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Senior Eagles soar to college
Manan Manchanda ‘19
EE Senior News Editor
As college acceptance
season draws to a close, members of Trumbull High School’s
graduating class have ﬁnalized
where they will be spending the
next four years of their life. This
year, the Eagles have spread their
wings to attend schools all across
the United States, ranging from
large state schools to prestigious
private universities.
The college application
process is tedious enough, but
many fail to realize the diﬃculty
of actually choosing which college they want to attend. “Above
all, it is most important to ﬁnd a
school best for what you want to
study, and one that financially
makes sense”, says Mrs. Hilser,
Department Chair of Trumbull
High School Counseling.
Early Action and Early
Decision are two popular trends
among applicants everywhere.
“A lot of kids want to apply early action to get their decision earlier. But for early decision,
a student is making a promise to
attend. You do not have the ability
to compare schools, so you must
be very certain that the school
is one you would be committed
to attend if accepted”, says Mrs.
Hilser. While Early Action and
Early Decision both have their
perks and hindrances, they can
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certainly be used to a student’s
advantage if utilized properly.
A variety of colleges are
popular among Trumbull High
graduates. Recently, schools that
are gaining popularity include
Ohio State, Northeastern, and variety of large state schools. Some
examples are the University of
Virginia, University of Delaware,
and University of Maryland.
“Kids are drawn to these
schools for a variety of reasons.
They give a good value for students’ money,” explains Mrs.

Hilser.

Of course, many students
will also be attending UConn,
the major state school in Connecticut. “The last few years, acceptance into UConn has become
a little harder. It is important to
be in the top 20% of your class,
and have an SAT score of at
least 1250, if not 1300,” says
Mrs. Hilser, explaining the acceptance logistics for UConn.
“UConn Stamford has
actually jumped onto the radar as
well”, according to Mrs. Hilser.

“Students are able to get the UConn experience, while also having
access to housing and industry.
UConn Stamford is also fairly
close to the city, so students have
the opportunity to take a train to
New York City if they wish.”
Top schools were also
on the radar for the Class of 2018.
Students were accepted into several Ivy League schools and the
like, including Penn, Yale, Cornell,
Dartmouth, MIT, and many other
highly competitive schools. “We
actually had our ﬁrst student ac-

like the back of your hand.
One student, Gregory
Manz (‘19), believes that, “It is
tremendously helpful to print out
a map of Trumbull High for the
ﬁrst couple of days each year in
order to learn the location of your
classes.”
This piece of advice is
one of the essentials for every
successful freshman. With a map
in your grasp, you no longer have
to worry about being late to your
classes or just simply getting lost.
Another student gives
an additional piece of encouragement to incoming freshman. “Your
classes may seem diﬃcult at ﬁrst,
but you’ll get used to it. Just stick
with the work and eventually
you’ll adjust”.
This student, Cameron
Holmes (‘19), shares a piece of
his experience culminating from

his ﬁrst year of high school. He
knows that most people will
struggle at ﬁrst, but Holmes also
looks to inform these students that,
eventually, everyone will adjust to
their new environment.
Of course, there is nothing better than a few words of wisdom from a few outgoing seniors.
These two seniors leave with a pair
of philosophical pieces of advice
for high schoolers:
“Make the most of your
time in high school. It goes by really fast and it’s important to take
time to appreciate the people who
make the whole experience great.”
Senior Beau DeMelo
shares this advice with hopes that
people can take and use it to make
high school some of the best years
of their lives.
DeMelo knows that most
students will take high school for

granted as he once had; however,
he now realizes that you should
cherish every moment you have
as as student.
“Get involved and find
things you really enjoy. School
should be about more than just
academics.”
Matt ‘Seuch’ Seuch (‘18)
has learned through his experience
of high school that many students
may go through their years just
focused on the academic aspect
of school, but they are simply
missing out on being involved in
the high school atmosphere and
community. “In order to achieve
the full experience of high school
you should be involved in an activity that you hold dear. Whether it
be baseball, soccer, chess club, or
the Eagle’s Eye newspaper, part of
high school is being a part of the
community.”

