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Thespian Honor Society inducts biggest class yet
Gabrielle Tropp ‘16
EE Senior News Editor
     On Thursday, May 12th, the 
Trumbull High School chapter of 
the International Thespian Honor 
Society inducted a new class into 
its ranks. This induction was 
the biggest one in the chapter’s 
six year history, with almost 50 
new inductees and 8 Honor Bar 
members. 
     The Trumbull High Chapter 
was founded in 2010, and has been 
growing every since. Every year 
the Thespians put on a fall play 
and spring musical, and take fi eld 
trips to workshops and plays. 
     Criteria for entering the Thes-
pian Society include earning ten 
points through participation in 
various aspects of theatre arts. 
Each point is the equivalent of 
about ten hours of work on a 
show. Every new member of the 
Thespian Society proved them-
selves by dedicating at least one 
hundred hours to their craft, an 
achievement that is truly impres-
sive. In order to earn their spot in 

the honor society, new thespians 
must also be involved in differ-
ent aspects of theatre. Performers 
must participate backstage in some 

capacity, meaning that the THS 
Thespians are very well-rounded 

in their craft. Amanda DeLucia, a 
junior and new thespian inductee, 
spoke on behalf of the induction 
class, citing the people around her 

as her theatre family. 
     The eight new members of the 

Honor Bar class each completed 
sixty points of theatre work, equat-
ing to over six hundred hours 
dedicated to theatre over their four 

years at Trumbull High. The eight 
seniors who made up this group 

also comprised the largest Honor 
Bar class the THS Thespians have 
ever seen, showing the increasing 
dedication and wealth of opportu-
nities the Trumbull High theatre 
program provides. A representative 
of the Honor Bar class also gave a 
speech, speaking of the impact of 
the time these individuals spent 
together. 
     Throughout the ceremony, the 
chapter President and Vice Presi-
dent, two of the co-advisors, and 
Mr. Guarino also spoke, sharing 
with the audience the importance of 
theatre in their lives and the pride 
they felt for their students.
     After the ceremony, the thespians 
held a Peasant Feast (potluck din-
ner named after a tradition started 
by Jonathan Larson, the writer of 
RENT, and his friends) to celebrate 
their accomplishments and their 
years together. Seniors Zac Gott-
schall and Alex Luft also created 
a video documenting the experi-
ences of the class of 2016 on the 
THS stage. Overall it was a great 
night and the Thespian’s biggest 
induction yet. 

THS Mock Car Crash changes minds 
Lia Horyczun‘16
EE Co-Managing Editor

     Last year, Paulina Howard, an 
EMT and a member of the THS 
Class of 2015, put together the 
fi rst Mock Car Crash in 13 years.
     On May 20th, The Class of 
2016 was the fi rst to be able to 
experience this from a safe dis-
tance behind the yellow caution 
tape. 
     Police Sergeant Falkenstein 
stated, “It was a great way for 
the student body of Trumbull 
High to understand the realities 
of what could happen during 
a motor vehicle accident that 
entails basically a driver being 
intoxicated or impaired from 
drugs or alcohol.” 
     Two cars were set up for the 
crash on the front grounds of 
THS, while actors depicted a 
realistic scene of the aftermath 
of this incident. As the injured 
driver was realizing what had 
happened, EMS, police offi cers, 
and fi refi ghters arrived on the 
scene with full sirens blasting. 
     The actors who portrayed 
roles in the car crash were THS 
students Ian Maloney (2016), 
an injured driver, Tess Gorton 
(2017), an injured driver, Emma 
Gorton (2017), an injured driver, 
and Oliver Peters (2018), who 
was dead-on-arrival after going 
through the windshield. 
     Ian Maloney spoke about his 

experience as an actor of the 
mock car crash. 
“There wasn’t much preparation 
on our end,” he said. “We just 
had to get bloodied up, for 
the most part, and we got 
our makeup done. During 
it, it was kind of surreal. 
It was strange to be in 
that position, especially 
because I’m friends with 
the three of them. So to 
have just crashed into 
Emma and killed Oliver 
and injured Tess right next 
to me, it was weird. Obvi-
ously, I knew it was fake,” 
he added, “but it was still 
a strange feeling. And 
then especially when Mrs. 
Gorton came up and was 
yelling at me for injuring 
her kid and her niece, that 
was a little tough too.”
     After her unsuccessful 
attempt last year of the 
mock car crash, Howard 
was beyond excited with 
the turnout. 
     “I am so pleased and 
thankful for all the efforts 
of the different depart-
ments and the school to 
make my event happen,” 
she said. “It was a lot of 
organizing and planning 
and perseverance over the past 
two years, when last year’s got 
rained out. But I learned a lot 
from last year, and I am so happy 

with the way things played out 
for this year and that my dream 
became a reality. Fire, Police, 
and EMS did an amazing job 

managing and securing the 
scene. It was good training for 
all departments as well as mak-
ing an impact. If this Mock Car 

Crash could make even just one 
person think twice about their 
decisions and help to save even 
just one life, then it was so worth 

it,” Howard 
said. 
     THS 
senior Megan 
Anderson 
said, “Espe-
cially around 
the end of 
senior year, a 
lot of people 
think they’re 
invincible, 
and I get it 
because I feel 
it too. But 
it’s important 
to be careful 
and see what 
could possibly 
go wrong.”  
     In the very 
opening, lots 
of seniors 
looked on 
with horror at 
the realistic 
mess of the 
results of a 
distracted 
driver. At one 
point, they 
watched as 

the impaired driver was tested 
for his coordination by walking 
in a straight line and failed. This 
resulted in the impaired driver 

being taken away to jail. 
     In response to the experi-
ence, THS senior Daniel Yankura 
stated, “I felt it was very infor-
mative and quite eye opening. I 
think students will be more care-
ful driving after seeing the Mock 
Car Crash.” 
     Chief of EMS Joe Laucella 
said, “We’re grateful to be part of 
it. We never want to see any-
one get hurt, injured, or in any 
kind of accident. So if we could 
prevent these types of incidents 
from occurring, that is our goal.” 
Chief of the Trumbull Center Fire 
Dept. Eric Levine added, “This is 
not unusual to what we experi-
ence out in the fi eld during actual 
extrications.” 
      Principal Marc Guarino con-
cluded that “If we have one stu-
dent who can think and perhaps 
behave a little bit differently, then 
it was worth bringing everybody 
out here for the day. So I thought 
it was a great opportunity, and 
our student body responded.”
     The lesson of this mock car 
crash, in the words of Principal 
Guarino, is that “this is not a 
lesson on teaching you to be 
better drivers, this is a lesson to 
teach you how to make better 
decisions.” Be safe out there and 
make good decisions, because 
you never know what can go 
wrong in a dangerous situation. 

Principal Marc Guarino poses with the organizer of the 
mock car crash, THS graduate Paulina Howard. Photo 
courtesy of Lia Horyczun.

Thespian seniors pose with old props from their time on the THS stage at the induction. Photo courtesy of 
Matt Bracksieck.
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Is random rooming right for you?

1. Meet with your guidance 
counselor. He/She will be able to 
assist you with the whole process. 
What I have compiled below is 
all stuff that I’ve received from 
my own guidance counselor at 
Trumbull High or advice I have 
gotten from friends in college 
already. Meeting with them will 
allow you to gain more insight 
into the process, and they are there 
to help you! The College/Career 
Specialist, Ms. Bevacqua, (next 
to the College/Career center) is 
a wonderful resource in assisting 
you throughout this process.

2. Narrow down the list of col-
leges that you are considering 
attending. If possible, visit them 
to have a clearer idea of whether 
or not you want to apply there. 
If that isn’t an option, scout their 
website to find information on 
their applicant pool and maybe 
even take a virtual campus tour. 
Talk to your guidance counselor 
about what you are looking for 
in a school to get some more op-
tions too. 

3. Secure the teacher(s) that will 
be writing your letters of recom-
mendation. It is always better to 
ask them before the summer starts, 
so that it isn’t too last minute.

4. Make sure that you meet your 
prospective college’s admission 
requirements. If you do not, 
adjust your senior year schedule 
to meet them or prepare for the 
exams that you need to take and 
send them after the summer. If 
there is a major issue that you 
and your counselor cannot fix, 
send an email/make a phone call 
to admissions to see if they can 

How to survive the college process
make an exception - the contact 
information is always on the col-
lege’s website. 
 
5. Plan out what you want to 
do this summer. Whether you 

are looking at getting a job, vol-
unteering, or anything else that 

would expand your high school 
experience, not only will it impress 
colleges, but it will give you a 
good return for your time (whether 
it be in cash on in experience). It 
will also help you out with your 

college essay. Make sure that it 
is something that you will enjoy 

doing, because that’s what the 
summertime is for. 

6. Prepare for standardized test-
ing. There is your one last shot at 
taking whatever exam you wish 

to take in the 
early months 
of your senior 
year, and sum-
mer prep will 
definitely help 
you achieve the 
score that you 
want .  Don’t 
worry, prepar-
ing for a couple 
hours won’t rip 
your summer 
away from you.

