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The big red barn adjacent
to Trumbull High School is much
more than just cows, plows, and
sows, contrary to some beliefs.
The Agriscience program oﬀers
much more.
With the installation of
a new oﬃcer team in May, the
slate of student representatives
had a new goal in mind: community service. The FFA is an
organization based upon not only
fostering leadership skills and
student growth, but encouraging
community development and
service activities. The FFA motto,
which all Agriscience students
learn in their freshman year reads:
Learning To Do, Doing To Learn,
Earning To Live, and Living To
Serve. Students and staff alike
work to live up to this motto.
With the FFA motto in
mind, the oﬃcer team set out to
plan and implement new activities
for the student body with a focus
on serving Trumbull’s local community and giving back to those
in need. The oﬃcer team began
planning in July, well before the

Living to Serve

school year had even begun.
The ﬁrst event was the
Thanksgiving Food Drive to
beneﬁt the Trumbull Food Pantry.
Beginning on November 14th and
running until Friday the 22nd, the
student body was asked to bring in
nonperishable food items that the
pantry was currently in need of.
The drive was an over-

whelming success. The students
brought it countless donations of
everything from canned goods to
personal care and hygiene items.
The students managed to collect
three large shopping carts of food
that were dropped oﬀ at the pantry
on December 2nd.
Junior Rebecca Abirached, who is also serving at this

year’s Chapter Historian, was a
large contributor to the food drive.
Her and her family generously
donated several boxes of food.
Rebecca said, “My parents run a
local store in our neighborhood so
we deﬁnitely wanted to help and
donate more for the food drive!”
For the upcoming holiday season, the team is working

to organize a toy drive to beneﬁt
the Yale New Haven Children’s
Hospital.
Donations of new, unwrapped toys will be collected at
Agriscience from December 9th
through the 20th at the designated
donation boxes located near the
main entrance. The toy closet is
encouraging donations for all ages,
from teething rings to craft kits. All
Trumbull High students are encouraged to donate.
Junior Dominick Lombardi and current Chapter Treasurer,
who is spearheading this drive said,
“It is my hope that this toy drive
will allow Agriscience students to
help our community and reach out
in new ways.” With the help of our
student body during this holiday
season, this community service
activity will be as successful as the
food drive!
With these new events
during this holiday season, the
oﬃcer team is working to instill a
sense of community service within
the Agriscience students and stay
true to the true values of the FFA.

FFA oﬃcers delivering the Agriscience School’s food donations to the Trumbull Food
Pantry on December 2, 2019

Insights on the Class of 2019’s First College Semester
Katie DeRose ‘22
EE Entertainment Editor
Just as the ﬁrst semester
of the 2019-2020 school year is
wrapping up at Trumbull High,
Trumbull High’s most recent
alumni, the Class of 2019, are
ﬁnishing up their very ﬁrst college
semesters. To weigh in on this,
Arnav Srivastava ‘19 and James
Gallo ‘19 share their insights on
the adjustment between college
and high school with the THS
community. Srivastava is currently studying Bioengineering at
Harvard University, while Gallo
is studying Theatrical Design and
Production at Carnegie Mellon
University.
What activities did you participate
in when you were in high school?
What activities do you currently
participate in at college?
Arnav Srivastava— “During
high school, I participated in The
Eagle’s Eye, Academic Decathlon,
Boy Scouts, Math Team, and BICEN, alongside some other activities! At Harvard, I’m involved in
an engineering and synthetic

biology club. I’m also doing a fellowship under a program called Eﬀective
Altruism, which focuses on eﬀectively giving back to communities.”
James Gallo— “In high school, I
was in the marching band, Thespian
Society, BICEN, Tri M Music Honors
Society, and NHS. Currently, as a
Drama student, I am required to work
on every production that The School
of Drama puts on. I’ve worked on
lighting, painting, props, costumes,
and scenic building so far for all of the
shows that have gone on this season.
I’ve worked on about 5 shows.”
What was your favorite class that you
took at Trumbull High? Why?
Arnav Srivastava— “I really could
not tell you a favorite class since I
loved so many teachers. Looking
back, I really miss the routine of
high school, seeing the same teachers
everyday and making personal connections with everyone. At college, I
don’t have the same classes everyday,
and intro classes as a ﬁrst-year tend to
be on the larger side. On the ﬂip side,
it’s been cool having more ﬂexibility
on choosing class topics, and I’ve met
a lot of incredible new people.”