cepted to MIT since at least 2007,”
remarks Mrs. Hilser. The following
are some of the most competitive
schools that Trumbull High graduates have been admitted to in the
past: Amherst College, Bucknell,
UC Berkeley, UCLA, Boston College, Carnegie Mellon, Emory,
George Washington, Georgetown,
Georgia Tech, Haverford College,
College of the Holy Cross, Johns
Hopkins, Lafayette College, New
York University, Northeastern,
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute,
University of Richmond, University of Rochester, Tufts, Tulane,
Vassar College, Villanova, University of Virginia, Wake Forest,
Washington University in St.
Louis, Wesleyan, and the College
of William and Mary.
“Trumbull High does do a
great job of preparing its students
for the college experience. Many
alumni do come back and say that
they were prepared well, and that
they are able to ﬁnish what they
had started with their years at THS.
What’s telling is the number of
Trumbull High students who actually graduate college, which goes to
show how great our students really
are,” says Mrs. Hilser. We wish the
best of luck to the graduating Class
of 2018, as the Eagles soar oﬀ to
college.

From former to future eagles

James Dubreil ‘19
EE Senior News Editor
It’s that time of year.
Seniors are leaving and, soon
enough, new freshman will be
swarming the halls come September. The faces that we will soon
miss will be replaced.
After stampeding
through their ﬁrst year of school
at Trumbull High, some freshmen
offer words of encouragement
and advice to upcoming high
schoolers:“Don’t be worried,
you’ll naturally learn the school
over the course of a few weeks,”
says Trumbull High track sensation Joe Gregory (‘21).
Learning the school may
seem like a task that you may
never accomplish, however once
you start going to class, you will
quickly learn and know the school
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How to ﬁnesse college ﬁnance

status, siblings, and assets.
Meanwhile, many colleges oﬀer
merit-based aid, or aid that is
awarded to students based on their
accomplishments (in academics or
extracurriculars). Although a more
subjective approach to granting
aid, students from higher income
families have a fair chance at
receiving some aid to relieve the
burden of costly college (which
can be a signiﬁcant help to middle
class families who do not qualify
for need-based aid yet concurrently cannot easily aﬀord col-

lege). Most schools consider students for merit aid conveniently
alongside their application to the
college, meaning that there is no
extra hassle. Both types of aid
are oﬀered to students in diﬀerent
forms, and can take place in grants
(money that does not need to be
paid back!), campus jobs, and/or
low-interest student loans.
On top of that, many
external scholarships are available
for students. While a variety of
scholarships are based on family
incomes, there are an enormous

amounts of scholarships available
to all students. Oftentimes aid from
colleges is preferred since colleges oﬀer four-year contracts for
money while scholarships usually
give money just for a single year;
however, some aid is definitely
preferred to no aid, and students
can re-apply for scholarships each
year.
Scholarships range from being
awarded based on sheer luck to
quality of a response to an essay
prompt. Sometimes, supplemental
requirements must be fulﬁlled such

as needing to have certain college
ambitions to receive a scholarship,
which can be an advantage or disadvantage based on the scholarship
as the candidacy pool becomes
smaller but can also lead to only
more qualiﬁed applicants applying for the scholarship. Be sure
to check the scholarship bulletin
provided by the THS Counseling
Department to explore helpful
scholarship options!
However, at the end of the day, affording college is possible, and not
as intimidating as it seems. There
is a world of opportunities for
lowering the cost of college, from
aid from the institution to scholarships, which empower students
to truly choose their own college
path, and strive for their ambitions
despite its cost.
Take it from the successful Class
of 2022. With eﬀort and persistence, plenty of seniors have been
successful in cutting their costs
of college. As UCONN Class of
2022 student Matt Yellen advises,
“apply for as many scholarships as
you can.” After a lot of hard work
in Matt has successfully earned
numerous external scholarships to
make UCONN more aﬀordable.
Similarly, senior Alex Zimmerman
received $35,000 in merit-based
aid from Champlain College, decreasing the cost of college by more
than half. In the end, the cost of
college is but a mere illusion, and
the price of college is in the hands
of students for the making.

possibility to earn course credit
at various colleges and universities through high scores (on a 1-5
scale) on standardized examinations. Millions of students across
America participated in AP testing
this May, and many of them ﬁnd
that so long as they are willing to
put forth the eﬀort, the beneﬁts
of these courses outweigh any
added stress. in an excessively
competitive education system,
students may often be too pressured into taking on exceedingly
stressful course loads.
Not only can APs reward
students with college credit or
course exemption, but also GPA
weight. At Trumbull High, a
full year AP course adds .07 to
students’ cumulative GPA, while
honors adds .05 and ACP adds
none. With an education system
in which the highest grade point
average earns a single student the
distinction of Valedictorian, an
unfortunate truth reveals itself:
advanced courses become fuel
for competition rather than higher
learning. Essentially, students are
often pressured into enrolling in

