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Winter Percussion and World Guard
Prepare for WGI Finals

Katie DeRose ‘22
EE Staﬀ Writer
As spring ﬁnally blossoms into Trumbull, the winter
percussion and color guard both
prepare to culminate their seasons with strong performances
at the World Guard International
(WGI) Finals in Dayton, Ohio,
this month. From the moment
the marching band walked oﬀ
the ﬁeld at the USBands National
Championships in November to
now, both ensembles have rigorously worked to ensure their
success this season, focusing on
preserving the 2018 WGI titles.
The winter percussion
ensemble, holding the WGI record for longest consistent ﬁnalist in their class, looks to bring a
strong run of their show “Power”
to Dayton. Throughout the show,
dancers Faye Cohen and Chris
Smaniotto battle each other for
control over the ensemble as
the front ensemble and battery
engage the audience with thrilling music, bringing suspense to
every second of their eight minute
performance.
As Senior percussionist
Hunter Kadish says, “The road
to Dayton is not an easy one.
In order to defend our title, we
have to work for it. This means
coming to practice all of the time

Amaya Mikolič-Berrios ‘21
EE News Editor
A new club is on the rise
at Trumbull High School. A mix
of academics and competition,
the geography club caters to those
eager to learn. Although not a
formal club yet, the ACE foundation has sponsored the group’s
participation in the Connecticut
High School Geography Challenge. THS is being represented
by two teams of ﬁve students who
will compete with high schools
around Connecticut.
The competition, held
on Wednesday, May 22 at Central
Connecticut State University, includes four challenges that test the
students’ knowledge of geography
as well as the annual theme of the
competition. This year, the competitors must be knowledgeable
on the topic of global health and
disease and should be informed
on current developments, such
as recent measles outbreaks and
anti-vaccination trends. Beyond

Kendra Bartsch competing in Winter Percussion Competition; photo Courtesy of FLO Facebook

and even practicing outside of
rehearsal. We win when everyone
pushes forward.” Having a high
stature already waiting for them in
Dayton, the ensemble only works
harder to preserve the legacy that
THS percussionists before them
have already established.
The color guard, looking to secure another WGI silver
medal as they did previous year,
prepares to score high with their
show “Liberty.” Using the Statue

of Liberty as a symbol for the
strong women they are, the guard
guides the audience in an interpretation of how everyone individually contributes diﬀerently and just
as importantly in society to come
together as one.
“The most valuable part
of winter is the close bonds everybody forms with each other.
Especially in this season, we all
became family,” says Junior Sarah
Klepack. “We all are working hard

this, the students must have an
extensive knowledge of the physical and human geography of the
world.
The two advisors, Mrs.
Brienza and Mr. Guertin, are aiming to make the group a formal
club next year, after placing in
the competition. Currently, the
students are gathering information on topics of global health and
disease, such as mental health,
healthcare, and immunizations,
while continuing to study their
basic geography in preparation.
On the date of the competition, the teams will be faced
with four tasks. The ﬁrst, called
modiﬁed orienteering, involves
the use of a compass to collect
and solve clues in order get to the
end of the course, all the while
answering questions on global
health and disease. A forty-ﬁve
minute deadline is placed on the
teams, who must reach the ﬁnal
destination before this time. The
second task is map reading, where
the students will be provided with

an assortment of diﬀerent types of
maps which will be used to answer
speciﬁc questions.
Next, the students will
complete a geographic problem
solving activity where they must
rely on their knowledge of geography and global health and
disease, along with the provided
clues, to determine the location
of a gang of fourteen spies. This
task, which has been likened to
an escape room, forces students
to apply their knowledge of the
world to solving the mystery of
“the gang of fourteen”, as the
spies are called. The ﬁnal task is
a classic geography bowl where
teams work together for ﬁfteen
seconds to determine the answers
of various questions.
In order to prepare for
these activities, the participants
must practice reading maps, using
a compass, and analyzing spatial
data. The extent of the content that
needs to be learned is daunting,
yet is matched by the student’s
determination. Meetings take

and putting in all of our eﬀort. We
hope to have a high score, but more
importantly, we hope to leave the
ﬂoor after Dayton ﬁnals knowing
it was the best we could do.”
Staying true to their already strong reputation in Dayton,
both ensembles examine their
shows to seek near perfection during this ﬁnal stretch. And while
the winter percussion and guard
remain at hard work although it is,
in their case ironically, spring, one

thing is for sure: the percussion certainly has enough power to perform
to their best, and the color guard
unquestionably comes together to
have great liberty in taking the ﬂoor
at Dayton with their amazing talent. Therefore, no matter what each
outcome may be, both ensembles’
results will be seen as a success at
Trumbull High.

A Global Uprising

Student teams begin orienteering exercise at the 2017 CT High School
Geography Challenge; photo Courtesy of CT Geographic Alliance

place twice a month where the two
teams work together to accumulate
research and practice the skills that
will be needed to succeed in the
competition.
Since it is Trumbull’s ﬁrst
time participating in the challenge,
the group does not know what to

expect, but is excited at the possibility of placing in the competition.
They are happy to be extensively
delving into new and exciting material as well as learning necessary
skills such as orienteering and map
reading.
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Lost and Found Makeover
Amaya Mikolič-Berrios ‘21
EE News Editor
This year a major change
has been made to the lost and
found system and Trumbull High
School. No longer is this black
hole of student possessions shuttered away in an obscure closet.
Now, the lost and found items are
in a prominent location: the senior
lounge. Students are ﬁnally able
to ﬁnd their lost items thanks to
Jenna Schlatter, the student behind
the wonderful transformation.
Jenna, a senior, loves
working at the lost and found and
decided to move it at the beginning of the 2018-2019 school year
for easier access.At the end of the
semester, she personally cleans
and donates the unclaimed items
to the Big Brothers Big Sisters of
America non-proﬁt organization,
which aims to provide children
facing adversity with adult mentors.