James Gallo— “I took a lot of
really great classes at THS like
Shakespeare and AP Environmental Science, but my favorite
class would probably have to be
AP United States Government and
Politics (We The People) because
Ms. Boland was one of the most
amazing teachers I’ve ever had.
Although I’m not studying anything related to that class in college, the skills I learned there have
helped me so much already.”
How does the content and workload of your current classes
compare with your high school
classes?
Arnav Srivastava— “Since classes are not daily and I’m in class a
lot less, classes have more homework, compared to high school,
but it’s nice to schedule it on my
own time.”
James Gallo— “It’s definitely
a lot more time consuming. All
of my classes are mostly project
based, and we are required to
spend a lot of out of class time in
our studio building these projects
and getting them ready for presen-

tation. Crew is 3-4 nights a week perspective of a college freshman?
from 6:30 to 10:30, and we are
expected to work around that time Arnav Srivastava— “Seniors,
frame to complete our projects.” you’re almost there! College is a
huge change, but it’s quick to adjust
How do you feel about your ﬁrst and you’ll absolutely love it and
semester in college now that it is grow from it!”
coming to an end? In what ways
were your expectations met? What James Gallo— “Come into your
surprised you?
ﬁrst year with an open mind and
get involved with the things you abArnav Srivastava— “First se- solutely love. You won’t be happy
mester really ﬂew by just one week at school if you don’t major in the
at a time! It’s been a really awe- thing you love. Get involved early.
some experience, but I deﬁnitely There are so many clubs and acwant to slow down next semester tivities at colleges that it is almost
and immerse myself more with my impossible not to get involved”.
classes and meeting new people
and make myself less busy with
extracurriculars.”
James Gallo— “I’m very happy
with the way ﬁrst semester turned
out. It was an amazing experience
to move to a new city and get to
know the environment here, while
also meeting a lot of new and
great people. I expected this, but I
am also surprised by how much I
would actually enjoy it.”
What advice can you give to Trumbull High students, now from the

Arnav Srivastava
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It’s Friday the 13th: How Will You Stay Safe?
Katie DeRose ‘22
EE Entertainment Editor
When asked if she believes
in Friday the 13th, Junior Ali
Feretti responds, “I say with
confidence that Fridays can be
the thirteenth of a month. So
yes, I think Friday the thirteenth
does exist.”
Whether or not one believes in the superstitions of
Friday the 13th is another question, as it is clear that this date is
bound to come upon us at some
point in time. And that point of
time, quite unfortunately for the
“believers” in Friday the 13th,
just happens to be today. This
marks the second time in 2019
that the thirteenth day of the
month falls on a Friday and, for
some, a quite unlucky end of
the year.
What does this mean?
Paraskevidekatriaphobics, people with a fear of Friday the 13th,
would say that you should avoid
crossing paths with any black
cats and maybe today isn’t the
best day to get a haircut, among
other things. Strong believers of
Friday the 13th may even suggest
that you should just stay in bed
overall, avoiding any interactions
and activities whatsoever. However, since The Eagle’s Eye does
not typically run home delivery,

