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 Eagles Fly Away From the Nest 
Ethan Bachand ‘18
EE Co-News Editor

Every year, one of the 
most exciting parts of May is 
looking back on where seniors 
were accepted to college and 
what schools got the most 
applicants. The Class of 2017 
did not leave us bored, as this 
year’s departing seniors had a 
combination of tradition, new 
territory, and continued high 
degrees of excellence.  

Like every year, there 
was the annual outfl ux of 
students to the most popular 
college in Connecticut: UConn. 
With the added benefi t of hav-
ing a sports team that almost 
guarantees a victory every time 
that they play, the school boasts 
over 32,000 enrolled students , 
which provides the big school 
feeling that is still close to 
home. Students from Trumbull 
have always applied and attend-
ed UConn, especially Storrs, in 
great numbers. 

Mrs. Hilser, the School 
Counseling Department Chair 
for Trumbull High, noted that 
this is primarily due to the size 
of our school: “We send a lot of 
students to UConn, and because 
we are one of the largest high 
schools in the state Connecti-
cut, we tend to send more stu-
dents than any of the other high 
schools in the state.”

 Yet something that 
has begun to develop is that 
acceptance into UConn may 
no longer be as easy as it once 
was. As Mrs. Hilser would go 
on to state, “UConn is getting 
more challenging each year, 
and getting accepted to the 
Storrs campus is becoming 
more and more challenging. 
They really look at the top 20% 
of the class, so sometimes we 
have really bright, smart kids 
in the top 30 or 40% of their 
class, and they are not getting 
admitted to UConn just because 
it has become so competitive.”

As some doors may be 
closing, other schools and op-
portunity have presented them-
selves. More specifi cally two 

name brand schools have begun                   
to emerge as new favorites for 
students to apply to: The Ohio 
State University and the Uni-
versity of Alabama. 

“The Ohio State Univer-
sity has jumped off  the radar 
these past couple of years”, 
said Mrs. Hilser, “This year we 
had 20 students apply there, 
last year we had 16, and years 
before that it was always in the 
single digits. For some reason, 
Ohio State has kind of come 
on the map as a popular choice 
for students… The Univer-
sity of Alabama has picked up 

in popularity of the past few 
years… we had 11 students ap-
ply this year.” 

 What could cause an 
increase such as this? There is 
one common thread between the 
two schools, and that is foot-

ball. Both schools have gone on 
to win National Titles recently, 
with Ohio State winning in 
2014 and Alabama winning in 
2015. Though there may be a 
variety a variety of factors that 
have made these schools more 
appealing, this is simply a fun 
idea to take note of.

 
While schools such as 

the University of Delaware, 
Northeastern, and the Universi-
ty of Maryland have continued 
to draw the same attention as 

always, there were some major 
breakthroughs this year. 

One of which included 
Northwestern, where no Trum-
bull High School students had 
been accepted in a very long 
time. “For the fi rst time in a 

long time someone was ac-
cepted to Northwestern,” Mrs. 
Hilser said, “which may not be 
an Ivy league but it is a incred-
ibly prestigious and competive 
school.”

 Northwestern was not 
the only big name school that 
Trumbull High School students 
were admitted to. Some of 
which included are Amherst, 
Williams, Georgetown, and 
Notre Dame. 

Then there comes the 
big time: Ivy League Schools. 
Those schools that everyone 
dreams of getting into. Whether 

Class of 2017 Spreads Across the Nation
it be the streets of New Haven 
or the avenues of Cambridge, 
academic scholars always set 
their eyes on these top tier uni-
versities. 

This year’s class per-
formed extraordinarily well, 
with admissions to 6 out of the 8 
Ivys. The list consists of Brown, 
Dartmouth, Yale, University 
of Pennsylvania, Cornell, and 
Princeton.

 
So what is left to say 

about those students whose 
schools are not included in this 
article. Though there has been 
a wide variety of schools that 
were just covered, there are still 
hundreds of seniors going to a 
wide variety of schools across 
the nation. So what did Mrs. 
Hilser have to say about them? 