According to Mr. Fisco
and Jenna, “This year we actually built the lost and found cart,
a metal cart, it’s got a sign on
there. We did the commercial in
the homerooms for people to see
and learn about it. And then we
worked together to contact the
place where we were going to
donate the clothes.”
While working at the lost
and found during fourth period,
Jenna organizes the contents of
the cart by category and color
in order to help students quickly
ﬁnd their possessions during their
lunch waves, which is when the
cart is open. The lost and found,
which used to be situated in the
custodial hallway, has been remodelled to help both students at
THS and children involved in the
Big Brothers Big Sisters program.
Jenna says she likes
working at the lost and found,
and it is her favorite job. She
loves helping other people, which

inspired her to begin this project. Her
contributions are greatly appreciated
by both students and members of Big
Brothers Big Sisters of America.

In an eﬀort to better prepare all students for their unique
futures, the Connecticut General
Assembly made major changes
to the graduation requirements
for high school students in Connecticut public schools. Although
these changes were agreed upon
in 2017, they will only be implemented starting next year for
freshmen.
Major changes include an
increase in the number of required
credits, signiﬁcant emphasis on
ﬂexibility and multiple pathways,
less restrictive course requirements, and a new mastery-based
diploma assessment requirement,
which will take form as an exam.
Whereas, at the moment students
must complete a minimum of 20
credits, with the new changes 25
credits would be required. However, guidance has conﬁrmed that the
vast majority of students currently
reach that number by graduation at
Trumbull High, so it shouldn’t be
a big adjustment for most.
The specific credit requirements are now signiﬁcantly
diﬀerent from the traditional study
areas that students are used to.
Now, social studies, English, and
the arts are all in one category
called “the humanities.” Then,
another category called “STEM”
includes science, technology,

engineering, and mathematics.
There is also an added one credit
required in health education, with
one credit still required in physical education. A mandatory credit
in world languages has also been
added, along with a credit of mastery-based diploma assessment.
Mastery-based learning will be
assessed based on students’ performance on statewide mastery exams. The mastery-based diploma
assessment has been implemented
by other Connecticut schools but
won’t be mandatory until next
year.
“According to the statute,” State Representative David
Rutigliano said, “students would
be awarded credit in [masterybased assessment] through a
demonstration of mastery based
on competency and performance
standards, in accordance with
guidelines adopted by the State
Board of Education.” The performance standards Rutigliano
speaks of are ones for the exams
that will be designed to measure
students’ proﬁciency.
As for regular classes,
nine credits will be needed in each
the humanities and STEM over
four years. This is where much
of the increased ﬂexibility will
stem from in the curriculum, as
the speciﬁc subjects taken within
these two larger areas of study can
vary for each student.
“Although the actual

College
Map:
Hey Seniors! What’s Up? In order to create the map that we include in the last
issue of the year, we need your responses!
Please ﬁll out the form at the following
link in order to make sure your name is
on the map.

https://bit.ly/2vluAgm

Photos Courtesy Eagles Eye

Changes to Graduation
Requirements to be
Implemented Next Year
Owen Hopwood ‘19
EE Contributor
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number of credits has increased,
in theory, the course requirements
will be less restrictive,” Rutigliano
said. For instance, if a student
found English classes to be stressful, they could opt to take other
humanities they might be more
fond of, such as history-based
classes. According to Rutigliano,
they thought it was important
to make these changes in order
to promote a more personalized
educational experience, allowing
students to have more ﬂexibility
in their course choices.
Some students, parents,
and teachers are worried about an
increase in pressure on students as
a result of these changes.
“These changes are quite
immense and will certainly pose a
challenge to future students,” said
Tejas Kulkarni, a senior. “Fortunately, I won’t have to deal with
it.” When asked how he thought
these changes would challenge
students, Kulkarni said he felt
that the increase in credits and
standardized tests is “just another
added stress to the already taxing
process of education.”
In addition to added pressure on students, these changes
also pose a challenge to schools
to implement and follow the new
guidelines. The task of preparing
students for the new tests may be
a factor for teachers as well.

Congratulations
Trumbull
Model Congress!
PENN MODEL CONGRESS 2019

Photos Courtesy THS Model Congress Facebook
Michael Cerulli
Best Delegate National Security Council, Best Delegate Executive Branch
Best Delegate:
Kyle Beck - Health Education Labor and Pension
Honorable Mention:
James Dubreuil - Banking, Housing, and Urban Aﬀairs
Supriya Ganti - Agriculture
Honorable Mention:
Manan Manchanda
Small Business and Entrepreneurship
Honorable Mention in Full Senate
Manan Manchanda
Best Delegate:
Hannah Auten - Oversight and Government Reform
Rachel Weintraub - Ethics
Outstanding Delegate in Full
Rachel Weintraub
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New Season, New Strike Zone
James Dubreuil ‘19
EE Managing Editor
The MLB has been
evolving to maintain its popularity
among millennials and incorrect
calls in the strike-zone could be
the root of the next change. This
spring training, the league is using
a pitch clock to speed up games;
however, the MLB also has the
opportunity to turn to computerized home plate umpires that will
be able to call balls and strikes
with more accuracy than human
beings, and could save hitters
from bad calls made by home
plate umpires.
PITCHf/x, created and
maintained by Sportvision, is a
system that tracks the speeds and
trajectories of pitched baseballs.
This system, which made its debut in the 2006 MLB playoffs, is
installed in every MLB stadium.
The data from the system is often
used by broadcasters to show a
visual representation of the pitch
and whether or not a pitch entered
the strike-zone. For more than a
decade, PITCHf/x technology has
shown television viewers of baseball an idea of whether the pitch
was a ball or strike, and whether
or not the home plate umpire made
the correct call.
Starting April 28, in
the independent Atlantic league