AP classes in order to gain an edge
in the ﬁght for the highest GPA.
Junior Danyal Sheikh,
an AP student, states, “Those that
enroll in APs should be ready for
the challenge. Taking an AP class
should not be about raising your
GPA, but it should be about challenging yourself and your abilities
to learn”.
However, rising senior
Liam Walsh remarks, “Colleges
look for academic growth, so I am
moving up to APs next year, but I
am enticed by the extra weight”.
Thus, the lamentable reality is
shown: intelligent students are
pushed into taking these advanced
courses not for their own intellectual growth, but rather for extrinsic motivators including pleasing
colleges and boosting their GPAs.
Unfortunately, this means, again,
that APs are becoming means of
boosting GPA to look good to
college, rather than for expanding
one’s interest in learning.
Additionally, with more
students taking APs without a true
desire to do so, more teens are being faced with heavy course loads

that they may be unready to take
on, as well as a major exam at the
end of the year. This aversive mix
of a surplus of demanding work
and a lack of passion and intrinsic
motivation leads stressed students
to push through classes simply to
regurgitate information on a ﬁnal
exam. Furthermore, this encouragement of AP-heavy schedules
makes students more susceptible
to “burn out” as they can be over
stressed by the work, especially as
all the AP exams approach.
With the arrival of the end

of the year, many seniors complete
their journey towards college: a
journey that involves becoming
passionate learners while succeeding in rigorous classes such as APs.
Unfortunately, while Advanced
Placement classes can be very
fulﬁlling and allow high school
students to study college-level curricula, students are often pressured
into taking these stressful courses
and they can promote competition
over learning. Thus, the role of APs
in students’ preparation for college
becomes quite paradoxical.

Arnav Srivastiva ‘19
EE Staﬀ Writer
Welcome to college:
never before did striving for your
dreams have such a high sticker
price. Thankfully, there are a
plethora of aspects to counter the
daunting task of aﬀording college.
One of the most popular
methods of paying for college is
deﬁnitely student loans. However,
student loans are often not the best
way to pay for college simply because there are numerous paths to
aﬀording college without paying
the money bank. Ultimately, student loans just oﬀset the ﬁnancial
burden whereas there are options
which can completely alleviate
some of the costs of college.
Often times, the college
institutions oﬀer ﬁnancial aid to
incoming students in two forms:
need-based aid and merit-based
aid. Need-based aid is ﬁnancial
aid provided usually throughout
all four years of college, determined by the applicant’s family’s
ﬁnancial situation and ability to
pay for college without any external monetary aid. It is highly
encouraged that most applicants
apply for need-based aid by ﬁling
the FAFSA (Free Application for
Federal Student Aid) to help afford college. Many colleges take
a holistic approach on evaluating
one’s financial need, including
family income, parents’ marital
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The paradox of AP’s: advanced placement or
added pressure?
Eric Sorge ‘19
EE Staﬀ Writer

The end of the school
year has arrived, and as students
finish up their final exams and
get ready for their summer plans,
seniors prepare for graduation and
what lies in store for them after
high school. For many students,
this means college.
Throughout their high
school careers, students have built
their resumés with extracurricular
activities, test scores, and their
performance in rigorous courses.
All of these are important things
done in an eﬀort to look like the
dedicated, passionate, and caring
students that colleges search for.
Often times, Advanced Placement
(AP) classes play a major role in
these students’ competitive journey towards college.
Advanced Placement
classes are created by the College Board and oﬀer high school
students early exposure to collegelevel curricula, as well as the
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University of Cincinnati
Austin Cleri
Bowling Green State
University
Gregory Wyckoﬀ
University of Dayton
Caroline Fernandes
Natalia Llanos
Zachary Rudich
Miami University
Tara Morrison
Sophia Otero

Michigan State University
Sarah Dzurenda

Ohio State University
Meghan Ahearn
Emma Butler
University of Minnesota
Hannah Cohen

Creighton University
Lucas Davis

Iowa State University
Patrick Carr

University of Nebraska
Maggie Ameer
University of Colorado, Boulder
Julia Gold
Ryan Paganelli