 “Our kids are continu-
ing to do well. A lot of them get 
into their fi rst choice college, if 
not their fi rst choice often time 
their second choice college. We 
try to work with them to choose 
wisely and try to choose schools 
that are going to be a good fi t … 
to insure they get into schools 
that will work with them … I 
get excited for students that fi nd 
a school that they love when 
they get into. Whether it’s the 
tippy top school, a mid level 
school, or even a less competi-
tive school that  it’s a great fi t.”

 She is absolutely right, 
because at the end of the day all 
that matters is that our seniors 
are getting a chance to go to 
a college that will make them 
happy. Hopefully, all of them 
found that. See you later Class 
of 2017.

An Ohio State Wid Reciever catches a touchdown over an Alabama 
, highlighting the elite level of the two school’s football squads. This 

picture was captured during the 2014 College Football Playoff s
Photo Credits: Newsday

These 8 fl ags represent each of the Ivys, the most prestigous schools 
in the United States. Students made it into all except Harvard and 

Dartmouth
Photo Credits: Pintrest
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Questbridge: An Alternative Road to College
Katie Boback ‘17
EE Sr. Entertainment Editor

Financial Aid: Information

Even with college prices 
consistently on the rise, taking 
out a daunting pile of loans is not 
the only way to ease the burden 
of attending college. 

Questbridge is a non-profit 
organization that attempts to 
provide low-income, top high 
school students with an afford-
able education at the country’s 
best schools. They provide 
scholarship opportunities to high 
school juniors, and for seniors, 
a program called the college 
match. 

If you think that your fam-
ily’s financial situation meets 
the Questbridge requirements, 
you can begin to fill out their 

application in the last few weeks 
of August before your senior year. 
It requires several essays tailored 
toward highlighting the charac-
teristics of a student who grew 
up in a low-income environment, 
or with a significant challenge to 
their achievement. 

Once you have submitted your 
application, you must wait to 
learn if you have become a final-
ist or not. The selection process is 
based on your family’s finances, 
your performance in school, and 
the essays you have written. 

Students selected as finalists 
will receive the option to rank 
Questbridge’s partner colleges 
(shown below), and their applica-
tions will be sent to the schools 
of their choice. The schools will 
then decide whether or not to 

admit the student, and for many 
lucky Questbridge scholars, they 
will receive a full, four-year 
scholarship. 

All this can seem too good to 
be true, and indeed the process 
of becoming a finalist is very 
difficult. In the past academic 
year, about 37% of students 
that completed the Application 
became finalists. About 86% of 
them are ranked in the top 10% of 
their class, and 70% identified as 
first generation college students. 

If you are not accepted, don’t 
panic. Many of the schools that 
partner with Questbridge also ac-
cept the application even if you 
were not chosen as a finalist. Ad-
ditionally, all of them will waive 
your application fee, whether you 
apply using the Common App 

or Questbridge, if you qualify for 
reduced-price lunches. 

Those who are selected as final-
ists for the college match receive 
the many benefits that the Quest-
bridge name has to offer. Another 
Trumbull High School senior who 
wished to withhold her name said, 
“When I found out I was a finalist 
I was so excited because that meant 
I might actually have a chance at 
going to an amazing school without 
the financial burden hanging over 
my (and my family’s) heads.” She 
did not get matched to a college 
through Questbridge, but affirmed 
that it was a very beneficial experi-
ence nonetheless. 

Questbridge provides a com-
munity of people who can help 

It can be easy to submit 
your final college applications 
and feel a weight lift from your 
shoulders, but don’t let the se-
nioritis take over just yet! After 
the rush of applying to all your 
top schools comes the task of 
submitting financial aid. 