A computer analyzing a professional pitcher’s pitch. Photo courtesy of MLB.com

(minor league), computers will
begin calling balls and strikes in
all games. Plate umpires will be
there wearing earpieces, and will
be told whether to signal a ball or
a strike.
Brian Hance, a varsity
player on Trumbull High School’s
baseball team said, “I think that
to make baseball as popular as it
was in the past, things are going
to need to change. With all that
the technology the MLB has, I
think that it would make sense to
eliminate all human error and turn

to computerized umpires.”
In a concurring opinion, Eric Sorge, an avid baseball
watcher said, “I really think that
computerized umpires will help
the game. I hate seeing bad calls
that cost teams games, and I think
that computerized umpires could
help keep the game alive.
The MLB would not be
the first league to turn to the use
of technology. The NFL and the
NHL have both began incorporating video replay and other aspects
of technology into their seasons to

ensure that the amount of bad calls
that are made is minimized.
However, not all aspects
of umpire computerization are
great. Even the computers are not
perfect, as there are some instances
where blatant mistakes are made.
Furthermore, the computer program does have some restrictions
at this point in time, the biggest of
which is the fact that it only works
if the ball crosses home plate without bouncing.
“As a technological matter, I believe we will get to the

point that balls and strikes can be
called in real time by a machine,”
MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred
said in a 2017 ESPN article. “I
think you have to make that bet, if
you have watched what has happened in recent history.”
As the accuracy of machines get higher and higher, the
MLB may have no choice but
to turn to eliminating the human
element of the sport, but until the
majority of people are trusting of
the program, it is unlikely that the
current system is replaced.

Upcoming Schedule
Lacrosse
4/4: Home-Amity (B)
4/3: Away-Stamford
(G)
4/6: Home-Fairfield
Warde (B)
4/9: Home-McMahon (G)
4/13: Away-McMahon (B)

Joshua Dubreuil ‘20
EE Staff Writer
Wintertime is coming to
an end and more sports are starting
up again here at Trumbull High
School. Track is a very popular
sport at THS and since nobody
gets cut from the team, there is no
pressure of being the best on the
field. It is a great experience for
all of the participants.
The team captains for
this years boys track team are
Chris Lepore, Nigel Hayes, Hank
Schober and Zach Iannucci. The
coaches are Coach Banks, Coach
Sages, Coach Tait, and Coach

Baseball/Softball
4/3: Away-Bunnell
(B)
4/3: Away-Joel Barlow (G)
4/6: Away-Chesire
(B)
4/8: Home-Stamford
(G)
4/10: Home-Darien
(G)

Gaines.

Golf
4/8:Home-St.
Joseph(G)
4/10: Home-Trinity
Catholic (B)
4/10: Home-Greenwich (G)
4/11: Home-Ridgefield
(B)
4/11: Away-Wilton(G)

Tennis
4/2: Away-Darien (B)
4/2: Home-Darien (G)
4/4: Home-Ridgefield
(B)
4/4: Away-Ridgefield
(G)
4/8: Home-McMahon
(B)

The Tracking Men

Junior Adrien Joseph,
who has run track for his entire
high school career, described his
first year of track as, “A great way
to meet new friends and try out a
new sport.” He also added that,“It
really impacted my freshman year
in a great way and it was something I will definitely not regret.”
At Trumbull High, the
track team is split up into three
sections: sprinting and throwing,
mid-distance, and long-distance.
The sprinters run short distances
at a very fast pace, including the
100 meter dash, and the 300 meter

hurdle. The throwers have
events including shot put and
javelin. The mid-distance run-

Junior Andy Spillane pole vaults over
height during indoor track; photo
courtesy of Trillium

ners run events usually from 400
meters to 800 meters. The longdistance group run the farthest,
sometimes even up to two miles
on the track. Also, in all of the
running sections, there are many
different relays along the way.
When asked about how
he feels about this upcoming
track season, Junior Dan McKeon
responded, “I’m really looking
forward to this upcoming season,
as we have a good group of guys
competing for us, and a rejuvenated coaching team to help guide
us to success.”
The team is not only full of great
athletes, but also all around nice

Boys Volleyball
4/3: Home-Greenwich
4/5: Home-Stamford
4/8: Home-Danbury
4/10: Home- St. Joseph
4/12: Away-New Canaan

students. It is very easy to make
friends because with practice five
days a week, the athletes get to
know each other and can create
long-lasting friendships.
According to Captain
Lepore, “After losing a couple of
our top scorers from last year, we
know we’ll really have to come
together as a team to find points
wherever we can get them. Not
being led by just one or two guys,
there’s a different team dynamic,
and I’m excited to see how it plays
out. Every athlete is going to be a
crucial part of the team and we’ll
definitely be ready to compete at
the postseason meets.”
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Our Town, Our Home, Our School
A Story of Resilience

Kyle Beck ‘19
EE Opinions Editor
“You are more than good
enough, Kyle. Keep writing- you
are going to be very successful
someday.” On the back of my
Honors English 10 essay entitled
“Enneagram Response,” a writing project tasked with helping
developing sophomore minds try
to discover who they truly are, this
comment is inscribed. This, I presumed, would be the easiest way
for everyone to understand just
why I am writing this piece. You
see, Mrs. Kravecs--my sophomore
year English teacher responsible
for those words--left a mark on
each of her students. She made
her classroom into a nurturing
laboratory for introspection and
reflection, teaching us about growing up, keeping an open mind, and
thinking for ourselves.
For these very reasons, it
was heartbreaking to discover that
someone so kind-hearted would
be diagnosed with Stage IIIb rectal
cancer. Looking back on March
20th, 2018, the day she found
out, Mrs. Kravecs reflected in the
style only described as a teacher
caring for everyone before herself
when she “immediately thought
of [her] girls, who were five and
a half years and two and a half
months old at the time, and how
[she would] tell [her] husband and
the rest of our family.”
The following year
would entail a series of procedures including chemotherapy,