Develop a re-
sume. A resume is a record of 
your accomplishments, activities, 

Keerthi Yalamanchili ’17
EE Senior Features Editor

Jessica Parillo ‘18
EE Senior Opinions Editor

     Part of all the college excite-
ment is getting to meet new people. 
To some, making friends out of 
classmates and roommates is a 
welcomed task. Yet for others, the 
idea of abandoning the comfort of 
high school cliques sparks some 
anxiety. 
     No matter which group you fall 
into, everyone can admit to feeling 
some nervousness over meeting the 
person they will be living in a dorm 
with for an entire school year. The 
question is, is it better to know your 
roommate ahead of time, or to have 
this person selected by the “random 
rooming” process?
     Thanks to some new techniques 
being used by multiple schools 
around the country, meeting your 
roommate doesn’t have to be like 

a blind date. Compatibility tests 
and surveys are provided at most 
schools to ensure that you and your 
r o o m m a t e 
w i l l  s h a r e 
some com-
mon traits and 
interests. 
     Addition-
a l l y,  p r o -
grams such 
as RoomSync 
and Room-
Surf are be-
coming more 
popular ways 
to reach out 
to and get to 
know your 
roommate be-
fore the first 
day of school. 
    “I think that the whole rooming 
thing is pretty scary,” said senior 

Gabby Tropp.  “But I totally trust 
the survey to match me with some-
one who, even if they don’t turn out 

to be my best friend, is compatible 
with my lifestyle.” 

     Some pros of random rooming in-
clude learning how to live with new 
people and respect the space of oth-

ers. Addition-
ally, you will 
have a stronger 
sense of inde-
pendence and 
the chance to 
make lasting 
friendships. 
     On the other 
hand, there are 
some risks in-
volved in the 
random room-
ing process. 
W h i l e  s u r -
veys claim to 
achieve high 
levels of com-

patibility, there 
is always the chance that you and 
your roommate will have some 

conflicting traits. Also, feeling 
uncomfortable with your random 
roommate could lead to distraction 
from studies or cause you to spend 
less time in the dorm. 
     “Your online personality is very 
different from who you actually 
are,” said senior Astonique Robin-
son. “Finding a roommate is hard 
because you have to explain your-
self through pictures and messages, 
and the surveys ask really general 
questions.” 
     Yet despite the pros and cons, col-
lege is a time for students to branch 
out from their comfort zone and try 
new things. Part of this experience 
is meeting new people. So whether 
you prefer to know your roommate 
ahead of time or take a risk and go 
in blind, most relationships end up 
rewarding. As Gabby Tropp said, 
“Who knows? Maybe Lafayette will 
find me my new best friend.”

and work experiences. It is a crucial 
part of your college application 
and it will help to have it done 
and set aside before application 
season hits. 

7. Craft a financial aid plan. The 
FAFSA4caster financial aid estima-
tor will help you determine how 
much aid you can receive when go-
ing to college. Compare the results 
to the actual costs at the colleges to 
which you will apply. In addition, 
research scholarships and start ap-
plying for the ones that open early. 
This form of financial aid provides 
money for college that doesn’t 
need to be repaid, but are generally 
selective and have in application/
interview process. Starting and 
planning which scholarships you 
apply for will save you rush time 
in senior year. 

Photo courtesy of dareuniversity.web.unc.edu.

Photo courtesy of roomsurf.com.
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Katherine Boback ‘17
EE Staff Writer

Smarties party at National 
Honor Society Induction

     On May 19 in the Trumbull 
High School auditorium, over one 
hundred members of the junior 
class were officially inducted 
into the National Honor Society.  
Since 1921, NHS has been rec-
ognizing students that not only 
exhibit scholarship, but also the 
virtues of leadership, service, 
and  character. On Thursday, 111 
juniors joined the over one mil-
lion high school students involved 
in NHS in the United States and 
Canada. 
     The induction took place in the 
evening, in front of the current 
members of the honor society 
and the family members of the 
inductees.  Also at the induction 
were Mrs. Rizza and Mr. Banks, 
the two advisors for our chapter 
of the National Honor Society. 
     The ceremony started off with 
touching speeches from Dr. Cialfi, 
the Trumbull Superintendent, and 
Mr. Guarino, our Principal, where 
they congratulated the inductees 

and affirmed the importance of 
service to our community.  
     Afterward, the NHS officers 
of the senior class discussed what 
the virtues of the honor society 
mean to them. First to the podium 
was Taylor Auten, describing 
the importance of scholarship in 
school and in life. Leadership was 
discussed by Ian Maloney, who 
started off by turning the podium 
around on the stage so that he 
could talk directly to the students.     
     Afterwards, Nikaash Pasnoori 
described the virtue of service, 
followed by an insightful depic-
tion of character by Dante Mon-
tanaro. Each officer followed his 
speech by lighting a candle in 
symbolic reverence to the virtue  
he described.  
     After the speeches, all of the 
members were called by name to 
the front of the group.  
     With every seat on stage filled 
and little space to be spared, there 
was no shortage of applause from 
the audience after all of the names 
were called.     
     All in all, the ceremony ran 
smoothly and the speeches from 

the leaders of the community 
and the current National Honor 
Society officers were very inspi-
rational and optimistic for the year 
to come.  
     Senior and 2016 National Honor 
Society member Kristi Bui saw 
that the ceremony was a great way 
to introduce the new inductees.
     “I really enjoyed watching the 
ceremony and seeing and listening 
to the officers talk. I was especially 
taken at some of their speeches, as 
I felt that they were both inspiring 
and really captured the essence of 
what NHS stands for. I am sure 
that the inductees feel the same 
way. It was also nice to see how 
respectful and poised the induction 
was,” said Bui.
      I can’t be sure how the cer-
emony looked from the audience’s 
point of view, but from the stage it 
was an honor to be accepted into 
an organization that helps so many 
in the community. The inductees 
to the National Honor Society are 
now new members, and are excited 
for what senior year will bring, 
as we say goodbye to the current 
members, and hello to a new year. 

 DNA delights at Cold Spring Harbor Lab
Manya Kidambi ’18
EE Asst. Entertainment Editor

     Recently, Mr. Winters’s AP 
Biology class and Dr. Goodman’s 
Honors Biology class visited the 
Dolan DNA Learning Center at 
Cold Spring Harbor, NY. This 
experience was one to remember, 
with fantastic tour guides and very 
knowledgeable professors. 
     Cold Spring Harbor is a beauti-
ful town situated in Long Island, 
NY. The drive there was extreme-
ly pleasing; after passing the buzz 
of the city, there was nothing but 
nature surrounding the bus, and 
sunlight filling the windows.
      This laboratory is home to the 
Learning Center, where students 
can learn more about the genetic 
material that is the reason for their 
very existence.
     Sophomore Vittorio Colicci 
said, “I’m glad to have had the 
chance to go to Dolan. It was such 
a unique experience, being able to 
use what we learned in class in a 
real-world setting to genetically 
modify bacteria.”
     Students were given an op-
portunity to expand their science 
skills by inserting the gene GFP 
from a jellyfish into a strain of E. 
Coli bacteria, which then glow 
green when exposed to UV light.

     Students began the tour by vis-
iting the museum at the learning 
center, and had an opportunity to 
dab with Otzi the Iceman, face-
swap with Watson and Crick, and 
most im-
portantly, 
learn how 
g e n e t i c 
material 
is impor-
tant to us 
th rough 
i n t e r -
a c t i v e 
t o u c h -
screens. 
      Fol-
l owing , 
the stu-
d e n t s 
went into 
t h e  l a b 
to begin 
t h e  e x -
periment. 
They first 
l e a r n e d 
the back-
ground of 
DNA; the 
well informed Mr. Donat led a 
discussion on the subject. He was 
able to instruct students in proper 
lab procedure and how to handle 
the scientific instruments properly.

      Students put the bacteria in 
petri dishes after inserting the 
gene from the jellyfish in a dish 
of ampicillin, an antibiotic. Later, 
the dishes would be tested to see 

whether or not the gene had an 
effect on the bacteria’s ability to 
survive. 
        “We learned a lot from the lab, 
and it was a lot more fun than sit-

ting in a classroom and taking notes 
on the process. We actually had a 
hands-on experiment, and it was 
really cool do to experiments that 
scientists actually do,” said soph-

o m o r e 
Archana 
Ajay.
      Fol-
l owing 
this pro-
cedure, 
students 
w e r e 
able to 
e n j o y 
l u n c h 
i n  o n e 
o f  t h e 
r o o m s 
n e a r 
the lab. 
A f t e r -
w a r d s , 
t h e y 
w e r e 
split up 
i n t o  3 
g r o u p s 
to take 
a  t o u r 

wand learned more about the lives 
of students at the lab. 
      With a very low acceptance 
rate, the Cold Spring Harbor lab 
is extremely exclusive to students 

who have a passion for the subject, 
but the experience that students 
gain is truly memorable. 
     The tour began in the main build-
ing, and continued on through the 
campus. The tour was extremely 
scenic, stopping at many an in-
credible view, including the Wendt 
Family Laboratory and a plethora 
of interesting sculptures such as 
the Midnight Fair Sculpture by 
Michael Malpass, located near the 
water. 
     The artistry present at the labora-
tory was  exemplified by the sculp-
ture of protein structure outside the 
main building. The protein was 
folded in an alpha helix structure, 
which is an example of second-
ary structure for a protein. The 
sculpture perfectly demonstrated 
a model of the protein while, im-
pressively,  remaining aesthetically 
pleasing.
     “Learning about something is 
one thing, but once you actually 
apply it it’s easier to appreciate how 
much thought and effort goes into 
science,” said Colicci.
     As students who now have a 
better understanding of genetics 
and the subject material, those 
who went on this trip truly have an  
experience to remember. 

Photo courtesy of Manya Kidambi.