Ohio University
Courtney Fairﬁeld
Shaye Manton
Riley Usher

Indianna
University
Kyle Cody
Purdue University
Jarrett Kycia

Saint Louis University
Kayleigh Fleming
Washington University in
St. Louis
Rushil Ahuja
Belmont University
Nicole Cannone

University of Arizona
Sophia Bragg

University of
Alabama
Ethan Howell
Evan Smith
Auburn University
Haley Komorowski

Texas Christian University
Jason Eisdorfer

Azusa Paciﬁc University
Anna Vitols
San Diego State Univeristy
Lexi Caruso

The University of Texas at Austin
Viraj Dongaonkar
Lalith Gannavaram

University of California, Los Angeles
Manya Kidambi

Southern Methodist University
Hudson Fetzer

Samford University
Ben Stevens
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Florida State University
Jake Carroccia
University of South Florida
Victoria Zannino
University of Tampa
Ryan Coty
Ethan Fair
Jessica Llanos
Katie McEwan
Taylor Needleman
Mathew Rosa
Grace Seymour

Canada
Going to Work
Meghan Crowley

Serving Our Country

Taking a Gap
year

ROTC
Telisha Ramsay

Morgan Blyberg
Allie Lewis
Rebecca Lubbert
Sophia Venetianer

McGill University
Julian Shively

England

London College of Fashion
Izabela Raczkowski

ass of 2018!

University of Connecticut, Storrs
Lindsay Adams
Archana Ajay
Daniela Alvarez
Kate Ariano
Morgan Beck
Owen Borders
Emma Crawford
Thomas Dzurenda
Danielle Cross
Beau DeMelo
Robert Foley
Kavya Ganugapati
Jack Gray
Melanie Haight
Maggie Hausman
Christie Hurteau
Sheryl John
Christine Jorquera

ew World

Trinity College
Panayiotis Xenakis

Meagan Kubicko
Rudy Kurup
Mary Mottolese
Cat Odendahl
Meghan Passeri
Joseph Piccolo
Krisha Shah
Megha Shankar
Julia Shikhman
Eva Solano
Julie Spillane
Amy Tran
Raisa Vazquez
Rachel Vincent
Christina Vlamis
Kayla Wong
Jake Yellen
Matt Yellen

University of Hartford
MaryAngela Britto
Rachel Salem
Andrew Weinstein

University of Delaware
Jack Berte
Erin Doris
Laura LaMastra
Samantha Markland
Jose Salazar
Lauren Scaccia

Eastern Connecticut State University
Elizabeth Kramer
Garrett Lapham
Melina Picarazzi
Telisha Ramsay

Western Connecticut State
University
Taylor Downs
Brandon Horton
David Miller
Carlos Perez
Alexis Reda
Audrey Szymanski
Jacqueline Vitacco
Jenna Zakhour
Naugatuck Valley Community
College
Allison Jack

University of Maryland
Sarah Giaquinto
Owen Hallock
Julia Jager
Maggie Lyons
Ally Nielsen

American University
Erica Mariani

University of Virginia
Lauren Louw
Kevin Moccia

Georgetown University
Julia Louw
James Madison University
Ashley Matera

Wake Forest University
Connor Flaherty
Campbell University
Alexndra Conlan

Holy Apostles College
Timothy Nigro

Fairﬁeld University
Brett de Bouver
Lauren Miolene
Colleen Mocker
Jillian Ryan

Keene State College
Helen Werner

Roanoke College
Riley Chase

Plymouth State
Tyler Coenraads

Norwalk Community College
Jessie Velez

University of New Hampshire
Catie Allen
Chris Calabrese
Kiera Cullen
Ellie Rocco
Megan Switzgable
Paul Tighe
Nicholas Vitale
Brenna Williams

West Virginia University
Justin Ramos

Clemson University
Jessica Lipinski

Wesleyan University
Mia McKinney

University of Connecticut,
Stamford
Justin Beaudry
Daniel De Jesus
Ramije Egriu
Kristin Johnson
Rebecca Lins
Romaan Miller
Sriram Mukund
MarcAnthony Scaccia

Salisbury University
Natalie Smerling
Virginia Tech
Peter Brunone

Central Connecticut State
University
Arianna Astacio
Nicole Jayakar
Matthew Kuroghlian
Robert Ruﬁno
Jenna Swort
Patrick Vetter