Photo courtesy of Porter Mead

Mrs. Kravecs Pictured With Miss Kravecs. Photo Courtesy of Mrs. Kravecs

CT scans and MRIs, as well
as constant pain, discomfort,
anxiety, and stress. “I started oral
chemotherapy (Xeloda pills) and
radiation. I’d take 5 chemo pills
twice a day, 7 days a week, for 28
days. My new job, since I hadn’t
been to mine since the beginning
of November, was going to radiation M-F for 6 weeks. I was tired,
I was running to the bathroom
seemingly constantly, my skin was
raw and burned, and I was in pain.
But I was doing something. I was
fighting cancer and had a purpose.
Take that.”
None of this could have

been easy following giving birth,
so she briefed me in the importance of finding “grace and
understanding” in herself, her
mom, sister Kelly, husband Robert, daughters Norah and Lucy,
and others in helping “carry the
burden,” and resolves that “there
are a lot of good people with big
hearts out there.” Finding herself
in a situation most people would
deem hopeless and discouraging,
Mrs. K lived out a perfect demonstration of keeping your head up.
When asked about the
collateral consequences of illness,
Mrs. Kravecs shared that “being

Faculty Members Showing Support for the Kravecs Family by Wearing T-Shirts from the Fundraiser
Photo Courtesy of Porter Mead

out on medical leave and unpaid
has been difficult. My family and
I are grateful not only for the financial support but also the messages
we’ve received cheering us on.”
The financial assistance
she mentions is a reference to a
fundraiser sweeping the school. As
part of a “Do Something” project
for Honors World Literature, senior James Gallo designed a t-shirt
in order to help Mrs. Shupp raise
money, containing the words “Our
Town Our Home Our School,” on
the front, as well as a quote from
one of Mrs. Kravecs’ favorite
authors, Chimamanda Adichie, on
the back: “Culture does not make
people. People make culture.”
Since February 21st, Shupp, with
help from Mrs. Spillane and the
English Department and support
from Mr. Manuel, Ms. Rusate, and
Mr. Guarino, has worked to sell
the shirts for $15 a piece, and after
what she described as “shocking
turnout” on day 1, one week later
was able to drop off over $2,125 to
the Kravecs family.
Shupp remarked, “The
support we received from students,
staff, and administrators through
purchasing these shirts has been
incredible. To even slightly reduce
the financial burden the Kravecs’
are going through right now is tremendous feat. I can only hope that
the Trumbull High School community will continue to be such a
willing and generous family.”
Gallo also commented on
the project: “I’ve always wanted
to design something that would
have impact on someone else’s
life. I think this accomplished that
well.” This impact was surely felt
by Mrs. Kravecs, who noted that to
devote his “Do Something” project

to someone he did not personally
know, as he was not one of her
students, “shows his character and
heart.” The remaining shirts are
still being sold in B31.
In response to the overall
effort, Mrs. Kravecs explained that
she felt “overwhelmed and reminded that I have the best job in the
world, surrounded by people who
continually step up to rally around
each other when we’ve needed
support.” She added that “This
fundraiser makes me feel like I’m
still part of the THS community.”
This is not the first time, nor will
it be the last, that our school has
banded together for a cause greater
than itself.
To her former students
like myself, Mrs. K’s story is
inspiring. Despite feeling “taken
out of my own life and placed
into a new, mixed-up world,” and
“surreal--like I’m telling someone
else’s story,” she continually posts
updates on Facebook, Instagram,
and a personal blog on https://
www.caringbridge.org/visit/kristenkravecsupdates describing her
status, and spreads the same optimism and kind words she used in
the classroom to those following
her online. When inquiring what
advice she would give to someone
just starting to endure the struggles
she faced, Mrs. Kravecs replied,
“Hold onto hope...or find someone
who will hold onto it for you. Slow
things down, breathe through the
pain, smile whenever possible, and
lean on others for support.”
As the senior class moves
forward toward graduation and
whatever comes next, many of us
reflect on which teachers and classroom moments we will take with
us. For me, I will never forget Mrs.
Kravecs encouraging my parody to
the 2016 Presidential Election to
the theme of Macbeth, or the sun
shining on me as we read Things
Fall Apart outside during class one
day. However, I will also take with
me the lessons of resiliency she
enshrined--not only in the classroom, but also on her blog and
in our recent communication--to
“take things day by day, sometimes
minute by minute as everything is
temporary, and to slow down and
focus on what’s important and who
matters most.”
I only hope her new students this upcoming August will
appreciate the lengths she took to
get to where she is now: cancer
free, and soon returning to teach
in her classroom, a place she has
often referred to-		

--as home.
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“Ewe” Should Definitely Read This!

Kathryn Wilkinson ‘20
EE Science and Tech Editor
As Spring approaches,
students enrolled in the Agriscience program know that
lambing season is on its way.
Each year, the ewes, or female
sheep on the farm, are bred in
hopes of having adorable lambs
on the farm come springtime.
This year at Agriscience, eleven ewes were
bred and after 145 to 150 days
(about five months), the typical
gestation period for a sheep,
lambing season had officially
started. For all Agriscience
students this a particularly

exciting time, but for those upperclassmen enrolled in the animal
science major, the experience is
quite hands on. They not only
assist in the birthing process if
needed, but they also help in take
care of the lambs in the early
stages of their life and make sure
that all of the ewes remain healthy
and well cared for.
Sheep are referred to as
seasonally polyestrous and short
day breeders. This means that
these animals go into heat, or exhibit estrus, when the length of the
day begins to decrease. Therefore,
breeding the ewes typically occurs
October through November. They
go into heat every sixteen to sev-

enteen days and remain this way
until bred, or return to anestrus.
This year the farm has
seen a record number of births,
sixteen in total as of thus far.
For the ewes, having singles or
twins is most common. There
were twice as many ewes born
compared to rams. The lambs
also came in all shapes and sizes,
with ewes having sheep from
nine to seventeen pounds!
This year was also
marked by a record number of
shropshires being born on the
farm. Shropshires are a medium sized breed of sheep that
are known for producing large
amounts of wool and being

incredibly gentle in disposition,
making them perfect for the farm
at Agriscience.
Samantha Yankocy, a
senior enrolled in animal science
remarked, “Five shropshire ewes
and one ram were born this year,
which is great because we keep
the shropshires for breeding and
showing. The number of shropshire ewes on the farm literally
doubled!”
The enthusiasm displayed by the students at Agriscience at this time is incredible.
Lambing season give students a
hands on and once in a lifetime
experience. Ewe won’t believe
how cute these lambs are!

