed to work at Trumbull High, 
because the WiFi has definitely 
come back on temporarily, but 
another anonymous report has 
stated that it should shut down 
once again on April 2, 2016 around 
3 pm EST. 

thing to do when approaching 
these signs in most cases, is to stop, 
unless otherwise noted. 

 
     The halls 
of Trumbull 
High can be 
a  daunt ing 
p l a c e ,  b u t 
wi th  these 
new fi xes, the 
halls will be 
as smoothly 
f lowing as 
I-95 during 
r u s h  h o u r 
( w h i c h 
would in our 

c a s e  b e  a n 
improvement).  Say goodbye to 
the dark days of illegal loitering in 
connecting halls, and disorienting 
intersections. No longer will we 

have to fear being trampled upon, 
or being stuck in stop-and-go traffi c 
with the only view being the back 
of the person in front of you. (In 
my experience, I much prefer being 
stuck behind a North Face than an 
Adidas backpack, but that’s just a 
personal opinion.) 
     Failure to wait at a red light, 
use your turn signals, or stop at a 
stop sign will result in the issuing 
of a ticket, which will be attached 
to the back of your vehicle (you) 
for future payment.  Further fi nes 
will be dispensed for any student 
caught texting and walking, or 
sleeping behind the wheel, so make 
sure to catch up on sleep in class 
before hitting the halls! (On second 
thought… That’s not actually a 
good idea.)
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