 The first step in apply-
ing for financial aid is to fill out 
the FAFSA, or Free Applica-
tion for Federal Student Aid. 
This year, FAFSA launched 
earlier than normal, on October 
1, 2016, in order to give students 
and their families more time to 
complete it and send it to their 
schools of choice. 

It is a good idea to complete 
the FAFSA as soon as possible 
because it is the primary way 
of receiving scholarships from 
the government as well as from 
individual schools. The process 
is quite extensive, as it requires 
your family’s tax returns and 
other financial information. 
Luckily, the FAFSA speeds up 
the process of financial aid, as it 
is accepted by most schools and 

will only need to be filled out once 
in the application process. 

When you are finally ready to 
submit, there are a few ways that 
completing the FAFSA can qualify 
you for financial aid. 

A federal pell grant is a direct 
grant from the government to a 
student who demonstrates finan-
cial need. This money does not 
need to be paid back, unlike loans, 
and will be available to you at 
whatever college or university you 
choose to attend, whether public 
or private. 

If a student does not qualify 
for a pell grant, the FAFSA also 
allows individual schools to de-
termine their own financial aid 
packages. 

In the application process, the 
word “need” appears very often. 
Most colleges use estimated need 
to decide how much financial aid 
to offer students. This is based on 
the information provided in the 
FAFSA and how much a school 
decides a family can reasonably 
pay towards a student’s tuition. 

There are many schools that 
guarantee to meet 100% of a fam-

ily’s need based on their financial 
information. While a public school 
like UCONN may be limited in 
the amount of aid they can grant, 
some private schools that are 
thought of as the most expensive 
may actually provide significant 
help to students to make education 
affordable. Many of these schools 
are the Questbridge partners listed 
above, though there are many 
other schools that meet 100% of 
need. 

Many people don’t apply for 
financial aid because they believe 
that they won’t qualify. In reality, 
there are many different ways to 
make college affordable. Lena 
Thomas, a Trumbull High School 
senior said, “You never know 
what you’re going to get. I didn’t 
expect to qualify for any aid, but I 
did. Now I can afford to go to the 
college of my dreams.”

While the process can seem 
long, it is certainly worthwhile. 
Affording college can seem like 
an impossible task, but there are 
plenty of opportunities to receive 
an affordable education, and filing 
for financial aid is the first step.

you in each step of your college 
process, from the application 
itself to a support network after 
graduation. 

Vittorio Colicci, a junior at 
Trumbull High School, said re-
garding Questbridge’s program 
for juniors, “Although I was 
always told not to think too much 
about the cost of college, I knew 
it would be a hurdle for me. My 
experience applying to schools 
has no doubt been made far easier 
by Questbridge.”

If you believe yourself to be 
eligible, Questbridge can open 
many doors to a fantastic and 
surprisingly affordable education. 
You can read more about their 
qualifications at https://www. 
questbridge.org.

and Tips

Twenty of Questbridge’s thirty nine college partners that participate in the College Match program. Emblems courtesy of questrbridge.org