2019’s newly bred ewe feeding. Photo
courtesy Kaitlyn Marcinko

Service Dog Changes Student’s Experience
Anushka Gangwar ‘19
EE Contributor
Before, freshman
Jayson Caballero was seen as
any other Trumbull High student, but now he’s the talk of
the school and all eyes are on
him since he started bringing
Martin, his service dog, into
school with him.
Caballero has a service dog for his juvenile type
one diabetes and has started
to bring him into school, impacting his and his peer’s high
school experiences.
Although Caballero
has had to live with diabetes
his whole life, he has only had
Martin to assist him for over
three years now. His service
dog can detect if his blood
sugar drops by his sense of
smell and will let Caballero
and/or his parents know by
getting “excited” to get their
attention.
Caballero had previously used apps on his phone,

but they are not as reliable as a
service dog, and have more of
a delay in the alert time, so he
and his parents knew a service
dog would be a good choice to
help make sure he doesn’t go
into insulin shock.
However, in Caballero’s first semester he had physical education and Martin does
not like all of the noise and all of
the people. Also, another one of
Caballero’s classes, woodshop,
requires him to use tools and
blades, so being around those
sharp objects would not be good
for Martin.
Because of those two
classes, Caballero started bringing Martin in once the second
semester started. Martin was
approved before the school
year, but was just not able to
come due to those two classes
Caballero had.
Service dogs are not
supposed to be touched, played
with or pet because they will get
distracted and not be able to do
whatever they’re supposed to

do, in Martin’s case, detect Caballero’s blood sugar level. 		
However, many students
still ask Caballero to pet him.
“I know they want to
pet him, he’s a really cute dog,”
Caballero said. “They can’t pet
him because it would distract him
since he’s working.”

Jayson Caballero THS Class of 2022; photo courtesy of Eagle’s Eye
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Now that Caballero is
walking around with a cute lab
rador retriever, he is treated very
differently and is given much more
attention than ever before.
Caballero said, “I’m
walking to homeroom fifth period,
I turn the corner and about thirty
pairs of eyes look in my direction.

203.452.4555
203.452.4593 (fax)
www.thseagleseye.com			

It was kinda freaky, not gonna lie.”
Since Caballero has been getting so
many looks, whispers around him,
and attention out of class, you’d
think Martin would be a distraction
in class as well.
“The other students are
distracted a little, especially at first
and they see it as a pet rather than
a service dog,” said Mr. Shultz,
Caballero’s Global Civilizations
teacher said, “so as soon as everyone realizes it’s not a pet, its a service dog and that it has a purpose,
they seem to respect it.”
For most students, it was
their first time ever having a dog
or any animal in their classes, so
it was very exciting for them. Mr.
Shultz even said after a few days
it was not a big deal, and everyone
got used to Martin.
Mr. Shultz said, “it’s
when other kids come by and the
door’s open and they’re like ‘Oh
hey, look at the dog! Look at the
dog!’ ” This is more distracting to
him and his students than the actual
dog .
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THeSpians Make “Roxie” the Talk of the Town

Katie DeRose ‘22
EE Staff Writer
After three long
months of thorough preparation and an outstanding two
week run, the windy city has
finally blown through the
Robert E. McCarthy Theatre.
From the second the
curtains were cued with the excitement of the orchestra’s big
band jazz to the moment the
entire company came together
and bade the audience goodbye, there was never a dull
moment as the cast, crew, and
directors of Chicago marveled
the audience with their musical
talents and great precision in
bringing the once Broadway
show to Trumbull High.
When murderess
Roxie Hart looks to reach for
fame in Vaudeville using her
new celebrity-like status from
immoral actions, she battles
her inmate and later friend,
Velma Kelly, for attention on
the media as she works to win
her pending court trial with the
help of hotshot lawyer Billy
Flynn. As the cast of Chicago
drives the audience to feel right
with their characters, the theatre is transformed into a warm
room full of drama, suspense,
fun, and laughter.

Under the direction of
Trumbull High teachers Mrs. Jessica Spillane, Mrs. Shannon Bolan, and Mr. Matthew Bracksieck,
students spent months designing
sets, lighting, and costumes, learning choreography, and perfecting
classic Chicago songs such as,
“All That Jazz,” “Mister Cellophane,” and “Razzle Dazzle.”
Senior Jacqueline Mate,
playing the role of Roxie, gave a
noteworthy performance, bringing a bright personality and great
tenacity to her strong female
role. Mate’s act was wondrously
balanced by sophomore Caroline
Marchetti, who played an exceptional rendition of Velma Kelly.
Other outstanding performances were given by Thomas
Leonard (Billy Flynn), Harrison
Gilberti (Amos Hart), Jenna
DeLucia (Mama Morton), Maria
Griffin (Mary Sunshine), and
Danny Randazzo (Fred Casely).
“The most special part is
the end result. It’s always amazing to see what three months of
work turn out to be in the end. It
makes all of the hard work worth
it,” says senior James Gallo, who
captivated the audience with his
superlative lighting design.
Agreeing with Gallo,
Mate adds that the people involved in the musical are the
secret that allows the end result to

be so special. “Everyone becomes
so close, and when it comes time
for the actual show, you can literally feel all of the energy on stage.
Everyone is well prepared and we
all look, sound, and feel good.”
Including both Gallo and
Mate, a strong graduating class
of THeSpians have ended their
dedication to the theatre program
with this tremendous rendering of
Chicago. Regarding her soon de-

parture from the theatre program,
Mate says, “It’s so bittersweet. The
musicals have brought me lifelong
friends and so many amazing opportunities to do what I love. That
being said, I’m sad to be leaving
what’s become a home away from
home, but I’m happy I’ll be continuing my journey by studying
musical theatre in college. I’m
excited to see what happens next.”
While the musical theatre

department may not be Broadway
and the town of Trumbull may
not be Chicago, the THeSpians
have not failed to carry through
on bringing America’s beloved
musical to life through their hard
work and dedication. The name
on everyone’s lips is Roxie, and
Trumbull’s community could not
be more proud.