Photos courtesy of Lia Horyczun.
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Manya Kidambi ‘18
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Doctors for a day
UConn Medical Center Trip inspires

     After earning a coveted spot 
as one of nine students to go on 
the trip to UConn to experience 
life from the perspective of a 
medical student, I was able to go 
on a fantastic trip to the UConn 
Medical Center on May 18 ac-
companied by Ms. Bevacqua and 
Mrs. Gibson.
     This excursion was one of a 
kind, as this is the only year that 
UConn is conducting the pro-
gram. With a visit to the beauti-
ful Farmington campus, students 
were able to get a view of what 
the eight-year medical program at 
UConn is and what it does.
     “I thought that it was interesting 
how the hospital and the medical 
school were right next to each 
other,” said sophomore Anjeli 
Sambasivam, one of the students 
on the trip, of her first impression.
     Generally, the students were 
impressed by the well-designed 
building immediately upon entry. 
     As mentioned by Sambasivam, 
the hospital and medical school 
are located in the same building, 
which is designed so that students 
are able to interact with patients 
and gain a valuable experience 
dealing with actual patients.
     The tour guide for the trip was 
Nora Gibson, a medical student 
in her second year at UConn. She 
was very friendly and ready to 
speak about her experiences at the 

medical school. 
Upon meeting 
he r,  I  knew 
right away that 
the experience 
would certainly 
be a memorable 
one.
     To begin 
with, students 
had a chance 
to get to know 
Ms. Gibson and 
her background 
and journey to 
medical school.
     Hearing 
her story, I un-
derstood that 
everyone has 
a different expe-
rience in medical school, and 
nobody’s journey is the same. 
This actually furthered my inter-
est because I know that no matter 
what, medical school is always an 
option for me.
     Following, the students took a 
tour of the campus, and explored 
many of the important buildings 
that were located there.
     First, students were able to get 
a view of the library, which holds 
a plethora of books and resources 
so that nobody is ever bored. The 
library is open to the public, so it 
is extremely helpful for those who 
need anything. 
    “I liked the library,” added 
Sambasivam. “It’s more of an in-
viting environment and it doesn’t 

seem very intimidating. There are 
conference rooms so that everyone 
has a place where they can work 
together.”
      The community feel is definitely 
something to appreciate at UConn. 
Ms. Gibson talked about a day in 
which everyone opens letters that 
indicate where they were accepted 
for their residencies, and this 
seemed like something that would 
help to keep the students closely 
connected and aware of what was 
going on.
     After visiting the library, stu-
dents walked around the campus 
and were able to see the new emer-
gency building, which was being 
constructed. The whole campus 
was surrounded by construc-
tion workers and equipment, but 

it didn’t take away 
from the view of the 
campus.
     Mrs. Gibson ex-
plained the impor-
tance of each build-
ing that we passed. 
For example, stu-
dents learned that 
one of the buildings 
located on the cam-
pus was once used to 
raise rats for scien-
tific experiments be-
cause they are easy 
to work with. 
     After THS, stu-
dents went back in-

side for a simula-
tion using a sim 
man, who pos-
sessed many of the 

body functions of a normal human, 
such as breathing, blinking, and 
dilating pupils when exposed to 
bright light. 
      “This was my favorite part of 
the trip,” said Sambasivam.
     Placing two fingers on the 
wrist of the sim man, the students 
could feel his pulse, and using  a 
stethoscope, they could take the 
dummy’s heartbeat.
     Ms. Gibson also mentioned 
that medical students would work 
through scenarios in which they 
would have to deal with a medical 
problem with the dummy, and try 
to resolve it in the most efficient 
way possible.
     Following this fantastic ex-

perience, students were able to 
explore the real world with a 
question and answer session with 
Ms. Gibson and other medical 
students, which proved to be 
extremely useful and helped the 
students learn important infor-
mation about the program. 
    Overall, the experience was ex-
tremely informative and greatly 
helped students to learn more 
about the eight-year program 
at UConn, a program which 
enables students to have an al-
most guaranteed spot in medical 
school. Getting in requires only 
a minimal application process, 
because students apply to the 
program during their senior year 
of high school.
      “This experience was very 
educational and helpful because 
it gave me a chance to learn more 
about UConn when before, I 
wasn’t considering it. Now that 
I know more about the programs 
and the campus, I would be more 
willing to look into it. I feel that 
I should be open to looking at 
all colleges, even if I wasn’t 
considering them before,” said 
Sambasivam.
     Undoubtedly, the experience 
at UConn was one to cherish, as 
it is unlikely that Trumbull High 
School will be able to send stu-
dents there again. However, the 
group that went this year truly 
enjoyed it and hopes to use the 
experiences learned to pursue a 
career in the medical field.

THS Choirs end year on a high note with Spring Concert 
Jessica Parillo ‘18
EE Opinions Editor

     On the night of Wednesday, 
May 18th, the Trumbull High 
School choirs performed their 
spring concert in the auditorium.
     Under the direction of Ms. Anne 
Tornillo, the concert showcased 
5 choirs and 22 songs,  featuring 
over 160 students. 
     Starting the show off on a high 
note was the Concert Choir, whose 
song selection highlighted such 
pieces as “Gloria,” composed by 
Linda Spevacek, and “Amani,” 
which was sung in Swahili and 
performed with a djembe ac-
companiment played by junior 
Alexandra Dima. 
     Performing next was the Fresh-
man Choir, who showcased four 
songs. Two of these pieces, titled 
“Shenandoah” and “Ordinary 
Miracle,” featured four freshmen 
as soloists. 
     Following, the Women’s and 
Men’s Ensembles delighted the 
audience with four vocal pieces 
each. The women featured such 

songs as “Lineage,” an earthy 
piece about one’s heritage, and 
“Hope is the Breath of Music,” 
complete with stunning oboe ac-
companiment provided by senior 
Matthew Buckwald. Audience 
favorites for Men’s Ensemble in-
cluded “Sinner Man” by Kenneth 
Riggs and a 50’s style doo-wop 
piece entitled “Since I Don’t Have 
You,” complete with choreogra-
phy and falsetto. 
     Performing last was the elite 
Trumbull High School Chamber 
Singers, whose repertoire in-
cluded “Exsultate Justi,” as well 
as a haunting gospel melody titled 
“Wade in the Water” which fea-
tured soloists Greg McKeon and 
Michael Lepore. 
     Concluding the evening was a 
combined performance of  “Joy-
ful, Joyful, We Adore Thee,” in 
which all current singers and 
alumni gathered on the stage for 
a grand finale. This has become 
a tradition of the THS Choirs that 
marks the end of another year of 
performances. 

     The night was certainly a special 
one, especially to choir members 
belonging to the graduating class 
of 2016. All seniors were rec-
ognized for their contributions 
and participation in the cho-
ral program and were 
treated to a reception in 
their honor following 
the performance. These 
seniors will walk away 
with four years worth 
of cherished memories, 
including eight school 
performances and two 
major trips.
     Seniors as well as 
underclassmen traveled 
to Louisiana this past 
April to perform their 
vocal selections in the 
musical city of New 
Orleans. In addition to 
being able to explore 
and discover the city, 
the choir had the op-
portunity to share their 
music with audiences 
at Loyola University, 

the World War II Museum, and St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church. 
     Overall, this year has been a 
busy one for students involved in 
the choir with a multitude of travel-
ing and performing opportunities. 

They would like to thank Ms. 
Tornillo for all of her hard work 
and dedication to the group, and 
they look forward to making more 
music next year. 

Photo courtesy of  Manya Kidambi.
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Poppin’ Popsicles 
For a healthy and easy summer 
dessert, make some popsicles 
at home!

You will need:
-Yogurt (either greek or plain, 
and any flavor you’d like)
-Fresh fruit
-Agave or honey
-Popsicle mold

1)Blend 2 cups of the fruit you 
wish to use until it turns into a 
thick, creamy consistency
2)Mix in 2 tablespoons of agave 
or honey into the fruit blend
3)Add in 2 cups of yougurt and 
gently swirl the ingredients to-

Tasty and delightful summer treats
Geethika Kodakara ‘16
EE Staff Photographer

gether (Tip: for a cool tie dye look, 
don’t mix together all the way, so 
that there are patches of color left 
unblended)
4)Pour into your popsicle mold 
and freeze overnight
5)Run the molds under warm wa-
ter to remove the popsicles
6)Enjoy your tasty treat!

Frozen S’more 
Pops

Bring the campfire to the kitchen 
with this updated classic!

You will need:

 
     Spring is melting into summer 
like a popsicle. With the change 
of season comes a change in 
trends. Shed the hoodie and break 
out the shorts and sandals! 
     This summer will be great for 
vintage fashion lovers according 
to Fashioniser and Glamour. The 
90s will be a huge hit, as it was 
this spring. Think light and airy 
slip dresses and moody grunge.   
     The 90s won’t be the only 
resurgence.There will also be 
1970s-inspired suede so don’t 
be afraid to throw on the suede 
jacket that you bought earlier in 
spring. It’ll still be super stylish. 
     Suede isn’t the only 70s-

Have a stylish summer!
Kira Littlejohn ‘16
EE Staff Writer

inspired trend though. Denim 
with patches and exaggerated, 
captivating sleeves that are a cross 
between those of the 1970s and the 
Victorian era will also be in style. 
     Maxi-dresses and skirts were 
another popular item this spring 
that will transition into the sum-
mer, courtesy of Marc Jacobs, 
Valentino and a couple of other 
brands. Many will also be happy 
to know that off-the-shoulder 
sleeves will be in style. Another 
trend is frayed denim shorts, a 
simple way of adding a little edge 
to a wardrobe.
      For an even more dramatic 
look, pair them with gladiator san-
dals, which will also be trending. 
      “I actually do like gladiator 
sandals for the summer.” Madison 
Thomas, a senior, says about the 

trend. 
     However, others don’t find the 
trend so appealing. “I think they’re 
alright, but I don’t like the ones 
that go really high,” Eleni Mane-
siotis, a junior, says, not incredibly 
impressed. 
      For those not interested in 
gladiator sandals, a pair of lace-
up flats or slipper mules may be 
up their alley. After all, both shoe 
styles will be trending. 
     Of course, I can’t end without 
covering the hair trends of this 
summer. According to Elle, this 
summer is the summer to chop off 
locks and keep them off shoulders 
and out of faces. Baby bangs will 
give a little oomph to just about 
any hairstyle while keeping fore-
heads from being too hot. The bob 
will also be popular, as it was in 

the spring. Take inspiration from 
various style-setting stars such 
as Taylor Swift and Rihanna. For 
those who want a new look but are 
afraid of cutting too much off, long 
layers is the way to go. 
     “Instead of cutting a straight 
line, I’m taking large vertical sec-
tions and point cutting into the hair 
to remove split ends and create a 
very soft, sort of ragged edge for 
a more organic feeling.” Stylist 
Patrick Melville of Elle, says to 
describe one of his signature hair-
styles. For a mental image, think 
of Ciara or Kendall Jenner’s hair. 
This summer is also the summer 
to embrace texture. Show off those 
curls, ladies!
     There are so many different 
styles to try this summer ranging 
from stylish shoes to amazing 

hairstyles. The season may be 
changing, but there will be plenty 
to wear and experiment with.