Elon University
Ryan Levy
Gillian Kick

Oxford Academy of Hair
and Design
Autumn Niznansky

East Carolina University
Olivia Pineau
Alyssa Pietrunti

Florida State College at
Jacksonville
Makayla Albert

University of Maine
Victoria Benedicto
Sarah Brindisi
Briana Cusumano
Matthew Seuch
Madison Touri

High Point University
Morgan Mallozzi

University of Vermont
Jack Duda
Nicholas Nestro
Tori Scala
Katie Schels

Florida Gulf Coast University
Gavin Petitti

Ithaca College
Brady Lynch
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
Alyssa Kryzanski
Syracuse University
Bridget Essing
Lainey Muller
Eric Palinkas

Carnegie Mellon University
Mimi Marino
Duquesne University
Kylie Adams
University of Pittsburgh
Allison Hazen
Caroline Johnson

Lehigh University
Jack Forster

Franklin & Marshall
College
Amanda Leonard

Hofstra University
Michelle Pavloﬀ

Messiah College
Nancie Ziegler

Temple University
Clarita Bedoya
Nicolle Majette
Jonathan McLeod
John Targowski
University of Pennsylvania
Catherine Buroker
Anjeli Sambasivam
St. Joseph’s University
Morgan Carrano

St. Joeseph’s University
Magdalena Wiszniewska
Jeﬀerson University
Andrew Menjivar
Lafayette College
Stefano Mancini
Univeristy of the Arts, Philadelphia
Cam Kacin

Pace University
Ashley Capece
Arianna Polanco
Maggie Silva

LIU Brooklyn
Lucas Smith
Stony Brook University
Ben Fero

Gettysburg College
Shane Carley

Millersville University
Kassie Castaldi
Holly Winegar

University of Bridgeport
Abrahem Abunar
Brandon Bottino
Mary-Kate Coniku
Delisha Ramsay
Sabrina Tran

University of New Haven
Neve Bonazzo
Andrew Colford
Amy Csire
David Westphal
Bethany Whiteside
Yale University
Ishan Negi

Bentley University
Matt Rivnak
Harshpreet Singh

Rutgers University
Shannon Siebold
Seton Hall University
Bowen Redgate

Fordham University
William DeFusco
Katie Gregory
Alysha Jhaveri
Laura Rosales
Daejah Woolery
Manhattanville College
Helen Samoskevich

Lasell College
Sophie Lilley
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Vittorio Colicci
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy
and Health Sciences
Diane Zou
Newbury College
Gia Vitiello

Boston University
Rithvik Bomma
Natalie Gonzalez
Erika Pettway

Northeastern University
Thomas Nguyen
Vishal Ramesh
Ashwin Sambasivam

Brandeis University
Emma Rivellese
Alev Yorulmaz

Regis University
Carla Castagnetto
Tufts University
Jessica Parillo

Endicott College
Nicholas Moussavian

University of Massachusetts Amherst
Nicholas Johnson
Neha Rahalkar
Evan Warner
Cassidy Whiteway

Gordon College
Summer Zajac

University of Massachusetts- Boston
Leen Hiba

College of the Holy Cross
Ethan Bachand

Wheaton College
Renee Grubler

Emerson College
Joshua Merkin

Union College
Jacob Walsh

Pennsylvania State University
Mohit Bhushan
Sarah Cirillo
Bloomsburg University
Haley Travisano
Victoria Vidal

Southern Connecticut State University
Alyssa Ahern
Erica Bardinelli
Nicole Borawski
Noelle Brideau
Sarah Gossman
Lianne Iassogna
Uruj Khan
Hannah Martins
Grace McLean
Tammy Michel
Jaclyn Ryan
Kaylee Savvaides
Tynaja Shelby
Seth Simon
Meghan Sullivan
Adrianna Torres

Dean College
Maxwell Kali

SUNY Albany
Alyssa Woodward

Marist College
Evan Lindsey
Natalie Marini
Katie Sarnecky

Sacred Heart University
Benjamin Bello
Nina Clift
Matt Ferri
Breanna Hayes
Emily Jorge
Judy Kabbani
Leila Kabbani
Emma Karpowich
Jamie Maresca
Sarah Margolnick
Alexa Nicoli
Sophia Santos
Leanne Suazo
Henry Young
Tracey Zelaya

Boston College
Natalie Almonacid
Samantha Almonacid
Max Bowen
Derek Marble
Alexandra Montanaro
Lawrence Zhang