Katie Boback ‘17
EE Sr. Entertainment Editor



Congratulations Class of 2017! 
Stepping into the New World

Auburn University
Natalie Buonaituo 

University of Alabama
Imani Bell
Katie Hite

University of Colorado, Boulder
Maddie Nemchek

University of Arizona 
Trevor Arganese 

Arizona State University
Tess Gorton

University of Kentucky
Lily Thompson

Shawn Easterbrook

Savannah College 
of Art and Design

Adam Jacobson

Loyola Marymount  University, Los Angeles 
Amy Balducci 

Going to Work
Maddy Starsir

Taking a Gap 
year

Kei-Lin Gatling
Mia Dias

Florida State University
Jillian Medina

Serving Our Country
Coast Guard
Jorge Wismar

ROTC
Cristina Catana

Adam Giammattei
Colby Laracuente

Northwestern 
University

Keerthi Yalamanchili

Indianna 
University

Rachel Madwed
Ethan Nair

Purdue University
Melanie Kaplan
Elise Rimkunas

Ohio State University
Spencer Biebel

University of Texas , Austin
Nick Marchenko

Brigham Young University
David Yankura

Miami Dade College 
Rachel Wade

University of Tampa
Emily Downing

Hannah Bowman
Danielle Rice
Ryan Roberto 

Kayley McPartland
Lydia Siberon

Saint Louis 
University

Marielle Leonard

University of 
Michigan

Connor Bailo

University of South Florida
Franchesca Almonte 

Florida Southwestern State College 
Samantha Fitzpatrick

Franklin and Marshall 
College

Vanessa Woods

Tulane University
Tyler Trabka

West Virginia
University

Kristin Appleby



Cornell University
Alexia Asgari

Matthew Bedoya

Congratulations Class of 2017! 
Stepping into the New World

Fairfield University
Delaney Walsh

Sean Good 
Salena Hingorani

John Kizildag

Bennington College 
Kari Ostensen

Green Mountain 
College

Amelia Walker

St. Michael’s College
Lily Hopkins

University of Vermont
Emily Tinnesz
Mariah Rivera

Maddie SanAngelo

University of Virginia
Emily Fox
Kyle Koury

Victoria Estacio

University of South Carolina 
Lauren Napolitano
Victoria Batchelor

University of Delaware
Diana Horan
Isabel Berté
Jayna Pacelli

Kate D’Amato
Kelly Shouvlin
Michael Collins

Nicolas Gomez-Colon
Sarah Koury
Emma Potvin
Jacob Miller 

The Catholic University 
of America

Gregory McKeon

Georgetown University
William O’Brien

James Madison University
Liv Borski

Plymouth State University 

Rachel Nagy

Alexandra Coarse

Keene State College

Michelle Coughlin

Grace Zangrilli

University of New Hampshire

Clare Hampford

Nicole Marzulli 

Carissa O’Meara
Erin Walsh
Julia Kaplan 

 