-A tray
-Wax paper
-Wooden picks/
skewers
-Large marshmal-
lows
-A bowl of graham 
cracker crumbs
=-A bowl of melt-
ed milk chocolate 
chips

Line tray with wax 
paper.
Insert wooden pick/
skewer into the end 
of each marshmal-
low. Leave enough of the pick or 
skewer out to hold.
Dip marshmallows into the melted 
chocolate, coating them com-
pletely.
Roll your chocolate covered 
marshmallows in the graham 
cracker crumbs.Photo courtesy of floatingkitchen.net

Place them on you wax paper lined 
tray. Freeze them for about 20 min-
utes, until the chocolate sets.
Pop the s’mores in your mouth and 
eat them up!

Photo courtesy of krafrecipies.
com

Pictured above: Keira Knightley 
Photo courtesy of shorthair-

stylesandcuts.com

Salena Hingorani ‘17
EE Staff Writer
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4 Free Apps Every Student Needs to Have To Stay 
Organized
Martha Hegley ’16
EE Lifestyle Editor

Self Control 
This app is perfect for the pro-
crastinators. If you, like me, fi nd 
yourself checking social media or 
getting distracted while studying, 
this app lets you enter sites to 
block for a certain amount of time. 
For example, if you are tempted to 
watch Netfl ix instead of writing 
your history paper, you can choose 
to block the website for an hour 
so that you can write your paper 
distraction-free. This is available 
for Mac computers, but there are 
similar versions for other devices 
as well. 

     Intuit 
This app is designed to help stu-
dents stay on time and on budget. 
This app manages your spending 
habits and helps you to stay on 
track. You can also set remind-
ers on this app to alert you when 
certain bills are due or when you 
go over your budget. This app 
is a lifesaver to any student, but 
especially college students who 
will be on their own for the fi rst 
time. It is available on a desktop 
or a phone, and can be downloaded 
on an Apple or Android.

   
    
              
               

Christina DeBenedetto ‘16
EE Staff Writer

Top 10 activities for summer

1. Take a trip into NYC 
to see a Broadway 
play.

2. Go to Six Flags or 
Lake Compounce.

3. Set up a tent and a fi re 
to camp in your back-
yard.

4. Get a bunch of friends 
together to have a bar-
beque.

5. Go hiking at Sleeping 
Giant State Park.

6. Have a picnic at Five 
Pennies Park (or if 
you are feeling really 
adventurous - Central 
Park in NYC).

7. Start a neighborhood 
game of Ultimate Fris-
bee or volleyball.

8. Enjoy a day at the 
beach and start a col-
lection of seaglass.

9. Go on a scavenger 
hunt with a group of 
friends.

10. Geocaching.

Photo courtesy of battenkillriversports.com.

Photo courtesy of thesportsshack.com.

Evernote
This app has been a lifesaver 
for me so many times. It is very 
easy to use and keeps everything 
organized. You can quickly create 
folders, checklists, organize your 
calendar, and take notes for class. 
You can also take pictures of im-
portant documents and receipts, 
record audio which will help with 
college lectures, and set remind-
ers for due dates of assignments. I 
personally love this app because it 
keeps all the information you need 
in one place. It is available for both 
Apple and Android products. 

Photo courtesy of itunes.apple.com.

Cram
This app is similar to Quizlet in 
that it helps you to make and keep 
track of fl ashcards. This is a quick 
and easy way to study for any 
subject. The thing that I like about 
Cram is that not only are there 
fl ashcards, but there are quick and 
easy interactive games that are fun 
as well as informative. If you need 
a quick brush-up in any subject, 
this app will help you. It is avail-
able as a mobile app but also on a 
desktop or laptop as well. 

Editor’s 
Pick

A “purr”fect 
stress 

reliever
Senior and Co-Managing 
Editor Kristi Bui and her 
friends have taken to a new 
method to relax, in a form 
of a game phone app called 
Neko Atsume. 

How to play
To play the game, players 
place objects in different 
locations on a screen. These 
objects will attract different 
types of cats and the game 
is played in real time, mean-
ing that cats come and go 
throughout the day. Players 
must also place food for the 
cats; otherwise, they will 
not visit. After the visiting 
cats leave, they leave either 
silver or gold fi sh, which can 
be used to purchase more 
objects for cats. Besides that, 
there are special rare cats 
that only appear in certain 
circumstances, which are 
variable depending on what 
food and what objects the 
player has out.

A way to unwind
The game has been a stress 
reliever for my friends and 
I. Since we’re all seniors, 
we’re often stressed out 
from school work and col-
lege preparations. Thus, 
it’s nice to just drop every-
thing throughout the day and 
check on the cats.

Cats that have appeared in 
Kristi Bui’s personal file of 
Neko Atsume. Photo courtesy 
of Hit-Point Co., Ltd.

Photo courtesy of  caseorganic.com. Photo courtesy of google.com. 
Photo courtesy of  itunes.apple.com.

Bizarro at Six Flags New England. Pho-
to courtesy of themeparkreview.com.
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Poetry Slam is slam dunk 
Rachel Tropp ‘16
EE Editor-in-Chief

Gabrielle Tropp ‘16
EE Senior News Editor

“This was easily the scariest thing 
I’ve ever done. I’m not new to the 
stage, but there was something 
different when it came to perform-
ing my poetry. Not only does it 
challenge you to be open, but you 
learn so much about other people. 
The people I’ve grown close to 

On Friday, May 20th, hun-
dreds of students gathered in the 
THS auditorium to watch words 
come to life. Thirty poets, nar-
rowed down from an audition 
pool of fifty, came together to 
share thoughts on life and loss, 
love and family, mental illness 
and beauty. The audience laughed 
and cried in turn as the poets told 
both jokes and personal tales, with 
themes ranging from suicide to 
school stress. 

The occasion marked the 
fi fth year in a row that THS Po-
etry took the stage in this annual 
poetry slam, a tradition that has 
now become a huge part of THS. 
Poetry classes taught by Mrs. Bal-
ter, Mrs. Shupp, and Mrs. Garcia 
have been working for months to 
plan the event, including fundrais-

ing by selling T-shirts and getting 
advertising sponsors, funds which 
went partially to the prizes earned 
by the top fi ve poets, ranging from 
headphones to a GoPro. 

Classes also worked to plan a 
kickoff day May 16th, exciting the 
school by putting on a mini-slam 
in the chorus room throughout 
the day.

Senior Caroline Slack said, 
“Performing in the poetry slam is 
an incredible experience. Watch-
ing the other poets perform almost 
opens you up into their world. 
You can learn so much about a 
person from their poetry. Bringing 
something so personal to such a 
large audience is obviously a bit 
nerve-wracking, but the crowd 
is so supportive, and everyone is 
super appreciative of the poets. It’s 
defi nitely a gratifying experience, 
and after both of the slams I’ve 
competed in, I’ve been inspired 
to write more. I would defi nitely 
recommend that anyone interested 
in poetry try out next year.”

Slack was right that the audi-
ence was supportive. Anytime 

a poet stumbled or forgot a line, 
people would begin cheering 
and yelling, “You got this!” The 
bravery needed to take the stage 
was defi nitely aided by the ac-
ceptance and encouragement of 
the hundreds of onlookers.

Senior Erin Garrity said, 

throughout the process are some 
of the most inspiring people I’ve 
ever met. Everyone has a story to 
tell-- and I am so grateful I had the 
chance to share a little bit of mine.”

The top five poets were, in 
order: Emma Hopwood, Cam 
Kacin, Daejah Woolery, Kristen 
Lethbridge, and Colby Laracuente. 
Each poet had a truly unique style, 
ranging from social commentary 
in rap form to hilarious comedy 
via list poem. Emma Hopwood, 
the winner of the slam, confronted 
issues she faces in her life with 
anxiety and gender expression in 
her poems. 

She said, “It’s a moment of my 
life I will never forget. I was over-
whelmed with support from people 
that came. My poem came from my 
own insecurities, and sharing my 
piece was empowering. It felt great 
to have my voice heard.”

Zombies and Romance
Benjamin Vu ‘16
EE Senior Entertainment Editor

Michael Kalendra ‘16
EE Staff Writer

The novel Apocalipstick was 
written by Trumbull High’s own, 
Dr. Lisa Acerbo back in 2013. 
This is a great story for everyone 
as it has something for everyone 
whether it is zombies or romance. 