Binghamton University
Armand Perez

Morrisville State College
Victoria DiPietro

Housatonic Community College
Larissa Froes
Maggie O’Neill
Ryan Smith

Unity Collge
Emily Robear

MECA Maine College
of Art
Mariah Acevedo

University of Miami
Nick D’Agosto
Kristen Pagliaro

Quinnipiac University
Gabby Bova
Brooke DeRienzo
Erin Moriarty
Isabelle Rondon
Jackie Vagnone

Bryant University
Michael Bothos
Johnson and Wales
Jennifer Levine
Providence College
Abby Johnson
Aisling Maguire
William Prezioso

Roger Williams University
Stephanie Borba
Brooklyn Cenatiempo
Adela Hasandjekaj
Kara Rydelek
Jake Stamos
Nicholas Vieux
University of Rhode Island
Grace Donavan
Gabby Gomes
Andrew Hesse
Kyra Lippert
Lena Pang-Khloeum
Emma Parente

New York University
Joseph Guedes
Ashley Storino
School of Visual Arts
Brendan Letizia
St. John’s University
Angelika Demestihas
Jake Teixeira

Disclaimer: Not all seniors responded to our survey

6 Features
The Eagle’s Eye 																 June 8, 2018 Issue 5

Summer, where you at?

Mishka Kapoor ‘21
EE Staff Writer
Summer. The one thing
that every student wants more
than anything. So why does it feel
like summer is tomorrow when
school’s not quite over yet?
With each day inching
towards vacation, freedom, and
fun, homework is the last thing
on anyone’s mind. It becomes
harder and harder to stay focused
in class. The motivation to study
is nowhere to be found. Teachers
unwillingly write assignments on
the board. Even the thought of
taking finals is sickening.
Around this time of the
year, the whole high school enters
a funk, and it can get too easy
to be sucked into summer filled
thoughts while ignoring the pile
of work that has to be completed.
So, how do the daydreams of beach days and endless
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weeks of excitement go away?
How can students push through
in the home stretch of their year,
while keeping up their grades and
activities?
Soumya Ganti, a junior,
shares her struggle about finishing
the year off strong.
“These last couple of

weeks have been really stressful
because I have AP exams, so I’ve
had to juggle studying for those
along with the regular tests and
quizzes in my other classes,” She
says. “After APs though, I can already feel myself getting into that
lazier mood because the school
year is almost over.”

Soumya, along with the
rest of the juniors, had to take
the SATs in April. With AP testing, classwork, homework, and
other activities added to the mix,
Soumya describes herself as “overwhelmed and strained”.
Thomas Capalbo, a freshman, describes his mindset about

the school year.
“For me, it depends on
the mood I’m in. I try to stay as
focused as I can about my work, but
I’m really just focused on the last
school bell of the year,” Thomas
says. “But my study habits have
been the same as always. I try to
get my work done so I have time
for extracurricular activities.”
As a freshman, Thomas
has had to adjust to the high school
life while taking in the additional
workload. It has not been an easy
ride for anyone, so with the year
coming to an end, only relief can
be felt.
Clearly, there is a cloud
hovering above each student while
they push through the end of the
long school year. With summer so
close, everyone must find motivation to continue with their studies
and work in a positive manner.
The question remains: can
it be done?

Roommate Roulette: how to find your new best friend
Julia Esposito ‘18
EE Staff Writer
Rooming is one of the
scariest things to think about when
starting college. A lot of time,
there is pressure about finding the
perfect roommate. Some people
are afraid that they just won’t
click, and it’ll make rooming
difficult and awkward. Overall,
the process can be quite stressful,
which is why it’s important to not
overlook this vital college experience.
Talking to THS alumni
has revealed some important lessons when it comes to looking for
a roommate. Most importantly,

you need to make sure you ask
your roommate all of the right
questions. The first thing people
think when finding a roommate is
to try talking to people who have
common interests. They don’t
think about some of the smaller
things; such as what time people
wake up, how late they stay awake
at night, and how cold or hot they
like their room. Simple questions
like these are necessary to ask.
Otherwise, you might be left irritated at 1 in the morning while
your roommate’s still Facetiming
a friend.
Then, there’s always
the question of picking a random
roommate versus finding some-

one online. For picking random,
it can be exciting to be paired
with somebody that you may not
totally know! It’s definitely more
of a risk, since there’s always the
possibility that you won’t like
your roommate. This is why senior
Magda Wiszniewska decided to
find a roommate online and says,
“I’m glad to have a roommate that
I know and have talked to beforehand because it makes me more
comfortable going into college.”
Another thing to take
note of is whether to have a single
or double your first year. For
singles, it would offer personal
space. At the same time, it may
make it harder to make friends and