Senior Jacqueline Mate and Sophomore Caroline Marchetti singing duet at Trumbull’s Production of Chicago
Photo Courtesy of Chris Conaway, THSMusicals.com

The Electoral College: A Relic of the Past
James Dubreuil ‘19
EE Co-Managing Editor

Graphic Courtesy of The Washington Post

The Electoral College is
a relic of the past, and is
a system that America should
move past. The Electoral College
is one of the most undemocratic
practices that goes against many
American values such as popular
sovereignty and derived power
from the people.
The Electoral College
was a process put in place by
the Framers that is used during
presidential elections. This system
is one where the states appoint
electors to vote on behalf the
states residents to determine who
becomes President.
In my opinion, this
system is very outdated. The
Electoral College was put in place
in the 1770’s to ensure that only
the educated could vote because
the Framers felt that the educated
were the only ones who could
successfully determine the leader
of the country. In the opinions of
the Framers, the Electors were designed to be well-educated, which
meant that they were rich since the

rich were the only ones who could
afford a good education.
The lack of a well-informed public is no longer a problem that society faces in the 21st
century. With the caliber of public
education that is offered, including
mandatory civic education in some
states like Connecticut, there is no
reason the people cannot make
informed decisions by themselves.
Therefore, the Electoral College is
no longer needed.
Some states, such as
California, have recently passed
legislation making it so that the
electoral “voters” vote in line with
how the popular vote in that state
went. This means for example that
if in California the popular vote
majority went to the Democratic
party, all the electoral votes would
go to the Democratic candidate.
Another problem with
the Electoral College is that it may
not align with the opinions of the
American people. This was seen
in the 2016 presidential election
where the popular vote was won
by Hillary Clinton, who had 3
million more popular votes than
Donald Trump. However, because

of the Electoral College, Donald
Trump won the presidency since
he won more electoral votes. This
is a scenario that I see as being
very undemocratic because it
is taking away power from the
people, who are the ones who were
meant to elect the President.
Senator Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts also feels
that the Electoral College should
be removed. At a town hall event,
she said, “I believe we need a
constitutional amendment that
protects the right to vote for every
American citizen and to make sure
that vote gets counted.”
The most prevalent argument in favor of the Electoral College is that without it a few large
cities like New York, Los Angeles,
Boston, and Chicago would be
able to determine the result of a
national election. While this could
be true, at the end of the day, I
think the people should be trusted
to make informed decisions, and
therefore, they should be able to
vote someone to the president
by themselves rather than some
random electoral voter who votes
on behalf of them.
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Prom scheduled for The Amber Room:
What Our Seniors Should Expect

Cassie Gallace ‘19
EE Contributor
Senior prom, scheduled for May 31st, is planned
to be held at The Amber Room
Colonnade in Danbury, unlike
many of previous years where
it was held at the Aqua Turf
Club and the Matrix Conference and Banquet Center.
Miss Kremzar, one of
the Senior Class advisors, explained the setup of the venue,
saying there will be “intimate
seating in separate rooms away
from the noise of the main
room. It’s a great option for
students who want a more
toned down environment to
eat dinner, for example. There
will still be music and they’re
beautiful rooms with an outside
view.”
A main criticism by
students about the dances in the
past is the lack of space on the
dance floor due to the tables set
up on it. However, The Amber
Room’s main room has enough
space where there will be no
seating on the dance floor, so
it will be open the entire night.
The Amber Room
is an award-winning premier

Picture of Amber Room Venue, the new prom venue; photo courtesy of The Amber Room Colonnade

catering venue located in Western Connecticut. As a Danbury
landmark, The Amber Room
Colonnade has modern architecture and twenty-six meticulouslylandscaped acres, according to
The Amber Room’s website.
Nigel Hayes, senior
class President, is very excited
about the prom venue and the
event in general, and says the
entire class should be too. The

venue has colored light features
and detailing in all the rooms.
A common question
among the seniors is about the
reasoning for the venue change.
The Aqua Turf was allegedly
booked by another party on the
predetermined date for prom. The
other times our school looked for
were also taken by other schools,
forcing Trumbull High to find a
different venue.

Hayes is confident in the
fact that “people have no need to
worry because prom isn’t entirely
defined by the venue. The experience and moments there add to
the memory, and that’s why we’re
working to find an interesting
theme to add to Prom.”
The students and administrators in charge of putting
prom together are looking into
incorporating decorations and acts

to create a theme for “an overall
amazing night,” Hayes said.
Hayes also comments on
the price of this year’s prom saying
the price may change, but barely.
“We’re looking to make Prom as
amazing as possible for the class at
a fair price. If the price of tickets do
go up from last year, it will be for
added performers or acts that will
make it be beyond worthwhile”.
Hayes and Kremzar refused to comment on the additional
“performers or acts” until they are
positive on their options. However, an experienced DJ and photo
booths are being incorporated into
the event.
It is said that they are
working on food choices like appetizers, for example mozzarella
sticks, pigs in a blanket, and fried
cheese balls, as well as a sundae
bar. There will also be ‘mocktails’,
nonalcoholic drinks, like strawberry daiquiris and pina coladas.
The members of student
government have more flexibility
this year than the previous years
with planning the event details
and are focused on making it fun
and enjoyable for everyone who
attends.