Johnson and Wales
MaryKate Tatto
Nick Weimann 

Roger Williams 
University

Brendon Sica
JJ Pfohl

Michael Mirmina

Salve Regina University
Daniel Hoffmann
Dustin Siqueira
Morgan Albert

Julianna Verrelli
Brianna Lackowski

Morgan Albert

Amherst College 
Katie Boback

Boston University
Bianca Barreto
Natalia Gold
Sophia Wong

Bentley University
Lea Thompson

College of the Holy Cross 
Chris Cerulli 

Emerson College
Dylan McCaffery

Emmanuel College
Amanda Doris

Endicott College
Emma Roca
Leah Phillips
Jill Presser

Framingham State University
Alissa Marino

Lesley University
Maddy Strausser

The College of New Jersey
Will Guttman

Montclair State University
Taylor Brown

Rider University
Emily Kramer

Massachusetts College of Art and 
Design

Gaby  Schaab

Massachusetts College of Pharmacy 
and Health Sciences 

Kevin Rivera Jr.
Jessinia Santiago

Merrimack College
Alyssa Charlton

Northeastern University
Maddie Cohen

Springfield College
Grace Pedersen

Stonehill College
Louisa Rossel
Ryan Kelly 

Suffolk University
Dario Arganese 

Kristen LaBanca

Tufts University
Jacob Fried

University of Massachusetts - 
Amherst

Alice Merville
Emily Koch 

Hofstra University
Colin McLevy

Hunter College
Julia Coe

Fordham University
Abby Conroy

Michael Agoglia
Ally Tate

Manhattan College
Cristina Catana

Rachel Roca

New York University
Evelyn Stelman

University of Rochester
Lena Thomas 

RIT
Garrett Sollenberger

St. John’s University
Chris Lancia

Syracuse University
Grace Eaton
Haley Lynch

SUNY Albany
Jacob Beilinson

Ithaca College
Jack Lynch
Kara Bowen

Pace University
Ally Szabo

Andrea Alicea
Kristen Miolene

Nicole Thompson
Parker Dellaquila

Ajshe Zulfi
Alex Greco

Annaliese Angelo
Bella Ryder

Catherine Qiu
Christina Yacoub
Colby Laracuente

Conner Gilson
Dominic Martire

Erin Walsh
Giridhar Murali
Jack Stachura
Jake Cappello
Joanne Heyder

Kate Romanchick
Kate Burns

Kevin Granata
Lucas Schulz
Lydia Krahn

Natalia Paskevicz
Nathan Choi
Nick Juricic

Owen Werner
Rebecca Socha

Sophia Hopwood
Briana Giacobbe
Sean O’Hagan
Kevin Nguyen 
Emma Kozzin
Molly Malloy

Johnny McElroy
Tyler Gleen

Eastern Connecticut State University
Emma Barrese
Kayla Clancy

Maia Hoffmann

University of Connecticut - Stamford
Ally Schneider
Ariana Rojas

Maria Canches
Michael Maresca
Wana Andrejecsk

Kevin Granata
Ariana Angulo

Western Connecticut State 
University
Erin Vawter

Griffin D’Amato
Scott Schneider

Suzana Casanovas
Tiffany Nixon

University of Hartford
Matt Higgs

Tessa Speaks

Albertus Magnus College
Alix Hughes

Dylan Gagnon

Southern Connecticut State University
Amanda Cusumano

Bailey Cutler
Caroline Adams
Daniel Folchick
Eleni Manesiotis
Hannah Hogan
Jillian Martins

Lilly Posta
Zach Heche

Isabella Presutto
LaFaith Youngblood

Helena Yance
Caroline Adams

Haley Adams
Jake Chamberlain

University of New Haven
Emily Sommer
Erick Salgado

Ezgi Erken
Jack Sommer

Sara Bruckmann
Tommy Sica

Andrew Clark
Anna Tran

Yale University
Isha Dalal

Housatonic Community College
Josh Losonci

Madison Thomas
Robert Madar

Sacred Heart University
Olivia Okorafor
Deborah Couto
Nicole Baker

University of Bridgeport
Victoria Costa

Amber Santorelli 
Jillian Thaler

Quinnipiac University
Raymond DelVecchio

Kayley Fasoli
Bruno Aguillon

Thang Dao
Sarah Brenha

Michayla Bielicki

University of Connecticut

Gettysburg College
Bridget Nusom

Dickinson College
Samantha Werner

Drexel University
Jennifer Hance 

Rafi Brodie

Temple University 
Matthew Kerr
Liam Pierce 

Pennsylvania State University
Emily Mahoney 
Kellie Broderick

Lizzy Wynne
David Marchenko

Muhlenberg College
Logan Meyer 

Messiah College
Rebecca Crosley

Elon University
Sydney Sirkin

University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill

Anush Sureshbabu

East Carolina University
Andrew Goncalves
Emily Bonaventura

Roanoke College
Rachel Wade 

Central Connecticut State 
University

Christian Rakoczy
Emma Gorton
Nadia Santone
Noah Pittman
Olivia Grogin

Stephanie Liptack
Alexa Brown

Bucknell University
Meredith Newman

  Saint Joseph’s University
Carly Netting 

University of Rhode 
Island

Amelia Crosley
Daniel Noe

Dylan Stolba
Gesica Scaccia
Sara Carlson
Victoria Ray

Rhode Island College
Erica Fluskey

University of Maryland
Omer Bowman

SUNY Delhi
Nick St John

University at Albany
Sofia Sim 

Miami Dade College 
Rachel Wade

Gateway Community College 
Lindsey Sparano

Vassar College 
Ethan Murray

University of Miami
Cassidy Ryan

 Disclaimer: Not all seniors responded to our survey!