it’s more expensive. For doubles,
you will have a companion going
into college who may introduce
you to other friends they make and
allow you to be more immersed in
your college community. Having
a double is also cheaper and gives
you somebody to talk to and hang
out with.
`
According to senior Mary
Mottolese, “I feel like college is the
time in your life where you need to
take risks, go out of your comfort
zone, and most importantly, make
new friends.”
Finally, “It’s important
to keep an open mind,” says Lena
Thomas, an alumni. You never
know who you might meet, or what

your rooming situation might look
like. Never assume an experience
will be horrible going in. Also,
don’t be too stressed if you and
your roommate don’t end up being
super close.
According to one alumni,
your roommate doesn’t necessarily
need to be your best friend - just
somebody that you can be comfortable living with. College is truly
what you make of it, as almost
every alumni will tell you, and the
same goes for any rooming situation.
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Majors that Matter!

Take a look at some of the less common majors that our seniors
will be exploring.

Interior Design
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real estate

Education is the passport
to the future, for tomorrow
belongs to those who prepare
for it today. -Malcolm X

rity
Cello Performance

Dorm Design
Delights!

Learn how to hack your dorm with
these easy and inexpensive tips

Hometown or Hit the Road?

Eagles flying near and...FAR
1. England

2. California

1. Use an over the door shoe organizer to
store food, toiletries, or actual shoes!
2. “Mason jars can be a cute and efficient
for storing things on a desk”
- Abby Johnson
3. Try lofting your bed as high as it goes
to maximize floor space.
4. “Rugs add a nice pop of color to an
otherwise dull room” - Seth Simon
5. Old shoe boxes or cereal boxes can be
cut up to create dividers for drawers!
6. “Picture frames can easily be turned
into inexpensive dry erase boards!”
- Fiona Schachinger

Here are the top ﬁve FARTHEST places seniors will be attending college!

3. Arizona

4. Colorado

5. Texas
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A Hello...
Arnav Srivastava ‘19
EE Editor-in-Chief 2018-2019

Lured into Eagle’s Eye as
a mere freshman with ambitions
of just wanting to try “something
new,” little did I know that I would
be the one writing the letter as the
next Editor-in-Chief almost three
years later. Yet, after pouring
hours over hours into bringing our
beloved newspaper to perfection,
I cannot be more eager to lead
Eagle’s Eye next year as Editor-

in-Chief! Over the years, I grown
to absolutely love The Eagle’s
Eye, and am extremely excited to
be at front of the publication and
guiding it next year.
A special thanks to Jessica and Manya, who really helped
established a stronger sense of
community and organization into
our newspaper this year, and have
helped it expand so much. Under
their wonderful mentorship, I am
prepared to help progress our evergrowing newspaper and carry on
Eagle’s Eye’s legacy!
A big thank you to Mr.
Pelligra as well for working alongside us this whole year with his
unwavering dedication to ensure
the newspaper’s success. I now
look forward to further building
an open and approachable atmosphere where everyone can grow
as writers, and expand the newspaper’s online presence next year.
I am super excited to work with
all the editors and staﬀ, and have
another successful year ahead!

The Eagle’s Eye
Future Editors
2018-2019
Editor-in-Chief
Arnav Srivastava
Managing Editors
James Dubreuil
Manan Manchanda
Senior News Editor
Eric Sorge
Senior Features Editor
Mishka Kapoor
Senior Opinions Editor
Kyle Beck
Senior Lifestyle/Entertainment Editor
Amaya Mikolič-Berrios
Senior Science-Technology Editor
Kathryn Wilkinson