The Masterminds Behind
Trumbull High School Post Prom

Hannah Auten ‘19
EE Contributor
Annually since 1988,
with a goal to provide students
with a safe environment to continue enjoying prom night, the
Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) plans, fundraises
for, and executes a beloved
tradition: post prom. However,
with all the excitement of the
party, many fail to realize is exactly how much time and energy
people dedicate to the event.
“A lot people don’t
realize how big of an event
post prom is. The PTSA works
hard to ensure everything runs
smoothly,” said Britley Learnard, PTSA student vice president and post prom volunteer
of two years. “To some, it may
seem like everything was easily
prepared and that it only took a
few weeks to plan, but once the
post prom for one year is over,
it’s onto planning the next one
shortly after.”
According to Christine
Mckinney, former president
of the PTSA and post prom
volunteer of four years, around
550 students attend the event

between the hours of 11 PM and 3
AM. That may seem long in itself,
but for some volunteers, the ordeal
is many more hours. Setting up at
2:30 PM, they stay until 3 AM,
only to come back again at 8 AM
to clean up. That is just the day of
the event; the preparation starts
long before that.
One of the tasks that the
PTSA is fundraising for the event,
which costs roughly $20,000. The
PTSA does so through powderpuff
football, senior t-shirt sales, afterschool snacks, spirit wear sales,
the practice SAT and practice ACT
(through an agreement with Alpha
Prep), the fashion show, and other
fundraisers. Through the fundraising and donations, the PTSA
almost breaks even, Mckinney
said.
There are six to nine
meetings, the first in January and
the last in mid to late May, attended
by the core people involved in
planning the event; each meeting
is between one to two hours. There
are additional meetings for each
planning subcommittee. Mckinney
estimated that she dedicates approximately 60 hours to the event
each year.
There are around 20 core

and 100 additional volunteers.
There are many subcommittees
including; facade, games and
activities, photo booth, dessert
table, coffee bar, candy bar, hot
food, Bopper’s Entertainment (the
company that supplies many of

the activities), publicity, check-in/
registration, luminaries, memory
hallway, the signing wall, cafeteria
table and stage decorations, donation letters, and raffle prizes.
Each committee has its
own challenges but those involving

Elaborate facade of the 2017 THS Post Prom; photo courtesy of Lori
Hayes-O’Brien, PTSA Facebook.

decorations and raffle prizes are the
most difficult.
“Transforming Hillcrest
Middle School to become close
to unrecognizable in the span of 8
hours is a challenge within itself,
but carrying the theme throughout
the entire post prom event is a huge
challenge,” said Mckinney. “From
the facade outside to the check-in
tables and throughout all the rooms
insides, the volunteers make sure
that the theme is cohesive throughout.”
Organizing the raffle
prizes is difficult as well. There
is a budget that the committee
uses to purchase items including
mini-fridges, laptops, and dorm
microwaves, totaling thousands of
dollars worth of prizes. They also
seek out donations for the community and various vendors to offer
a wide variety of selection. Items
are raffled off throughout the night,
but the best items are saved for last
to encourage students to stay the
duration of the event.
Although it is a lot of
work creating the final product,
“seeing the kids faces when they
walk in makes it all worth it,” said
Mckinney.

Seniors! Ticket sales for the Prom will be held in the Senior lounge from April 30th to May 3rd.
Tickets are $90 each.
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Arnav Riggs The System

Senio Ritos ’19
FF Dean of Admissions
Local electric car enthusiast, self-made millionaire,
and heir to the Riggs fortune,
Senior Justipher “Justin” Riggs,
revealed tantalizing information about his involvement in
the Harvard admissions process,
coming clean to Fleagle’s Fly
ﬁeld reporter Ida Wanabehear on
Tuesday, March 19.
Years of sound investment, entrepreneurial suave,
and money laundering has made
Riggs a classroom name. Not
only the face of and main ﬁnancial drive behind the celebrated
Landon Marcovicci senior class
presidential campaign, Riggs is
also known as a man that can
make dreams a reality with a mere
pen stroke in a checkbook.
Such was true for Eagle’s Eye
Editor in Chief, Arnav Srivastava,
who, if you are unaware, was
admitted into Harvard University’s
freshman class of 2023 in December of last year. An avid violinist,
singer, dancer, model, and varsity

A masterfully doctored image included in Srivastava’s application; courtesy of The Riggs Investment Fund

rower, one could imagine that
Srivastava may have been
admitted by sheer virtue of
character. Alas, recent tax reports and testimony from Mr.
Riggs say otherwise.
An Ivy man himself,
Riggs will be a ﬁfth generation
legacy attending Yale Business
School in the fall, as an undergraduate studying Modern
Investment Theory. Riggs,

dubbed the “Guy in Charge,”
claims that he was “just helping
a fellow intellectual” in regards
to the $21 million authorities say
were donated last October to the
Harvard Undergraduate Oﬃce of
Admissions from the Riggs Family Trust.
Riggs told Fleagle’s Fly
the donation was made via check,
stapled to a paper copy of Srivastava’s early action application. He

Teachers Park in Student Spots
Sea T’Beltlass ’19
FF Soccer Dad
“I’m colorblind!” pleaded innocent senior Rex Carz.
Unfortunately, the poor
soul was no exception,
and was later expelled,
followed by a repeal of
admission to the University of Color, where Carz
intended to study the
blues.
A recent shift
in times had inspired
select rebellious students
to park in designated
teacher spots. The very
educators who enlarge
the minds of students betrayed by their own
disciples! Fighting ﬁre
with ﬁre, THS teachers
initiated a widespread
inﬁltration of student
parking spots, codenamed project READS,
or Revolutionary Educators Against Dimwitted
Students.
“Get out of my

parking spots!” exclaims
distraught senior Nobe
Rakes. Rakes recounts
with horror, “I was having
a wonderful morning until
I turned to the Porschagini
to my left. My english
teacher was staring right at
me, and I spilled my daily
Venti Soy Quadruple Shot
Latte with No Foam all
over myself.”
“The student
parking lot used to be the
only safe space I have to
be the real me,” elaborates
junior Chef Rolet, an
avid supporter of student
driving privacy. “I could
indulge on smooth jazz
and crisp vegetables from
comfortable roof of my
car, and be accepted for
who I am. But now, with
teachers in the picture,
that safe-haven is dwindling before my very own
eyes!”
Perhaps the most
drastic repercussion is the
lack of student parking
now. A recent Fleagle’s