(Left) A photo of the plate of Fettucine Afraid-o that you may be eating tonight; (Right) A photo of a black cat that you should try to
avoid seeing today. Photo courtesy All Recipes.com and trib LIVE.com
it is safe for me to say that it is “It is up to everyone to get rid falling into this cultural norm
As Senior Samantha
likely too late for many of you to of the curses that affect other themselves.
Schumacher says, “It just seems
just stay in bed.
people. We all need to help lift
Despite the opinions of like another religious ploy to try
Sophomore Eleanor Wu, a each other’s curses,” which can “believers” like Wu, there is no and get people to behave.”
slight paraskevidekatriaphobic be interpreted in different ways. scientific evidence to support the
So, in truth, Friday the 13th
herself, notes, “I do believe in A “non-believer” may take this superstitions of Friday the 13th. is inevitable, and as the date is
Friday the 13th. I’m not supersti- advice as to try to comfort his/ This cultural norm is said to have upon us, it is only up to you as
tious, but I am a little stitious.” her friend that is a “believer” by merely developed in the Middle to what you should make of it. If
This follows National Geograph- saying that these said “curses” Ages from religious beliefs that you are of the brave and probably
ic’s claim that while one may not are not real just like the supersti- the crucifixion of Jesus Christ is a “non-believer,” maybe you will
consider oneself a full “believer,” tion associated with Friday the associated with the date, and there be ending the week by watching
one’s attitudes and actions on 13th isn’t real. However, others, have been no significant events a horror movie. Or, if you’re a
Friday the 13th are probably still “believers” and “non-believers” or patterns in unfortunate events “believer,” you may find yourself
slightly influenced by the cultural alike, may take this advice to that would suggest that Friday the eating some Fettuccine Afraid-o
norm of the superstition.
heart and follow all of the Friday 13th is more unlucky than any for dinner tonight; just make sure
Wu, advising people what the 13th superstitions in sup- other date in time, according to that you don’t cross your knife
to do on Friday the 13th, says, port of their fellow Earthlings, National Geographic.
and fork while you eat.

December Holiday Fun

Mishka Kapoor ‘21
EE Co-Editor-in-Chief
December marks the end
of Thanksgiving and the beginning of the countdown to Winter
Break. With holiday festivities,
annual traditions, and a new year
right around the corner, this month
is busy and exciting for many.
Eagerly anticipated snow falls,
bright decorations are hung up,
and smiling shoppers hurry to buy
gifts for friends and family.
Everyone spends the
holiday season differently, making
this time of year especially unique.
Some choose to be surrounded
by family, some celebrate with
friends, while others travel to
warm and sunny places for their
vacation. Junior Joelle Nutter
and senior Navya Ajay share their
December holiday plans in the
following interviews.
What are your plans for the upcoming December break?
Joelle: “Over Winter Break my
family usually takes at least one
day to go skiing. Actually, my
brother, my dad, and I go skiing,
while my mom stays in the lodge.
She doesn’t like the cold!”
Navya: “I am probably going to be
finishing applying to college, and
then celebrating Christmas with
my family.”
Do you and your family typically
do the same thing every winter

break?
Joelle: “Our Christmas break plans
change from year to year, so I’m
not sure yet what we’re going to
do this year. But I’m excited for
my older brother to come home
from college.”
Navya: “Yeah, we do. We always
celebrate with our family friends
on Christmas Day.”
How does your family celebrate
the new year?

Joelle: “Because most of my
extended family lives in Massachusetts, we usually spend New
Years with friends. Ever since I
was little, my friends and I have
gotten together to watch the ball
drop on TV and drink sparkling
cider on New Year’s Eve.”
Navya: “We go to a family friend’s
house, and hang out while watching the ball drop.”
Do you enjoy the holiday season?