College of 
William and Mary

Dylan Koury

 The Culinary 
Institute of 

America
Kyle Peterson

North Carolina State University
Amanda DeLucia
Christina Finizio

Harrison Klas

Toni and Guy 
Victoria DeNitto

Virginia Tech 
Adam Giammattei
Megan Diamond

Franklin and Marshall 
College

Vanessa Woods

Ringling College of Art and 
Design

Aileen Barney

West Virginia
University

Kristin Appleby
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Top College Majors from THS

Where are they going?

1. Nursing. Nursing is the largest healthcare profession, 
providing over 2.5 million jobs. Nurses help improve the lives of  
patients, and the fi eld is overall extremely rewarding.

2. Undecided. Many students are undecided as to 
what their post-high school plans are, and that’s totally fi ne. 
It often takes time for students to adjust to a new environment 
and decide their fi eld of  study.

3. Business. Under business, there are a wide variety 
of  majors, such as fi nance, business marketing, and accounting. 
These can later lead students to focus on receiving an MBA, or 
masters in business administration.

4. Biology. Majoring in biology prepares students for 
future careers in associated fi elds, from healthcare to botany. 
This major can lead to a variety of  professions covering a vari-
ety of  sciences.

5. Psychology. Psychology majors were the fi fth 
most popular of  the Class of  2017. This major exploreshuman 
behavior and helps students gain a better understanding of  the 
way people think.

Going on an adventure or staying homebound?Going on an adventure or staying homebound?

And some unique majors...

Meteorology

Wildlife and Fisheries 

Music Composition

Dance

Dietetics

Animal Science

Meteorology

Wildlife and Fisheries 

Music Composition

Dance

Dietetics

Animal Science

Wildlife and Fisheries 

Animal Science

Wildlife and Fisheries 

Dietetics
Dietetics

Ajshe Zulfi  
Alex Greco
Amelia Crosley
Catherine Qiu
Colby Laracuente
Daniel Noe

Danielle Rice 
Dario Arganese
Dylan Stolba
Emma Roca
Erin Vawter
Gesica Scaccia

Giridhar Murali
Isabel Berté
Jack Stachura
Jennifer Hance
Julianna Verrelli
Kristen LaBanca

Nathan Choi
Nicholas Marchenko
Olivia Okoroafor
Omer Bowman
Rebecca Socha

Students Entering the Honors Program at their Respective CollegesStudents Entering the Honors Program at their Respective Colleges

“T�� �u���� ��-
l�ng� t� �ho�� 
�h� ������� �� 
��� �e�u�� o� 
����� ��e�m�.”

~E�e�n�� R�o������

1.3%

0.4%

97.3%

0.4%

0.4%

(Disclaimer: Not all students responded to our 
survey.)



 Teachers and 
faculty pride themselves 
on their ability to prepare 
students for the workload 
of college, but just how 
prepared are we? Who bet-
ter to ask than Trumbull 
High alumni! 
 Class of 2014 stu-
dent Katie Dunn claims, 
“college was a rude awak-
ening because looking 
back I don’t think I was 
pushed to actually try. The 
work was easy enough 
to do the bare minimum 
and still get a decent 
grade.”  
 Katie attended 
Fairfield University and 
currently works for Com-
munity Television.   
 That being said, 
Katie did clarify that she 
was “the epitome of the 
average student” meaning 
ACP classes and all As 
and Bs with the occasional 
C.
  THS alum Nour 
Yacoub agrees with Katie, 
however feels that, “the 
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Students today, Eagles forever

“If I’ve learned one thing 
from this year, it’s to not 
stress as much as you think 
you need to. Senior year is 
supposed to be your best 
year- so be smart about it. 
Appreciate your time next 
year, enjoy the moments, 
and make it amazing. High 
school isn’t your whole 
life, so you may as well 
live the way you want and 
do what you want and love 
your last year. Also a side 
note- try as hard and for as 
long as you can because 
you want to be exempt 
from all your finals.”