The book begins with a virus 
that has wiped out the popula-
tion, creating zombies.. The main 
protagonist, Jenna, lives in this 
post-apocalyptic world as she 
tries to stay one step ahead of 
the shambling dead. After losing               
everything she once knew, she 
needs to quickly adapt to be able 
to move on and survive.

while staying alive. The fight 
scenes are very interesting and ex-
citing to read about and I couldn’t 
put the book down at these parts.

The group dynamic between 
the survivors is also very interest-
ing. Although the biggest threat 
in this post-apocalyptic world is 
clearly the undead, the group also 
must face confl ict with each other 
and other survivors. A rival group 
appears with the desire to take 
over and the clash between the 
two bands of people ultimately 
cause for one deadly showdown. 
This leads to friendships being cut, 
heads rolling and outpourings of 
the heart, from both the zombies 
the group. 

Apocalipstick is a great story 
of survival and of the heart as both 
the group must survive each other 
and the undead as a new virus 
takes over. There are so many plot 
twists and interesting story lines. I 
strongly recommend this book and 
it would be a great novel to add to 
your summer reading list.

The novel was written by                     
Trumbull High School’s own Dr. 

Lisa Acerbo.

Jenna is a refreshing character 
and one unique to this genre. She 
makes mistakes and has problems. 
She is not a typical hero and acts 
like a normal human being. This 
allows for the reader to really con-
nect to her character as she acts 
similar to real people do.

The novel also has romance 
for those interested in more than 
just the usual “horror” genre. 
While the virus kills and turns 
people into zombies, there are 
third parties who become vam-
pires. Caleb, Jenna’s love interest, 
happens to be one such person and 
their relationship evolves through-
out the course of the book.  

Those that like zombies will 
love the dark battles with the 
hordes of the undead as the group 
of survivors tries desperately to 
secure food and medical supplies 

The cover art for the novel, 
Apocalipstick.

If you want to read more by Dr. 
Acerbo, check out Remote.

The winner of the Poetry Slam, Emma Hopwood, poses for a group 
photo with her friends after the slam ends. 

Reality Winners

The winner of Season 10 of the 
Voice, Alisan Porter. She was on 

Team Christina Aguilera.

The winners of Season 22 of 
Dancing with the Stars are Nyle 
DiMarco and his partner Peta 

Murgatroyd.

Benjamin Vu ‘16
EE Senior Entertainment Editor

Tuesday, May 24, 2016 was 
a big night for reality competition 
shows. Both ABC’s Dancing with 
the Stars and NBC’s The Voice 
crowned the winners of the show. 

The winner of season 10 of 
The Voice was Alisan Porter. Her 
coach was Christina Aguilera. 

This would be the fi rst time that 
a female judge had ever won the 
show. In the past, Blake Shelton, 
Usher, Adam Levine, and Pharrel 
Williams have all won the show 
at least once. Shelton and Levine 
have won multiple times.

Alisan Porter was a frontrun-
ner on the show throughout the 
season with standout performances 
week after week. She got all four 
chairs at her Blind Auditions and 
had her studio version of her 
performance reach the Top 10 on 
iTunes six times.

Before coming onto the show, 
Porter was a child actress and was 
known for her lead role as Curly 

Sue in the 1991 movie, Curly 
Sue. She was also the youngest 
participant ever to win Star Search
at age fi ve.

The winner of Season 22 of 
Dancing with the Stars are Nyle 
DiMarco and his partner Peta Mur-
gatroyd. This was Murgatroyd’s 
second time winning the show.

DiMarco amazed the judges 
and the audience with his amazing 
dance skills every week. In addi-
tion to the hard task of learning the 
dance routines quickly, DiMarco 
faced an additional obstacle in his 
path - being deaf. DiMarco had to 
learn ballroom dances to music he 
could not even hear.

Despite his disability, DiMar-
consistently scored highly and was 
near the top of the leaderboard. His 
handicap did not ever stop him and 
he hoped to be a role model for 
other deaf people. 

Before winning the show, Di-
Marco was the winner of Season 
22 of America’s Next Top Model.



Congratulations Class of 2016! 
Stepping into the New World

Auburn University
Amanda Teixeira

Denver Community College
Samantha Platz

Arizona State University
Casey Coughlin
Michael Devito

University of Arizona
Lauren Coty

University of Kentucky
Cat Primavera
Kaila Zarrelli

Georgia Institute 
of Technology
Snehil Mahajan

Savannah College 
of Art and Design

Maly Pel

University of Hawaii at Manoa

Lizzy Mullen 

Azusa Pacifi c University
Carolyn Lubbert

San Diego State Univeristy
James Donahue

Kyle Tesei

University of California, Los Angeles 
Christina DeBenedetto

Going to Work
Nick Shea

Vinny Mobilio
Olivia Day

Taking a Gap 
year

Caitlin Briganti
Ellie Foden
Julie Trinh

Rachael Joyce

Canada

Florida State University
Elizabeth Greiner

Keeley Greenwood

North Carolina State 
University

Lauren Adiletta

Serving Our Country
Navy

Grady Gunter
Wayne Bulkley

Marine Corps
Neil Baunach
Sam Guttman

ROTC
Billy Mastroni 

Vasili Papanikolaou 
Shane McMahon  

Kyle Dewalt

Pasco-Hernando Sate 
College

Kate Curtis

Loyola University of 
Chicago

Andrew Mather

Trinity Christian 
College

Denise Hallstrom

Indianna 
University

Eddie Giovannini
Molly Denstedt

Purdue University
Austin Jin

Case Western Reserve 
University 

Matt Plumeau

Miami University
Lizzie Carpenter

Ohio State University
Abigail Holmes
Bruna Venicio

Madeline Erenberg
Sarah Grady 

Stephanie Chow

Xavier University
Mike Pagliaro

University of Houston
Tara Manuel

McGill University
Kelsey McKeon

Brigham Young University
Dan Yankura

Tulane University
Matt Buckwald

Eckerd College
Ellie Foden

Flager College
Jen Vojt 

University of Minnesota
Kyri Marinos

University of Tampa
Joey Walsh

Cristina DosPassos



Congratulations Class of 2016! 
Stepping into the New World

Fairfield University
Annabelle Liptak
Connor Dunleavy

Emily Ramsey
Enkeleta Mjeshtri

Jack Moriarty
Kayla Chevrette
Kira Littlejohn
Maeve Hegley
Maria Klein

Martha Hegley
Martina Goda
Robert Long

Champlain College
Chris Eigenrauch 
Ryan Rampino

Spencer Whiteway
Steven Baumann

St. Michael’s College
Alyssa Breunig

University of Vermont
Caroline Slack
Jenna Ingersoll

Michael Gasparrini
Nicole Fryer

Lynchburg University
Autumn DesRoches

University of Virginia
Mia Hampford

The Citadel
Chris Lyons

College of Charleston
Anjelika Servetas
Keara Chapman
Sara Thornton

University of South Carolina 
Taylor Giannetta

University of Delaware
Alexa Pellenberg

Caitlyn Manz 
Dean Martel 
Sarah Dwyer
Jack Leonard
Libby Masi

Victoria Gutowski

University of Maine
Andrew Piccirillo 

James Seuch
Patrick Huynh

Steven De Vellis

American University
Astonique Robinson

Jordan Buckman
Sam Gross

Taylor Berlin

George Washington University
Anuj Sisodiya 

Spencer Rauner 
Steven Stanton

Georgetown University
Patrick Carroll

James Madison University
Drew Haight

Megan Anderson

Daniel Webster College

Ashley Osterberger

Dartmouth College

Zac Gottschall

Franklin Pierce College

Tyler Vieux
Will Riczu

Keene State College

Jayce Barone

Jennifer Becker

Noah Grubler
Ryan Mutz

Southern New Hampshire University

Kayla Gilronan

University of New Hampshire

Alyssa Dean
Bailey Brooks

Brooke Foley

Cameron Hutchins

Catherine Micinilio

Courtney Walsh

Frankie Tujak-Weiss

Gabriela Misiewicz

Jack Fairfield
Reed Pfeffer
Sarah Pogany

 

Brown University
Taylor Auten
Benjamin Vu

Bryant University
Luciano Sclafani

Morgan Story

Johnson and Wales
Joey Ryan

Lizzie Stegeman
Micalah Wright

Providence College
Emily Collins

Roger Williams University
Don Cervone

Assumption College
Emily Grillo

Emma Maguire

Boston University
Christina Tavella

Emerson College
Casey Marazita

Emmanuel College
Tori Rieger

Harvard University
Rachel Tropp

Lasell College
Gabi Sigona

Lesley University
Maddy Strausser

Massachusetts College of Art and 
Design

Emery Behanna

Massachusetts College of Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences 