Who’s who? They hide among us; photo courtesy Dr. Fleagle

Fly investigation interrogating two separate students
reveals that approximately
200% of students are frustrated with parking. “At this
point, I steer clear of the
student parking,” explains
disheartened Sue Mi. “I usually just park in abandoned
classrooms or in the football
ﬁeld goals.”
Other students have
attempted more innovative
solutions. “I’ve tried carpooling with all my friends and
family, but apparently I snore
so loudly that it scares everyone in the car I’m driving,”
recalls Relee Tieyrd.
Meanwhile, Nofoo
Twhearh traded in his station
wagon for a pair of running
slippers, ambitiously sprinting
to school. “Running behind
cars, I was heavily exhausted.
I got carbon monoxide poisoning and got to school period 8, just in time for gym.”
Unfortunately, Twhearh also
failed gym because open-toed
shoes were out-of-fashion.
Undoubtedly, the
teachers have made their
point. With the successful
deployment of “READS,”
Fleagle’s Fly staticians reveal
approximately 3 students a
day have their foot run over
by still-standing cars, and
this number is projected to
increase ten-fold by tomorrow. Students and teachers
alike wonder of the future
of parking, easily the most
pressing issue in Trumbull
High School history.

further explained that Srivastava
had reached out to him through
social media beginning in August
of 2018 after word got out about
Riggs’ early acceptance to his familial dynasty’s prestigious alma
mater.
Citing a September 2,
2018 Snapchat message that no
longer exists, Riggs stated that
Srivastava stated, “Yo bro, get
meh into Harvard plz,” accom-
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panied by a red heart and praying
hands emoji.
When questioned directly
by Fleagle’s Fly, Srivastava, of the
inferior news source, The Fleagle’s
Fly, explained, “I have no idea what
[amount of money my boi Justin
sent]...but...[it must have been a lot
cuz I got into the “Big H.” #BleedCrimson!]”
Unrealized for months, this
scandal could have slipped away
from the public eye had the crafty
perpetrator himself not boasted
about it in an Instagram post over
the weekend. When questioned by
Fleagle’s Fly as to why he would
say anything about his involvement,
Riggs stated, “Money talks. I am
money. Must I say more?”
This college scandal is an
epidemic that is sweeping the nation
as wealthy parents drop hundreds of
thousands of dollars to bribe exam
proctors and admissions counselors, all to help their children gain
admission to elite universities. Now,
as the monetary prowess of some
inﬁltrates the honor and sanctity of
Trumbull High School, students and
faculty are left baﬄed and disheartened.

Fatigue Elimination Course
Mishka Kapoor ‘21
FF Caﬀeine Addict
Introduction to Fatigue
Elimination, Trumbull High
School’s newest course, is an
intense and fast paced full year
elective designed speciﬁcally
to target the average teenager’s
sleep requirements, while dragging them out of the depressed
dark hole they reside in.
What better way
to end every single one of
these problems than a forty
ﬁve minute period dedicated
to solely napping? Fatigue
Elimination is the answer to
everyone’s problems.
Elated students will all
thank Fatigue Elimination for
rejuvenating their lives, with
not a hint of boredom on their
fast forward to high school
graduation. Teary-eyed parents
will express how grateful
they are that their child took
Fatigue Elimination. Excited
graduates will remember how
one course changed everything
about their life.
So, how does it work?
Every day students
follow their school schedule
and arrive at a certain classroom during their given period. With no more than ﬁve to
ten students per class, students
are oﬀered an intimate judgement-free sleeping zone. As
soon as the bell rings, students
are given hand-knit blankets
and rock-hard pillows. These
sleep-deprived beings can
either lie on the ﬂoor, or set up
an area for themselves using
desks. The teacher masterfully

A sleep deprived child; photo courtesy of VideoBlocks

steps out at this point, turns
the lights oﬀ, and allows
the students to rest. When
the bell rings again, the
instructor re-enters, turns on
the lights, and dismisses the
class.
The entire process
is taken extremely seriously. Rigorous interviews are
conducted by the administration to see who is qualiﬁed to monitor the class;
prerequisites include an
Ivy League education and
a Master’s thesis in catnapping or Tai Chi. Following
nomination, educators must
complete a rigorous eightweek training program,
covering a wide variety of
essential sleep skills. teachers are instructed about
blanket production and the
comfort-index system, as
well as proper blanket positioning and heat preservation.
Furthermore,
regulating the electrical
inﬂow into classroom light
bulbs can also not be taken
lightly. The art of successfully hitting a light is all in
the ﬁnger; overt perspira-

tion or a well-greased ﬁnger
can lead to all sorts of
calamities and the destruction of a beautiful nap.
Think about it. It is
more important to take this
fantastic course instead of a
business or communications
class, which only teaches
students the foundation of
a successful career. But
who cares about that, when
there is an option of pure,
innocent sleep? There really
is no competition; Intro
to Fatigue Elimination
will prove to be the most
useful elective, as colleges
will undoubtedly accept
conservative students who
thoroughly care about their
health and well-being.
Fatigue Elimination is the solution to
everyone’s 99 problems.
After this elective becomes
oﬃcial, the entire student
body will instantly start
changing for the better. Kids
will want to come to school,
where they will excel in
every subject because they
are well rested, sleeping
towards greatness.
Hello, Harvard!