A snowflake. Photo courtesy Windy City Novelties

Why or why not?
Joelle: “I love the holiday season
because of all the delicious food.
There are always cookies and gingerbread houses and a huge dinner
on Christmas Day. My dad makes
the best stuffing.”
Navya: “For me, I love the holiday season because I love doing
all the Christmas activities, like
decorating the tree and building
gingerbread houses. Also, I love

the break that we get from school.”
Clearly, December holidays are a fun time for students
as they enjoy their well deserved
break from school. The time off is
spent differently by everyone, but
regardless of what plans students
may have, they are all able to relax
and refresh themselves for the second half of the school year. Happy
holidays, everyone!
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Strobel Road Construction

Katie DeRose ‘22
EE Entertainment Editor

Connecting Booth Hill
Road and Daniels Farm Road,
two of Trumbull’s main arteries,
Strobel Road is an integral part
of our town. However, Strobel is
also one of the most dangerous
roads in Trumbull, worrying the
town about the safety of students
walking and driving to the many
schools located near the road:
Trumbull High School, Hillcrest
Middle School, Daniels Farm
Elementary School, and Booth
Hill Elementary School. The
locations of these schools near
Strobel makes it inconvenient to
address these safety concerns,
as construction only adds to the
already extensive traffic jams,
causing for the issue to be largely
ignored until recently.
In 2012, the town began a design
for “The Strobel Road Construction Project,” which, after finally
receiving state funding for the
project, was put in effect in September. The construction was supposed to start in August but was
delayed. This six million dollar
project is a reengineering and paving project for the entire road and
is predicted to take a few years to
complete, causing a huge nuisance
to the town’s community: parents,

A roadwork sign displayed on Strobel Road. Photo courtesy Hailee Daunis staff photographer

students, and citizens alike.
Several different detours are
in effect Monday through Friday
from 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM, allowing citizens full access to the road
without having to worry about the
detour when trying to get to school
or work.
First Selectman Vicki Tesoro
admits that when the project first
started, the detours were being
implemented earlier than they
were supposed to and says that this
issue has now been resolved. Mrs.
Tesoro highly encourages citizens
of the town to report events like

this to Town Hall so that these
issues can be addressed.
“Sometimes we do not know
what is happening around town,
so it is important for the people
of the community to let us know
things like that,” says Mrs. Tesoro.
Mrs. Tesoro understands that,
even with the free access to the
road in the early morning, these
detours are an inconvenience.
However, she believes that the
work that this project is accomplishing is what is best for the
town.
“Like anything that changes

day-to-day activity, it’s an inconvenience, but people will be happier
that the road is safer once the project is finished,” notes Mrs.Tesoro.
Of the many changes that will
be made to the road, notably, there
will be a traffic light added near
the Daniels Farm Road end of
Strobel, and the road will overall
be straighter, with less of a slope.
Storm drainage issues on the road
will also be addressed.
Despite the fact that the project
will take a few years to complete
and aims to improve the safety of
the road, the design of the project

Trumbull Mall Upgrades
Amaya Mikolič-Berrios ‘21
EE Editor-in-Chief
A general consensus
among Trumbull teens is the
utter lack of excitement in our
small town. We have Westfield
Mall, Bowtie Cinemas, a few odd
shops here and there, and that is
just about it. Yet new changes in
our local shopping mall as well as
throughout the town suggest that
intriguing developments are being
made.
As more people succumb
to the appeals of online shopping,
malls around the world are suffering a similar fate: few customers,
empty retail spaces, and bankrupt
stores. This trend is no different in
the Trumbull Mall, where stores
such as Denali, Charlotte Russe,
and Tea La La have left. The result
is a building full of empty lots
with an abandoned atmosphere
taking the place of a once lively
and entertaining shopping experience. With the ease and comfort
with which one can shop without
ever needing to leave the house,
the future of mall stores is precarious.
First Selectman Vicki
Tesoro says, “Big box stores just
are not the same; people aren’t
going to them anymore. This requires the need to add a factor of
entertainment, which Seaquest is
a great example of. This additional