Rieya Philip

Merrimack College
Sarah Polzello

The College of New Jersey
Justin Waldek

Villanova University
Bridget Ryan
Sean Teixeira

Bates College
Alex Ignatov

Maine Maritime 
Academy

Sydney Adams

Northeastern University
Ava Gallo

Eric Rosales
James Allen
Kristi Bui

Logan FitzGibbons 
Maddy Weinstein

Springfield College
Anthony Angotta

Marisa Valenti
Miranda Hass

Stonehill College
Jimmy McEwan

Suffolk University
Lauren DeNomme

Tufts University
Dylan McEniry

Hannah Sudhakar
Michael Kenler

University of Massachusetts - 
Amherst

Jaclyn Cortina

University of Massachusetts- Lowell
Persephone Hoefle

Wentworth Institute of Technology
Mike Rivnak

North Carolina State 
University

Lauren Adiletta

Stony Brook University
Amanda Daigle

Julianne Mirmina

Hofstra University
Elisheva Brodie
Michael Lepore

Fordham University
Amy Carrillo

Aravind Sureshbabu
Jonathan Tinker-Lamothe

Magee Snyder
Shravan Wadhwa

Marymount Manhattan College
Alexie Thompson

Dana Sorge
Hailey Zanesky

Manhattanville College
Cristina Masi

New York University
Dante Montanaro

Guida Alarumi

Parsons School of Design
Leah Freeman

Hunter College 
Dominika Tomcyzk

Iona College
Dan Russo

Elvis Rodriguez

RIT
Lia Horyczun
Alex Twomey

St. John’s University
Amanda Marconi

Andrew Sevey

Binghamton University
Molly Moran

Pace University
Deirdre Ronnow
Kelly Dutertre 

Kylie Whitmeyer

Alex Coenraads
Allie Gruner

Andrea Veilleux
Anna Cerulli

Arin Lara
Chelsea Chen

Corinne Maignan
Daniel Fernandes

Dylan Wong
Emily Eisdorfer
Emma Hopwood

Francesca Esposito
Gaby Lindade

Geethika Kodakara
Heather Lopez

Jamie Kasiewicz
Janet Mai

Jeff Penkoff
Joslyn Depina

Julia Evangelista
Julie Musto

Katherine Griffin
Kathleen Kaufmann

Keanna Milyo
Kelly Cranston

Kristina Vetter
Kyle Marlin

Lauren Ciulla
Lauren Knapp

Lauren Zielinski
Lindsey McMorris

Mason Freund
Matt Scalzo
Max Neary

Michael Belousov
Natalia Hernandez

Nathan Shaw
Nikaash Pasnoori
Rachel McHugh
Robert Schlatter 

Rose Lisi
Rushabh Damania 
Ryan Akhundzadeh

Ryan Pyrch
Shanna Arneth 
Simran Khatri

Srishti Banerjee 
William Waller 

Vidyalaxmi Kandarpa

Eastern Connecticut State University
Amy Smith

Ashley Smith
Ben McCullough

Briana Shore
Christian Lathrope

David Caisse
Ethan Zacks

Jamie Malaterra
Julia Vitali

Kelsey Cunningham
Mary Grace Burdick

Nathan Brunetti
Nicole Goldman
Tom Zimmerman

Tori Baker

University of Connecticut - Stamford
Klaudia Ptaszek
Kristen Dutertre

Chris Soltis

Norwalk Community College
Aaron Caraballo
Angely Hartnack 
Angie Suquilanda 

Brian Keyes
Gabe Secula

Jeremiah Caraballo
Matthew Alegi
Mick Mcleod

Western Connecticut State 
University

Andrew Scott
Jeremy Friedler
Jill O’Connell

Justin Hirshfield
Kris Dicocco
Kris Michel

Nikki Hasiotis
Sarah Angelo

TaylorAnne Turechek
TJ Croke

Paul Mitchell School
Jasmine Bautista

Trinity College
Brielle Jones

Trevor Bellows

University of Hartford
Marceline De Angelis

Albertus Magnus College
Cassidy Scofield
Korina Zelaya

Southern Connecticut State University
Angie Suquilanda
Antonio Rotundo

Corinne Harris
Chrysoula Vlamis
Daniel Belousov
Emma Schober
Haley Mocker

Halley Shambra 
Jake Klein

Jeremy MacMath
Jessica Fitts
Jon De Rosa
Julia Starrett
Kate Goss

Lauren Brideau
Maria Chappa
Maya Obeid

Megan Mendell
Mike Vartuli

Monica Reardon
Octavia Williams

Olivia Moreno
Pennie Bellios

Rachel Iassogna 
Sabrina Migliarese

Sarah Holodnak
Sawyer Nicholas

Sophia Trotta
Tiffanie Edwards

University of New Haven
                        Christen Maccone
                              Diana Jones

Dylan Evangelista
Ian Maloney
Nate Gross

Shane McMahon
Vasili Papanikolaou

Yale University
Jessica Oki

Housatonic Community College
Alexandria Hayes

Gabby Zweig
Haydee Folgar
Josh Losonci

Julia Daly
Leyth Alarumi

Linsey Atherton
Madison Thomas

Robert Madar
Sean Dobel

Sacred Heart University
Billy Mastroni
Brooke Plitnick

Deaglan McDade
Jenny Canapetti
Laila McGeorge
Lindsey Bottino

Madeline Jabbour
Megan Thaler
Rachel George

Sabrina Paz
Sofia Iacono

Vanessa Vizcarrondo

University of Bridgeport
Alia Mostafa
Alex Rauso

Aquilino Rodriguez
Jorge Alvarez
Rachel Card

Quinnipiac University
Amy Zammarieh
Devanshi Thakkar
Gabriella Decker
Morgan Regent
Nicole Borges

Nick Montimurro

University of Connecticut

Gettysburg College
Emily Ciancimino

Ben Hazen Drexel University
Andrew Jurgielewicz

Temple University 
Amulya Vykunta

Rozzie Moran

University of Pennsylvania
Becky Molinoff

Lafayette College
Gabby Tropp

Pennsylvania State University
Alana Joachim
Andrew Bont

Elizabeth Blanchfield
Jake Uber

Kaleigh Bieling
Deleware Valley College

Isabella Richardson
Kirsten Zwally

Elon University
Mary DiMartino

High Point University
Danny McCabe

University of North Carolina 
Greensboro

Christina Buehler

East Carolina University
Josh Hannibal
Kyle Dewalt

Samantha Kaplan

Central Connecticut State 
University

Alex Johnson
Alex Rydelek
Brenda Valle

Brenna Doherty
Daniel Duong
Eddy Sevilla

Emalee Ormond
Jen Clemente
John Granata 

Joseph Tivadar
Josh Lopez

Justin Appleby
Michael Kalendra
Nick Amendola

Paul Buzel
Sunny Patel

Cornell University
Bhavya Bhushan

Cory Haslam

Joesph Pleva
Katie Rubin

Melissa Doran

Salve Regina University
Caroline Prezioso

University of Rhode 
Island

Connor Perry
Emma Soltis
Jared Stickle
Mia Boehn

Skyler Marini
Morgan McPartland

Nicole Mitri
Vincent Dias

Loyola University Maryland
Peter Sweeney

Nicole Anderson

Stevenson University
Hope Nyarady

University of Maryland
Hayley Ratick 

Jack Moore
Jake Rubinstein

TJ Coughlin

Post University
Jake Bova

Syracuse University
Alex Recker
Erin Garrity
Halle Ryan 

SUNY Purchase
Lilly Steers

SUNY Fredonia
Elena Kemper

Wagner College
Alex Luft

Stephen Nagy

Morrisville State College
Amber Purciello
Kassandra Sebas
Paula Rodriguez

Nassau Community College
Delaney Prevost

Eckerd College
Ellie Foden

Florida Atlantic University
Isabelle Malakpour

Nick Gage

Gateway Community College 
Conor Crowley

Lindsey Sparano

Flager College
Jen Vojt 

Marist College
Ben Skyer

Connor Gillis

Monroe College
Joe Jones

Paul Smith’s College
Kaleigh Grom

University of Connecticut-  Avery 
Point

Joe Nemchek

Lyme Academy College of 
Fine Arts

Kristen Lethbridge
Mitch Vecchione

University of Miami
Madeline Parente

Coastal Carolina 
University

Mitchell French

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University

Peter Douglass

Disclaimer: Not all seniors responded to our survey
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Rookie to Recruited: The High School Athlete Struggle
Katelynn Romanchick ‘17
EE Staff Writer

It’s a dream for the majority 
of high school athletes to be able 
to extend their sports careers 
into college. After high school, 
everything is expanded. The com-
petition, the intensity, the love for 
your sport; all these aspects are 
built upon, and that’s why it’s so 
appealing to the most determined 

and talented at school. 
In high school, the key word 

is recruitment. Colleges look for 
athletes performing well on the 
field and in the classroom, choos-
ing a select few for their programs. 
For some sports, recruiting is clear 
cut. Sports like cross country and 
swimming and diving provide 
clear times and amounts for col-
leges to look at. However in many 
sports, the process is more compli-

cated, and much more work. 
Sophomore Shannon Siebold 

recently committed to Rutgers 
University to play Division One 
lacrosse. Unlike some sports, la-
crosse recruits girls early in their 
high school careers, even as early 
as eighth grade going into ninth. 

Siebold started getting recog-
nition from colleges the summer 
before her freshman year. Siebold 
was asked how she felt about the 

early recruitment process. “I’m 
for it.” she said, “I spent so much 
time over the summer looking at 
colleges at such a young age, that 
it became something I just loved 
to do. I was lucky enough to have 
my parents bring me anywhere 
whenever we found a place that 
had interest in me. It made a huge 
impact on me positively and I’m 
so glad I was lucky enough to find 
my dream school so early.” 

This put her in a position most 
seniors find themselves in; where 
do I want to commit myself for four 
years after high school?  Being an 
amazing athlete was not enough 
to get automatic recruitment, and 
the work she had to put in was 
astonishing.

 “It was a lot of work. I spent 
almost the entire summer last year 
chasing coaches across the country 
to Florida, Virginia, Massachu-
setts, Pennsylvania, and a ton of 
other places. Any tournament that 
a coach was going to, I was there.  
Also, the camps were exhausting. 
Three or four days of constant 
running at Maryland or Duke with 
coaches breathing down your back 
isn’t easy. But despite the work 
I would definitely do it all over 
again. I met some incredible people 
and learned so many lessons,” she 
said.

All that hard work paid off 
with her commitment to Rutgers. 
Ahead of the game and going into 
her junior year, Siebold can take a 
break from college stress that for 
others will be just beginning.  