Jillian Medina
Florida State University

“Future seniors: Senioritis 
is very real, so try to keep 
your grades up. Don’t 
stress too much about 
choosing a college. It’s an 
important decision, but 
you’ll be happy wherever 
you ultimately decide to 
go. Go to prom and other 
school events, you’re not 
too cool to have fun with 
the people YOU grew up 
with. Soak up all the sad-
ness and excitement that 
will come with the end of 
your senior year.” 

Catherine Qiu
University of Connecticut

“The biggest piece of 
advice I could give to the 
juniors this year is to apply 
early. Visit all the colleges 
in the summer, figure out 
your list before school 
starts, and do not procras-
tinate. School is going to 
become overwhelming 
if you’re applying to 20 
schools and preparing for 
midterms at the same time. 
Get your applications fin-
ished, and then just enjoy 
the last few months of high 
school, because it’ll be 
over before you know it.”

Parker Spezzano
ECSU

“I’d say the most important 
thing is to get your college 
work done early. I know 
making the decision can 
be stressful, but you don’t 
need to decide right away. 
You don’t need a major. Get 
your recommendations and 
try to apply before winter 
break. Once that’s done, 
you’re free. Senior year is 
fun. It’s easy and relaxed 
and you should enjoy your-
self. Remember that it’s 
still important to keep your 
grades up, but your teachers 
all want your year to be a 
breeze, too. Have fun.”

Christina Yacoub ‘17
EE Co-Opinions Editor

AP courses I took did a 
good job preparing me for 
the difficulty level of col-
lege, it’s just the workload 
is much more difficult to 
keep up with.” 
 Former student 
Matthew Fasoli wished he 
did more to prepare himself 
for college because the high 
school classes he took were 
irrelevant to his major. 
 When asked about 
her high school regrets, 
Katie Dunn stated, “know-
ing that I wanted to go 
into the film and televi-
sion industry back in high 
school. I should have taken 
advantage of the studio as a 
student.” 
 Unfortunately for 
Katie, most of her after-
school time was spent on 
sports. Although athletics 
were important, she wishes 
that she had made time for 
something relevant.
 The social aspect 
of high school cannot be 
overlooked. In high school 
there is not much to do; 
especially in Trumbull. The 
freedom on a college cam-
pus is something we look 

forward to. 
 Most of the excite-
ment for college stems 
from the anticipation of a 
newfound independence 
and living with friends for 
the first time. 
 Living on campus 
is allegedly, “very differ-
ent, and most of the time in 
a good way” according to 
Nour. No matter how many 
stories we hear, nothing 
can deter our excitement 
from living alone to living 
with other people. 
  Trumbull High 
alumni generally do not 
feel prepared for univer-
sity, but then again, who 
does? College is a major 
life change that involves 
greater responsibility and 
a rigorous work load more 
than any institution can 
fully provide.
 Given that, we 
should be thankful for our 
experience at Trumbull 
High. No matter how many 
hardships we faced in our 
years here, we got through 
it all and came out better 
people more prepared for 
the real world.

Wise Words from the Class of 2017
Diana Horan

University of Delaware

Come to TONI&GUY
Barbering Academy with a friend 

and receive a free haircut!

*Get a haircut 
for $9 with a 

free beard trim*

Tues-Thurs: 10am-6pm
Fri-Sat: 10am-3pm

 99 S Main St, Ste 3, Newtown, CT 06470

(203)-426-8770

http://newtown.toniguy.edu/
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Some Hellos...
Keerthi Yalamanchili ‘17
EE Editor-in-Chief

Manya Kidambi ‘18
EE Co-Managing Editor
EE Co-Editor-In-Chief, 2017-18

 Walking into my first 
Eagle’s Eye meeting a confused 
freshman, dragged by a more in-
terested friend, I could never have 
guessed I’d end up here. It’s been a 
long four years, with both ups and 
downs. The perks have been great: 
fun layout nights with pizza and 
friends, learning so much through 
inDesign, and the opportunity to 
share my thoughts with the school. 
 The weeks I’ve spent 
scrambling to produce a paper 
most people didn’t know existed 
have definitely been worth it, and 
I’ll miss the pride of seeing my 
articles in print, but I’m so ex-
cited for next year’s team to make 
the paper even better and hope-
fully increase readership. If you’re 
reading this, join Eagle’s Eye next 
year! Or just read it. Follow us on 