attraction of entertainment brings
in customers, not just for the entertainment but for the stores. All
around Trumbull, there is a lot of
business opening. We are a very
business friendly community. We
want to attract them to come here
and make sure that once they are
here, they want to stay.”
The example Tesoro
brings up, Seaquest, is a controversial though accurate one.
Its connection to various animal
abuse allegations have caused
many residents and even the press,
such as the Trumbull Times, to
question its existence in Trumbull.
Nevertheless, it introduces the
idea of consumer participation as
a way to compel more business
into the Mall. With the general
decline of malls seen throughout
the world, this approach may be
the solution to Westfield’s commercial slump.
As the need to visit
physical stores in order to shop
diminishes, adding this new level
of entertainment creates an experience for customers that encourages them to enter. It appears
that several new stores and the
Westfield Mall as a whole are
already using this strategy to attract business. New arrivals such
as Haagen-Dazs, 7-Eleven, and
Seaquest are bringing an air of
novelty and entertainment while
the mall also has several

organized events to entice customers.
In addition to entertainment, Westfield has the opportunity to radically change the function
of the Mall, though there are currently no plans to do so. The Mall
owns land zoned for mixed-use
development that would, according to Tesoro, “bring in business
and give people a place to live and
work. However, there currently
are no plans on the mall’s part to
utilize this zone change and build
apartments.”
Nevertheless, newly arriving stores and their creation of
an entertainment experience suggest the Mall is becoming more
consumer oriented foreshadowing its evolution from simplistic
shopping to marketing events and
experiences.

does not include adding sidewalks to
the road, where hundreds of students
walk or drive–with little experience–
to school everyday.
Many people of the town find this fact
preposterous, believing that while the
intent of the project is to make the road
safer, this can only be fully accomplished with the addition of sidewalks.
These people have formed a group
called “Sidewalks for Strobel,” which
has drawn the attention of nearly 500
Facebook users, many of whom have
placed signs regarding the subject in
their front yards.
The leaders of the Facebook
group argue in their “About” section,
“These kids are sharing the road with
drivers young and old and are in danger in an already congested area.”
In response to this group, Mrs. Tesoro
says, “I embrace their concern for
sidewalks on the road, but the design
was completed way before I was in
office, and it was not included in the
state-mandated funding for the project. We are looking to add sidewalks
for Strobel to the town’s capital plan
and build them in the near future.”
While many citizens of Trumbull argue that the project without
sidewalks does not suffice to ensure
complete safety, at the end of this
inconvenience, the road will at least
be a little safer. On the bright side,
Mrs. Tesoro says that the project is
currently making great progress and
is ahead of schedule.
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Hannah Adams ‘23
EE Staff Writer

Swim Team Calls for Student Support

It is very well-known
that Trumbull High School has a
large variety of sports that students
can participate in. From football
to tennis, practically every sport
is available to the student body.
Along with the enjoyment of the
sport for the players, there is also
great excitement in watching a
football game, and a very entertaining spectacle to behold when
attending a soccer game.
However, it seems that
only these certain sports get the
most coverage and support, when
in fact other sports deserve the
presence of loud cheering and camaraderie. This includes swim, a
sport that requires great endurance
and stamina and provides great
tension, suitable for the entertainment of any audience. Watching
the swimmers glide down the
lanes at amazing speeds, wondering with an anxious excitement
who will be the first to touch the
edge of the pool, attracts sports
fans of all ages. Yet very few
people come to support the high
school swim team despite all of
their success in the duration of
the fall season, proving that this

Swimmers Lauren Walsh, Julia Nevins, Ashleigh Piro, Mia Zajac, and coach Bill Strickland at the CT State Open
Championships on November 23rd, 2019
Photo Courtesy The Trumbull Times

team is one of the best the school
has ever seen.
During their season, the
girls’ swim team was able to place
13th out of 51 teams in the state
of Connecticut, placing as one of
the best in the league. Yet they do
believe that they could perform
better and work harder with more

people from their town to support
them at their swim meets.
According to freshman
Abby Adams, a member of the girls’
swim team, “We definitely would
work harder with a larger audience. When you hear that an entire
crowd is cheering for you, it really

motivates you to swim faster.”
This has been proven true, as the
swim meets with larger audiences
tend to have better statistics for the
swimmers.
Not only does the swim
team get a limited number of sports
fans attending their meets, but