The driving force behind all of 
Siebold’s success is her love for the 
game. She said, “I love the speed 
of the game, it’s so quick.” she ex-
plained, “You can come back from 
a huge difference in points, and it 
isn’t unheard of. At the same time 
you have to hold on to your goals 
on defense, it’s such a cool sport.”  

With all of her effort and expe-
rience, Siebold gave some advice 
to any younger players hoping to 
be recruited. She said, “Just get out 
there. Go to as many tournaments 
and camps as you can, the more 
exposure the better. It’s going to be 
tiring and very stressful at times but 
in the end it’s all worth it.”Sophomore Shannon Siebold takes the ball down the field past Brookfield’s Savannah Ryan. Photo courtesy of Robert Taylor Photography.

Sports Authority Declares Bankruptcy
Arnav Srivastava ‘19
EE Staff Writer

No matter the game, Sports 
Authority always has the quality 
equipment you need to get your 
game on. However, the famed 
sports equipment retailer had 
claimed bankruptcy in March. 
Although the company had ex-
cellent products at great prices, 
the company was lacking in one 
crucial perspective: online sales. It 
is now becoming a moderate trend 
for giant companies such as Sports 
Authority to suffer great loss due 
to their incapability in online sales. 
Now, one of the world’s most suc-
cessful sports retailers is hurtling 
down towards its doom.

Although it had seemed that 
Sports Authority had a sturdy 
plan to solve the crisis, in which 
they would close about 140 stores 
and keep on functioning indepen-
dently, Sports Authority’s position 
is only worsening. All of the inves-
tors of Sports Authority seem to 
dislike the company’s plan to sell 
some stores (earning some money) 
and continue operating, and refuse 

to fund it. Without any capital, the 
company is put in jeopardy and 
has minimal ability to exploit any 
of its plans.

Currently, the company is 
calculating the value of its assets, 
as if no action is taken soon, Sports 
Authority may end up selling itself 
and be completely taken over by 
another company. Through this 
method, the stores themselves may 
still be functional, saving many 
from unemployment, but will 
likely operate through a different 
name chosen by the new owner. 

In a worst case scenario, all of 
the stores will simply shut down 
and become idle. Most experts 
predict that the majority of the 
chain will dissolve away soon, one 
way or the other.

However, Sports Authority is 
desperately looking for investors, 
as well as potential buyers of the 
company in whole or partially. The 
company is self-imposing a bid to 
settle the price of its assets, hoping 
it can beat its future expectations. 
The outcome of this search will 
determine the future of the com-
pany, including how many stores 

will be closed, and whether the 
company will still be functioning. 
Unfortunately, it seems that the 
company’s desperate search will 
soon be coming to an end, as the 
only interested investor, Modell’s 
Sporting Goods, has backed out 
of the deal. 

In conclusion, it seems as 
though Sports Authority is in for a 
serious decline of stores. If Sports 
Authority is to have some stores 
remain and survive through their 
struggle, then stores will likely 
remain where Dick’s Sporting 
Goods, the superior competitor, 
does not have established mar-
kets to be able to survive from 
competition. This area includes 
the Midwest and Northwest of the 
United States, so Connecticut can 
pretty much expect to see Sports 
Authority stores to soon disband.

Hopefully, Sports Authority 
stores will miraculously make it 
out of their situation. Sports Au-
thority is quite crucial to Connecti-
cut’s economy, and having all of its 
stores going out business will deal 
a blow to the state. It will be great 
if the stores are purchased by new 

Sports Authority on Main Street in Bridgeport is scheduled to close 
down as the company has declared bankruptcy. Photo courtesy of 
ctboom.com

investors, as that way many people 
will stay be employed. However, in 
doing so and changing stores to a 
different name, customers can no 
longer be guaranteed of the excel-
lent quality and service Sports 
Authority provides. This can even 
affect the equipment purchasing 
options for our school’s very own 

sports teams, as soon less retailer 
competition may lead to more ex-
pensive prices from competitors.

Let’s keep our fingers crossed 
that Sports Authority gets a handle 
on its struggle and keeps its name 
alive.
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Top Runner Katelynn Romanchick’s Journey as an Athlete
Bhavya Bhushan ‘16
EE Sports Senior Editor

Over the last three years, 
Katelynn Romanchick has earned 
the school record for the mile, 
consistently placed first for the 
cross country team, and has been 
voted captain for next year’s 
cross country and track teams. 
Her achievements as a runner are 
outstanding. Surprisingly, as a 
freshman Romanchick’s only plan 
was to play basketball.

Romanchick said, “I only 
ran a couple of 5k’s before and I 
thought running was gross. I never 
wanted to keep up with it.” How-
ever, Romanchick’s plans quickly 
changed when her mother signed 
her up for cross country without 
telling her. 

After the sudden change 
in plans, Romanchick’s goal of 
was to just keep up in order to 
train for basketball. Romanchick 
described the first practice, say-
ing, “It was an ‘easy run’ of three 
mile. The coach was just talking 
and laughing the entire time and 
I was dying to stay up front and 
pretend to be just as not tired as he 
was. I remember going home and 
saying ‘Mom I ran three miles.’ 
It was crazy to me then. At that 
point I didn’t even know what 
cross country was, I just knew I 
was running.”

Two weeks later Romanchick 
ran her first race. “I went into the 
race not expecting anything, just 
hoping to finish” Romanchick 
said. She did more than just finish. 
The freshman started the race at 
fifth place for the team, but passed 
others as the race went on. With 
one mile left, Romanchick passed 
the team captain, then number one 
runner for the team, finishing in 
fourth place overall and first place 
for the team. Romanchick con-
tinued to place first for the team 

during the rest of the season, even 
earning second team all FCIAC.

Despite her success on the 
team, it took another year for 
Romanchick to focus completely 
on running.  Romanchick said, “I 
still viewed it as something to get 
me in shape for basketball, but I 
did get more motivated.”

Romanchick started to realize 
that she wanted to become a full 
time runner during her sophomore 
year, when she would run at indoor 
track practices in the winter then 
go to basketball practice after. 
Romanchick said, “I loved bas-
ketball, but I was starting to love 
track and running just as much. 

The more I thought about it the 
more it was clear to me. Of course 
I knew I could get more attention 
and money at a D1 level school 
through running, but it wasn’t 
just that. I became so close with 
people on the track team. It was 
like a second family to me, and 
it’s even more so now.”

The next year, Romanchick 
quit basketball for indoor track 
and the difficult decision paid 
off. Romanchick was incredibly 
successful during her first season 
of indoor track, making it all the 
way to New Balance Nationals. 
She said, “Not taking winter off 
definitely helped me improve 

my times a lot, more than I ever 
imagined. I never had to get back 
into shape during a season because 
I was always in shape. I went from 
eighth in the FCIAC for the two 
mile to eighth in New England. 
Last year I was 12th in the FCIAC 
for cross country and I’ll be going 
into my senior year seeded first. It’s 
amazing to look back at the runner 
I was and know all the work I put 
in paid off.”

Running completely changed 
Romanchick’s goals for high 
school, for the better.  At least 
once a week, Romanchick is 
called down to C House to pick up 
recruitment letters, among which 

include those from the University 
of Connecticut and Sienna College. 
As Romanchick enters her senior 
year, she will make important 
decisions about which school she 
will run at in college, in addition 
to achieving her high school goals. 
Romanchick is aiming to break 
5:00 in the mile and 10:50 in the 
two mile. The future captain also 
hopes to help the cross country 
team be a top team in the FCIAC. 
She said, “I’m about to break re-
cords I never really believed I’d 
get to, but I’m here now and it still 
seems crazy.”

Katelynn Romanchick smiles after crossing the finish line of the 1600 run at the Greater Hartford Invitational on May 14. Romanchick matched 
the school record of 5:07.69, also earning herself a personal record. Photo courtesy of Mrs. Lisa Romanchick.

After a 15-7 season, boys 
baseball made it to the FCIAC 
Championship. The boys played 
the Darien Blue Wave on May 
25th at the Ballpark at Harbor 
Yard. Unfortunately, 
the team, which entered 
playoffs seeded third, 
lost to the  Blue Wave, 
but it was a hard fought 
battle. 

The boys lost 3-2 
in eight innings, a close 
battle with superb per-
formances from the 
team. Joe Nemcheck 
threw six scoreless in-
nings with 11 strike-
outs for the team. Head 
coach Phil Pacelli told 
the Trumbull Times, 
“That’s Joe. He’s a bull-
dog. He wiggles his way out of 
trouble. We couldn’t have asked 

Boys Baseball Loses to Darien
Bhavya Bhushan ‘16
EE Sports Senior Editor

Joe Nemcheck excelled during 
the FCIAC Championship game 
against Darien. Photo courtesy 
of Dave Stewart.

for any more.”
 In addition, Dustin Siqueira 

and Andrew Lojko scored on sin-
gles off the bat of Kris DiCocco.

Though they lost, the boys 
put up a challenge for Darien and 
played an incredible game.

Team Caroline and Mia Tutu Trot

On June 5th, the Team Car-
oline and Mia Tutu Trot will 
take place on the fields behind 
Trumbull High School. The 1.7 
mile relay race is dedicated to 
two young girls at Jane Ryan El-
ementary School who are fighting 
cancer. One of the girls, Mia, is the 
daughter of Mr. James McCaffrey.

The race has two goals. The 
first is to show the girls that the 
community they live in can rally 
behind them and bring love, joy, 
and light into the daily struggles of 
fighting cancer. The second is to 
provide monetary support for both 
families as they each continue 
their treatment and daily lives.