    Wrapping up my third year with 
the THS Eagle’s Eye, it’s amaz-
ing to see how much the club has 

evolved in just a short period of 
time. All of the hours spent typing 
articles, gathering quotes, and cram-
ming to meet deadlines have cer-
tainly made this year an interesting 
but rewarding one! Now, as future 
Co-Editor-In-Chief, I can’t wait to 
see what my last year has in store. 
      This year has been one of 
growth, for the paper as a whole and 
for myself as an individual writer. 
I was especially lucky to have Kiki 
as a role model, helping me expand 
my knowledge of journalism and 
become an even stronger editor. 
She brought the club together as a 
team, motivating staff writers and 
encouraging everyone to take initia-
tive. Because of her and our hard 
working section editors, the paper is 
reaching an even wider reader base 
and more students are getting their 
voices heard. 
 It’s going to be difficult to 
fill such big shoes but I’m excited to 
work with Manya and the rest of the 
newspaper staff to make next year’s 
edition of the Eagle’s Eye the best 
that it can be.
 A big thank you to Mr. Pel-
ligra as well, for working alongside 
us this whole year. Without him the 
paper could not have been possible.
  Writing has been an in-
tegral part of my life for as long as 
I can remember, and I’m thankful 
for theopportunity to grow as a 
journalist. Here’s to a great 2017-
2018 school year! Have a great 
summer!!!

Facebook and Twitter. Help all 
the writers and editors who work 
so hard to make your accomplish-
ments and interests known to be 
recognized and heard. 
 The Eagle’s Eye has 
grown so much since the time 
I joined, with amazing new de-
signs, fresh ideas, and a will to get 
through the year and make a great 
edition. 
 With losing so many edi-
tors from the 2015-16 year, I did 
not know what to expect in this 
year’s paper: we were all new to 
the program, all new to our posi-
tions, and initially did have trouble 
creating a successful and beautiful 
newspaper.
 Bu t  wi th  t ime  and 
perserverance, we made it through 
and created some of the most artis-
tic and well crafted papers of the 
school year. Every single person 
that contributed put in their all to 
create some really great writing 
pieces and to present them well.
 Honestly, I wish I could 
stay longer just so I could see this 
paper grow even more from what 
it used to be. But, I am more than 
happy to hand off my position and 
this paper to next year’s leaders 
because I know they will knock it 
out of the park. 
 Good luck to Manya 
and Jess, and to everyone else 
involved!! :)
 

 As said by P.T. Bar-
num, “He who is without a 
newspaper is cut off from his 
species.” It is safe to say that 
The Eagle’s Eye has changed 
my life immensely. From work-
ing on pages in the media 
center until 6 PM to writing a 
myriad of articles, I can’t say 
enough about how wonderful 
this club is and the extent to 
which it has changed my life. 
 This past year, I have 
had the pleasure of working 
as one of the Core 3 with Jess 
and Kiki, two of the most 
hardworking editors on the 
newspaper.
  I would like to thank 
them both, as well as all the 

Jessica Parillo ‘18
EE Co-Managing Editor
EE Co-Editor-In-Chief, 2017-18

other editors and staff writers, 
for making this year so enjoy-
able. I would like to especially 
commend Kiki, the current 
Editor in Chief, for doing a 
beautiful job of keeping the 
paper together. 
 I am extremely excited 
to work with Jess next year as 
the Co-Editor-in-Chief in an 
effort to improve the paper, 
as well as continue the efforts 
made by those who have held 
this position in the past. And as 
always, I can’t wait to see what the 
future holds! 

A Goodbye...
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