they also get very little coverage
for their team on our school website and other resources for sports
news. For example, one of our very
own sophomores, Lauren Walsh,
defeated the previous champion’s
records for the 200 yard IM and the
100 yard breaststroke, putting her at
the number one spot in the state for
those events. Despite these major
accomplishments, there was very
little coverage on the matter. This
lack of coverage would be fixed if
more people would attend the swim
meets and show their support for the
program.
According to freshman
Misha Patel, another member of
the girls’ swim team, “When larger
audiences attend our swim meets,
we get more excited and more encouraged to swim better. It would
really help if more people came to
support us.”
In light of the fact that
the boys’ swim team’s season has
just started, more students are encouraged to go to a swim meet to
experience the excitement from the
athletes, as well as to witness the
intense competition between each
swimmer as they fight for first place.
Winter sports have begun, and everyone is looking forward to seeing
how the season pans out.

Indoor Track Begins a New Season With High Hopes

Joshua Dubreuil ‘20
EE Senior Sports Editor
As winter sports are finally starting, the Trumbull High
School Boys’ Indoor Track Team
had their first official practice on
Thursday, December 5th. Their
first meet of the season is on December 20th, at James Hillhouse
High School in New Haven, Connecticut.  The captains of the team
are Junior Joseph Gregory, Senior
Daniel McKeon, Senior Evan
Seymour, and Senior Andrew
Spillane.
Indoor track consists of
many events. There are jumping
events, such as high jump, long
jump, and pole vault. There are
also running events, including
sprinting and distance.
Students who enjoy
sprinting often participate in races
such as the 50m; the 300m; or
relays, such as the 4x200m or the
4x400m. Conversely, students
who like long distance running
more often race in events such as
the 1000m, 1600m, or the 3200m.
There is also a throwing event:
shot-put.
A nice feature of the
team is that unlike other sports,
there are no cuts. As long as one
shows up to practice everyday
with a good attitude, he will be
able to participate, without having
to worry about performing better
than his peers in order to make the
team.
As the season starts,
many seasoned seniors reflect on
this being their last year on the
team and look forward to it being

From left to right: Evan Seymour, Royal Barsky, Zach Seymour, and Shea Grant show their third place medals earned in the 4×200 relay
at Yale University. Photo Courtesy Gametime Connecticut

a good last run.
Senior pole vaulter
Adrien Joseph, very enthusiastic
to be starting his fourth year of
indoor track, notes, “I have made
countless memories from my indoor track experiences and I think
that our team has the potential to
perform very well this year.”
“I am very excited to start
my final season of indoor track,”  
says Senior distance runner Tyler
Rudich, agreeing with Joseph, “all
the guys I’ve come to meet and the
new freshmen I am soon to meet
have made indoor track something

special to me and something I can
look back and smile about.”
To the contrary, after
completing his first season of
cross-country, Freshman Ryan
Klaiber is very excited for his first
year of indoor track,  noting, “I’m
happy to start running with all of
my friends, especially my older
brother Nick, who really got me
into running.”
In fact, the team is overjoyed to be beginning a new season full of opportunities.  Senior
Cyrus Asgari, Sophomore Varujan
Edwards, Gregory, and Senior

Nicholas Klaiber are all very eager
for the season because they are
forming a top tier relay team with
the potential to qualify for Nationals in the 4x800m or the 4x1600m.
Klaiber describes his high
hopes as, “We have a great group
of runners this year, and with our
relay team, I believe that we have
a really good chance at qualifying.  
It would be awesome to be able to
finish my senior year by qualifying
for Nationals.”
Edwards, when asked
about his experience with the team,
says, “As an underclassman runner

who only started last year, the upperclassmen have really motivated
me and made me feel welcome to
the team.”
The Indoor Track Team is
always welcoming new members,
so this excitement is open to all
male students this winter. Otherwise, be sure to cheer on the team
as they prepare for a great season.