This event is different from 
others held in this town. The race 
is run in teams of three. Each per-
son runs about half a mile wearing 
a tutu, then hands off the tutu to 
the next leg of the race. The win-

Bhavya Bhushan ‘16
EE Sports Senior Editor

ners of the race will win golden 
tutus. Over 100 teams have signed 
up for this incredible cause.

Games, food, and a raffle will 
also take place at the race. Pre 
Registration has closed but race 
day registration will be available 
starting at 3pm. The race begins 
at 4:30 and the post race barbecue 
and festivities will begin at 4:45. 
The first 300 teams will get com-
plimentary rainbow tutus.

Members of Mr. McCaf-
frey’s track team, Sydney Ad-
ams, Gabriela Misiewicz, Haley 
Mocker, Kathleen Kaufmann, and 
Bhavya Bhushan, worked hard 
with Mr. McCaffrey and Mr. Marty 
Schaivone to organize the event. 
Mr. McCaffrey said, “I am very 
proud to coach girls like these. 
They remind me of my obligation 
as their coach to create a team that 
is about more than competition. 
The way they have supported me 
and my family proves that THS 
Girls Outdoor Track is that kind 

of team.”
Kaufmann said, “The five of 

us knew as soon as we heard about 
Mia’s diagnosis that we had to do 
something for our coach and his 
family. We came up with the idea 
of a run relatively quickly after 
we heard the news about Mia. 
Naturally, that idea seemed fitting 
because our coach is so passionate 
about running. I’m hoping that this 
event will be a big hit this year and 
continue to build as time goes on.”

Logo designed by Sara Thornton.
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Some Goodbyes...
Rachel Tropp ‘16
EE Editor-in-Chief

Kristi Bui ‘16
EE Co-Managing Editor

Manya Kidambi
EE Co-Managing Editor

Kiki Yalamanchili ‘17
EE Editor-in-Chief

Jessica Parillo
EE Co-Managing Editor

Lia Horyczun ‘16
EE Co-Managing Editor

 Walking into my first 
Eagle’s Eye meeting a confused 
freshman, dragged by a more 
interested friend, I could never 
have guessed I’d end up here. It’s 
been a long four years, with both 
ups and downs. The perks have 
been great: free admission to the 
World Language Cooking Contest 
(and hence free food),  fun layout 
nights with pizza and friends,  
and the opportunity to share my 
thoughts with the school. 
 The weeks I’ve spent 
scrambling to produce a paper 
most people didn’t know existed 
have definitely been worth it, and 
I’ll miss the pride of seeing my 
articles in print, but I’m so excited 
for next year’s team to make the 
paper even better and hopefully 
increase readership. If you’re 

      As Rachel looks over my 
shoulder as I’m writing this ap-
proximately 2 periods before it’s 
due, I can’t help but feel emotional 
about leaving this organization 
(and the cool people in it - like 
Rachel)!
      Being a member of Eagle’s Eye 
has been one of the best experi-

     As the school year comes to 
a close and we bid farewell to 
our outgoing seniors, I cannot 
help but think about how much 
hard work our current Editor - 
in - Chief, Rachel Tropp, has put 
into the Eagle’s Eye. It is almost 
daunting, as the shoes I will be 
filling are 10 times larger than 
what they used to be. 
       Yet, while she has immensely 
expanded the expectations for the 
Editor-In-Chief Position, she has 
also challenged our staff to be the 
best writers and workers we could 
be. Her passion and energy has 
transferred onto me, and I look 

   As I finish up my second year 
as part of the Eagle’s Eye staff, 
it’s an honor to know that I will 
be acting as Co-Managing Editor 
for the 2016-2017 editions! I’m 
super excited to work with my fel-
low writers to help the newspaper 
grow and be read by an even larger 
student population. 
      When I joined the paper as 
a freshman, I had no idea that 
I would one day be part of the 
Core Three. For me, journalism 
started as an activity that I pur-
sued for fun, but has evolved into 

something that I am considering 
as a career. 
      Working as Senior Opinions 
Editor this past year, I was able 
to familiarize myself with page 
design, write more varied articles, 
and oversee a section in the paper. 
I look forward to becoming even 
more involved in the editing pro-
cess and hope to encourage a new 
wave of writers to participate. It’s 
my goal for the paper to become 
a more widely accessed student 
resource.
     I would like to give a huge 
thank you to the current Managing 
and Chief Editors for everything 
they’ve done this year. I can’t 
wait to share my love for writing 
with the THS community, and I’m 
excited to see what’s in store for 
next year! 

forward to assume her role and 
carry on her legacy.
       Being on the Eagle’s Eye staff 
since freshman year, I can easily 
say that our dynamic has trans-
formed over the years. Our paper 
and online website have become 
more interactive and accessible 
than ever, pushing our voice across 
greater fields than we had ever 
imagined. But even more so, our 
team has grown to be stronger than 
ever. We have passionate writers 
and dedicated workers, and many 
are underclassmen. I am more 
than excited for the year that is 
to come, as the students younger 
than me that are taking initiative 
truly are impressive. It really is 
invigorating to have such a strong, 
motivated team of students ready 
to craft new articles or advertise 
to keep our paper going.  
     I know for a fact that we will 
have trouble after losing such a de-
termined and experienced group of 
seniors, from our InDesign experts 
to our incredibly dedicated Core 
Three. However, with the sup-
port that I have gotten from these 
seniors over the past couple years 
and the enthusiasm of our team’s 
underclassmen, the opportunities 
are endless. 

       From an early age, writing 
has always been a passion of 
mine. Whether it is creative writ-
ing or writing just for the sake of 
it, my journey as a writer through 
Eagle’s Eye has grown so much, 
and I am more than thrilled to be 
the Co-Managing Editor for the 

      I cannot believe that my 
Eagle’s Eye journey is closing so 
soon. In all honesty, I was trying 
to avoid my dad’s journalistic 
footsteps. Yet, I got pulled into 
The Eagle’s Eye my 
freshman year as I 
was taking journal-
ism as an elective.    
      I loved it and 
wanted to pursue it as 
an afterschool activ-
ity. I had no idea how 
involved I would get. 
If you asked me then 
if I was going to take 
a leadership position 
in my senior year, I 
would have laughed. 
      It’s pretty strange 
to think that my days 
at THS are numbered 
as well as my days with The 
Eagle’s Eye. I have been deeply 
involved with The Eagle’s Eye 
in various different ways. My 
sophomore year, I was the Senior 
News Editor, which allowed me 
to write about different topics 
inside THS and outside of THS. 
In my junior year, my interest in 
photography led me to take on the 
newly created position of Staff 
Photographer. This position has 
allowed me to be even more in-
novative with a different creative 
perspective.
     This year, as Co-Managing Edi-

tor, The Eagle’s Eye has definitely 
been a wild ride. I immensely 
enjoyed being one of the three 
primary student liaisons managing 
the overall paper. I’m so happy 
that we’ve definitely hit our target 
goal for the number of editions 

we wanted to 
print for the 
year. Also, our 
online website 
has had almost 
O N E  M I L -
LION hits and 
counting.
Saying good-
bye  i s  ve ry 
b i t t e r s w e e t 
for me. I will 
never forget the 
memories and 
experiences I 
had in the last 
four years. 
       I strongly 

believe that The Eagle’s Eye will 
continue to be in good hands next 
year. I hope that the online news-
paper becomes even more popular 
and a place where any and all stu-
dents can voice informed opinions. 
Thank you to all those who I’ve 
made friends with over labori-
ous InDesign Layout Nights, and 
especially to Mr. Pelligra, for all 
those all-too-frequent visits during 
study hall, and Kristi and Rachel 
for dealing with my late night texts 
fretting about the newspaper. Edi-
tor edited and out. And some hellos...

reading this, join Eagle’s Eye next 
year! Or just read it. Follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter. Help all 
the writers and editors who work 
so hard to make your accomplish-
ments and interests known to be 
recognized and heard. 
 The three people taking 
our places are so capable and 
amazing, and I can’t wait to see 
what they will accomplish. 
 

2016-2017 Eagle’s Eye newspaper. 
      I have been inspired by the Core 
3 this year to try to succeed in my 
role in the Core 3 for the following 
year. I am so excited to work with 
the new Core 3 to try and make 
the newspaper as successful as 
possible. After working my way 
up from a staff writer in freshman 
year to the Assistant Entertainment 
Editor this year, I am ready to take 
on this greater responsibility this 
September and make the year as 
exciting as I can.

ences of my high school career. 
Although I can vouch for both 
myself (and probably others in 
this organization) that scrambling 
to finish pages on the day of dead-
line isn’t the most enjoyable thing 
(who am I kidding - it’s obviously 
awesome), I wouldn’t want it any 
other way. Not only that, but being 
able to work with such cool people 
and do cool things like write ar-
ticles, play around with InDesign 
and look at Gabby affectionately 
while I write this is awesome.
      So, thank you to Rachel, for 
reminding me to do stuff and for 
being willing to embrace my weird 
personality. Thank you Lia for 
being an awesome co-Managing 
Editor and always staying on top 
of things. Thank you to the Editors 
and the staff for all your contribu-
tions both this year and previous 
years. Lastly, thank you Mr. Pel-
ligra for all your warm support and 
help - you definitely deserve more 
praise than you receive on a daily 
basis for helping manage this (at 
times) crazy organization. 
      For anyone who is taking up 
a higher role in this organization 
in the years to come, good luck to 
y’all - it can be a tricky job! But I 
know that you guys will be able to 
do it, since I will spiritually watch 
over you forever and ever. Lastly, 
I’d like to end this off with a pun:
Question: Why don’t cats like on-
line shopping? Answer: They pre-
fer a “cat”-alogue! Hah! I’m out.
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