Some Goodbyes...
Manya Kidambi ‘18
EE Co-Editor-In-Chief

Jessica Parillo ‘18
EE Co-Editor in Chief

Ethan Bachand ‘18
EE Co-Managing Editor

The Eagle’s Eye, in
truth, has been one of the most
rewarding extracurriculars I have
ever participated in. I’ve always
had a passion for writing, but the
ability to write about a plethora
of topics ranging from science
and technology to parking on
the school roof has been simply
amazing. In truth, I signed up
for Eagle’s Eye by mistake - as
a freshman, my awkward self
nervously wandered into a club
meeting for the school newspaper,
when in reality, I had signed up
for the Web Team. One print issue
later, I knew that this was what
my high school experience would
revolve around.
To some, staying at
school until nearly 9 pm may
sound like near torture, but every minute spent perfecting the
design of the newspaper was
well worth it in the end. As the
Managing Editor last year, I had
the privilege of being able to start
a Science/Tech section in order to
promote STEM throughout our
high school. I personally believe
this has made the paper all the
more inclusive and interesting.
Working with Jess as the
Co-Editor-in-Chief this year has
been an absolute honor. We have
been able to put together many
issues this year with exciting
content and beautiful layout.
As a freshman, I would
have never thought in a million
years that one day, I myself would
be bidding farewell to our beloved newspaper. I am so excited
to see what Arnav, James, and
Manan will achieve as the Core
3 next year.
And most importantly,
I want to thank our advisor, Mr.
Pelligra, for all the hard work he
has put in for the last four years
guiding me through the process
of how to write for a newspaper.
He has been an integral role to
helping us stay organized, and for
that, I am beyond grateful.
Endings shouldn’t be sad. They
are the start of a new beginning.
As the saying goes,
sometimes you have to ﬁnd the
‘good’ in ‘goodbye.’ I hope to
write for The Daily Bruin at
UCLA next year and pursue my
journalistic passion. My time with
the school newspaper has elapsed,
but I am so excited for the future
of this paper and all the success
it will bring to Trumbull High.

I always knew I would
be a writer. My passion for print
began at a very young age, and,
combined with my interest in current events, it seemed inevitable
that I would join Eagle’s Eye as a
staﬀ writer during freshman year.
Now, as a senior and Co-Editor
in Chief, I can honestly say that
contributing to the newspaper has
been a capstone of my highschool
career.
From the moment I saw
my ﬁrst article in print, I knew that
there was nothing more satisfying
than publishing a piece you’ve
worked hard to write. From features writer to opinions editor,
I’ve been able to explore diﬀerent
styles of writing in an eﬀort to
tell the stories of Trumbull High
students. As a core editor for the
past two years, constructing the
paper as a reﬂection of our school
community has been challenging
but incredibly rewarding.
My path through the
paper was paved by a number of
upperclassmen editors who helped
me to establish my own editorial
voice. This year, I strived to emulate their dedication and ambition
as leaders, and it is my hope that
our club’s newest members have
been able to ﬁnd their own role
models in my Co-Editor in Chief,
Manya, and I. Working with this
incredible staﬀ has made these
past four years truly unforgettable.
Now, as I write my ﬁnal
piece for the Eagle’s Eye, I do so
with complete faith in the future
of Trumbull High’s student journalists. I’ve been able to watch
the paper grow as I myself have
grown as a writer, and I’m excited
to see where my writing career
will take me at Tufts University
this fall.
While I’m going to miss
the rush of meeting deadlines and
the excitement of layout nights, I
will continue to apply what I’ve
learned from the paper to all of
my future endeavors. Thank you
to Mr. Pelligra and the Eagle’s
Eye for giving me the conﬁdence
to speak my voice, and use my
writing as an agent of change.

When you look back on high
school, you often ﬁnd yourself
wishing you had more time to do
the things you really loved. You
ask yourself, why didn’t I spend
more time doing this, or why did
I not join that club earlier? With
that same kind of hindsight, I ﬁnd
myself looking back on my career
with the Eagle’s Eye and wish I
spent more time with this club.
Along the way, the paper
became more than just an outlet
for my articles, but rather a place
where I would meet and get to
know some of the most important
people in my life.
Every moment has been
amazing, from writing last minute
articles to late night layouts. I
wish the very best of luck to the
new crew taking over next year.
Thank you for the memories.
Kate Ariano ‘18
EE Co-Managing Editor

To say I will miss the
Eagles Eye is an understatement.
I came in as a staff writer my
sophomore year not knowing
what to expect, but being sure
that no matter what the topic was,
I wanted to write. The paper gave
me the opportunity to pursue journalism in a way I never thought I
could. Nothing can top the feeling
of seeing your own article take the
front page of the paper for the ﬁrst
time. Fast forward to the summer
after junior year when I found
myself at a week long journalism
camp at what would be my home
for the next four years. UConn
holds so many new and exciting
possibilities that I cannot wait to
explore, but I wouldn’t be able
to get there if it weren’t for my
involvement in the paper. Good
luck to next year’s editors, go
making it amazing.

